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Place Names

Myran (swampland)

Translation Notes

This book has been translated with much help from the books auhor, Inger Qvarnström9  (Ingemar Jonsson8, Karin Nilsson7, Brita Gunnarsdotter6, Gunnar Persson5, Per Essing4, Gunnar Essing3, Anders Essing2, Agnis Nilsdotter1 and Måns Essing1)

and

Nels Nelson8 (Nils Eric Edstrum Nelson7, Anna Hag6, Brita Halvarsdotter5, Brita Essing4, Gunnar Essing3, Anders Essing2, Agnis Nilsdotter1 and Måns Essing1)

and 

Ron Dahl10  (Kenneth Marvin Dahl9, Anna Erika Josefina Persson8, Anna Maria Jonasdotter7, Anna Hag6, Brita Halvarsdotter5, Brita Essing4, Gunnar Essing3, Anders Essing2, Agnis Nilsdotter1 and Måns Essing1)

In addition, Inger has not only proofread the translation, but also contributed greatly to the translation of words and to the understanding of the historical, social, and geographical background of Sweden at this point in time.

Inger’s source of original documents for much of this information was handwritten and the original handwritten documents contained spelling and grammatical errors.  Inger maintained the historical integrity and typed the text exactly as it was originally written into her Swedish book.

The following rules were used during the translation process.

1. We were not able to translate misspelled Swedish words into misspelled English words so the English words appear spelled correctly according to today’s spelling rules.

2. The original documents were written in Old Swedish.  This created similar problems as old English where words such as olde became old, colour became color, defence became defense, etc.  This meant that in many cases the old Swedish words could not be found in modern translation dictionaries.  
We used our best judgment in changing the old Swedish words to the modern Swedish word and then translated them into modern English.


Examples are:


Old Swedish
Modern Swedish
English

af
av


icke
inte


blifwa
bliva


gjöra
göra


hwad
vad


fruchtan
fruktan


3. We changed the sentence structures and grammar to make it easier to read.  

4. In certain cases, paragraphs consisting of one sentence were changed to paragraphs consisting of several sentences.

5. Proper names of people and places were not changed.

6. In certain cases it proved impossible to translate certain words.  In that case we changed the words to a bold font.  

7. The units of measure were left in the Swedish form. We tried to put a footnote by the first occurrence of each Swedish unit of measure and to give its approximate English equivalent.  Please see Appendix A for more detailed measurement conversion information.  

8. The dates were changed from the Swedish 25-12-1900 fomat to the English December 25, 1900 format.  The dates in the tables were shortened to the Dec 25, 1900 format.  

9. Inger and Nels:  Should we commonize the spelling of people and places?  For example, Sölvsved, Sellsveds, Sellsved, Sällsved, Sellswed, Sölfsweds, Sällswed probably all refer to the same place.  An American might be quite confused on whether they were the same place or a different place.  If we could find the spelling most commonly used today in Sweden, we could always refer to that.  What do you think?

Please contact us with any questions or comments at:

Inger Qvarnström

SkogsCompanyvägen 29

83173 Östersund, Sweden

Nels Nelson

330 Lindley Place

Bozeman, MT 59715-4835

Ron Dahl

2110 Wyandot Drive

Denver, CO 80221-3868

Phone:
303-426-7006

email:
Ron@WebFamilyTree.com
www:
http://www.WebFamilyTree.com

2. A Karoliner was a soldier in the time of King Charles XII..  King Charles XII was known as Sweden’s Great Warrior King and was the son of Man XI.  He was raised and trained in the art of warfare at Karlberg Castle.  

He became king at the age of 14 under chief guardianship but depending on circumstances he was declared of age the same year.  Russia, Denmark and Poland made an alliance against Sweden in 1699, and now they saw their chance.  In 1700, at the age of 18 he left Stockholm forever.  He surprisingly attacked the Danish army at Humlebæk and forced them into the peace agreement at Travental.  That the same year he attacked and defeated Czar Peter of Russia in the brilliant victory at Narva.  In 1701 he crossed the Düna and occupied Kurland.  In 1702 he went into Poland and defeated August II of Poland at Kliszow.  In 1703 he defeated the Sach's at Pultusk and occupied Torn.  In 1704 he managed to get August dethroned in Poland and Stanislaus Leszczynski was elected as the new king.  

Måns Essing became a karoliner in about 1705.

A year later King Charles won the battle at Fraustadt, Stanislaus was crowned and peace was made with Poland.  In 1706 he won the battle at Fraustadt in Rehnsköld, and that same autumn he made peace with Sachen in Altrannstädt.  A year later he made an alliance with Preussen and a treaty with the emperor.  In 1708 he defeated the Russians at Holowczin and made a treaty with the Cossack leader Mazepa of the Ukraine.  

In 1709 he was defeated at Poltava, where the army, led by Lewenhaupt, capitulated in Perevolotjna against King Charles XII’s orders.  In 1710 Magnus Stenbock defeated Denmark at Helsingborg.  In 1713 starts the uproar in Bender, where King Charles had been living as the sultans guest since 1709.  He came back to Sweden and set up headquarters in Lund in 1715.  Three years later, in 1718, he went to war against Norway and was shot to death November 30 at Fredrikshall, the night before the fortress was conquered.  He was taken to Karlberg Castle in Stockholm and later was buried at Riddarholmen, on February 26, 1719.

Måns Essing retired in about 1733.

Please see Appendix xxx for references and more information on Swedish Royalty.

4. Reserved rights XE "Reserved Rights"  were a contractual agreement, usually made between parents and children but sometimes between a farmer without heirs and another person or couple.  
The reserved rights recipient, usually the parents, would retire and receive a prescribed abount of food each year, such as a cow, two sheep, 2 barrels of potatoes, etc.  They would also often get a specified room in the house that they were allowed to live in, maybe a ride to and from church, and possibly a decent Christian burial at their death.
The reserved rights provider, often one of the oldest sons, would agree to provide these reserved rights for the remainder of his parents lifetime in exchange for full use of the farm and the eventual inheritance of the farm.

Norwegian Naming Patterns

The following information was taken from the internet web site at http:// (Ron_needs_tofind_location_and_edit_this_appendix). 

The following information was downloaded from the internet at http://www.???.com  Swedish naming patterns varied some from the Norwegian, but were similar in many respects.

