	Swedish history

	OBS! This site is under construction and I hope it will be ready in May this year.
Put a bookmark here, so you later on can go back and see my news.

	In this part of my site I will present an outline of the old Swedish peasant society. I present how it was organized from the time Sweden was Christianised to the middle of the 19th century. I ALSO describe the region of Östergötland and the north of the province of Småland , where my ancestors lived, in greater detailed. 

Other sites about the Swedish history you will find on my link-page 

The village community was the organizational form, where jointly work was done on the community land. The parish organized the neighbouring villages. The peasant societies in the parish was jointly responsible for their common church. The administrative county district was called "härad" and joined the parishes in the district for the common administration of justice. The "härad" treated also local political subjects and organazed the local defence. A region called "lagsaga" organized the administrative county districts, "härad", in the region called "landskap". The sessions in the "lagsaga", also called "landsting" was in the beginning the higher court and also the level where the "landskap" was ruled from. 


	Lagaga 

"Lagsaga" or "landsaga" is the origin to the Swedish provinces called "Landskap". Before the early Middle Age when we got the provincial laws (landskapslagar), there were so called heathen laws. During the time of the provincial laws in the 13th century, the provinces coincided with the Lagsaga. A Lagsaga was a region which had a common law. The provinces Gotland, Närke, Värmland, Västergötland with Dalsland included, Västmanland and Östergötland had a Lagsaga of their own. To the Lagsaga of Östergötland were the administrative county districts in the north of Småland and the province and island Öland also included. The lagsaga of the province Hälsingland included the rest of the north of Sweden and the Swedish settlement in Finland. The rest of Finland consisted of one Lagsaga. 


	Landskap (Province) 

The provinces of Sweden have a various origin and age. In the absence of source material we know very little about how the society was organised. Most likely were sections of the population organised in what was called "land" and later "landskap" (provinces). The common life was regularised in the villages. These so called "land" were in the middle of the 11th century constituted and loosely bounded up with a common king as a uniting factor. By being Christianised the Roman Church had an influence on the society which was growing during the Middle Ages. 

The different provinces were characterised by that they were strongly self-governed. The provinces in the part of Sweden called "Götaland" were divided up into administrative county district called "härad" and in the area of Sweden called "Svealand" that kind of units were called hundare and in the coastal region skeppslag. In the island Gotland these districts were called "ting". During the 12th and 13th centuries the significance of the provinces was growing. These "land" were both an administrative and a judicial unit. Its body was called "landsting" or "lagmansting" and was conducted by a chief judge called "lagman". Most of the provinces corresponded with the "lagsaga", which was the area for the law of the province, with the exception of e.g. Östergötland, which also included the small "lands" in north and east of Småland. 

To the top 

The law-rolls of the Swedish provinces were valid for the people before a common law for all provinces was introduced. These provincial laws were taken down on paper in the 13th and 14th century. These laws are besides the rune stones, the earliest literary text in the Swedish language. The Swedish provincial laws were divided into acts, so called "balkar". This classification in acts is preserve to the Swedish law of today, except for minor additions and adjustments. The acts were divided up in so called "flockar". Under the King Magnus Ladulås' reign, 1275-1290, it was established, that the chief judge ("lagman") had to keep a judgement book, where all passed sentences had to be written down. According to the law, the judgement book had to be written in Swedish, regardless if the king, a chief judges or so-called "häradshövding" would write in it. 

To the top 

The older provincial law of Västergötland is the oldest preserved Swedish law and was taken down in the 1220th. The provincial law of Skåne was taken down in about 1210 and the "Gutalagen" from the province Gottland in 13th century have their origin from Danish legislation. In the end of the 13th the provincial law of Östergötland was taken down and the provincial law of Uppland in 1296, Småland in about the 14th century. During the beginning of the 14th century the provincial laws of Västmanland, Södermanland and Hälsingland were taken down. There was a law called "Danalagen" and the history experts disagree if that law belonged to the province Värmland or Dalarna. However they are sure that it has existed a provincial law of Värmland, but nothing of it is preserved. The king Magnus Ladulås, the son of Birger Jarl, established the provincial law of Närke. The later province "Dalarna" was a county district ("hundare") and the chief judge was the "lagman" of Närke. 

