Homemakers Clubs

Grandin Homemakers Club

This club was organized in 1927 when Miss Kathryn Lambert was the associated Cass County agent. It has been active in many community pro​grams, sponsoring card parties for the benefit of polio, heart, Red Cross and cancer campaigns, and has donated to the Crippled Children's Home and Boys Ranch.

The clubs exhibitions were always included in the Homemakers exhibit at the North Dakota State Fair and the Red River Valley Fair.

Charter members were Mrs. L. Margach, Mmes. L. Rosenau, R.W. Pratt, J.M. Elliott and S.G. Hum​phrey.

The Grandin Homemakers Club dissolved in 1978 but the remaining members get together once a year for a Christmas party.

In-Between Homemakers Club

The first meeting of the In-Between Homemakers Club was held at the home of Mrs. Arthur Woitzel on October 25, 1951. There were seven members present at this meeting at which Mrs. Marvin Howard was elected president.

The name of the club was chosen because most of its members lived between the towns of Grandin and Gardner.

Since its organization, the club has been active in all phases of homemaker work and community pro​jects. There were sixteen members. The club was dissolved in 1965.

Star Dusters Homemaker Club

Nine young women organized the Stardusters Homemaker Club in 1955. It was an active club in​volved in community projects and homemaking which grew to twelve members in a short time. However, one by one the members moved to other locations and the club was left with only four members remaining in the Grandin area. Therefore, the club was dissolved a few years after it began.

Members were Muriel Meyer, Laverne Wentworth, Myrna Harrington, Patty Hunter, Carole Lindgren, Mickie Skunes, Daryl (McKenzie) Hehn, Donna Backlund, Alice Johnston, Jo Ann Radebaugh, Jean Anderson and Barbara Howard.

Sugar and Spice Homemakers Club

A new homemakers club called Sugar and Spice was organized on November 1, 1980, by a group of young women.

Its members are Nancy Winterquist, Nita Hage​meister, Dorothy Leinen, Theresa Leines, Sandy Nohr, Karen Srur, Barbara Graalum, Debbie Robertsdahl, Marilyn Woitzel, Jackie Arneson, Chris Dueker, Renea Lenz and Vallerie Steinhaus.

The club made two Centennial quilts and made a float for the Centennial and will be involved in homemaking projects.

4-H Clubs

Grandin Traill Blazers 4-H Club

Members of the Traill County 4-H clubs have the honor of belonging to a club in the county where 4-H clubs had their origin. It all started in 1904, when County Superintendent of Schools, J.C. Hetler in​itiated a county-wide corn-growing contest among the students. It was started to create interest in teaching agriculture and home culture. The result was a "Farmers, Teachers and Corn Grower's In​stitute," held at the Hilsboro Opera House on November 25-26, 1904. These programs were carried out in several states, but Hetler was the first to suc​cessfully carry it out as a county-wide program.

Grandin Traill Blazers 4-H Club was organized in the Grandin School in the winter of 1947. The club was organized as a response to a note placed on the bulletin board by Barbara MacFarlane asking anyone that was interested in starting a 4-H club to contact Barbara MacFarlane. The County Agent from Traill County, R.L. Nelson presided over the organizational meeting. Election of officers was held. Barbara Mac​Farlane was elected president, Richard Anderson, vice-president, Winifred MacFarlane, secretary, and Allan Anderson, treasurer. Roland MacFarlane became the Local Leader. The other charter members were Dennis Anderson, Ardith Anderson and Shirley Brag. The projects carried by the members were beef marketing, dairy, poultry and garden. The club con​tinued the leadership of Roland MacFarlane until hee was called into military service in the fall of 1950. The leadership of the club was taken over by Arthur Anderson and John Elliott. The 1951-52 club year was under the leadership of Earl Grage and Arthur Anderson. The club disbanded the following year.

The club won certificates in both Rural Safety and Rural Arts programs. Winifred MacFarlane earned a trip to the State Conservation Camp in the Rural Safety program and Barbara MacFarlane won a trip to the National 4-H Club Congress in Chicago on a Rural Safety award.

Grandin Hi Liners Boy's 4-H Club

This club was organized in 1959 with Gene Foster and Archie Baukol as its leaders.

Dale Ahlschwede, Jay Buringrud, Wesley Ecker, James Elliott, Joel Grothmann, Don Lockhart, Jon McSparron, Terry Meyer, Wendel Meyer, Louis Rosenau, Duane Schechinger, Larry - Schechinger, Dennis Sokness, Bruce Thorsrud, Mark Thorsrud, Bryan Wiger, Larry Wiger and Willis Wiger were the charter members.

Bob Mettler replaced Archie Baukol as leader in 1963. Wesley Ecker became an associate leader in 1973.

The Hi Liners were a livestock club showing animals at Mayville, Hillsboro, Grand Forks, Valley City, Fargo, Chicago and at Plowville, USA at Buf​falo, North Dakota.

The club was active in public speaking, demonstrat​ing and livestock judging, where members were on the Traill County team, taking second place in the
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state and winning a trip to Denver, Colorado.

In 1968, David Backlund won the top livestock showman award in Traill County. Other winners of this award were, Bob Griffin in 1973, Mark Backstrom in 1974, Randy Brag in 1976, David McSparron in 1977 and Brian Foster in 1978.

Families with active 4-H members in the Hi Liners Club over the twenty years it was active were Weller, Humphrey, Gunkelman, Backlund, Griffin, Back​strom, Miller, Satrom, Brag, Preston, Wischer, Arneson, Michaels, Balsley, Radebaugh, Belcher, Hestbeck, Terry, Christian, Foster, McKenzie, Mears, Hanson, Johnson, Bartholomew, Blaser, Nepstad, Rodda and Mettler, in addition to families of the charter members.

With the decrease in livestock numbers, the club became less active and disbanded in 1980.

Gene Foster received a pin and plaque for his 20 years as a 4-H leader. He served for 21 years. Robert Mettler received a pin and a certificate of award in 1977 for 15 years of service. He was a leader for 17 years. Both Gene and Bob received a belt buckle from the Community Club in 1973 in appreciation for their leadership.

The awards and achievements of this club were ob​tained by active 4-H members supported by very cooperative parents. The backing of the Grandin com​munity, who supported this club 100% was also a ma​jor contributing factor to its success.

1951 4-H Basketball Team

Front Row - Denny Anderson, Wayne Radebaugh, Royal Howard, Dick Anderson, Jerry Hunter Back Row - Art Anderson, Allen Anderson, Ronnie Jalbert, John M. Elliott, John T. Elliott, Lewie Jalbert

Planting community flowerbed.

Girls 4-H Club

The girls 4-H program was first offered in the Gran​din area in 1939. Over the years the club has under​gone many changes and many local women have given their time as 4-H leaders to keep the club an ac​tive one.

The Kelso Merry Maids 4-H Club was organized in Kelso Township by Constance Strand (Mrs. Tom Ostenson), Mrs. C.E. Akason and Mrs. Neil Mac​Farlane, Sr. There were eight charter members: Presi​dent, Ella Sedenko, Vice-president, Beverly Waters, Sec-Treasurer, Winifred MacFarlane, Barbara Mac​Farlane, Delores Akason, Gwendolyn Akason, June Olerud and Lilas Gunkel. Rudolph L. Nelson was Traill County Agent.

Since 1972, the motto of the 4-H Club has been "To Make the Best Better."

It is interesting to note the project changes over the years. Home improvement was the county project and home furnishing articles such as laundry bags, closet curtains, pillow slips and sheets and dressing table drapes were made. Articles were exhibited and judged at a local and county Achievement Day at Hillsboro in September, which also included a hobby booth display.

The club was one of seven that participated in a conservation activity of planting trees. Members planted 285 trees including Chinese Elm, Russian Olive, Caragana and Blue Spruce, obtained at cost from the Bottineau State Forestry nursery.

The following year the membership increased to 19 members. This year the project was first year clothing, with articles as needle or scissor cases, aprons, pajamas and slips exhibited, with Achieve​ment Day in Mayville. The club also exhibited items at the Grand Forks Fair. Members also worked on knitting and crocheting.

In the early forties, World War II brought on changes in the club projects. The eight members of the club collected scrap paper, bought war stamps and assisted with "Victory Gardens," April 5-11 was "National 4-H Club Mobilization Week." Food pro​duction increased as 4-H clubs heed the call to aid the war.

