
The Fisk Expedition went through Griggs County in 1862 and 1863.  Captain James L. Fisk was leading groups to the newly opened gold mines in western Montana and Idaho.  He stopped and camped at Jessie Lake on both expeditions and we are fortunate that his records still survive.

On the 1862 expedition he wrote “Arriving at Lake Jessie we camped between the lake and one half a mile to the south, about a mile in diameter, which Captain Fisk named Lake Lydia in honor of his wife.  Lake Jessie is a beautiful sheet of water, five or six miles in circumference, surrounded by a belt of timber.  Its waters, as also those of Lake Lydia, are strongly impregnated with salt; but we discovered a spring a little less than a mile to the westward, which after being improved by a few moments’ digging, yielded us pure cold water for culinary purposes.”  Later he says that “At Lake Jessie we took on wood for several days and filled our casks with water from the spring, as we expected the water for some distance ahead, to be brackish and unpalatable.  We named our camp at Lake Jessie “Camp Aldrich” in honor of one of Minnesota’s representatives in Congress”.  

A few days later he wrote “We did not take on wood enough at Lake Jessie to last us until we find timber again” and “wood is not essential for camping purposes so long as the substitute in buffalo chips (dried manure) remains as plentiful as present”.

On the 1863 expedition he had the following entries.
July 21 Road over rolling prairie to Lakes Lydia and Jessie, where we camped at noon and remained to rest stock, &c. The water of Lakes Lydia and Jessie (twin lakes) is slightly saline, soda and magnesia prevailing. There is, however, a good spring three-quarters of a mile southwest of our camp, in a ravine on the shore of Lake Lydia, Shale crops out at the edge of the lakes, and one of our party discovered coal on Lake Jessie. Both of these lakes are very beautiful; they are surrounded by bold bluffs, well timbered. Our camping place was between the two lakes on a small eminence. In the wood at the back of camp we heard an incessant noise of birds, and we found the trees full of nests; it was a perfect rookery; there were cranes, crows, gulls, storks, shite- pokes, &a &c., with plenty of ducks and geese on the lakes beyond.”  

Later he wrote that “We found abundance of wild cherries in the thickets round camp…”

James Fisk group weren’t the first white men to stop at  Lake Jessie but he was one of the first to try to describe it as the beautiful Garden of Eden that we know it as today.










Source info starts here:

The next oldest site is where Captain J. L. Fisk camped in 1862 and 1863.  That site is on Section 22 in Addie Township and there the state has put up an impressive marker and owns the plot of land on which the marker was erected.   Source: Griggs County History 1879 - 1976 page 4  
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July 21.—Road over rolling prairie to Lakes Lydia and Jessie, where we
camped at noon and remained to rest stock, &e. T'he water of Lakes Lydia
and Jessie (twin lakes) is slightly saline, soda and magnesia prevailing. There
is, however, a good spring three-quarters of a mile southwest of our camp, in a
ravine on the shore of Lake Lydia. Shale crops out at the edge of the lakes,
and one of our party discovered coal on Lake Jessie. Both of these lakes are
very beautiful; they are surrounded by bold bluffs, well timbered. Our camping

lace was between the two lakes on a small eminence. In the wood at the

ack of camp we heard an incessant noise of birds, and we found the trees full
of nests; it was a perfect rookery; there were craues, crows, gulls, storks, shite-
pokes, &c., &ec., with plenty of ducks and geese on the lakes beyond. Some of
our boys were soon at work securing a meal. Our scouts reported that there
was a large camp a mile or two to the south, which they supposed to be General
Sibley’s, and shortly afterwards several officers belonging to General Sibley’s
expedition visited our little camp. From them we learned that part of the gene-
ral’s forces were camped on Lake Atchison. We found abundance of wild
cherries in the thickets round camp, and one of our party discovered an arrow,
painted red, on the top of the highest hill near. It was laid on alarge flat
stone, pointing south. ~Antoine Freniere described it to be a “medicine arrow”—
an offering to the God of the Rock. Some of the party had a very pleasant
swim in Lake Lydia; the water is delightful for bathing.
. July 22—Camp Lydia.—This camp we named in honor of Mrs. Fisk. We
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of the Ceeur d’Altne mountains, 1 found Major Hutching, Indian agent, in dis-
tress, from having lost part of his pack animals while on his journcy to relieve
Major Owen, agent of the Flathead Indians. In the emergency of his case
I felt obliged to relieve him, so far as I could give him anything available for
transporting his supplies, and fitted him out with a epan of animals and good
wagon.

From this point to Walla-Walla I hauled only the howitzer and ﬂug~wa§on,
and every animal I had was unmarketable, because so very thin in flesh. If I
could have had the usual allowance of extra work animals upon the start, such
would have been the condition of the whole as to bring, at public salc, at the
cloge of the journey, all they would cost in fitting out.