The baptizing tradition in Norway

First of all we'd like to tell you a little something about the baptizing custom in Norway, which was very common to have taken place at home.  The government, though, consequently tried to change this tradition.  By the dirctive of March 23, 1646 all newly born in the country should be baptized in church before the end of the eighth day, and in the cities before the end of the fourth day.  Neglecting this directive could bring disciplinary actions.

Introduction
Norwegian naming patterns have changed frequently throughout history, and are still changing.  There are also many regional differences.  We’ll try to describe some of the changes here.  If you have questions or other information concerning this subject, please mail us at tom@ringnett.no
Christian names

It's convenient to look upon the first name (or Christian name) as the persons real name.  This name was usually given when a person was christened, but not always.  In ancient times a person was often known only by a single first name .  

My great grandpa would then have been called Ola fra Jorheim (Ola of Jordheim) for example.  However before the 19th century you can find many individuals having two names.

Sometimes a child could be given three or even four names, but usually only one of them was used.  Sometimes two names were used.  Hyphenating the two first names is a more modern phenomena.

Naming customs

Children were often named after their grandparents, mothers and fathers, and their parents siblings.  The custom was to name the first born male after the father's father, and the first born female after the father's mother.  

Another custom was to name the first born male or female after a dead father, mother or sibling.  Because of this a family could have several Ola's, Knut's, Birgit's or Kari's within the same family.

Because both parents could have a father and/or mother with the same name, the custom made it possible to have several children with the same name within the same family.  In such cases they often used nicknames to distinquish one from another.

The youngest child was often called vesle-(name), meaning the little, younger or the youngest.  Sometimes one or two of a families children had the same name as their father or mother.  A family could have a store-Ola (meaning the adult Ola, or Big Ola),and a vesle-Ola (the youngest, or little Ola).  This prefix was used for both males and females, and I guess we can centire tradition an addressing nickname.

Hereditary given names

The custom of using the same hereditary names seems to have fell out of favor near the end of the 19th century, however the tradition is still in use by many families in Norway.  

An inexperienced or foreign genealogist may easily get confused with these naming practices.  Here is a general summary which may help you understand this custom.

Sons were usually named after: 

1. The father's father 

2. The mother's father 

3. A dead husband (sometimes) 

4. A dead sibling (sometimes) 

5. A dead uncle (sometimes) 

6. The great-grandparents 

Daughters were usually named after: 

1. The father's mother 

2. The mother's mother 

3. A dead wife (sometimes) 

4. A dead sibling (sometimes) 

5. A dead aunt (sometimes) 

6. The great-grandparents

The eight day limit was reinforced in 1683, but this led to a widely use of home baptizing, which was allowed and common.  In 1745 came a new prescription, which intended to stop the abuse of home baptizing, however this was redrawn again in 1771.  From then the parents themselves had to decide if home baptizing were necessary, and no time limit was given to confirm home baptized by the church.

Variations in the spelling

Another difficulty for the researcher is the inconsistent manner in which a persons first (or Christian) name may be spelled in various records.  Norway's written language has been heavily influenced by the Swedish and especially Danish languages because of the long time union Norway has had with with these countries.

A name may have been written very differently in the records than the actual spoken form of the name.  For example, almost all the men in my family from Hemsedal named Ola were written in the church records as Ole.

However, this is incorrect.  Many were most certainly named Ole, but not all of them.  There are lots of other examples of spelling variations.  Knut could be written Knud, Svein could be written Sven or even Svend, Mari could be written Marie, Ingebjørg could be written Ingeborg, and so on.

It seems it all depended on the writer and his writing skills.  The more educated, the more Danish the spelling.  There are other phonetic differences but we won't describe all of them here.

The Male Patronymic

The early use of surnames often confuses the inexperienced and foreign genealogist of today, but the concept behind them is quite simple really.  Almost every person had a patronymic name or fathers-name.

For example if a man, whose first name was Ola fathered a son and named him Knut, then the boy would be called Knut Olssen.  The -sen ending literally means son of.  In some dialects the patronymic could be Olsson, Olssøn or Olssønn, but the meaning is the same.

The Female Patronymic

If Ola had a daughter and named her Anne, she would be called Anne Olsdatter.  The -datter ending literally means daughter of.  In some dialects the pattronymic could be Olsdotter or Olsdottir, but the meaning is the same.

The spoken form, however, was more like Anne Olste or Olstet.  Today Norwegian genealogists often use Olsdtr.  as an abbreviated form.  Women used their patronymic name all their life, married or not, but this custom began to change around 1900 or a little earlier.

Similarity

The Scandinavian patronymic tradition is very similar to the Scottish-Gaelic tradition, which uses Mac (Mc or M') and the Irish tradition of using &' before a name.  The first mean son of while the second mean son of son of, both have come to be thought of as literally coming from or sioul (meaning blood of).  The big difference though is those traditions ended long before the Scandinavian tradition did.

Genealogists and Research

Genealogists should use the patronymic name as a clue for further research.  If you had an ancestor named Ingeborg Olsdtr., then you known for certain her father's first name must have been Ola.

This helps to narrow the search.  But of course it can be confusing to find a family where the father's name is Ola Knutsen, the mother's name Birgit Sveinsdtr., and the children are named Knut Olsen and Anne Olsdtr.

Not All Used Patronymics

Patronymic names were often dropped by the upper classes of society.  In certain regions the patronymic was the only surname in use.  As a rule the name of the location the person lived, like an address name was added to the end of their name.  This falls into two classes.

Hereditary surnames

Many families had a hereditary last name, often very old and in many cases of foreign origin.  This was often the case in the cities and among high officials everywhere in the country.

If the family had a last name of this type, there was no need too add a farm name.  Hereditary names were seldom location or geographical names, as in the case of the farm names.

Of course this led to complains about to long a time from the home baptizing to the confirming, so a new prescription was declared June 22nd 1814.  This established a new time limit for both home baptizing and the confirmation to the church, set to nine months at the most.  Old church records does almost never confirm if baptizing was made at home or at church.

The use of the farm name

It was a common tradition to add the farm name to a persons name.  Originally this was used as a kind of address to tell people except but later this often became a firm surname.  Let's use the example mentioned above: If Knut Olsen settled on a farm called Jordheim, he would be addressed as Knut Olsen Jordheim, which means Knut Olsen, the one who lives at Jordheim.  If he moved to a farm called Eikre, he would be addressed as Knut Olsen Eikre.