Members participated in Achievement Days and were awarded 45 cents for blue ribbons, 35 cents for red ribbons and 25 cents for white ribbons. Gwen​dolyn Akason and Vera Grage won sewing kits for outstanding achievement in the dress modeling con​test.
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In the fall of 1942, the club was divided into two groups with the Grandin group changing its name to the Junior Helpers Club. Mrs. Neil MacFarlane con​tinued as leader with Mrs. Roy Lockhart.

The club joined the war effort and did extensive salvage work, collecting waste paper, rags, iron, silk hose and waste fats. The club collected 3,444 pounds of waste paper and gave $2 to the Red Cross. The col​lecting of waste paper carried on through the war years. During the 1944-45 years four members at​tended the first 4-H camp at Sheyenne Federal Park. Cost was $3 per member, and it was not necessary to bring their ration books along.

The following years the peace effort was of major importance. First year clothing project was carried with the suggestion light weight flour sacks bleached or dyed would make "excellent material" for a fring​ed scarf. Flour or feed sacks served as material for peasant-type aprons.

By the late forties, membership in the club rose to eighteen. A local Achievement Day was held in Gran​din with the Traill Blazers "Ag" Club. During these years Barbara and Winifred MacFarlane were award​ed Foley Foods Awards for their foods activity. The club was awarded $12 for participating in the Occi​dent Flour Activity.

In March of 1950, Mrs. Neil MacFarlane was honor​ed at 4-H Achievement Institute with the 4-H Award of the Gold Cloverleaf for ten years as a 4-H leader. In 1950-51, Mrs. R.K. Rosenau and Mrs. William Margach received the Silver Clover award for five years as leaders. Others receiving the Silver award were Mavis Ahlschwede, Shirley Belcher and Marguerite Pratt in later years. Marguerite also received the Gold Cloverleaf 10-year award.

The early 50's started the home improvement pro​ject cycle. Flower arrangement and improving stand​ards of housekeeping were studied. Block printing, bead work and craft strip braiding were added. The club studied the food category on bread and roll mak​ing and pastries. Sewing projects were more advanc​ed and the girls received instruction on sewing machine care.

"Spirit of `76"

Float in Bicentennial Parade 1976

The Grandin Jr. Helpers 4-H Club was chosen one of the outstanding 4-H Clubs in Traill County and given an award by Land O'Lakes.

In 1955, as prices began to climb, the cost of attending a 4-H camp rose to $9. This was also the year of the first Traill County 4-H Follies.

1958-59, saw a change in the project cycle. Each of the three areas of Home Economics would now be of​fered only one year at a time rather than the two year cycle. Project work was divided into three age levels with books for each.

Home improvement included dishwashing and cleaning techniques, table setting, account keeping with money management and making simple house​hold articles. Later etiquette, posture, grooming, parliamentary procedure, archery, water safety and recreational leadership were taught, along with wood finishing. Later the girls could carry extra projects as baby-sitting, knitting and handicrafts.

The first County Home Living Expo was held in 1970.

With the changing times, the girls now learned macrame, belt making, plant hangers, and wall hang​ings. Ann Mettler received Reserve Champion, with her bulletin board in an antique frame she had repaired and refinished, at the District Demonstra​tion Contest in Grand Forks.

In the food area the younger girls now were learn​ing about master mix for biscuits, muffins and up​side-down cake, while the older girls worked with fon​dues, meat, vegetables, foreign foods, barbecuing, cake decorating, candle making and speech making.

In 1973, a younger girls 4-H Club was started by Sandy Ecker-- and-Edna Terry, called the Pin Pan Pals. It had a membership of eight.'

The two girl's . clubs along with the boy's club organized Monday night square dancing sessions, with Blake Humphrey, caller. They put on a square dancing exhibit at the Hillsboro Nursing Home and the young club carried on the required projects of the club along with judging events.

The clubs now studied photography along with Community Health and horsemanship.

Cheryl Christian was chosen the outstanding 4-H girl in Traill County, the first Traill County girl to receive the honor. This same year, 1976, Cheryl was picked to represent North Dakota at the National 4-H Congress in Chicago. Eileen Ecker was chosen as alternate. Cheryl represented North Dakota in the area of Home Management and Eileen in Home Furn​ishing.

Pin Pan Pals-Installation 1974

Bottom row: Mona McKenzie, Charlotte Pratt, Patti Backlund, Penny Bauer, Stacy Barthalomew. Top row: Elana Ellingson, Lisa Christian, Leaders - Edna Terry, Sandy Ecker.
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By 1980, the blue ribbon premium money rose from $1 to $2, the red ribbon, 75 cents to $1.50 and the white ribbon, 50 cents to $1.

The girls have participated in many community projects. They have given demonstrations and skits at Community Club programs, given Christmas gifts to Grafton State School, made window displays at local stores for National 4-H week, donated to Unity Traill State 4-H Foundation fund, presented skits at the Hillsboro Nursing Home and made drapes, pillow cases and bibs for the home.

Other events the girls have taken part in are giving style shows for local Homemakers groups, sang at churches for Rural Life Sunday, carried the Child Care project, sold candy and donated $22 to the ten​nis court fund, made booths at the Red River Valley Fair, made the community flower bed around the Grandin sign in the park, attended Fashion Fair in Fargo, took part in judging activities, had booth at

local Community Day, and held a craft workshop for the public.

The girls have participated in home living tour and toured Winnipeg, had a float in the Hillsboro parade for the Sugar Beet Plant dedication, made puppets for the Special Education Department of Cass Coun​ty, sold lunch at farm auction, made twelve decorated cakes for the 4-H County Carnival cake walk, made foods of different nations at an international supper, had car wash and club slave month, donated $50 to County, cared for flower beds in front of the school, placed roses in four local churches for Rural Life Sun​day, hosted exchange club members from Tennessee, and made a float for the Bicentenial parade.

Much credit for the success of the girls 4-H must go to the leaders of the group who have given so much of their time and to the families of the girls for their sup​port.

Marquerite Pratt, leader, Patti Backlund, Charlotte Pratt, Jodi Dally and Lisa Christian

1978-1979 Dinner Meeting

Patti Backlund, Claudia Pratt, Susan Moteberg, Lisa Christian, Charlotte Pratt, Alana Sund, Leader - Mar​querite Pratt.

"The Betsy Ross Sewing Bee" Float in Grandin Days Parade 1978

4-H Parade at Mayville 1949
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Girls 4-H Leaders

1939-40 Nellie MacFarlane 1940-41 Nellie MacFarlane 1941-42 Nellie MacFarlane 1942-43 Nellie MacFarlane 1943-44 Nellie MacFarlane 1944-45 Nellie MacFarlane 1945-46 Nellie MacFarlane 1946-47 Nellie MacFarlane 1947-48 Nellie MacFarlane 1948-49 Nellie MacFarlane 1949-50 Nellie MacFarlane 1950-51 Nellie MacFarlane 1951-52

1952-52 1952-54 1954-55

1955-56 Orrel Anderson 1956-57 Orrel Anderson 1957-58 Alice Gordon 1958-59 Alice Gordon 1959-60 Vernice Oien 1960-61 Vernice Oien 1961-62 Mickey Skunes 1962-63 Marguerite Pratt 1963-64 Imo Griffin 1964-65 Imo Griffin 1965-66< Imo Griffin 1966-67 Imo Griffin 1967-68 Lil Christian 1968-69 Lil Christian 1969-70 Shirley Belcher 1970-71 Shirley Belcher 1971-72 Shirley Belcher 1972-73 Shirley Belcher 1973-74 Shirley Belcher 1974-75 Diane Thorsrud 1975-76 Diane Thorsrud 1976-77 Diane Thorsrud 1977-78 Marguerite Pratt 1978-79 Marguerite Pratt 1979-80 Marguerite Pratt​1980-81 Marguerite Pratt
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Constance Strand Constance Strand Constance Strand Ruth Lockhart Ruth Lockhart Ruth Lockhart Ruth Lockhart Ann Rosenau Ann Rosenau Ann Rosenau Ann Rosenau Ann Rosenau Alice Hunter Alice Hunter Alice Hunter

Naomi Akason Naomi Akason Naomi Akason

Alice Margach Alice Margach Alice Margach Alice Margach Alice Margach Alice Margach

Orrel Buringrud Orrel Buringrud Vivian Fee Vivian Fee

Laverne Wentworth Doris Howard Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede Mavis Ahlschwede

