Visit with Martha Skrove Johnson

Tape 1

Transcribed by Kim Dahl

This is May 21, 1988.  This is a tape of a visit with Martha Skrove Johnson, the granddaughter of Boer Dahl, one of the brothers who gave land for the formation of the village of Dalton, Minnesota in the late 1800's.  Boer Dahl, also to my knowledge, was the uncle who my grandfather, C.P. Dahl, Christian Peter Dahl, Praire, North Dakota, who farmed in the prairie area for many years in the early 1900's and late 1800's.  This visit is taking place at the home of the daughter of Martha Skrove Johnson.  Martha's daughter's name is Yonni Johnson Adamson and her home is in Mancato, Minnesota.

Now you can talk all afternoon. -man

made up.

You see, my aunt Claire Green felt that I was related to the Dahlton Dahls through the Rustivs.  My grandfather she thought was a cousin to Mrs. Rustiv.  Do you think that that's true.

Well, was she a Christian?

What I need to have in front of me you can always say is…  That where she fits in, Mrs. Rustiv fits in, is what I'm trying to find out. 

Is this being taped now?

Yes, it's all being taped now.  I sure hope so.  Well, it's okay.

Do you know the Rustivs?

Well, I'm remembering who they were.

Let's see, where have I got the Rustiv pictures?

Oh, boy.

Here is Oliver Rustiv and his family.

All right now, but I'm related through Mrs. Rustiv, huh?  Is she the daugher of Oli?  

Yeah, uh-huh.

She's the daughter of Oli Dahl?

Yeah.

Your grandfather's brother.  

Oh, lucky, let me put that down.  

And my…

Well, I don't have to it's on tape.

And my…

Now, this is for the tape now.  Mrs. Rustiv is the daughter of Oli Dahl?

Yeah.  

Who was your grandfather's daughter?

Yeah, uh-huh.

Okay, I've got that straight.  Then that's true that my grandfather was her cousin?

Yes, they would be cousins, first cousins, because…

So, my grandfather…

Well, he'd be her uncle.  Christian Dahl I think would be Mrs. Rustiv's uncle.  

Well, there's another Christian Dahl.  Christian C. Dahl whose sons are Olaf Dahl and Hans Dahl and they're Graftin

No.

They're the Graftin Dahls.  And my grandfather was Christian P. Dahl.

But what was your father's name?

My father's name was Invald? Dahl.

No, I have a book about the Hans' Dahls.  

All right, the Hans' Dahls according to my records was the son of Christian C. Dahl.  Now, I'm quite certain of that.

I've got a book about the Hans' Dahls and there was a man, he lives about six blocks from me, he's an electrician.  He sent word to me that he was a relative of mine and his name is Hylton.  And he, uh, was figuring out how he was related and he can't.  Oli Dahl had sent money for Hans Dahl to come from Norway.

Oh, well yeah, I think I've heard that before.  Oli had sent money for Hans and Hans was another cousin of my grandfather.   Do you know all of the brothers of your grandfather, Boer?

No, I don't know.  I don't know Underst and Andrew.

But they were brothers, huh?

There's a whole list of brother's here.

Yah.

I see..

Well, I think you're remarkable.

Well, no you don't.  There were seven brothers and three sisters that came over from Norway with the .  And now that was seven.  My grandfather's folks.

Yes.  Now do you know your grandfather's father, the name?

I think it was Christian.

Do you?  Uh-huh.

I'm not so sure but I think so.

Do you know your grandfather's mother, her name? No, not sure of that?  Hmm.  So this is Mrs. Rustiv, here?

That's Mrs. Rustiv and this is Olga.

And, and…  Now, Olga, how is Olga related?

She's a daughter.

Oh, Olga is a daughter of, of…

These are all their children.  That's all their children.

Oh, okay.  Olga is a daughter of Mrs. Rustiv.  

This is the adopted girl.  That's Amy, that's the one that fixed up the book here.

Oh, is that right?  

And Guy was killed in an accident.  The first month they were here in 1920 he was killed in a car accident.  There's Mrs. Lewis Hadbin? she died, oh, seven eight years ago.  And Bill was an FBI man, George was a butcher and Alvin was a vet.  

And they're all your cousins then?

Yes, all my first cousins.  Now, this was addressed to just my grandmother.  So you see they lived in Dalton.  And they but this little  

