Londa,
It was great to talk to you again.  It was almost two years ago that I got the cemetery records from you in pdf format.
I am mostly interested in genealogy and history and also in promoting ND tourism.  I have some websites at www.webfamilytree..com, www.griggscountynd.com and I also set up the www.griggscountyhistoricalsociety.com website.
I was recently in contact with the USGS GNIS office.  The only Griggs County cemeteries in their database are:
	Bethany Cemetery
	1027928
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	473541N
	0981944W
	ND

	Binford Cemetery
	1028009
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	473539N
	0981944W
	ND

	Cooperstown Cemetery
	1028452
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	472747N
	0980644W
	ND

	Hannaford Cemetery
	1029302
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	471933N
	0981124W
	ND

	Hero Cemetery
	1029410
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	473003N
	0981039W
	ND

	Lyster Cemetery
	1030056
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	471757N
	0981401W
	ND

	Mabel Cemetery
	1030057
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	472121N
	0982729W
	ND

	Naroen Cemetery
	1030354
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	473542N
	0982725W
	ND

	Saint Lawrence Cemetery
	1031195
	Cemetery
	Griggs
	473241N
	0981323W
	ND



The fields above are the Feature name, Feature Id, Class, County, Latitude and Longitude.
I sent GNIS the pdf file of cemetery names that you sent me and they were very interested in updating their records to include the additional cemeteries for all of North Dakota that are in your database.
It would obviously be much easier to update their database from a copy of your database, rather than from a pdf file.  I told them I would contact you to see if the records exist in database format.
One requirement they have is that they must have the GPS coordinates for all cemeteries.  I'm retired and I would be interested in getting that information, if I could get a grant or contract to drive to all the cemeteries and get their coordinates.
We have a good Economic Development Coordinator in Cooperstown and I will contact her to see what grant monies might be available.
I'd ultimately like to see public access over the internet to the cemetery listing, and it might make some sense to have this information on the ND State Historical Society website.
I once received an email from a fellow in Norway that was going to make a trip over here and wanted to know how to find where some of his distant relatives might be buried.  I think the ND Department of Tourism should pursue getting more tourists to come here to do genealogy research, and having the cemeteries online at both GNIS and ND would help that cause.
The bottom line is that I would like to have a copy of the cemetery records in their database format.  I would like to make revisions to my copy, such as GPS coordinates, variant names, photographs, etc.  and then I'd like to offer you the opportunity to update your database from some of my entries.
I'd like to figure out how to get a grant or contract from either GNIS, ND Tourism Bureau, ND State Historical Society, Griggs County Historical Society (probably through a grant from one or more of the above).  Even if the grant covered only my expenses in getting the gps coordinates and photographs it would help quite a bit.  I doubt if your department has any funds available for this project, but would sure appreciate hearing from you on any possible funds.
Please let me know your thoughts on any of this at your earliest convenience.
Thanks, 
Ron Dahl



 







