Kenneth Dahl and Ronald Dahl visited Dalton, Minnesota on July 15, 1986.  We met Henry Johnson, an elderly old-timer in one of the cafeterias in Dalton.  The following is a transcript of that visit:





Henry Johnson, brother-in-law of Martha Johnson told the story of Borre Dahl.





Borre and his wife Anna were in Norway and they were having a farewell party.  Borre decided to lay down on the bed and sleep for awhile.  His wife decided there were some bad characters around.  She took his wallet and then hid behind some drapes.  Pretty soon someone came along and started searching for his wallet.  She jumped out from behind the drapes and said “Is this what you’re looking for?”, as she held out the wallet.





The next morning Borre said he’d been thinking about it and maybe they shouldn’t go to America.  She held out his wallet and said “We can still go to America”.





The Borre Dahl farm was about 1/2 mile east of Dalton on south side of road.





Original house was about 300 yards west of present house and apparently there was a second house about 30’ south of present house.  Original house was built into side of a hill by a lone oak tree, facing southeast.





The farm apparently passed from Borre to his daughter Olina and her husband Sig Skrove.  Then it must have passed to their son Sanford Skrove and his wife Beatrice.





Beatrice is descended from (granddaughter) of Kurt Eggom where Ole and his family spent their first winter.





Debbie Skrove is the daughter of Sanford and Beatrice. She was married on the farm in a ceremony with horse carriages.  Beatrice lives in a trailer about 150’ south of the main house.





There is a red granary to the right as you enter the farm.   It was built by Borre Dahl who was a carpenter.  It is built into a hill facing North so the grain enters from the South at the upper level and exits out of the North at a lower level.  A cupola and grain leg were later additions.  The elevator is about 150’ north of the main house.





The Simond Dahl farm is about 1/2 mile south of the Borre Dahl farm.  The entrance is by following a railroad track to the Southeast of of Dalton, then taking the first left.





It is presently owned by Roselle Van Watne.  She bought it from James Formo about 1966.  He may be a son of Chris Formo who owned it in 1940.  The Simond home is at the southwest side of Formo Lake and the Borre home is at the northwest side of Formo Lake.





Roselle Van Watne said their house was about 100 years old and so it may have been built by Borre and Simond.





Henry Johnson said that Ole Dahl was not a farmer, but a store owner.  Henry said he traded some land to get better lots in Dalton.  Ole wanted the main street to be one block south of the present main street.  Later, someone who owned the land north of the present main street made that into the main street and the store owners on the south side of the present main street turned their stores around so they would face North on the present main street.





We visited Gladys Formo in an 8-plex apartment about 1/4 mile west of main street.





She said that Ann Spitzburger died about 2 years ago of cancer.





Kenneth Dahl said she told the story of being only 2 pounds at birth and being put in a shoe box.  Her 2 brothers were sent out for mile.  On the way back they stopped to play ball.  They set the milk down and it soured.  When they got back they decided to feed it to her anyway.  Later, a doctor said that the sour milk was the only think that kept her alive and than non-sour milk could not have been digested.





She was the daughter of ??????? and was raised by Sig Skrove.
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Additional Misc Notes





Anna was mother of Kenneth dahl.








Her sisters were Vandla Margareta, Inga Elisabet, Elsa Maria, and Tyea Brite.  Her brother was Per Henning.  Another sister was Karin Valborg.





Albert’s wife was also Anna.





Conrad’s children were Arnold and Lilas.








Simon Christopher Dahl was born August 1, 1833 in Norway and married on December 2, 1866.





Anna Berg was born on February 2, 1846 in Hollander, Norway and married on December 2, 1866.





Knute Berg was the father of Anna.















































