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Here is a quick update on 1997 Genealogy work.  I want to share it with as many people as possible so I'm sending a form letter this year.  Many people have shared many years of their research and I will try to remember to thank all of them.

I plan to send some printed information next year, but I just wasn’t able to get it ready this year.

I've been working a lot on the internet site at www.WebFamilyTree.com.  I set it up as a way to share genealogical research with others.  The web site only contains names of ancestors born before 1900.  There are just too many names of people born after 1900 to try to post them to the internet site.  Also, for reasons of individual privacy, I only plan to put information for people born before 1900 on the site.  If you have an internet connection, or know someone who does, there is a lot of information on the site and it is changing all the time.

The internet site covers names from several sets of my 7th great grandparents to my grandparents.  If my math is right I should have 512 7th great grandparents so I still have a ways to go to find them all!

I'll start by trying to thank many people who have helped me, and that will explain some of the research.

Edna Keller (my 1st cousin) sent me a computer disk with over a thousand names on it.  Nearly all the names were ancestors of my mother Daisy Adlard.  Her research goes back to England and Scotland and Ireland.  We correspond by email and she shares her research with me regularly.

She also got me in touch with another cousin Lee Gentemann.  Lee also has an internet site with thousands of names on it and we also correspond by email.

One story we are working on is that Elizabeth Ann Lee (one of my eight 2nd great-grandmothers) was related to Robert E. Lee.  This has still not been verified, and Lee Gentemann is leading us in some additional research.  He has gotten 19 of us including Edna, Lee and myself to get together to hire a genealogist in Ireland, so it is very inexpensive for all of us.  

Marilyn Hensley (my 2nd cousin) and I exchange email regularly.  She has sent me a lot of information on the Kristoffer Øverdalen (one of my eight 2nd great grandfathers) descendants and ancestors and we plan to share our research.  I'll post it all on the internet site as I receive it.

Marilyn sent me some very interesting information that Thilford and Violet Walsvik had gotten on their last trip to Norway.  It was a copy of research done by Tore Haugen of Lillehammer Norway.  His research goes back quite a few generations from Kristoffer Øverdalen.  Marilyn is currently analyzing this information.  I've written to Tore Haugen twice, but so far I've only received one email from him.  His email indicated he wanted to correspond more, but I haven't been able to reach him since then.

Marilyn just sent me some research that Lyle Dahl had given her and some additional research that she had done in the Grafton area. I hope to have it on the internet fairly soon.  

Lyle Dahl (my 3rd cousin) has sent me a lot of information also.  Marilyn, Lyle and I have been sharing our information.  His last letter sent me two audio tapes of his 1988 visits with Martha (Skrove) Johnson (my 2nd cousin once removed).  I plan to transcribe them and put the transcription on the internet.  I may also try to post the actual conversation on the internet if it doesn't take too much space. 

Lyle also gave me the names of other genealogists he had hired in Norway, and I've written to them to see if they have any new information.

Norman Dahl (my uncle) gave me some very good historical information written by Martha Johnson's daughter Viola.  It contains a lot of Dahl and Skrove family stories.  I have posted this information on the internet.

Kenneth Dahl (my father), Steve Dahl (my brother), Clifford Dahl (my uncle) and numerous other relatives also gave me much additional information last summer.

Inger Qvarnström (my 5th cousin once removed) in Östersund, Sweden and I have exchanged quite a few letters.  I have purchased her book called Essing och Randklefsläkten.  It is very will written and very well organized.  It is hard bound, over 500 pages long, and contains lots of names, pictures and stories.  Her first book starts with Agnis Nilsdotter (1690-1767) (one of my 512 7th great grandparents) and Måns Essing (1684-?) (husband of Agnis Nilsdotter).  From there, it covers the next six generations to my great grandmother Anna Hag.  Her next book will contain additional people in the later generations.  

Unfortunately for me, the book is written entirely in Swedish.  It's pretty easy to follow the names, dates, and places, but I can't read the stories.  I will be trying to translate it with some translation software during 1998 and I'll let you know how it goes next year.

Inger is very interested in locating descendants of Magnus Magnusson.  I wrote one letter to one descendant (Gordon Houghton) and hope to be able to correspond more with him in 1998.

Nels Nelson (my 1st cousin twice removed) and I have also written each other several times.  He has helped me with lots of additional names, corrections, and other important information, especially on the Swedish and Norwegian languages.   I want to work with him more on the translation project in 1998.

Last summer, I made another trip to Dalton, Minnesota.  I saw Francis Holicky (my 3rd cousin once removed) and his grandmother Beatrice Eggum (wife of my 2nd cousin once removed).  They and their families still live on the farm that Børre Dahl (my great-granduncle) homesteaded.  It is just east of Dalton and just north of the Simond Dahl (my great-grandfather) homestead.  The Simond Dahl homestead has now passed on to other owners, but many of the original buildings are still there.

Francis took me to the St. Olof Cemetery which contains numerous Dahl graves.  Lyle Dahl has pictures of them, and I will post the pictures to the internet site after he sends them to me. 

I went to the Otter Tail County Historical Museum and got a photocopy of the original Børre, Simond, and Ole Dahl homestead plats.

I also stopped in Fergus Falls and talked briefly with Henry Johnson (brother-in-law of Martha (Skrove) Johnson.  He is over 100 years old now.  I thanked him again for all the information he had given my father and I in 1986 during our last visit. 

Leona Zimmerman and I have also corresponded by email.  She also gave me numerous names of Børre Dahl descendants, especially on the Skrove side.  

I hope to return there next summer and do more research.

I also made a brief trip to Grafton, North Dakota, but there were too many Dahls up there for me to make much progress!  I hope with Lyle and Marilyn’s research that I just received that I can make a more productive trip up there next summer. 

In short, it's been a lot of fun!  I have really enjoyed meeting new relatives and corresponding again with relatives that I haven't seen in quite awhile.  Every one has been very willing to share their research and in many cases their research represents many years of work.  

I always look forward to receiving more information from everyone, so please don't hesitate to send photocopies if you get a chance.  I recommend not sending originals of important documents because they could always get lost or damaged in the mail.

I'm sure I've forgotten to thank numerous other people who have helped me, so I apologize for not mentioning your name and I thank you now. 

I will try to send another letter next year on what happens in 1998.  I will also put any corrections I need to make to this letter in it.  I hope to be more accurate with my Swedish Å, Ä, and Ö and my Norwegian Å. Æ. and Ø at that time and apologize that many of my Scandinavian names do not yet have the correct Scandinavian vowels.

Everyone is well in our family and I hope everyone is well in your family and has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Sincerely,
Ron & Gerry Dahl & Family


