Anita,

The Gudbrandsdalen valley stretches from the city of Lillehammer and
north-west to the town of Dombås. If you have a fairly detailed map of
Norway, you can start with the capital Oslo and go north where you find
Norway's largest lake "Mjøsa". In the northern end of the lake you find
Lillehammer which hosted the Winter Olympics in 1994. 

As you move north, you will find that the valley itself contains a number of parishes. As the records in Norway are organised by parishes, it would be easier for you to locate where your ancestors started from if you were able to identify a
parish. A lot of people went from the valley to "Amerika".

The names you mention are fairly common, and it would be a great help if you
could find the birth dates for the different people. Ole Hansen is like Jim
Jones, and will be difficult to track. I would suggest that the name
Georgena is a name which was taken after arrival in the US. I find 70 Hans
Amundsen in the Oppland county for 1865 and 61 Mari Torsdatter/Thorsdatter,
so you need to provide more information to narrow down the search. On the
other hand, I have found a possible candidate for you under this link:
http://digitalarkivet.uib.no/cgi-win/webcens.exe?slag=n&filnamn=arkivverket/
EMIOSLO&variabel=0&postnr=106546&fulle=true&spraak=n

This family comes from Vestre Gausdal, which is not really Gudbrandsdalen,
but it is close enough. This is the only Ole Hansen which I find in the
emigration lists from Oslo for 1849, but they may have emigrated from
another port. He has the required number of daughters it seems, and would be
born approx. 1835. The name of his wife does not seem to fit, but that was
what I expected.

Good hunting.

John Morten


"Anita Young" <ajyoung5@home.com> wrote in message
news:LV687.1050$17.538315@news1.sttln1.wa.home.com...
> I'm just getting started searching for my Norwegian ancestors.  I have
> information that great-grandparents moved to Ogensburg from Gulbranstalen,
> Norway.  Can you help me in locating this community?  I am traveling to
> Norway next summer to search for my "roots".  Their names were Ole Hanson,
> son of Hans Amundson and Mari Thorson.  His wife was Georgena, daughter of
> Knute Stromdahl and Marie Knutson.  They and their five girls came to
> America in 1894, settling near Scandinavia, Wisconsin.  After her death
she
> moved to Lignite, North Dakota where he homesteaded. I am Anita G. Nelson
> Young.
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