Because most farms existing today were were divided from an older and larger farm many families may have the same surname.  The Jordheim farm in Hemsedal is such an example and today several farms and families by this name exist.  Not all of them are related to each other.

Often when farms were divided by inheritance, sale or purchase the new family would attach the farm name to the end of their names a kind of family nickname used to indicate their home farm.  My grandmother was born Anne Olsdtr.  and her parents were Ola Olson Trøim and Birgit Sveinsdtr.  Jordheim.

However they went under the name Ola and Birgit Nilssongard because the farm section they lived on was called Nilssongard, but the farm name is Jordheim.  The Nilssongard name was probably attached because the first owner was named Nils or perhaps had the patronymic Nilsson.

Often when farms were divided from a larger farm the new farm would be given an additional descriptive name such as, øvre- (upper-), nedre- (lower-), midtre- (middle-), nordre- (northern-) or søndre- (southern-) to the farm name.  Then the owner would have been addressed as Ola Olsen nedre Jordheim.

Often the farms were divided into more units than there were natural descriptive names.  In such cases the first owner of the new unit often became the source name for the new farm, such as the Nilssongard farm in Hemsedal which is named after its first owner.

Married women

In the last decades of the 19th century two new naming patterns emerged, one was considered radical.  A married woman could take her husband's patronymic.  

Anne Olsdtr.  could become Anne Knutsen if her husbands patronymic was Knutsen, which was an entirely new and confusing concept.  However, it seems the common people only copied this naming custom from the wealthier people, those with hereditary last names.

Children

The second and more radical new custom was that children now took their father's last name instead of a patronymic name derived from his first name.  During the transition period that lasted until 1923, one can find both the old and new patterns used, sometimes even within the same family.

The end of the patronymics

In 1923 a new law appeard, which directed each family to adopt a hereditary surname, and only one.  Some families took a patronymic as a surname, others a farm or place name, and of course the old hereditary names lived on.  But the result created a great amount of Olsen's, Hansen's, Nilsen's and similar names - just like those old patronymics.

Later many surnames of this kind were replaced by constructed names to avoid confusion.

Modern naming patterns

Usually the father's last name became the family surname.  Women have often lost their surnames or last names throughout history, however that tradition is changing.  

Nowadays many women keep their surnames when they marry, or rather they have a choice.  Actually both women and men have a choice to use either his or her surname.  Even the old patronymic custom is becoming popular again.  

Oh well, I guess this will make the 21st century genealogists even more confused than we already were.

Swedish History Summary

The following information was taken from the internet web site at http:// (Ron_needs_tofind_location_and_edit_this_appendix).  

Fourteen thousand years ago the whole of the present country of Sweden was covered by a thick ice Chapter.  As the ice slowly retreated, man came to Sweden and the first known human the tenant place, which has been found in southern Sweden, dates from around 10,000 BC.  It is clear that from the period 8000 to 6000 BC the country as a whole began to be populated by peoples who lived by hunting and fishing and who used simple stone tools.  The tenant places and graves dating from the Stone Age, which is generally regarded as lasting until about 1800 BC, are being found in increasing numbers.  Stone tools became more sophisticated during that period, which was succeeded in the Nordic region by the Bronze Age from 1800 to 500 BC.  This period gets its name from the bronze weapons and religious objects which characterize the archaeological discoveries dating from these centuries, even though stone tools continued to dominate everyday life.  The Bronze Age is marked in the Nordic region, especially in Denmark but also in Sweden, by a high level of culture, which is shown, for example, by the artefacts found in graves.  After about 500 BC such artefacts become more rare as iron began to be more generally used.  During the Early Iron Age (500 BC- 400 AD), the period of the great migrations (400- 550) and the socalled Vendel period (550- 800)--so named because of the magnificent boat graves found at Vendel in Uppland--the population of Sweden became a settled one and agriculture came to form the basis for the economy and for society.  

The Vikinq Age and Early Christianity 

The Viking Age, 800- 1050, was characterized by a marked expansion, which in the case of Sweden was mainly directed eastwards.  Many Viking expeditions set off from Sweden with the mixed purpose of plunder and trade along the coasts of the Baltic Sea and the rivers which stretched deep into present- day Russia, where Swedish Vikings established trading stations and short- lived principalities, like that of Rurik at Novgorod.  The Vikings active in the east travelled as far as the Black and Caspian Seas, where they developed trading links with the Byzantine Empire and the Arab dominions.  At the same time, Christianity first reached Sweden with the mission of Ansgar, who visited the country from the Carolingian Empire in the ninth century.  However, it was not until the eleventh century that Sweden was Christianized.  Even then the old pagan Nordic religion survived until far into the twelfth century, and Sweden did not obtain an archbishop of its own until 1164.  Sweden's expansion in the east continued during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries through the incorporation of Finland into the Swedish kingdom after several crusades.  

The Founding of the Kingdom 

The various provinces of Sweden, which had previously been independent entities, were absorbed around 1000 into a single unit whose centre of gravity lay partly in Västergötland and Östergötland and partly in the provinces around Lake Mälaren, especially Uppland.  From the middle of the twelfth century onward there was a hard struggle for temporal power in this kingdom between the Sverker and Erik families, which held the crown alternately between 1160 and 1250.  However, during this period the main administrative units were still the provinces, each of which had its own assembly (ting), lawmen and laws.  It was first during the latter portion of the thirteenth century that the crown gained a greater measure of influence and was able, with the introduction of royal castles and provincial administration, to assert the authority of the central government and to impose laws and Resolutions valid for the whole kingdom.  In 1280 King Magnus Ladulås (1275- 90) issued a statute which involved the establishment of a temporal nobility and the organization of society on the feudal model.  A council containing representatives of the aristocracy and the church was set up to advise the king.  In 1350, during the reign of Magnus Eriksson (1319- 64), the various provincial law codes were superseded by a law code that was valid for the whole country.  