Evelyn Elliott Evelyn Elliott Evelyn Elliott Evelyn Elliott JoAnn Radebaugh Betty Miller Verna Ecker Verna Ecker Verna Ecker Verna Ecker Myrna Ecker Myrna E cker Myrna Ecker Myrna Ecker Donna Backlund Donna Backlund Claudia Pratt Claudia Pratt

Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Marguerite Pratt Sandy Ecker
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Diamond Jubilee Committees

General Chairman

J.P. Gunkelman

Book Publication Committee

Jessie Elliott, Chairman Lois Peterson Florence Elliott Bessie McKenzie Ann Pratt

George and Elsie Skinner Alice Johnston Stewart McKenzie

Advertising Promotion

Jessie Elliott, Chairman Clyde and Mavis Ahlschwede Alvin Peterson

Blake and Johnnie Humphrey Parke Pratt

Joe Anderegg Loren Grage Grace Grage O.J. Sather

George and Elsie Skinner Orville Meyer

Francis and Lucille Foster R.K. and Ann Rosenau Alfred and Lillian Rosenau Mike McCoy

A.C. and Nora Gifford Anna Grothmann Hank Grothmann Lewie Jalbert Stewart McKenzie John Gordon Walter Ahlschwede Roy Howard

Village Decoration

George Skinner, Chairman John Gordon

PictureGallery

Clyde Ahlschwede, Chairman Roy Fee

Lunch Stands

Johnnie Humphrey, Chairman

General Program Committee

John Gordon, Chairman Ed Buringrud Joe Sokness Joe Anderegg

Historian

Neil McFarlane, Chairman

Parade Committee

Alice Margach, Chairman Francis Foster A.F. Rosenau

Registration

R.K. Rosenau, Chairman

Program, June 21

Ann Rosenau, Chairman

Dance, June 21

J.B. Humphrey, Chairman

Dance, June 22

A.F. Rosenau, Chairman

Supper & Lunch Committee, June 22

Anna Grothmann, Chairman Inez Christianson Ruth Woitzel

Verna Oien Mollie Hestbeck Edna Daschner Evelyn Elliott

Button Sale Committee

Mike McCoy, Chairman Arnold Radebaugh

Museum'

Parke Pratt, Chairman

Carnival

John Gordon, Chairman

Athletics, Children

Luella Ahlschwede, Chairman

Athletics, Teenagers

Roy Howard, Chairman

Athletics, Adults

Hank Grothmann, Chairman

Judge of Kangaroo Court

Fred Schwalbe

Deputies of Court

M.S. Johnson John Elliott Stewart McKenzie Francis Foster Elsie Skinner Lucille Foster

Housing

Lois Peterson

Supper, June 2:1

Erma Peterson, Chairman

Dance, Lunch, June 21

In-Between Homemakers Club

Official Photographer

L.E. Grage

Judges For All Contests

A.C. Gifford, Chairman S.J. Hunter A.E. Peterson

Gifts and Prizes

Mavis Ahlschwede, Chairman Pearl Weller

Special Activities

Walter Ahlschwede,. Chairman George Skinner Hank Grothmann Lois Peterson

Ann Rosenau Johnnie Humphrey

66

Diamond Jubilee

Brothers of the Brush

John Gordon - Constable

Start of the parade

Sisters of the Swish

Rhythm band
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Diamond Jubilee Parade

Blacksmith "Pete" Peterson

Standard Oil wagon forty years ago
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Bicentennial

Grandin Celebrates Bicentennial

Come on you guys, keep up

Just Fwrse'n in Grandin

historical committee dedicates

flagpole, mementoes in Grandin

Grandin's Bicentennial committee comple​ted one of its final official acts last week as committee members and city representatives jointly dedicated a flagpole area on the west side of town near the Interstate 29 entrance.

Within the flagpole's brick marker was buried Bicentennial mementoes of the com​munity's July 3, 1976 patriotic celebration. Included in the time capsule were:

A declaration of attendance - or a list of everybody who attended the city's Bicenten​nial supper; -a bulletin from last year's All Faiths church service; a letter from the Grandin Homemakers inviting everybody to their group's 50th anniversary October 1, 1977; an invoice from Grandin Manufactur​ing;

A letter from the city auditor noting the town's population and other present day c6nditions of the city along with a list of city officials and members of the Bicentennial committee; money including a $2 bill, Bicen​tennial silver dollar as well as a 1976 fifty cent piece, quarter, dime, nickel and penny; an 1881 Indian head penny (date of Grandin's founding); a Masonic Bicentennial emblem;

Bicentennial issues of the Hillsboro Banner and Fargo Forum; a musical program; a poster of the city's Bicentennial snowmobile races held February 1976 and; a 10 year old cigar local Bicentennial Chairman John Gordon "just felt like throwing in" to the collection.

According to Gordon, the cache was buried with the understanding it would be opened in the year 2026 when the nation celebrates its 250th birthday. Those opening instructions were included in the official minutes of a recent city council meeting.

"We wanted the time capsule opened in 50 years so somebody that was involved in the burial this year might still be around 50 years

later to remember we have to dig it up. Gordon said. "...I know I won't be alive then but Gary (Winterquist, 24 year old Bicenten​nial committee member) has a pretty good chance of being around," he added.

Besides Gordon and Winterquist, others participating in the dedication were commit​tee member Joanne (Mrs. Robert) Arneson and Mayor Darrell Wischer. In addition to making the flagpole official, Wischer also

formally accepted a $100 check from the committee for the city to place in a special Grandin Centennial fund (1981).

Other Bicentennial committee members included Parke Pratt, Mrs. Alice Margach, Lois (Mrs. Peter) Ronning and James Mears.

Total cost for the flagpole project was $350. The flagpole is a reshaped damaged light standard formerly located at the Canadian Border customs.

Participating in the dedication of Grandin's Bicentennial flagpole area on the west side of town near 1-29 were Bicentennial committee members (left to right) Joanne Arneson, John Gordon (chairman) and Gary Winterquist and Grandin Mayor Darrell Wischer.

69

WINCIIEST1 A

vowo s enoraux s us

•
~• e ,tee o.

ALL O6~L[nBoK[[IT....

Henry Grothmann and Peter Backlund preparing a pancake breakfast for the Bicentennial.

Westbridge Invitational Gun Club

The Westbridge Invitational Gun Club was formed by a group of men from the Grandin-Gardner area. They first got together in the fall of 1975 to shoot skeet from a coulee bridge west of Grandin. They con​tinued meeting on a casual basis until February 1977 when they met at Lloyd and Aggie Hagen's with thir​teen members to formalize their organization and elect officers. Arvid Terry was elected President; Louis Rosenau, Vice-President and Allen Hagen, Sec.-Treasurer. The following were elected to the Board of Dircetors: Mark Robertsdahl, Ken Preston, Larry Goldade, Hank Grothmann, Allen Barker and Don Keller. The membership was originally limited to 25 members but has now been expanded to forty-five.

In the spring of 1977 they purchased the old town hall building for a club house and moved it to the Louis Rosenau farm west of Grandin. Numerous im​provements have been made at the gun club site. They erected a throw house, purchased an electric skeet thrower, paved the firing line, installed a flag pole and bleachers which were purchased from the old Gardner school.

The Club has been active in Community affairs. During the winter of 78-79 they arranged to feed the deer and game birds in the area which were starving due to the excessive snow cover. During the summer of 1980 they sponsored a Centennial Benefit Shoot with over $300.00 in proceeds donated to help fund the Grandin Centennial celebration.

Each year they open their facilities for live firing for the young participants of the Hunter's Safety Course which is sponsored by the Gardner American Legion.

The club house is open Sunday afternoons and special shooting events are scheduled during the season giving the members and their guests an oppor​tunity to compete for trophies and ribbons.
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Honor Roll

These pages are offered in honor and memory of the men and women, living and dead, of the Grandin Community who served in our armed forces.

Roll of Honor World War I

Andrews, Charles Belcher, Lester Black, Robert Daschner, Walter Duntley, Frank Elliott, John Maxwell Elliott, Thomas Herbert Flatt, Floyd Ford, James Garrett, Floyd Garrett, Hallie Garrett, Vernon Halbert, Clifford Herman, Bert Jalbert, Arthur Jalbert, Charles Johnson, McLain Johnston, Elmer Keen, Oscar Larson, Lewis Lockhart, Clarence Loman, Sidney McKenzie, James Gordon McNeilly, Isaac McNeilly, Merritt MacFarlane, James MacFarlane, Neil Margach, William Skunes, Norval

Roll of Honor World War II

Army
Army
Air Corps
Navy
Marine
Army
Army Nurses Corp
Army
Air Corps
Army
Marine
Army
Army
Army

Ahlschwede, Leonard Ahlschwede, Lloyd Akeson, Joseph E. Akeson, Norman Anderegg, Joseph Anderegg, Richard L. Anderegg, Ruth Anderson, Alvin Beck, John B. Backlund, Peter Belcher, Dwain Bentley, James Berg, Alfred D. Berg, Henry M.