To the top 

Beside the provincial laws there were special city-laws, where so called "Björköarätten" the most famous. "Björköarätten" was a law for Stockholm and other cities in the mainland. When the provincial laws was taken down, the Christian church had established as much, that it had some extent of influence, which had an effect of tone down on the legislation. In the province laws contained a special act of church ("kyrkobalk"), where the church' interests were maintained. 

To the top 

The Swedish provinces lost its significance during the end of the 13th century and in the 14th century, when the kings so called "folkungarna" was reigning. The central power increased during the reign of Birger Jarl (he was not a king, but a guardian of his son Valdemar) and king Magnus Ladulås. These kings and their men founded so called "frihetslagar" (liberty-laws) as the privacy of the home, women's protection, protection during the court sessions and protection when visiting the church. These laws founded by the king was called "edsöreslag" and promised the common law. When the law of Östergötland was taken down, these laws founded by the king were included in a separate act. When the central power had increased, there was a need of a common law valid for all provinces. About 1335, king Magnus Eriksson founded a common law, which by gradual stages became established in all Swedish provinces. During the reign of king Kristoffer, a new version of the common law was established in 1442. These common laws were hold good to the new law founded in 1734. 

To the top 


	Härader and rådhusrätter
The county district and the town court 
The administrative and legal unit, so called "härad", consisted of a geographical territory. These units were the basis of the so-called "ledung", a system organising the coastal fleet and so-called "gästning", a system providing the king and his men, with maintenance, when they were visiting the territory. The administration unit of justice and the session was called "häradsting" (in Svealand. before 1250, called "hundareting" and in the costal region "skeppslagsting"). From the beginning, the lawsuit was an oral one. The county district was divided into smaller units called "domkrets", mostly corresponding to one or more parishes. In medieval times there were not any judgement book kept in the county districts. 

The towns were organised in a German model. The town council consisted of a chief magistrate and councillors. In Stockholm six chief magistrates and thirty councillors were chosen. A sheriff was selected to look after the king's interests. The town court was called "rådhusrätt" and had to consist of one third of the council. 

The town court of Stockholm should, according to the law of King Magnus Eriksson, consist of two chief magistrates and ten councillors together with a sheriff. It was stipulate later, during the 15th century, that all towns should have two chief magistrates and twelve councillors. House-owners where the only ones eligible for the council. In larger towns, there were also a lower level of court, called "Kämnärsrätt". It consisted of the sheriff and two councillors, who judged less serious crimes. Even during the medieval time, the town council kept a judgement book called "tänkebok". 

To the top 

A chief judge, "häradshövding", conducted the sessions of the district administrative court, which was called "häradsrätt". According to the provincial law, the inhabitant of the district should nominate three persons and then the king should appoint one of these candidates as the chief judge. As the chief judge conducted the sessions, his duty was to interpret the law and give his verdict upon the case. The point at issue was brought to a conclusion in different forms depending on the case. There were three kinds of cases, testimony cases ("vittnesmål"), cases under oath ("dulsmål"), and cases required panel of lay assessors ("nämndmål"). In the testimony, witnesses settled the case. "Dulsmål" was settled under oath. In testimony cases, a panel of lay assessors should settle the point at issue. The panel was chosen for the specific case in the sessions. After the common law was established, these panels became more and more permanent during the whole sessions. In the beginning of the 15th century all cases were considered as cases, which required a panel of lay assessors called "häradsnämnd". The co-called "häradsnämnd" could consist of up to twelve members called "nämndemän". The lay assessors came from different part of the county and were respected and reliable men from the village, chosen to that position of trust. The oldest of these lay assessors got the honorary title "häradsdomare". The lay assessors had to take the oath, the so-called "nämndemännen". The oath valid in 1442 for the lay assessors is still valid in our courts of today. 