The Honsa Period 

Trade increased during the fourteenth century, especially with the German towns which were grouped under the leadership of Lübeck in the Hansa League.  For the following 200 years, until the middle of the sixteenth century, the Hansa dominated Sweden's trade, and a large number of towns were founded in Sweden as a consequence of the lively commercial activity connected with the Hansa.  Agriculture was and remained the basis for economic life and it too developed during these years through the introduction of the three-field system and improved tools.  However, the Black Death, which reached Sweden in 1350, led to a long period of economic decline marked by a smaller population and many abandoned farms.  The crisis cannot really be said to have been surmounted until the latter portion of the fifteenth century, at the same time as the production of iron in central Sweden began to play an increasingly important role in the country's economy.  

The Kalmar Union 

In 1389, through inheritance and family ties, the crowns of Denmark, Norway and Sweden were united under the rule of the Danish Queen Margareta.  In 1397, the socalled Union of Kalmar was concluded under her leadership.  It involved an undertaking that the three Scandinavian countries should have one and the same king.  In fact, however, the whole union period, 1397- 1521, was marked by conflict between the central government, represented by the king, on the one hand and the high nobility along with intermittently rebellious burghers and peasants on the other.  These conflicts, which became interwoven with efforts to maintain Sweden's national unity and the economic interests it shared with the Hansa, culminated in the so- called bloodbath of Stockholm in 1520, when eighty of the leading men in Sweden were executed at the instigation of the Danish union king, Kristian II.  This event provoked a rebellion, which in 1521 led to the deposition of Kristian II and the seizure of power by a Swedish nobleman, Gustav Vasa, who was elected king of Sweden in 1523.  

The Vasa Period 

The foundations of the Swedish national state were laid during the reign of Gustav Vasa (1523- 60).  The church was turned into a national institution, its estates were confiscated by the state and the Protestant Reformation was introduced in several stages.  At the same time the administration was reorganized along German lines and power was concentrated in the hands of the king.  The position of the crown was strengthened further in 1544 when a hereditary monarchy was introduced.  Before that time the country had been an elective monarchy, and the aristocracy had been able to assert itself every time the throne fell vacant.  The efforts of the higher nobility to re- establish the power of the council during the reigns of Erik XIV (1560- 68),Johan III (1568- 92) and Sigismund (1592- 99) failed in the long run.  During the reigns of Man IX (1599- 1611) and Gustav II Adolf--Gustavus Adolphus--(1611- 32), the crown was able to maintain and strengthen its position.  After the death of Gustav II Adolf at the Battle of Lützen in 1632, the higher nobility succeeded in introducing a new constitution, the Form of Government of 1634, which created a number of central administrative bodies and placed effective power in their hands.  However, this constitution only applied during periods when the monarch was a minor--first in the case of Queen Kristina and then in that of Man XI--and lost all actuality in 1680 when Man XI repossessed crown land which had previously been transferred to the nobility.  This move definitively turned the nobility into a bureaucratic class obedient to the king's will in everything.  

From Great Power Policy to Neutrality 

Since the dissolution of the union with Denmark and Norway, Swedish foreign policy had aimed at gaining domination of the Baltic Sea, and this led from the 1560s onwards to repeated wars with Denmark.  After Sweden intervened in 1630 with great success in the Thirty Years' War on the side of the German Protestants and Gustav II Adolf had become one of Europe's leading monarchs, Sweden defeated Denmark in the two wars of 1643- 45 and 165758.  These victories led to the incorporation into Sweden of the previously Danish provinces of Skåne, Halland, Blekinge and Gotland and of the previously Norwegian provinces of Bohuslän, Jämtland XE "Jämtland"  and Härjedalen.  Finland, and also a number of provinces in northern Germany and the present- day Baltic republics, also belonged to Sweden, and after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 and the Peace of Roskilde with Denmark in 1658 Sweden was a great power in northern Europe.  The country even founded a short- lived colony in what is now Delaware in North America.  However, Sweden was, except for some small ironworks and the copper Mine at 

Falun, a purely agrarian country based on a natural economy, and lacked the resources to maintain its position as a great power in the long run.  After its defeat in the Great Northern War (1700- 21) against the combined forces of Denmark, Poland and Russia, Sweden lost most of its provinces on the other side of the Baltic Sea and was reduced to largely the same frontiers as present- day Sweden and Finland.  During the Napoleonic Wars, Finland was finally surrendered to Russia and Sweden's last possessions in northern Germany were also lost.  As compensation for these losses, the French marshal Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, who had been elected heir to the Swedish throne in 1810, succeeded in obtaining Norway, which was forced into a union with Sweden in 1814.  This union was peacefully dissolved in 1905 after many internal disputes.  Since the short war fought against Norway in 1814 in connection with the creation of the union, Sweden has not been involved in any war and has also since the First World War pursued a foreign policy of nonalignment in peacetime and neutrality in wartime, basing its security on a strong national defence.  Nonetheless, Sweden joined the League of Nations in 1920 and the United Nations in 1946, and within the framework of these has taken portion in several international peacekeeping missons.  

The end of the Cold War and of the political division of Europe has in the 1990s created new perspectives for Sweden`s foreign and security policy, and new opportunities for Sweden to participate in the process of West European integration.  Sweden therefore applied for full membership of the European Community (EC) in 1991, and became a member of the European Union (EU) on 1 January 1995 after a referendum in November 1994 that gave "Yes to the EU" 52.3 % of the votes.  As an EU member, Sweden will retain its military nonalignment, and thus does not contemplate joining any future EU defence alliance.  

Constitutional, Economic and Political Development 

After the death of the warrior king Man XII in 1718 and Sweden's defeat in the Great Northern War, the Swedish Parliament (the Riksdag) and council were strong enough to introduce a new constitution which abolished royal absolutism and placed power in the hands of Pa liament.  During the socalled Era of LibertW (171972) Sweden developed a form of parliamentary government which meant that the party dominant in Parliament appointed the government (the council), which in turn was responsible before Parliament.  However, Gustav III (1771- 92) reduced the power of Parliament through a bloodless coup in 1772 and later, in 1789, he reintroduced absolutism.  

In other respects, eighteenth- century Sweden was characterized by rapid cultural development, which partly occurred in close contact with France.  Overseas trade, which also developed at a rapid pace during the eighteenth century, was hard hit by the Napoleonic Wars, which led to general stagnation and economic crisis in Sweden during the first portion of the nineteenth century.  Even during the latter portion of the century, despite the construction, of railways and the emergence of the sawmill industry, Sweden was still a poor country, in which 90% of the population earned its livelihood within agriculture.  One consequence of this situation was emigration, mainly to North America, which in relative terms was very substantial: over one million Swedes out of a population of five million emigrated between 1866 and 1914.  Industry did not begin to grow until the 1890s, though it then developed very rapidly between 1900 and 1930 and transformed Sweden into one of Europe's leading industrial nations after the Second World War.  