Army Army Army Army Army Army Navy Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Army Navy Navy Army

Biel, Elmer

Brown, Carol Dally, Francis R. Dally, Lowell K. Darling, Milo Ecker, Robert Eisenhauer, Edward Elliott, Albert L. Elliott, McLean W. Falconer, Gordon Flatt, Herbert A. Ford, James J. Freeman, Kenneth H. Gordon, Donald Gordon, Duncan Gordon, John Griesbach, Harold D. Griesbach, Kenneth E. Grothmann, Henry H. Haworth, George Heller, August Hertwig, Roy Howard, Lloyd W. Humphrey, Budd C. Humphrey, C.L. Humphrey, Kent B. Humphrey, Thomas B. Isgrigg, William Johnson, Martin S. Johnston, Raymond Johnston, Robert James Kraby, Leonard O. Kraby, Ralph F. Kuball, Erick Kuball, W.E. Lusk, Kenneth

McDonald, William Maurice McKenzie, William S. McMahon, Harold McMahon, Philip McMahon, Virgil McSparron, David D. MacFarlane, Neil Madsen, Elmer Magnuson, Sherman P. Melander, Sig A. Myers, Grace Myers, Howard Meyer, Orville

Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Air Corps
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Air Corps
Army
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Navy Nurse
Navy
Army
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Morris, Edward C. Otto, Lester Pedersen, Axel Peterson, Lawrence Porter, Duane H. Porter, Robert Pratt, George W. Pratt, Junion S. Pratt, William R. Quittschreiber, Clifford Quittschreiber, Donald St. Jacque, Terry St. John, Wesley A. Sather, Roger Scott, William Scovill, Carl C. Scovill, Donald Scovill, Max Scoville, Lawrence Sedenko, Ella Sedenko, Max Simensen, Elliott Simensen, Kenneth Skinner, Jean Smart, Doris L. Stewart, Louis Tappins, Thomas W. Tetzloff, Gebard Tetzloff, Lionel A. Thompson, Lloyd G. Thorsrud, Harriet Vantine, Jack D. Winterquist, Ernest

Roll of Honor
Korean

Anderson, Dennis Arneson, Robert Belcher, Bruce Berndt, Harold Christian, Irving Dahm, Gerald Dally, Donald Foster, Donald E. Foster, Robert Gene Gisvold, Robert Gisvold, Vernon Gowenlock, John C. Grage, George Grage, Glen Grage, Joyce Grage, Loren Lindgren, Oscar Jr. McKenzie, John E. MacFarlane, Roland Pratt, Paul P. Preston, Ernest Sather, Roger Wischer, Darrell

Roll of Honor

Viet Nam

Backlund, Mike Berndt, Harold Brag, Donald

Dueker, James

Gowenlock, James Haaland, Miles Hoium, Donald Holm, Terry Lockhart, Donald Lupien, Gary Lusk, Michael Moteberg, Lyle Oien, Dean Pedersen, Gary Pedersen, Larry Pedersen, Wayne Radebaugh, Charles Duane Radebaugh, Curtis Radebaugh, Loren Scoville, William L. Semmens, Larry Semmens, Sue White, Robert Woitzel, Allen Woitzel, Henry Woitzel, Ronald

Roll of Honor National Guard

Ecker, Perry

Ecker, Wesley Goldade, Larry Hagen, Allen Jalbert, Daryl Jalbert, Lynn Jalbert, Ronald Jalbert, Russell Johnson, Mark Johnson, Marty Lusk, Stanley McKinnon, Douglas McKinnon, Robert Pedersen, Daniel Peterson, Dennis Rosenau, Louis Scholl, Calvin Scholl, Harley Scholl, Rayland Scoville, Richard L. Springer, Margaret Stokke, Marlin Thompson, Keith Thorsrud, Bruce Weller, Keith Winterquist, Gary Winterquist, Greg Woitzel, Beverly

Roll of Honor
Interim

Christian, Cheryl Hestbeck, Scott Richard Mettler, Robert Radebaugh, Gerald Terry, Arvid

Army
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Navy
Marine
Navy
Army
Army
Air Corps
Army
Navy
Army
Navy
Army
Marine
Army
Navy
W.A.C.
Army
Marine
Army
W.A.C.
W.A.C.
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Marine
Navy
Army
Air Corps

Army
Navy
Air Force
Army
Army
Marine
Marine
Army
Navy
Navy
Navy Reserve
Navy
Navy Reserve
Air Force
Air Force
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Marine
Army
Marine

Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Air Force
Air Force
Air Force
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
W.A.C.
Air Force
Air Force
Marine
Army
Air Force
Army
Army
Airforce

Air
Air
Army
Army
Army
Air
Air
Air
Air
Air
Air
Army
Army
Air
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The American Legion

Whatever else war is, and it has been described in every way from one slightly profane word to countless pages of histories and novels, it is a unique and memory-stirring experience for those who were most intimately involved as members of the armed forces. From the shared experiences and the quicken​ed feeling of kinship have sprung many organizations of ex-servicemen.

Today there is no accurate record of the total number of veterans' organizations, but among them all, none has grown so large or has exercised such wide influence as has The American Legion. None is so intimately identified with the word "veteran." Since its origin in 1919, this largest of all veterans' organizations has become an integral and accepted part of the American scene.

The American Legion was born at a caucus of the first American Expeditionary Force, March 15-17, 1919, in Paris, France. Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., assisted in planning the Paris caucus, and called to order the subsequent caucus in St. Louis, Missouri, on May 15-17, 1919. His outstanding service during these vital periods of organization won for him the af​fectionate title, "Father of The American Legion."

From its humble beginning, to its present day, some of its major concerns are: veterans affairs and rehabilitation, welfare of children and youth, Americanism, legislative programs and economics. Presently, The American Legion consists of 16,000 posts, and 58 departments, with the National Head​quarters located in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Today, The American Legion faces some of its greatest opportunities. Likewise, it faces some of its greatest challenges, such as a growing membership, to which the establishment of new posts is a major factor, and gives The American Legion good reason to look forward to continuous useful contribution to the American way of life.

What's ahead of this giant of all veterans' organiza​tions? The answer to that question must await future historians. But its strength and vigor assures The American Legion's capability to continue its service to community, state, and nation.

When and Where the VFW Began

"Remember the Maine," was a slogan that stirred up patriotism among Americans over 82 years ago during the Spanish-American War.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States had its beginning in September 1899, when a small group of Spanish-American war veterans gathered in Columbus, Ohio, to form an organization initially known as the American Veterans of Foreign Service. It is not surprising that because of their love of coun​try they made patriotism the cornerstone of the organization's foundation.

In August 1913, a combined encampment of three separate veterans organizations met in Denver, Col​orado, and formed the initial cadre of what was to become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. The 56 VFW Posts and several thou​sand members of those days has evolved today into almost 10,000 posts and approximately two million members.

Then, as is still the custom now, the VFW believes in grassroots patriotism. As an organization whose men and women have served in combat areas over​seas, its members are proud to show their loyalty to and their love for America.

Having fought to preserve our nation, much of the VFW's efforts throughout the country in peacetime, center around the United States flag and. in teaching the young people of America to show our symbol of liberty and freedom the respect and honor it so justly deserves.

(Dec. 1980 Gopher Oversea'r)
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McSparron Homestead

Township Histories

Bell Township

Bell Township was organized sometime before 1884. It was originally called Elm River Township.

In the spring of 1884 six landholders petitioned to have roads surveyed and built on all the section lines in the township. Supervisors then were G.H. Knight, A. Robbins, and C.E. Cory.

Early records state that each and every male in​habitant in the township was assessed one day of highway labor to be performed in the ensuing year. This was in addition to real estate and personal pro​perty taxes.