To the top 

In addition to be the court of first instance, the county district was e.g. the forum, where taxes were discussed and approved or disapproved. When taxes were disapproved, the county district came into conflict with the central power. Over the years the balance between this central power and the decentralised power varied. Even in times of autocracy, the king used this decentralised power, when he was into conflict with the council of the realm or the aristocracy. An example on that is when King Karl XI in 1680 carried through the so-called "reduktionen", the reduction, when manors and estates were drawn in to the states property. 

To the top 

The legislation was originally made up of pagan laws where tribal feuds and deadly feuds probably were considerable features. Later, at the time when the Christianity arrived in Scandinavia the provincial laws and the so-called "edsöreslagarna" were made. The so-called "edsöreslagarna" were special regulations made by the king and his men. These regulations were embodied into the law of the province of Östergötland, the so-called "edsöresbalken". A crime against that special law was imposed on a severe punishment than other laws. In the connection with the facts, that the provinces were more joined into a country and the central power had become stronger, the King Magnus Eriksson's law was founded in 1335. That law was gradually introduced and was practised in all provinces at the end of the 14th century. A special law was founded for the towns. There had been such laws for the towns earlier and the most known of them was the so-called "Björköarätten". This law was originally valid for Birka. "Bjökröarätten" was later also valid for Sigtuna and Stockholm along with a number of towns in the mainland. The separate rural legislation and town legislation remained to the law of 1734. That law was valid for all inhabitants in the country, both for the citizens and the rural population. There where still special stipulations for the towns, e.g. referred to right to the property held by the other party to the marriage and right of inheritance. The legislation of 1734 reduced the significance of the panel of lay assessors, because it stipulated that the panel of lay assessors should be unanimous if their decision should take over the decision of the chief judge, if they disagreed. However, the panel of lay assessors were able to make decisions if the were seven or more members present. To the top 
	


	Hovrätt (Court of appeal) 
In 1614 King Gustav IV founded a court of appeal called "Hovrätt". That court was meant to be the Supreme Court. But as early as in 1615 established a right to be able to lodge an appeal to the king. As soon as this right of appeal was introduced, the court of appeal became an intermediate instance. In 1623 was Åbo Hovrätt in Åbo, Finland, established and in 1634 Göta Hovrätt in Jönköping, Småland. The court of appeal in Stockholm, Svea Hovrätt, comprised Svealand and the north of Sweden, while Göta Hovrätt in Jönköping comprised Götaland. With the establishment of the courts of appeal, the county councils were of less importance for the administration of justice and lost as time went by entirely this task. Under King Gustav III, another court of appeal was established in Finland called Vasa Hovrätt. In 1820 a court of appeal was established in Kristianstad city for the south provinces of Sweden, Skåne and Blekinge. This court was in 1917 moved to Malmö city. 

The court of appeal consisted of juridical educated persons. All criminal cases were risen from the county district court to the court of appeal beside appeal cases. Under the 17th century the court of appeal was composed of a president, vice president and deputy judges. The deputy judges was divided into three classes, the councillor class, the noble class and the learned class consisted of commoners. The councillors were removed in 1719 and it was decided that the two oldest of the deputy judges should have the title "hovrättsråd". 

Överst på sidan 
	


	Socken (parish) 

Parish is called "socken" in Swedish. "Socken" was an old word for gathering of people, crowd. The word got a new meaning at the time when King Canute was ruling England, Denmark and Norway in 1014-1035. The inhabitants paid their "tax", a share of what they had made, at the noble men's estates. This places the Danish Vikings called "sokn". In this meaning will the word be derived from the German word "suchen", which means, "to collect". 

