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New housing is planned in flooded Devils Lake Basin
By the Associated Press 
DEVILS LAKE (AP) -- A lake flood that has gripped the Devils Lake Basin for more than a decade also has brought housing, camping and fishing.

"We haven't seen this much development in Nelson County in years," said Jack Davidson, the county auditor.

Stump Lake and Devils Lake have become one lake, at about 1,447 feet above sea level. Technically, Stump Lake is Stump Lake Bay, covering about 15,000 acres of the 140,000-acre Devils Lake.

Three separate developments are in some phase of planning or construction along Stump Lake, a few miles south of Lakota.

The 59-site Northern Lakeview Campground will be ready by summer. It also will have a convenience store and bait shop. The Burr Oak Bay Subdivision, just off North Dakota Highway 1, will have 12 100-by-400-foot lots with electricity and water. Six already have been sold.

The six-lot Stump Lake Overlook Subdivision northwest of Tolna already is sold out.

More than 125 years ago, pioneers built communities almost overnight in anticipation of railroads that never came. The railroads followed other routes.

While the communities shriveled up, Stump Lake became a popular resort area. Stump Lake Park features a campground, café, boat dock and an 80-year-old pavilion still is used for dances, reunions and roller skating.

"The housing developments will definitely add to the tax base. Just the increase in traffic is something that will help some businesses," said Jim Aaker, a real estate agent in Lakota who also operates Nelson County Abstract Co.

Stump Lake Park itself may face challenges this year. A lake elevation of 1,450 feet would threaten the cafe, pavilion and other facilities. Officials are seeking government money to protect them.

The housing and other developments outside the park are not in danger. But some see the lake instability as a threat to more development.

"Most of the landowners in the Stump Lake aren't interested in developing or selling," Aaker said. "I think there's still a lot of question about what's the lake level's going to do."

Property around Stump Lake does not come cheap, he said. He's been getting inquiries about once a week since last summer.

"There isn't anything going for under $2,000 an acres, as of lately," Aaker said. "But there isn't any for sale, either." 
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