In 1895 the name was changed from Elm River Township to Bell Township. The officers, were: Peter Madsen, Chairman

H.D. Atheston and Andre Bell, Supervisors Joseph Moen, Clerk

James Bell, Treasurer

C.E. Cory, Assessor

G.A. Flewell, Justice of Peace

L.A. Skue and E.H. Austin, Commissioners of Con​cilliation

Wm. Garret, Constable

Records show there being a Justice of Peace from 1892 until the late 1940's. He issued marriage cer​tificates and presided over civil cases involving in​habitants of Bell Township. Some of the cases record​ed include:

1. Two farmers charged with stealing another farmer's seed oats.

2. Recovering delinquent bills.

3. Assault and battery "on said plaintiff by taking a milk stool and struck me over the head and took another milk stool and throwed at said plaintiff and struck on the wrist and also took a three tined fork and rund after said plaintiff and threated to kill said plaintiff." (From the records of Geo. A. Flewell, Justice of Peace.)

Township meetings were held in the Elm River Schoolhouse #60, paying $5 for rent. Meeting location was changed in the 1960's to the IOOF Hall in Hunter.

In the fall of 1901, a "New Era" steel elevating grater of the largest size was purchased from Austin & Western Co. of Chicago for $1,300 plus freight. An operator was hired in 1902 at $2.50 per day.

Other township business included requesting that a farmer stop his flowing well from filling the ditches and another farmers fields. Another farmer was ask​

ed to keep his land from blowing dirt into the ditches. One board member was asked to build an animal pound for stray animals. This was built on the G.H. Knight farm (the present Norman Griffin farm on Cass County #2.).

Several farmers graveled their own roads in the ear​ly 1930's. Today, the township gravels and maintains the roads. Each farmer is responsible for mowing the roadlines in the fall.

In the spring of 1979, there was an unusually quick thaw after a winter with a great deal of snow. The dit​ches and unopened culverts couldn't handle the quan​tities of water, resulting in a great deal of damage to roads and bridges. The bridge on the county line bet​ween section 2 in Bell and section 35 in Bohnsack was completely washed away. The approaches to two other bridges were washed out, one large culvert came to rest downstream, as well as numerous damaged locations on roads and intersections. Many farmers had to find alternative routes to their fields that summer and were very pleased when all the repairs were completed.

Present Bell Township officers are:

Donald Hansen, Chairman

Dean Ecker and Morris Melander, Supervisors Susan Melander, Clerk

Myrna Ecker, Treasurer Kathleen Melander, Assessor

At present, there are 51 residents in Bell Township, representing 18 families.

Grandin people and their families who reside in Bell Township at the present time are: Bette Brix

James and Crystal Dueker - Monica & Danielle Dean and Verna Ecker - Wesley and Myrna Ecker - Sara & Daniel Burton and Helen Graalum Norman and Imo Griffin

Bohnsack Township

This township was named for John Bohnsack, the first settler in the area.

In 1878 John Bohnsack, with his wife and family, moved from Sheboygan, Wisconsin, to North Dakota and homesteaded land in section 14-144-51 which is the present farmstead location of Brian Bohnsack, his great-great grandson.

No organization date for the township has been found but it first consisted of East and West Bohn-
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sack Townships with one board of officers. In 1917 West Bohnsack Township became Greenfield. The town hall was at Greenfield Station. Board members elected in 1886 were: Charles Bohnsack, chm..David McSparron and C.W. Preston with Philip J. Bohn​sack as clerk and John Miller, treasurer with James Workman as assessor.

Duties of the town board were much the same in the early days as they are now. Records of the '80s show that they had to lay out and construct roads and that the township purchased road graders and scrapers and residents furnished horse power and labor and also erected the bridges and installed culverts where needed. The board also hired a resident to hand pick weeds, namely mustard, Canada thistle, cockleburrs, etc. for the entire township. This job usually took two or three days.

The 1886 annual meeting states that funds assess​ed for roads was two mills (1 general fund and 1 bridge fund). In 1980 the road levy was 18 mills. In 1886 the township needed $525.00 to operate in 1980 it was $8,000.00.

Some "firsts" for the township:

First child was born to Thomas Coopers in 1880. Sex not recorded.

First marriage was Mr. G. Wilson to a Miss Still in 1880.

First death - Herman Lindeman in 1883.

One of the first state senators from Traill County was R.J. Johnson of Bohnsack township - 1892.

First school was built on N.E. corner of Sec. 15-144-51 and had a six month term. Charles Wood was teacher and was paid $40.00 per month. John Miller, Lars Johnson and Charles Bohnsack were on the Board of Education. A second school was built on the N.W. corner of Sect. 27. In 1920 these schools were consolidated and in 1921 the new building was completed on the west side of section 15. All 12 grades were offered and the school continued until 1966 when the district was dissolved and became part of the Hillsboro, Hunter and Grandin districts. A community club was also organized in 1924. Dues were 25 cents per month with meetings held monthly at the school.

First residents came into the township by way of Grandin or up the Red River to Quincy, which was a post office and landing point, then across country from there.

Early residents were:

Robert Black, John and Charles Bohnsack, D.T. Carley, Thomas Cooper, Robert and R.W. Falconer, Charles and Wm. Fleischer, James and John Garrett, E.R. and R.S. Johnson, Emil Kreuke, Herman Lindeman, Henry and John Miller, W.J. Marshall, W.F. Martin, David McSparron, Sam McNeilly, Henry Rush, Von Steinwehr Bros. Wm. Thom, G.A. Willison, James Workman and David Young.

In the early 1900's many people came from southern Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, and South Dakota, purchased land in the township and settled here. The majority of present residents are descen​dants of this migration.

The township proceedings have been recorded by the descendants of John Bohnsack for 80 years. Namely: P.J. Bohnsack, son, 13 years: J.C. Bohnsack,

grandson, 34 years; Harold Bohnsack, great grand​son, 30 years; and Brian Bohnsack, great great grandson, 3 years.

The present township board is:

Paul Ponto, chm. Garth Garrett and Ronald Porter, with Brian Bohnsack, clerk, and Bruce Bohnsack as treasuer-assessor.

Grandin residents and their families who reside in the township at the present time are: James Armstrong

Lloyd and Vallie Griesbach - Conray, Sarah & Anna Darryl and Joyce McSparron - Lisa, Brett and Kurt Dunbar and Mildred McSparron Axel and Auslaug Pedersen Dennis and Geri Peterson - Beth Glen and Grace Porter

Gene and Daphne Porter James and Ruth Porter

Robert and Delores Porter - David Ronald and Gloria Porter - Mark and Joel Gerald and LaMae Radebaugh - Brett

Loren and Robin Radebaugh - Jesse and Rian

Quincy School. Raymond McCradie, Ernest Johnson, Mary Johnson, Bessie Smart.
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Presbyterian Church at Quincy

Elm River Township

Among the first permanent settlers of Elm River Township was Geo. Henry Ford Johnson who came as wagonmaster of a caravan of five covered wagons from Ontario, Canada in July of 1874. They settled near the confluence of the Red and Elm Rivers in Section 26 which was originally part of Cass County. The town of Quincy which contained 10 blocks was platted January 5, 1880. It served the area as a ferry crossing of the Red River and as a steam boat and stage coach station. Much of the agricultural products of that time were loaded on barges there for shipment to Fargo.

By 1883 Quincy reportedly had a population of 202, various stores,. livery stable,. post office, school, and Presbyterian Church. With the coming of the railroad on the Minnesota side river traffic gave way and the town was officially vacated by October of 1900. Many buildings had been moved across the frozen river to Hendrum, Minnesota, or west to Grandin, North Dakota.

John W. Johnson, son of George and Margaret Johnson, born May 13, 1875, was the first white child born in the township.

Early settlers were: John Johnson, Clements and Johns, Geo. W. Pratt, Arne Bruce, Thos. Underwood, John D. Taylor (Doctor?), John Kennedy, Catherine Johns, Tollef Herberg, Charles Canning who had a warehouse and was the ferryboat operator, Johnathon Martyndale (Martindale), Thos. Elliott, John Weir, Rev. Bergester, C.F. Lee, Dr. Albert Millegan, H.S. Bigaman, Sanderson and McNamee,

Miss Truesdale the teacher, Nat Blackball, James Sarsberg, and Dave Martin.

According to the Elm River Township clerks record book of 1914 the board of supervisors met on March 24, 1914. The following officers qualified: James McCradie, Justice of the Peace and Assessor, Chas. Fred Romerine and Seth Carkin, Conciliators. Alex Smart was chosen chairman. Bills were allowed and paid. Road drags were discussed and the clerk was instructed to write to road grading firms in regards to trading in old grader. During the early days the farmers did much of the road work themselves in lieu of paying road taxes. Later on tractor power was hired to pull the maintainer. In 1934 Jake McLaughlin was awarded 49 cents per mile for tractor power.

