I've always wondered why Isaac Stevens thought that a route through Griggs County would be the best path for the first transcontinental railroad.  He came through this area in a surveying expedition in 1853.
At that time most of the country thought that a railroad between the Mississippi River and the Pacific states would be a good idea.  Some argued that it was unconstitutional for the government to be involved in the railroad business and that the railroads should build it without government assistance.  The government decided to get involved and every state and territory along the way was lobbying intensively to be chosen for the route.  
The government allotted $150,000 to survey six possible routes to the Pacific to determine the most economical route.  Some of these were abandoned right away as impractical and some of the remaining routes were split into two potential routes.  They ended up with 5 completed surveys.  
Minnesota was lobbying hard both for statehood and for St. Paul to be the starting point for the Northern route.  Isaac Stevens was chosen to lead the surveying expedition for this route.  It was to run between the 47th and 49th parallels starting in St. Paul and ending in the Puget Sound area.  The 47th parallel is between Sanborn and Rogers and the 49th parallel is our border with Canada.
The Jessie Lake area was a very well-known landmark and Stevens' party passed through this area in July of 1853.  Stevens knew they would start seeing a lot of buffalo in this area, but the actual number was way beyond anything he could imagine.  As the wagon train went over one hill approaching Lake Jessie, he asked each person to make an estimate of how many buffalo they could see from that hilltop.  That night they got together and compared notes.  The highest estimate was 500,000 and they came to a consensus that 200,000 might be the most accurate number.  
His camp location at Lake Jessie is shown below.  He found the fresh water spring on the west side of Lake Jessie, close to Highway 65.
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(continued from last week)
The final survey report comparing the five different routes came out in 1855 and Stevens' Northern Route was described very favorably.  It said the Northern Route was "very favorable, and must be allowed to be superior to all the others, both in its grades and the small sum of ascent and descent. Were there no other questions to be taken into consideration, this route would certainly be preferable to all the others as regards facility of construction. The objections to it are, its high northern latitude, leaving almost the whole United States territory to the south of it; its requiring a tunnel at Cadotte Pass four and a half miles in length; its terminating in a remote corner of the country at a great distance from the commercial center of the Pacific coast".  The chart below shows the amount of grade that would have to be traversed.  Stevens' was appointed Governor of the Washington Territory in 1853 and both he and the Minnesota politicians campaigned tirelessly for their Northern Route.  Minnesota was admitted as a state in 1858 and their campaign intensified.  Stevens boasted that the harsh winter conditions of the northern territories would “not present the slightest impediment to the passage of railroad trains”. To this the expedition’s naturalist George Stuckley undermined him and responded, “A road might be built over the tops of the Himalayan Mountains – but no reasonable man would undertake it.”
There was still no agreement because the Southern Senators would vote against any northern route and the Northern Senators would vote against any southern route.  When the Southern States seceded from the Union, they lost their vote.  Isaac Stevens was killed in the Battle of Chantilly in Virginia in 1862 attacking Stonewall Jackson's forces and the Northern Route lost one of their biggest proponents.  In 1862 they chose one of the middle routes going through Council Bluffs, Iowa, Omaha, Nebraska, Cheyenne, Wyoming and Ogden, Utah.
The Civil War stopped most funding for the project and the Golden Spike was not pounded in to commemorate the completion of the first transcontinental railroad until 1869 at Promontory Point, Utah.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Northern Pacific finally completed a railroad along the Northern Route to the Puget Sound area in 1888.
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Fisk Expedition 
The Fisk Expedition next passed through Griggs County in 1863 and 1864.  The official purpose was to escort gold miners to the newly discovered gold fields in Idaho and Montana, but the Minnesota politicians also wanted to use it to lobby for changing the first transcontinental railroad to the Northern Route.  
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