Domestic politics were marked by calm and peaceful development after Gustav IV Adolf (1792- 1809) was deposed by a coup d'etat in 1809.  A new constitution characterized by the separation of powers on Montesquieu's model was introduced.  Shortly afterwards the French marshal Jean Baptiste Bernadotte was elected heir to the Swedish throne and he became king in 1818 as Man XIV Johan (1818- 44) .  His conservative policies put their mark on his reign, but nevertheless a liberal opposition began to make its presence felt.  In 1842, compulsory education and elementary schools were introduced, and the reigns of his son and grandson, Oskar I (1844- 59) and Man XV (1859- 72), witnessed a liberal breakthrough which involved the abolition of the guild system in 1846, the adoption of free trade in the 1850s and 1860s, and finally the introduction of local self- government in 1862 and the reform of Parliament in 1866.  This last reform involved the abolition of the old Parliament of four estates, which had existed since the fifteenth century, and its replacement by a bicameral Parliament which survived until the introduction of a unicameral system in 1971.  

Nineteenth- century Sweden was also marked by the emergence of strong popular movements like the free churches, the temperance and women's movements and above all the labour movement.  The latter, which grew in pace with industrialization in the latter portion of the nineteenth century, was reformist in outlook after the turn of the century and the first representatives of social democracy entered the government as early as 1917.  Universal suffrage was introduced for men in 1909 and for women in 1921, and this latter date also marked the breakthrough for the principle of parliamentary government.  Plans for a welfare society were laid during the 1930s after the Social Democrats had become the governing party, and it proved possible to put these plans into effect in all essentials after the Second World War, During the Second World War, a coalition government of the four democratic parties was formed.  After the war ended, a purely Social Democratic government resumed office under Per Albin Hansson.  On Hansson's death in 1946, Tage Erlander became prime minister and held this post without interruption until 1969, when Olof Palme succeeded him as PM until 1976.  Under Social Democratic leadership but in close co- operation with the other democratic parties, a number of reforms were carried out in the 1940s and '50s that together laid the foundations of the Swedish welfare state.  

Simultaneously, demands for a modernization of the 1809 constitution were also made.  After lengthy discussions and investigations, a new form of government was adopted in 1974.  This enshrines the principle that all public power is derived from the people, who are to appoint the members of Parliament in free elections.  Parliament alone is to pass laws and is entitled to levy taxes.  The government is appointed by and responsible to Parliament.  The king is still the head of state, but his functions are reduced to purely ceremonial ones.  Gustaf VI Adolf, who came to the throne in 1950, was succeeded on his death in 1973 by Carl XVI Gustaf, who was the first Swedish king to "reign" in accordance with the new constitution.  In 1980, an amendment in the order of succession introduced an equal right of inheritance to the crown for men and women, which meant that Princess Victoria became the heir apparent instead of her younger brother Carl Philip.  

The international economic crisis precipitated by the dramatic hikes in oil prices in 1973 boosted unemployment in Sweden, as elsewhere.  The expansion of industry that had taken place at a very rapid rate during the 1950s and '60s and also the swift growth in production had, by the beginning of the 1970s, brought about a steady and steep rise in living standards in Sweden.  From the mid- 1970s this improvement in standards took place at a slower rate, and towards the end of the 1980s it ceased entirely.  

The economic crisis resulted in the departure of the Social Democratic government after the 1976 parliamentary elections and the formation of a non- socialist coalition government under the leadership of Centre Party chairman Thorbjörn Fälldin.  However, conflicts concerning the continued expansion of nuclear power prompted several government reshuffles.  In the 1982 parliamentary elections, employment and the budget deficit were among the focal issues of debate.  The elections resulted in a victory for the Social Democratic Party, which thereafter formed a government with Olof Palme as prime minister.  By a devaluation and various other vigorous measures, the new government succeeded in improving Sweden's economic situation.  The sharp upturns in the international trade cycle in 1983 and subsequent years enabled Sweden to balance the national budget once more, and the government utilized this for a massive expansion of the public sector.  

The murder of Olof Palme, the prime minister, on 28 February 1986 came as a shock to the Swedish people, who had been spared this kind of political violence for nearly 200 years.  Palme's successor as prime minister was Ingvar Carlsson, who in all essentials retained Palme's policy.  

The accelerated growth in production that had formerly characterized economic development in Sweden ended in the 1980s.  At the end of the decade and in the early 1990s, it gave way to a fall in industrial production and a negative balance of payments vis- a- vis the rest of the world.  At the same time, the big expansion of the public sector imposed heavlm demands on the economy.  A swift rise in unemployment contributed further to heavy deficits in the budget and a rapidly swelling national debt.  Discontent with the Social Democratic government grew ever stronger, and the 1991 parliamentary elections resulted in its resignation and replacement by a nonsocialist coalition government with Moderate Party leader Carl Bildt as prime minister.  Despite all its efforts to encourage enterprise and also major savings in the public cector.  this new zovernment did not succeed in getting to grips with unemployment, nor with the rapidly growing budget deficit and consequently increasing national debt.  

The parliamentary elections of 1994 meant that the Social Democrats took the lead once more, forming a Social Democratic minority government with Ingvar Carlsson as prime minister.  

With a persistently high unemployment rate and also a substantial deficit in the national budget and a growing national debt, Sweden in the mid- 199Os is facing major problems.  Raised taxes and savings characterize the policy that the Social Democratic government is obliged to pursue.  However, signs of improved international economic trends, rising exports and a strengthened balance of payments afford hopes of brighter future prospects.  Despite the economic crisis that affected Sweden in the first half of the 1990s, the country still features a high average standard of living and considerable social security.

Swedish Royalty from the Year 995 a.d.

The following information was taken from the internet web site at http:// (Ron_needs_tofind_location_and_edit_this_appendix).

PRIVATE
Years 
Name 
Notes

 

The Erik Segersäll dynasty: 



995-1022 
Olof Skötkonung 
He gave out the first Swedish coins.  

1022-1050 
Anund Jakob 
He fought with 420 battleships the battle in Helge River, 1027 against Knut the Great of Denmark and won.  

