Dave,
I've been thinking about this idea for awhile.  I keep telling myself that it would be impossibly difficult and that I should forget about it, but it keeps coming back.

It would be sort of a History of Griggs County, possibly on DVD with the push buttons where people could watch any part of it.

I checked James Michener's Centennial out from the library to see how he wrote about it.

He starts 4 billion years ago and covers a lot of geology.   He then gets to about the last 500 million years and how this area alternated between being below water and then above water many times.  65 million years ago we were below water when the fossil was found on the Tranby land, and I think that was after the comet destroyed most life about 75 million years ago.  (I could be wrong on all these dates).

I'd like to produce 2 or 3 minute DVD's on the various eras.  

· The Last Ice Age and Lake Agassiz

· The Clovis Comet that probably caused coast to coast fires about 12,000 years ago.

· The extinction of the saber toothed tiger and woolly mammoth

· The migration of the Indian tribes and how the Sioux ended up around the Great Lakes.  

· The White People pushing the Sioux away from the Great Lakes and to this area.

· Columbus in 1492, and the Pope granting all of North America to the Spanish.

· New France claims to our area, vs. New Spain claims and the Hudson Bay claims, and which flag we might have been under before and after each peace treaty.

· Some detail on Michaud and what he was doing here.

· The Nicollet Fremont Expedition

· The Stevens Expedition

· The Fisk Expedition

· The Sibley Expedition

· Opheim, Mardell and settling.

I'm amazed at how much work has already been done on Wikipedia with both text and maps.  I'd propose borrowing liberally from Wikipedia, the Discovery Channel, the Science Channel. etc. and just clipping and reformatting it.

It has to be impossibly difficult, but I keep thinking about it.  I sort of picture a moving line depicting the movements of Sibley and Fisk across the plains.  Then a moving line showing the railroads going across North Dakota.  Even the settlements between 1870 and 1890 goes from almost completely unshaded to almost completely shaded in that short period of time.  That stuff probably already exists somewhere, but it's a big task to find it and edit it.
All of these would be sort of separate projects.  As soon as a 2 or 3 minute DVD on a certain era was finished, it could be shown at the museum touch screens.

I suppose if we ever got a good outline and a few good clips, we could see if the NDSHS has any interest in helping with any funding.  It would be hard since we don't have a track record in that area, but who knows...