To the top 

The first stone churches was built by great men in the 12th century and the place was often at theirs property, Probably inspired of the English and the Danelagh, the custom was introduced that the inhabitants had to compensate the great man for building the church on his property, for the clergyman etc. Later that was change to pay the church tithes. The division into parishes was in this manner established in about the 12th century, in connection with that Sweden became Christianised and it was finished in the 14th century. At that time Sweden had about 1750 churches. Often the parish was called after the village, where the church was built, or after the district or the geographical position. 

To the top 

"The king let a church building begin, the peasant people bring it to a conclusion. Now, a church is built up, then shall you donate ground to the church, it is acreage of arable land for twelve barrels of seed for sowing, when the half of the land lay fallow, and a meadow, which give twelve hay-load. Then shall you bay books and vestments, goblet and bells and the vestment, that will be used by the man for help, when he will come into the world or depart this life, both for the living and the dead. All this will the parish cost." (My free translation of the law of Östergötland, section of the church, taken down in the end of the 13th century. My source: Svenska Landskapslagar, Åke Holmbäck and Elias Wessén). 

To the top 

The first churches were wooden buildings and in the shape of a stave church under the 11th and 12th century. The first churches were wooden buildings and in the shape of a stave church under the 11th and 12th century. From the 12th century also the first stone churches were built. The style of architecture was Romanesque. As the building technique progressed, they changed to the Gothic style. New techniques involved that they were able to built higher church buildings and replace the loopholes to higher windows with pointed arch. The Linköping cathedral is an example of a building in Gothic style. It took a long time to build a church and that often implied that the styles became mixed. Typical for the church from the Middle Ages are the mural paintings with scriptural subjects and about the good and evil struggle. At the time for the Reformation the pulpit became an important contribution to the church room. The altar-screens was replaced by wooden retables, which consisted of paintings, figure relieves and legends. These were built in several storeys above the altar. New churches were built in the style, which were present of the time, why these buildings are an excellent object of studies of different styles. During the years the styles of renaissance, baroque, classicism, Gustavian style, Swedish Empire style, neo-Gothic, Jugendstil and national romanticism style to modern style passed by. 

To the top 

The parish meeting was the forum where the parish people were deciding in the parish affairs. The parish committee consisted of 6 to 12 men. Often the committee consisted of six members and these were called "sexmen" (sixmen). The clergyman of the parish led the parish committee. The committee was also responsible for ecclesiastical administration of justice, where parish punishment was the sanction i.e. crime against church discipline, crime against the ten holy commandments, as crimes against to keep the day of rest holy. Also minor disputes between neighbours in the parish were solved of the parish committee. The committee pleads the parish peasant's cause against the temporal power and the power of the church. 

To the top 

The parish meeting was the parish decision-making body and hold meeting at least once a year. In these meetings also the women participated. At the parish meeting, churchwardens were elected. They were among other things responsible for the economic administration, that they had to account for the parish committee. Other questions that were discussed on these meetings, were matters about the property of the church, the clergyman's exercise of his duties and the poor relief. Furthermore a parish clerk was employed, who had to take care of the church' keys and also was responsible for the bell-ringing. Also employment of parish carpenters like smith, tailor and shoemaker, was discussed and decided by the parish meeting. 

The representatives of the parish, so-called "sexmän" should, in addition of being the monitors of the parish, also take care of the collection of extra taxes, which was demanded from the parish and also act as the parish representatives at negotiations with neighbouring parishes and with authorities. The parishioners elected the churchwardens and the parish representatives to these honorary tasks. 

To the top 
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	"Indelningsverket" The Allotment System
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	If you have got stuck into any frames, click here! 



Visit also my new site about the SWEDISH HISTORY 



This site aims to present an overview of the old Swedish military system. The earliest shape of a defence system in Sweden you can only guess and make theories about. I have read some literature about this subject but as an amateur of history I can only try to do the best to make a true picture and overview of the military history. I hope it can be helpful if you will find a soldier and his family among your Swedish ancestors. 
I especially wish readers of TIDNINGEN, published by the Swedish Genealogy Group of Minnesota and all members and supporters of SARA very welcome to my site. I hope you will enjoy it. Välkomna!