1050-1061 
Emund Gamle (Edmund Old) 
He was the last king of Erik Segersälls dynasty.  

The Westgotic Stenkil dynasty: 



1061-1066 
Stenkil 
He was "A good archer and fellow toper".  

1066-1067 
"Two kings Erik" 
Erik, wasa heathen with his trust in the god Odin and he was the son of Stenkil from Erik Segersälls dynasty.  The other son Erik, was a good Christian and fought each other this year for power this year. Both were killed in the final battle.  

1067-1070 
Hallsten 
He was another son of Stenkil.  

1070-1075 
Anund Gårdske 
He was a Christian from Russia.  

1075-1079 
Håkan Röde 
He was  the king on the condition that he married Erik the heathens widow (Segersälls blood).  

1079-1084
(1087-1110) 
Inge den äldre (Inge the elder) 
He was another son of Stenkil and Edmund Old's daughter.  He destroyed the heathen temple in Uppsala and was called by the pope Gregorius VII: "Ingo gloriosus Suetonum Rex" which means “Inge, the Swedes Glorious King”.  

1084-1087 
Blot-Sven (Blot = sacrificial feast) 
He was the last heathen king.  

1087-1110 
Inge den äldre (Inge the elder) 


1110-1118 
Filipius 
He was a son of Hallsten 

1110-1125 
Inge (II) den yngre (Inge the younger) 
He also was a son of Hallsten and ruled together with his brother until 1118.  It's possible that he killed Filipius.  

1125-1126 
Ragnvald Knapphövde 
He was King over a part of Sweden.  He was killed by furious farmers in the "wrong" part.  

1125-1130 
Magnus "den starke"(the strong) Nilsson 
He was The "other" king over another part of Sweden.  "His strength and bravery were well known".  

The Sverkian and Erikian dynasties: 



1130-1150 
Sverker den gamle (The Old) 
He founded the two first monasteries in Sweden.  He married Inge d.y.'s widow, Ulfhild.  

1150-1160 
Erik (IX) den helige (The Holy) 
He was killed in the attack by the Danish claimant to the throne, Magnus Henriksson.  In 1170 he was adopted by his son as Sweden's national saint: Saint Erik.  

1160-1161 
Magnus (II) Henriksson 
He was killed in the attack by Man Sverkersson's (son of Sverker the old) army at Örebro.  

1161-1167 
Man (VII) Sverkersson 
He was a son of Sverker the old.  He was killed 1167 at Näs Castle where he was attacked by his son Knut, the son of Erik the holy.  

1167-1169 
Kol and Burislev 
He was a on of Sverker and he ruled different parts of Sweden.  He was defeated by Knut Eriksson.  

1169-1195 
Knut Eriksson 
He was a son of Erik the holy.  He was the founder of Stockholm and one of the most capable kings in Sweden's medieval period.  

1195-1208 
Sverker (II) Karlsson, den yngre (the younger) 
He was a son of Man Sverkersson.  He lost the crown to Erik Knutsson at the battle by Lena Kungsgård.  Erik was the only son of Knut Eriksson that Sverker hadn't killed.  

1208-1216 
Erik (X) Knutsson 
He was the son of Knut Eriksson.  He was a skillful diplomat. 

1216-1222 
Jon Sverkersson Unge (Johan I) 
He was the son of Sverker Karlsson.  He was crowned King at the age of 15 and he died of disease by the age of 21.  

1222-1229
(1234-1250) 
Erik (XI) Eriksson läspe och halte (lisp and limp) 
Son of Erik Knutsson.  King at the age of 6.  Lost the throne to Knut Long but retook it in 1234.  

1229-1234 
Knut (II) Long 
Grandson to Erik the holy.  Took the crown from Erik.  Died in 1234.  

1234 
Holmger 
Son of Knut Long, took a kings name when his father died but lost the throne immediately to Erik Eriksson.  

1234-1250 
Erik (XI) Eriksson läspe och halte 


The Folkunge dynasty: 



1250-1275 
Valdemar 
Son of Birger Jarl, ruling Swedish national Jarl 1248-1266.  King at the age of 12 with his father as chief guardian.  Ruling King in 1266 at the age of 16 after his fathers death.  

1275-1290 
Magnus Ladulås 
Second son of Birger Jarl.  Defeated his brother at Hova in 1275 and became king.  Prisoned his brother Valdemar in 1288.  

1290-1318 
Birger Magnusson 
Son of Magnus Ladulås.  His brothers claimed half the nation in 1308 and got it.  Birger had them prisoned in 1317 in "Nyköpings Gästabud".  He threw the keys in the river and his brothers starved to death.  Some legends say that when the brothers bones were exhumed later, that there were teethmarks on each brother’s shoulder indicating that each brother had been eating the other’s shoulder to survive.  More likely, after the first brother died, the surviving brother did eat his brothers carcass to survive a little longer.

1319-1356
(1359-1364) 
Magnus (III) Eriksson 
Son of duke Erik Magnusson, one of the brothers to Birger Magnusson.  King at the age of 3 with his mother as chief guardian.  Crowned 1332.  Lost the throne to his son Erik Magnusson but retook it.  

1356-1359 
Erik (XII) Magnusson 
Son of Magnus Eriksson.  Maybe killed in the child's-plague or poisoned by his mother, Queen Blanche in 1359.  

1362-1365 
Håkan Magnusson 
Second son of Magnus Eriksson.  King of Norway 1343-1380.  Prisoned his father and took the crown 1361.  Later he released his father and made up with him.  Both were banished by Albrekt 1364, but Håkan made peace with him and kept the western portion of Sweden (Norway).  

1365-1389 
Albrekt of Mecklenburg 
Son of Duke Albrecht II of Mecklenburg.  

The Union time: 



1389-1412 
Margareta 
Wife to Håkan Magnusson.  Defeated and prisoned Albrekt in "The battle at Falköping".  Died of plague in 1412.  

1385-1387 
Olof Håkansson 
Son of Margareta and Håkan Magnusson.  King of Denmark and Norway.  

1396-1434, 1435-1439 
Erik (XIII) of Pommern 
Adopted by Margareta and became king after her death.  At war with Hansan 1426.  Dethroned by Engelbrekt 1434 but later reinstalled.  Dethrone for good 1439.  