Captain Mullan’s road, from Fort Benton to Walla-Walla, is passable, and
there has been performed upon it an immense amount of labor, but it will have
to be worked, materially improved in places, or it will very soon become useless
a8 a wagon road.

On leaving St. Paul on the 16th (sixteenth) of June, I had unfurled, from a
staff lashed to the front of the express wagon, which led the train, the national
colors; and I am preud to say, that it every day floated to the breeze from the
Mississippi to the Columbia, and no man insulted it.

At Portland, Oregon, I was glad to meet Captain Medorum Crawford, who
had just closed his expedition on the central overland route. We spent a day
together in comparing notes. Captain Crawford did not hesitate to congratulate
me on having discovered a most desirable route, and one that must soon attract
a larre emieration over it. I am under oblieations to this rentleman for eour-
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From this point to Lake Jessie, a distance of thirty-three and a half (333) miles,
our route lay over a rolling, somewhat broken prairie, interspersed with small
lakes and marshy tracts of land, the latter becoming more extensive as we

Get this book in print ¥ approached the. lake, rendering it necessary for our guide to ride ahead and

select a passage for our wagons. Arriving at Lake Jessie, we camped between

that lake and one half a mile to the south, about a mile in diameter, which

Captain Fisk named Lake Lydia, in honor of his wife. Lake Jessic is a

beautiful sheet of water, five or six miles in circumference, surroumied by a =

belt of timber. Its waters, as also those of Lake Lydia, are strongly impreg-

nated with salt; but we discovered a spring a little less than a mile to the

westward, which, after being improved by a few moments’ digging, yiclded us

Expedition from Fort pure cold water for culinary purposes. We saw, on a high bluff, clear of timber,
Abercrombie to Fort Benton: on the east shore of the lake, half a mile from our camp, some few traces of
Letter from the Secretary ... the camp of’ Governor Stevens, in 1853, the first which we have observed on
By James Liberty Fisk, United States. War our route. The grass is very abundant here, and is fresh in consequence of
dept gentle showers, which we have reeently had. We saw large herds of buffalo
jessie & after leaving the Shayenne, and selected a fat cow for our larder, and our ex-

erience of the superiority of this meat over the buffalo bull will prove the
Seal}hwnrr:mt of many of the former and the further lease of life to many of the
latter. At Lake Jessic we took on wood for several days and filled our casks
with water from the spring, as we expected the water, for some distance ahead,
to be brackish and unpalatable. We named our camp at Lake Jessie “ Camp
Aldrich,” in honor of one of Minnesota’s representatives in Congress. The

wovt bwa dava? tvaval af thivkee ann and o hal® 1211\ cnilas s avos o walline

About this book

» My library

» My History




image4.png
[ Google x | [EJ Expedition from Fort Aber x )/ [E Expedition from Fort Aber x '\ W/ JamesL. Fisk - Wikipedia, X

€ > C i [[) booksgoogle.com/books?id=xGRNAAAAYAA&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=june%2016&=false

[ Bing.

Images Play YouTube News G Drive Calendar ore -

GOOgle “ rondahind@yahoc

@B g K @0 Addtomylibrary  Write review

Page11 ¥ < > o JI

No results found in this book for june 16 - Search all books »

WAL LU WALUED VE iU U aIUe 1IYUL UL WUy WG UIU SUeY UL LU Wiy Tan
over a dry and rolling country, and at night we cnm[?ed by a lake, wit.h"good
grass and passable water, having made nineteen (19) miles.

We did not take on wood enough at Lake Jessie to last us uatil we find
timber again, which will be at « Bass Wood island,” a high plateau, surrounded
by level prairie—not water—which has small clumps of trees in the ravines
which lead up to it, and which is about forty miles west of our camp to-night.
But wood is not essential for camping purposes so long as the substitute in the
form of buffalo chips (dried manure) remains as plentiful as at present. All
along our route, for the last three or four days, this species of fuel has covered
the ground in such abundance that more than five minutes’ time was never re-
quired to collect a sufficient quantity for the use of our whole train for camping

Get this book in print ¥

Expedition from Fort purposes. It burns very much like peat; lights easily, and answers so well the
Abercrombie to Fort Benton: purpose of wood that we used it for many days rather than load our wagons
Letter from the Secretary ... more heavily by carrying wood along with us.
By James Liberty Fisk, United States. War July 20.—This being Sunday, we remained in camp. In the forenoon we
dept had heavy showers of rain, accompanied by thunder amF lightning, and by such
june 16 Go a gale of wind as to kecp ug in trepidation lest our tents should blow down;
but, by dint of constant watchfulness and care, escaped such accident. In the
About this book afternoon religious services were held at our headquarters and well attended.

July 21.—Our route to-day has been over rolling prairie, thickly intersected by
small ponds and sloughs. At noon we lunched, and grazed our stock at a
beautiful lake, but whose waters were saline and unpalatable. Just as our
» My History train got under way, a{'wr lunch, we saw a;.herq of four ’tho?sn:ug (4‘,000)‘ or five
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