It was recommended that a man be hired to run maintainer at a wage_ of twenty cents per mile.

For the year ending March 9, 1915, the township had cash on hand of $1,696.00 with expenses of $1,358.00 leaving a balance of $337.00. A special meeting was held on June 8, 1933, about grasshopper poison available. Township voted to buy the poison which the county would furnish at cost and people were to pick it up in Hillsboro at no cost to the township. In 1939 four bait spreaders were purchased for $35.00 each.

December 21, 1927, the following resolution was passed: The township does not feel that the taxpayer should have to pay for keeping the roads open for automobiles during the winter season and in October of 1939 motion was made that there be no snow removal because of lack of funds.
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Present board members are: Wm. Lusso, Chm., Gene Christianson and Lynn Harrington, Supervisors, Thomas Hall, Assessor, and Marvin Martinson, Clerk and Treasurer.

Grandin people who reside in Elm River Township are:

Michael and Mary Ann Gadberry - Kristine Tom and Helen Hall

Jack and Arlotte Harrington - Kimberly, Todd and Wendy

Richard and Myrna Harrington

Victor and Johanna Johnson

Arvid and Ruth Lewison - Todd and Laura Clifford and Myrtle Lusso

William Lusso

Arnott and Elizabeth McCradie

Arnott D. and Ardyce McCradie - Rebecca and Dannette

Magnus and Lone Magnuson

Marvin and Beverly Martinson

Harley and Bonnie Scholl - Kelly and Nicki Rayland and Bonnie Scholl - Randy, Jeff and Missy Keith Weller

Kelso Township

Kelso Township was organized October 6, 1883. The first board of Supervisors were John Herman, G.A. Rosenkranz and Joseph Sim. George A. Falconer was Clerk.

At a meeting May 15, 1885, all Section lines were laid out to be graded as Public roads. That same month a contract was let to James Johnson to grade two miles of road for $150 for the two miles.

On July 15, 1885, a bill in the amount of $62.50 was paid for half of the cost of building a bridge over the Elm River on the town line between Kelso and Elm River Townships.

Land was sold in the Township in 1883 for $25 per acre and taxes were $20 for each Quarter Section.

June 2, 1887, a contract was let to S.E. Lanterman of Hillsboro to drive piling for a bridge on the Elm River on Bohnsack and Kelso Town line for $22. The bridge was to be thirty feet long. The cost of the lumber for the bridge was $76.36.

George A. Falconer was Clerk of the Township from 1883 to 1889; John W. Johnson from 1889 to 1890; L.C. Safford from 1890 to 1891; Duncan MacFarlane from 1891 to 1907; Wm. MacFarlane from 1907 to 1921; Bella MacFarlane from 1922 to 1950; Tom Reid from 1950 to 1975; Brian Dahlstrom from 1975 to the present time.

Grandin people who reside in Kelso Township are: Ruth Anderegg

Melvin and Lavina Brag

Henry, Martha and Anna Grothmann

Donald and Patricia Lockhart - Kellie and Sam Ruth Lockhart

Neil, Roland and Winifred MacFarlane

Jon and Joy McSparron - Jason, Joshua, and Jessica

Ted and Sheila Madsen - April and Kyle

Roy and Ruth Satrom - Curtis, Richard and Sandra Harold and Merle Stokke - Marlin Bruce and Diane Thorsrud - Nathan and

Nolan
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Kinyon Township

Kinyon Township was organized about 1885 and was named for Martin Kinyon, a prominent land​holder in the township. Grandin which was included in the township was platted in 1881.

Records are sketchy but in 1906 a Mr. G.A. Anderson was #1 overseer with A.S. Duntley as treasurer. Supervisors were W. Thom, D.G. Geddes and L.J. Margach with Peter Reid as clerk. J.H. Elliott was judge and Thomas Elliott assessor.

Bills allowed in 1914 for upkeep of the town included: David Jolly repairing sidewalk, $16.20, John Garrett, repairing town hall $60.00 and J.B. Hansen for cement crossings $348.00.

In the early days farmers mostly did their own road work and were paid out of township funds. Bills paid for such work in 1914 ranged from a low of $11.00 to a high of $42.00.

In March of 1916 R.F. Gunkelman took over as treasurer, an office he held until March of 1920 at which time T.F. Clapp was elected.

In January of 1922 the township paid a bill of $100.00 for 50 yards of gravel for Grandin School District #75.

Grandin was incorporated into a city in 1926 and from that time on elected their own officials. They continued with joint ownership of the town hall until about 1976 at which time it was disposed of. It is now located at the Rosenau farm and belongs to the Westbridge Invitational Gun Club of Grandin.

Township officers at the present time are: Donald Stirling, chm., Philip Grage, Allen Woitzel, with Louis Rosenau as clerk and Wm. Lawrence, treasurer.

Grandonites residing in the township are: Dwight and Gloria Aasen - Michael, Corey and

Brian

Clyde and Mavis Ahlschwede Dan and Pearl Backstrom

Don and Judy Dally - Jodi and Tom

Gene and Margaret Foster - Mark, Brian and

Darrin

George and Verna Haworth - Mary and Betty Gail Jore

Allen and Bonnie Nepstad - LeRoy, Richard, Karen

and Julie

Lillian Rosenau - Louis

Lester and Clarice Satrom - Tamara, Todd and

Tricia

John and Martha Sund - Alana, Steven, Michael

and Daniel

Allen and Joyce Woitzel Chad and Sara Robert White
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Noble Township History

On January 17, 1882, Noble Township was established with a rural Post Office on the NE'/a of Section 22 with James Pratt as the first Postmaster. On January 30, 1890, the Post Office was discontinued and the mail was distributed from Perley, Minnesota. Noble Township, Dakota Territory was named for H.W. Noble, an Erie, Pennsylvania, banker, extensive oil producer and a large land owner in Cass County.

The first annual township meeting was held on May 3, 1884, at the District 21 school house located on NW1/4 Section 26. Thomas Elliott was one of the judges of the election. It was voted that there be a tax of 2 mills on the dollar on valuation of township property, for township expenses. By 1895 a $500 levy was voted for road and bridge and general funds and by 1975 this levy was increased to $6,000.

Martin Schow, Melvin Holte's grandfather, together with his family were the first to settle in Noble Township on Section 24 in June of 1870. About 75 to 80 years ago every year in the month of June about 50 to 60 adults and children from Grandin would go down to the Schow farm on the Red River for their annual picnic. The main entertainment of the day was tub races on the Red River. Each man would bring his old-fashioned wash tub and paddle and race down the river. The ladies always prepared the picnic lunch. The day was the highlight of the summer. When they left they would always bid Mr. Schow a

goodbye and said they would see him in the fall. In the fall they would return to cut and prepare their wood for winter, which was hauled back to their homes. They did this all winter in all kinds of weather and roads. This was quite a different method of heating in comparison to our electric and oil heat of today.

Thomas Elliott, a judge of the first township election, owned the NE i/4 of Section 5. Albert Elliott owned the NE 1/4 of Section 27. When he moved from this land, he lived south of Grandin for several years. James Pratt, the first postmaster, owned the W1/2 of Section 23, that is the family of John and Bob Pratt. This is the land now farmed by Alden Rensvold. R.J. Pratt owned the S1/2 of Section 5. This farmstead is now farmed by Russell Jalbert. Across the road from Russell Jalbert in Section 8 was where the Keen family lived, who were very well known in the Grandin area. A member of the Humphrey family owned the SWl/4 of Section 8. Members of the Lawrence family and of the Weller family were also early landowners in Noble Township. The individuals mentioned above were all very active in the Grandin community in the early days.

Grandin people living in Noble Township are: Russell and Geri Jalbert - Sean, Shannon and

Sommer

Don and Sylvia Holte - Brenda, Becky, Brian and

Beth

Loren and Jane Grage - Grace, Doris and Bridget

L. J. Rosenau Barn
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Luise Ahlschwede, 90 years old

Florence "Floss" Elliott, Grandin's oldest senior citizen who was 94 on February 23. She now resides at the Hillsboro Nursing Home.

I like to live in a little town

Where the trees meet across the street Where you wave your hand and say "hello" to everyone you meet. I like to stand for a moment Outside the grocery store and listen to the friendly gossip of the folks that live next door.