1440-1448 
Kristofer of Bayern 
Planned to destroy Hansan and go to war against Russia in 1447, but died before he started anything in 1448 at Helsingborg Castle.  

1448-1457
(1464-1465)
(1467-1470) 
Man (VIII) Knutsson 
1451 At war with his opponent Kristian I in Balticum.  Dethroned in 1457, reinstalled 1464, dethroned again 1465 and reinstalled again 1467.  Died 1470 at Stockholm Castle.  

1457-1464 
Kristian I 
King of Denmark 1448.  Dethroned in Sweden 1464.  

1464-1465 
Man (VIII) Knutsson 


1465-1467 
Kettil Karlsson, Jöns Bengtsson-Oxenstierna and Erik Axelsson-Tott 
Three national Jarls who ruled in different periods in almost three years of internal national chaos.  

1467-1470 
Man (VIII) Knutsson 


1470-1497 
Sten Sture d.on.  (the elder) 
Left the power to Hans Johan II in 1497.  

1497-1501 
Hans Johan II 
Dethroned 1501, maybe suffocated by his son Kristian in 1513.  

1501-1503 
Sten Sture d.on.  (the elder) 
Died in 1503.  

1504-1512 
Svante Nilsson Sture 
Made an alliance with Lübeck in 1509 and threw the Danish out of Sweden 1510.  

1512-1520 
Sten Sture d.y.  (the younger) 
Defeated the Danish army at Stockholm in 1517.  Wounded and killed in battle with a Danish army 1520.  His widow defended later the same year Stockholm Castle against Kristian II of Denmark but capitulated on false terms which led to "Stockholm's Blood Bath".  

1520-1521 
Kristian II (Kristian tyrant) 
King of Denmark.  Won the war against Sweden and promised not to harm anyone if the Swedes surrendered Stockholm Castle without fight.  The Swedes agreed but Kristian had 600 people executed anyway in "Stockholm's Blood Bath".  Dethroned 1521 by Gustav Vasa.  

The Vasa dynasty: 



1521-1560 
Gustav I Vasa 
Threw the Danish out of the country in 1521.  Forced through the reformation 1527 and Swedes became Protestants.  Successfully at war against Russia 1554-1557.  Died in 1560.  Founded the present Sweden.  

1560-1569 
Erik XIV 
Son of Gustav Vasa.  Judged his brother Johan to death for treachery in 1563, reprieved him and had him prisoned.  At war with Denmark 1563-1570.  While of unsound mind May 24 1567, he had several of the higher nobility executed, the Sture-killings.  Dethroned 1569, death sentenced in 1575 and murdered in 1577 with poison in his pea soup.  

1569-1592 
Johan III 
Second son of Gustav Vasa.  Had Erik dethroned and prisoned.  Died at Stockholm Castle in 1592.  

1592-1599 
Sigismund 
Son of Johan III.  Fought several battles against his uncle, duke Man, but lost them all.  Dethroned in 1599.  

1599-1611 
Man IX 
Youngest son of Gustav Vasa.  In Union with the Russian tsar Vassilj in 1609.  Attacked by Denmark in 1611 in the Kalmar-war.  A war that started out very unfortunate for Sweden.  Man died of stroke October 30.  

1611-1632 
Gustav II Adolf 
Son of Man IX.  Made his own campaigns in the inherited Russian war and established Swedish court of appeal 1614-1615.  In 1617 he made peace with Russia and received some land areas, he also occupied Pernau in the inherited war in Poland.  He conquered Riga in 1621.  In 1623 he established The tenant court of appeal.  In 1625 he conquered, among others, Dorpat.  In 1626 he won the battle at Walldorf and conquered, among others Pillau, Elbing and Marienburg.  He made peace with Poland in 1629 and a year later, 1630, he entered the 30-year war and conquered, among others, Stettin.  In 1631 he made a treaty with France and lost Magdeburg, but won the battle at Breitenfeld and forced his way to Maintz.  In 1632 he crushed Tilly at Lech and were killed November 6, at Lützen, where the Swedish army won.  He made Sweden into a great power nation.  

1632-1654 
Kristina 
Only child of Gustav II Adolf.  Queen at the age of 6.  Came of age in 1644.  Completed the Peace at Brömsebro and received some land areas in 1645.  Completed the Westfalian peace in 1648 and received huge German land areas.  She abdicated in 1654 and moved abroad.  Set down in Rome for good in 1668 and founded the famous Accademia Reale.  Died in 1689.  

The Pfalzian dynasty: 



1654-1660 
Man X Gustav 
Son of count Johan Casimir of Zweibrücken-Kleeburg.  In 1642 he distinguished himself at the battle at Breitenfeld.  He proposed to Kristina, in vain, in 1645.  Started a war against Poland in 1655 and won the war a year later at Sandomierz and Warsaw.  Denmark declared war against Sweden in 1657.  He lost the southern portion of Sweden to Denmark.  He tried to assault Copenhagen in 1659 but failed.  Died in 1660.  

1660-1697 
Man XI 
Son of Man X.  King at the age of 4 with Magnus Gabriel De la Gardie, owner of Karlberg Castle and Man X's brother-in-law, as chief guardian.  Came of age in 1672.  Were forced to go into war at Brandenburg according to a French treaty agreement.  A year later the Swedish army were defeated at Fehrbellin, the same year Denmark attacked the south of Sweden.  In 1676 he won back parts of southern Sweden at the battle at Lund and Halmstad.  A year later won he the battle at Landskrona.  Peace were made with Denmark and Preussen in 1679 without land reduction.  He started the reduction of nobles ownings, made a new catechism and hymn book.  Died in 1697 from cancer.  