	The old Military systems before 1682
The force of peasants 

The earliest shape of a defence system in Sweden you can only guess and make theories about, but we have got our knowledge from archaeological findings, rune stones and rock-carvings. After the laws of the provinces, so called "landskapslagar", (read more in my Swedish history) was written down in the 13th century, we got a more clear idea of how the defence was organised. The laws were probably based on an oral tradition. Every free man (the bondage was abolished in 1335) had a right to carry arms. There was also a duty bound to arm and take part of the defence of the home district. They used beacons to warn about enemies. The hosts of armed free men, mostly peasants, were called by means of fiery cross, which was sent from village to village. All men had to turn carry arms and equipment for about three weeks at a definite place. The men were deployed in hosts by the county district, hundred (härad). Their weapons were spears, crossbows and maces and other implements that could be useful. Those who could afford had swords. . 

Ledungen - the system organising the fleet 

The so-called Ledungen was the system organising the coastal fleet with the aim of aggressive war or plundering in war expeditions. The peasants in the coastal area were obliged to take part in the Ledungen. They were divided into ship's crew and the smallest unit was the crew of peasants who had to arm an oarsman. The great men were the leaders and had the command of the armed ships. In the earlier Middle Age the Ledungen got a more established organisation and the king was the highest ranked command. As time went on and the chivalry became established the Ledungen became of less importance. The Ledungen was transformed to a tax, so called skatteledung. The king financing to pay knights and to build up fortresses used the tax. . 

The chivalry and the nobles 
In 1280 the king Magnus Ladulås directed in the Alsnö statute that all men who could supply an armed rider and horse got exemption from land dues to the Crown and should be considered to be a part of the nobles. This statute was regulated more in detail in 1345 and formed the cavalry. All free men could be a member of the nobles if they could afford to provide an armed rider and horse and were approved in the yearly inspection. . 

After the statute of inspection in 1526 the duty to arm the cavalry was regulated in proportion to noblemen's income. If the income was 400 "daler" they should arm 6 riders and horses and an additional income of 600 daler should resulted in an additional armed 6 riders and horses. Rules stipulated that a rider yearly should have e.g. 12 barrels and 6 barrels of bread. . 

A permanent national army 
When King Gustav Vasa ruled our country he found that the army consisted of cavalry of the nobility and the force of the peasants was reinforced with mercenaries. That was very expensive and he took the first step to build a national army in the meeting of Arboga 1536 when a new system for the army was established. Two new principles were introduced. One principle was that the army should be a nationalised. The second principle was that the soldiers should have a croft with a small piece of land for their disposal. The foot soldiers were called "Fotfänikor" divided into "Rote" and the cavalry was called Ryttarfanor. After the Dacke feud, Gustav Vasa formed the army to be permanent at a parliament in Västerås in 1543. Sweden got a permanent national army and that took about hundred years before any other state of Europe had an army like to the Swedish army.. 

When Gustav Vasa was chosen as king of Sweden in 1520 he got 16 men as life guardsmen. This was the first step to the Svea Life Guards, which became the Kings bodyguard. King Erik XIV improved the army and increased the number of Soldiers from 15000 to 24000 men. The troops were demobilized during the times of peace which caused the army to receiv enough efficient training. 

Gustav II Adolf reorganised the army 
Next step to the national army was when the king Gustav IV Adolf in 1619 decided, that Swedish men should be recruited regularly to the army. All men between the age of 15 to 40 were divided in "rote" and each "rote" consisted of 10 men. One of these men had to serve the army. This organisation of the army was based on the principle that there should be a regiment in most of the counties. When Sweden entered the German war in 1630 there was an army, which surpassed most of the armies in Europe. The war organisation was organised into infantries and cavalries. The fighting unit was the brigade in the infantry, armed with pikes and musketeer with slow match guns. The fighting unit in the cavalry was the squadron and consisted of 2-4 companies of riders. This regiment grouping was founded in 1634 and remained to 1925. 