I like to live in a little town​

For life is interwoven

With the friends we learn to know and we hear their joys and sorrows as we daily come and go.

So I like to live in a little town

I care no more to roam

For every house in a little town

Is more than a house-it's a home.

-Anonymous

79

Grandin City Residents

Walter and Luella Ahlschwede

Gaylon and Robin Anderson - Charles and Nichole Dell and Jackie Arneson

Robert and Joanne Arneson - Deborah and Danny Peter and Donna Backlund - Michael and Patricia Leo and Fern Bauer - Penny, Wendy, Jody, and

Heidi

Harvey Berg

Harold Berndt

David and Carolyn Blaser - Jeff and Todd

Irving and Lillian Christian - Cheryl, Brent, Lisa and Kenton

Gerald and Monica Dahm - Brenda, Sharon, Julie, Michael and JoAnn

George and Edna Daschner

John and Evelyn Elliott

Lila Gisvold

Robert Gisvold

Larry and Frances Goldade - Tammy and Lonnie John and Alice Gordon

Donald and Barbara Graalum - Jamison and Darin Laura Grage

Carl and Gertrude Grothmann

Miles and Melody Haaland - Myla

Dean and Nita Hagemeister - Brandon, Kerry and Bobbi Mae

Allen Hagen

Lloyd and Agnes Hagen

Larry and LaVonne Hanson - Marlin, Jeffrey, Keith,

Kevin, Scott and Steven

August and Esther Heller

Mildred Hestbeck

Terry and Patsy Holm

Aldon and Brenda Horn - Adam and Jennifer Donald and Judy Houim - Micheal, Corey and Derrick

Marvin Howard

Lewie and Francis Jalbert

Timothy and Joyce Johnson Troy and Chad Donald and Debra Keller

Rudy and Virginia Klimek

Carl and Nora Korup

Ryan and Dorothy Leinan

80

Lee and Theresa Leines - Heather

Bernie and Renae Lenz

Kenneth and Laura Lougheed - Lisa Deloros Lusk

Michael Lusk

Elmer and Bette Madsen

Robert and Myrna Mettler - Ann and Mark Orville and Muriel Meyer

Lyle and Shirley Moteberg - Susan, Leah and Evan Rhoda Newman

Darryl and Sandra Nohr - Tracey Harold and Vernice Oien Larry Pederson

Alvin Peterson

Ernest and Ardith Preston - James Kenneth. Preston.

Wayne and Jo Ann Radebaugh - David Mark and Debbie Robertsdahl

James and Joyse Rodda - Eric, Elliott and Gus Duane and Rose Rubash Arcule (Terry) St. Jacque Tim and Paula St. Michel - Tamara Hedberg Larry and Sue Semmens Dennis Sokness

Joesph and Viola Sokness Douglas Spry

Jerry and Karen Srur - Krystal and Kodi Gary and Valerie Steinhaus - Adam

Kenneth Standberg - Donald, Candice, Martin and

Nickolas

Douglas and Betsy Tate - Bethany Ed and Mae Tate

Arvid.and Edna Terry - Kip, Scott, Teresa and.

Robert

Keith and Julie Thompson - Justin Bertha Weller

Kevin Weller

Lloyd and Pearl Weller

Alfred and Alice Winterquist - Cindy

Gary and Elizabeth Winterquist - Travis, Tracy

and Heather

Gregory and Nancy Winterquist - Steven, Jamie

and Jenny Cameron Wischer

Family Histories

__4%00101~ftiwzle~~~~~

Clayton J. Ahrlin Family

During the summer of 1961 I was invited to meet with the Grandin School Board. Before the evening was,over I had signed a contract to begin adminis​trative duties in Kinyon School District #75. It was the beginning of an exciting time for Helen and me that was to last fifteen years until my retirement from teaching in 1976.

My oldest, James, was beginning his first year at Concordia College, Denise became a freshman at Grandin and Laurel was starting grade two.

It didn't take long for all of us to feel at home for the people of Grandin were and are most hospitable and friendly.

Together with a working and progressive school board we did many wonderful things beginning with a full accreditation rating and maintaining it, to the building of a spacious and practical library/class room/lunch room addition.

Today our children are all teachers. Helen and I live on our farm near Galesburg. I sell insurance (hail), adjust crop-hail losses, restore old cars, hunt, fish and travel.

George F. Ahlschwede, Luise Prochnow George F. Ahl​schwede was born December 23, 1880 in Seward Coun​ty, Nebraska. He married Luise Pro​chnow on May 6, 1908. They farmed in Ne​braska until 1913 when they

moved to Grandin and purchased a farm southwest of town. In 1933 they bought the present farm two
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miles south of Grandin. To this union were born ten children, six boys and four girls, namely - Erwin, born April 27, 1910, deceased Dec. 7, 1937 - Esther, born and died in Nebraska at the age of 10 months - Hulda, Mrs. Elmer Biel of Southgate, California - Martha, Mrs. Richard Odden of Benson, Minnesota - Walter - (see Walter Ahlschwede family history) - Leonard, entered the armed services in 1941. Killed in action on Saipan July 12, 1944. - Lloyd of Lakeland, Flordia - Roy, Portland, Oregon, who is deceased - Clyde - (see Clyde Ahlschwede family history) - Myr​tle, Mrs. Marvin Bergmann of Randolph, New Jersey.

There are nineteen grandchildren and fifteen greatgrandchildren. George Ahlschwede died in 1965 and Luise resides at Hillsboro Nursing Home. (1956

and updated 1980)

Clyde Ahlschwede - Mavis Ponto

Clyde Ahlschwede was born in Grandin on April 18, 1925, to his parents George and Luise Ahlsch​wede and has lived his en​tire life in Grandin Com​munity.

He married the former Mavis Ponto from Bohnsack Township, Traill County who came to Grandin as an elemen​tary school teacher.

They were married at Hillsboro June 19, 1948, and have lived their married life on the farm two miles south of Grandin.

They have a family of three daughters: Sandra, born July 23, 1949, is a registered nurse, married to Roger Mulvaney, formerly of Gardner, who have two children, Rory and Jenelle and are prese-itly living in Valley City, North Dakota, where she works as a nurse in the hospital and Roger as principal of the Oriska High School; Janice, born September 5, 1951, was an elementary school teacher 5 years and is now working as a medical secretary in Pensacola, Florida, where she lives with her husband James D. Funches, who works with electronics for the Stanley Door Company; and LuAnn, born February 9, 1953, is a registered nurse working in TNI Surgery at St. Lukes Hospital, in Fargo, North Dakota. They are members of the Grace Lutheran Church of Grandin.

Walter Ahlschwede - Luella Biel

Walter Ahlschwede was born on October 10, 1916, on a farm near Grandin, North Dakota. He married Luella Biel on March 9, 1940. Luella was born at St. James, Minnesota. Two children were born to this union, Dian born June 9, 1943, and Dale on April 18, 1946. Walter farmed in the Grandin area until 1952 at which time he moved to the city of Grandin and filled the position of manager for the Grandin Co-op Oil Company until 1978.

Dian married Rodger Quist, an elementary school ad​ministrator. They have three children and live in Brighton, Colorado, where Dian works as a legal secretary.
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Dale entered the ministry of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod and is located in Frankenmuth, Michigan. He married Joan Hilk and they have four daughters. (see Biel)

Ruth Anderegg

I moved from Moorhead to the farm east of Grandin in 1951, the year I married Joseph L„ Anderegg. We have three children: Lee Ann Anderegg, a nurse's aid at the TNI Hospital in Fargo, Mary Jo, married to Steven Basol. She is a nurse at the Fargo Clinic. Kim, married David Jones, is a home economics teacher and lives in Fort Dix, New Jersey, at the present time.

Joe's brother, Dr. Richard L. Anderegg is married and lives at Morro Bay, California. They have two children, Richard and Judy, both married. Joe and Richards parents, Mr. and Mrs. Louis T. Anderegg are both deceased. She died in November of 1963 and he in October of 1968 at San Luis Obispo, California. Joe died September 4, 1979.

Allen F. Anderson - Jean Elliott

Allen Anderson and Jean Elliott were married in 1956 and resided in Fargo from 1957 to 1971 at which time they moved to Lake Park, Minnesota.

Allen has been employed by the Air National Guard since 1958.