1697-1718 
Man XII 
Son of Man XI.  Raised and trained in the art of warfare at Karlberg Castle.  King at the age of 14 under chief guardian but depending on circumstances he was declared of age the same year.  Russia, Denmark and Poland made an alliance against Sweden in 1699, now they saw their chance.  In 1700, at the age of 18 he left Stockholm forever.  He attacked surprisingly the Danish army at Humlebæk and forced them into the peace agreement at Travental.  The same year he attacked and defeated tsar Peter of Russia in the brilliant victory at Narva.  In 1701 he crossed the Düna and occupied Kurland.  In 1702 he went into Poland and defeated August II of Poland at Kliszow.  In 1703 he defeated the Sach's at Pultusk and occupied Torn.  In 1704 he managed to get August dethroned in Poland and Stanislaus Leszczynski were elected as new king.  A year later he won the battle at Fraustadt, Stanislaus were crowned and peace was made with Poland.  In 1706 won Rehnsköld the battle at Fraustadt, the same autumn there were peace made with Sachen in Altrannstädt.  A year later he went into alliance with Preussen and treaty with the emperor.  In 1708 he defeated the Russians at Holowczin and went into treaty with the Cossack leader Mazepa of Ukraine.  In 1709 he were defeated at Poltava, where the army, led by Lewenhaupt, capitulated against Man XII:s orders, at Perevolotjna.  In 1710 Magnus Stenbock defeated Denmark at Helsingborg.  In 1713 starts the uproar in Bender, where Man has been as the sultans guest since 1709.  He came back to Sweden and set up headquarters in Lund in 1715.  Three years later, in 1718, he went to war against Norway and were shot to death November 30 at Fredrikshall, the night before the fortress were conquered.  He was taken to Karlberg Castle in Stockholm and was later on buried at Riddarholmen, February 26, 1719.  

1718-1720 
Ulrika Elenora 
Sister to Man XII.  Married to Fredrik of Hessen in 1715.  Prisoned and executed Man XII:s minister of finance, baron G.H.v.  Goertz in 1718 (that's the way to deal with them!).  Renounced the throne in 1720 in favor of her husband.  She died in 1724 without having any children.  

1720-1751 
Fredrik I 
Son of count Man of Hessen-Kassel.  General in Man XII:s Karoliner army.  Followed the king to the battle at Frederikshald, and were probably the soul behind the plots that led to Man XII:s death.  After the king were fallen he broke up the siege, threw the guns in the ocean and started to split up the war cash amongst the generals so that they would vote Ulrika for Queen.  He succeeded and were made king in 1720.  At the tough peace at Nystad the same year he sold out Swedish interests and took care of his personal.  In 1741 he voted in favor of war against Russia, the peace costed a portion of Finland.  Died in 1751 without being missed by anyone.  

The Holstein-Gottorp dynasty: 



1751-1771 
Adolf Fredrik 
Son of Kristian August of Holstein Gottorp.  Elected king in1751.  In open fight with the Nation Council in 1755, they wanted to sign documents with the kings name and stamp.  In 1756 his wife, Lovisa Ulrika, made an unsuccessful attempt to a revolution in order to increase the kings power.He died in 1771 from stroke.  Remembered as a weak regent.  

1771-1792 
Gustav III 
Son of Adolf Fredrik.  Made an un-bloody coup d'état in 1772 and forced through a new form of government which concentrated the power to the king.  Abolished the same year torture.  Established an official discount bank a year later.  Made a successful monetary conversion in 1777.  Rearranged the Navy in 1780.  Attacked Russia in 1788 but didn't manage to crush the Russian navy at Hogland.  The Viborgska gauntlet and the brilliant naval victory at Svensksund ended all Russian plots.  In 1791 General Pechlin formed a conspiration among nobles against the king.  March 16, 1792, the king were shot at an opera masquerade by captain J.J.  Anckarström.  The king died March 29.  Gustav III had French education and wide culture interests.  He came to be known as "the theater king".  

1792-1809 
Gustav IV Adolf 
Son of Gustav III.  Made monetary conversion in 1803, 1804 and 1807 after a rough period for the nation.  New school order in 1807.  Union with England and Russia in 1805 followed by the Pomeranian war, 1805-1807, which ended in French victory.  Assaulted a Russian army in Finland.  Lost Sveaborg by treachery.  Captured and dethroned by Adlercreutz in 1809.  Lived a roving life in Europe and died as colonel Gustafsson at White Horse Inn at S:t Gallen, Switzerland.  

1809-1818 
Man XIII 
Second son of Adolf Fredrik.  Adopted marshal Bernadotte in 1810 after his successor to the throne's sudden death from stroke.Bernadotte defeated the coalition forces supreme commander, Napoleon, at Leipzig, which made Man XIII king of Norway.  Man XIII died in 1818 from a longer period of illness.  

The Bernadotte dynasty: 



1818-1844 
Man XIV Johan 
Earlier marshal of France in Napoleons army.  Made to Swedish crown prince in 1810.  Made peace with England and treaty with Russia in 1812.  In 1813 he formed an alliance with England and Preussen and were made to supreme commander over the northern army.  Crushed Napoleon at Leipzig and defeated Denmark at Bornhöved.  In 1814 Peace at Kiel, where Denmark gave Norway to Sweden.  Made to king in 1818.  Treaty with Denmark in 1819.  In 1838 there were disturbances in Stockholm and departments were set up.  Died March 8, 1844 

1844-1859 
Oskar I 
Son of Man XIV Johan.  Stopped a planned war against France in 1840.  Declared Sweden as neutral in the Krim wars in 1853.  New liquor and railway policy in 1854.  In 1855 he stated the November treaties with high demands for going into war with the western nations side.  Died in 1859.  

1859-1872 
Man XV 
Son of Oskar I.  In 1865 he agreed on introduction of bicameral system.  

1872-1907 
Oskar II 
Second son of Oskar I.  In 1895 he resolved a difficult Union crisis.  Introduced a new defense force organization in 1901, based on conscripts.  Acknowledged Norway as a sovereign state in 1905.  Died in 1907.  

1907-1950 
Gustav V 
Son of Oskar II.  Elected king in 1907.  Refrained from crowning.  The last king to have influence on politics.  Accepted parliamentarism in 1917.  Worked hard for Sweden's neutrality during both WW.  Died October 29, 1950.  

1950-1973 
Gustav VI 
Son of Gustav V.  Refrained from crowning.  Received a new form of government to be set in 1975 or at his death, a totally republican constitution.  

1973- 
Man XVI Gustav 
Grandson of Gustav VI.  Both parents (crown prince Gustav Adolf and princess Sibylla) were killed in a plane crash in 1947.  Education within the army and the navy.  Married since 1976 with Queen Silvia.  Lives with the royal family at Drottningholm Castle but still uses Stockholm Castle as official residents.  

? 
Victoria Ingrid Alice Désirée 
Daughter of Man XVI.  Born July 14, 1977.  Crown Princess of Sweden and duchess of Västergötland.  