The Allotment System, "Indelningsverket" 
In 1680 the king Karl XI began to reorganise the army and in January 1683 the Swedish Parliament decided to introduce the system called "indeldningsverket" (The Allotment System). "Indelningsverket", the system organising and financing the Swedish army, was a very practical way for the State to tax the inhabitants and provide an army in war as well as in peace. The Swedish farmers had to acquire and provide soldiers for the army. The system was similar to the system financing the Priests, officers and public officials. Sweden had long borders to defend, but had a small number of inhabitants compared to the neighbouring countries like Russia, Prussia and Poland. Sweden could in the end of the 17th century mobilise an army of totally 43.000 soldiers in the Allotment System. Totally Sweden could mobilise 76 000 soldiers. Beside the soldiers in the Allotment System also 16.500 soldiers from the Swedish provinces in Baltic and North of Germany and soldiers in fortresses etc. was included. The Swedish forces were big compare with the potential enemies. Denmark could mobilise 36.000 soldiers; Prussia 22.000 soldiers and Russia could mobilise 40.000 soldier to send to the Baltic. The problem Sweden had to deal with in the Nordic war 1700 - 1720 was that the enemies acted at the same time. 

The cavalry was organised by voluntary agreements between the State and private person, in Swedish called "rusthållare". They where mostly people from the nobility or rich farmers and they agreed to acquire and provide a rider, horse and equipment. In return they had their taxes reduced and they did not have to be involved in recruit trial for the army. The system to organise the cavalry was called "rusthållnings-systemet". 

The infantry system, in Swedish: "rothållnings-systemet " or "det ständiga knekthållet", was built up with obligation for the counties and provinces to provide an infantry regiment consisted of 1.200 soldiers (except for a few regiments). The Swedish Army consisted of 22 regiments and each regiment was divided in 8 companies . Each company was divided in 150 military wards or stations, so called "rote" which had to acquire and provide one infantry soldier. 

The Swedish unit "hemman" was an estimated unit to provide the living of one family, a homestead. A military ward, "rote", consisted of two or more homesteads. There were public officials who travelled round the country to divide up each county into homesteads and "rote". The farmers belonging to a "rote" had to pay the soldier a salary, and provide him a croft consisted of a small cottage with a barn and a small field. The cottage should consist of a "stuga", (very simple living room), entrance-hall (also very simple) and a little chamber. Furthermore the croft should contain a small barn for feed and cattle. The croft also included a small arable land (field). 

When the soldier was commanded for the training camp or war, his wife was allowed to use the croft for living. The farmers had no obligations helping her. When the soldier was at home, he often had duties to help the farmers for a day-salary. In the evenings he could help his wife farming in his own place. The soldiers´ salary was regulated by a soldier contract signed by "rotemästaren", who was the farmer who represented the "rote" and of course the soldier himself. The contract had to be confirmed by the Army, signed by the captain of the company. 

The Swedish navy was built up in a similar way like the infantry system "det ständiga knekthållet". It was the counties and the cities near the coast which was organised to sent marines, "båtsmän", to the navy. 

The Allotment System was abandoned in 1904 and substituted by "allmän värnplikt", a system where all Swedish young men are recruited for a period of 8 - 9 month. 
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Read also my story about my ancestor:
The soldier Sven Planck Wallpol 

and also:
How to research on Swedish soldiers
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Livgrenadjärgruppen
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Rote 176 vid Östgöta Båtsmanskompani
Sweden's Armed Forces- from long-ships to JAS 39 Gripen
History: Reorganisation of the army
More details about the Allotment System (by Hans Högman)
The Swedish Great Power period
Napoleon Wars Ring
United Nations Peacekeeping Operations
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