They have four sons: Scott, Kevin, Douglas and Arlen. Kevin and Arlen are still at home and Scott and Douglas are married and live in the Lake Park area. Scott has one son Kelly, and Douglas has a son

Jeremy. (see Elliott)

Chris Anderson - Orrel Bjerkan

Chris Anderson was born in Denmark in 1902 and came to the United States with his parents, Hans and Christine Anderson. They settled in Iowa in 1904. He immigrated to the Grandin area in 1928.

He married Orrel Bjerkan, daughter of Louis and Elva Bjerkan at Hillsboro on December 26, 1933. She was born at Plummer, Minnesota. They bought their present farm, which is three miles east and one mile south of Grandin, in 1934.

They have five children: Richard, Seattle, Washington, Dennis, Issaquah, Washington, Judy, Mrs. Donald Dally, Grandin, Betty, Mrs. Richard Hestbeck, who passed away in 1969 and Patricia Thompson, born June 15, 1945, and lives in Issaquah, Washington. Three girls were born to Leroy and Patricia. Chris Anderson died in 1964.

Orrel Anderson remarried in 1965 to Adolph Kjelmyhr of Galesburg. They now reside at Issaquah,

Washington. (1956 & update, see Dally)

Gaylon Anderson - Robin Arneson

Gaylon Anderson, son of Walter and Ella (Harr​ington) Anderson was born at Cooperstown, N.D., on February 9, 1953, the youngest of five children. The family moved to Halstad about 1960. Gaylon gradu​ated from Halstad High School and from the Univer​sity of Minnesota, Crookston branch, in 1973. He was Married on June 21, 1974, to Robin Arneson who is

the daughter of Raymond and Royce (Krueger) Arneson, residents of Halstad. She and her twin brother born March 25, 1954, are the youngest in a family of four. Robin graduated from Halstad High School and North Dakota State University school of nursing. She worked at the Ada Hospital for six mon​ths as a nurse and then returned to Halstad where she was a bookkeeper at Wang Oil Company.

Gaylon was employed at Wang Ford Co. in Hal​stad for five years before coming to Grandin where he is manager of the Grandin branch of the North​western State Bank of Hillsboro. Robin is city auditor. They have a son Charles born March 24, 1979, a daughter Nichole Ella was born November 24, 1980.

John A. Anderson - Margaret E. Kalles John A. Ander​son was born in Ontario, Cana​da, on Decem​ber 22, 1854. He married Margaret E. Kalles on Oc​tober 1, 1875, and two years later, in 1877, they moved to

Dakota Territory, arriving at Fargo.

The next spring he filed on a claim four miles northwest of Casselton, and lived there until 1882 when he moved his family to Grandin. He operated a blacksmith shop in the yard at his home in Grandin, which is still standing.

He also helped to organize the first school at Grandin and served as director for several years. He was one of the community leaders. He served as chairman of the town board for eighteen years, and was deputy sheriff in the Grandin district for four years.

John Anderson and James Pratt started the first carriage shop and operated it until Mr. Pratt's death when the business was sold to Louie Margach.

In the fall of 1910 Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, with their two sons and a daughter, moved to Puyallup where he lived until his death in March 1923.

Mrs. Anderson passed away in March 1940.

To them were born six girls and two boys: Jean, Mrs. Grant Stevens; Archie W., Alvina, Mrs. T.C. Atkinson; Lilly, Mrs. Chas. Blair; Mary, Mrs. A.M. Forrest; Edna, Mrs. C.M. Simmons; Margaret, and

Robert B. (1956)

Robert Arneson - Joanne Hochberger

Robert Arneson was born March 19, 1939, at Cooperstown, the only son of Kenneth and Irene (Fritz) Arneson. In 1959 he married Joanne Hochberger, daughter of Hugo and Winnifred (Green) Hochberger. She was from the Cooperstown-Sutton area and was born at Cooperstown on January 28, 1941.

They lived in Cooperstown until 1964 when they moved to a farmstead belonging to Willis Wiger northwest of Grandin. In the fall of 1965 they bought the farmhouse and moved it to the present location in Grandin.

Bob has been an independent grain trucker for twenty years and Joanne is employed as bookkeeper at Grandin Co-op Oil Company. They have three children. Dell, born in 1959, trucks with his father and is married to the former Jacqueline Stimmel, daughter of Camillas and the late John Stimmel of Gardner. Deborah who was born in 1962 is attending St. Cloud State University, Minnesota. Danny, born in 1965, is still at home.

The family are members of Grace Lutheran Church in Grandin.

Dell Arneson - Jackie Stimmel

Jackie and Dell Arneson were married September 6, 1980, at the Grace Lutheran Church in Grandin. Jackie is the daughter of Camillas (Goff) Stimmel and the late John Stimmel of Gardner, North Dakota. Dell is the son of Robert and Joanne Arneson of Grandin.

Jackie and Dell both attended Cass Valley North High School in Argusville, N.D. After graduation Dell went to work for his father and Jackie attended the Moorhead Area Vo Tec Institute. She graduated in July of 1980.

Jackie and Dell are currently making their home in Grandin.

B.W. Aylor

B.W. Aylor came to Grandin about 1916 where he managed a thoroughbred Scotch Shorthorn cattle farm one mile east and one mile north of town. It became known throughout the entire northwest for its exceptional high grade stock and at least two na​tionally advertised sales were held at the farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Aylor moved to Mayville, North Dakota, about 1924.

(1956)

Peter and Donna Backlund

Peter and Donna Backlund and their sons, Peter David (5 yrs.) and Michael O. (2 yrs.), moved to Gran​din in 1955. Peter was born and raised in Hickson, N.D. and Donna was a native of Roslyn, S.D. Paul Alan was born in 1956, and Patricia Kaye in 1963.

P.. David, Michael, and Paul all attended the Gran​din Public School and are graduates of NDSU. Patti graduated from C.V.N. in 1981. David is married to the former Joanne Donovan of Leeds and both are teachers in the Carrington School System. Michael is employed by Agway Inc., at Grandin. and. Paul. is. a. Graduate Research Assistant in Ag. Ed. at NDSU..

. Peter was an employee . of R.F. Gunkelman and Sons until 1971, and is currently with Agway. He served on the local school board for seventeen years from 1961 through 1978.

Backlunds are charter members of St. Marks Lutheran Church in Gardner. St. Marks was a home Mission Church, which was organized by the American Lutheran Church in 1956.

Peter and Donna have been active Sons of Norway members since 1975, and have attended the last two International Conventions. Donna has been the Social Director at Kringen #25 in Fargo for the past two years, and recently became an employee of Kringen Klub.
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Daniel Backstrom - Pearl Rensvold

Pearl and Daniel Backstrom moved to their farm in March of 1955. Pearl, the daughter of Herman and Martha (Ohnstad) Rensvold, was born and raised east of Gardner. She attended a one room rural school in Wiser township until her parents moved to Moorhead in 1944 and she graduated from Moorhead High and Moorhead State Teachers College. She taught school prior to her marriage. Daniel, the son of David and Anna (Bakken) Backstrom, was born and raised near Prosper, North Dakota. He attended school at Pro​sper and graduated from Mapleton High School. Pearl and Dan were married Oct. 20, 1951, and farm​ed at Prosper before moving to Grandin. They have three children: Mary, Mark and Ann. All of them graduated from Grandin High School. Mary was born November 13, 1954, and married Rick Halvorson of Galesburg, North Dakota, on November 28, 1975. She graduated from Mayville State College and taught school at Hope, North Dakota. Rick graduated from Galesburg High School and Valley City State College and farms at Galesburg. They have one son, Justin Lynn, born July 14, 1978. Mark was born July 5, 1956, and attended North Dakota State University and now works for Mearl Gifford of Gardner. He married Becky Peterson of Gardner, September 15, 1979, and they live in Fargo. Becky at​tended school in Gardner and Grandin and graduated from Wahpeton State School of Science as a L.P.N. She works for St. Luke's Hospitals in Fargo. Ann was born September 23, 1958, and graduated from Moor​head Area Vocational Technical School. She lives in Fargo and works in the office at Border States Elec​tric in Fargo.

Joseph Bakesson - Jennie Nonthene

Joseph Bakesson, a Cass County pioneer, was born in Sweden in 1856. He came to the United States at sixteen and settled in Minnesota, where he resided six years. In 1878 he came to North Dakota. During the first two years in the state he was engineer of a steam boat on the Red River, between Fargo and Grand Forks.

In 1881 he filed on a homestead west of Grandin, North Dakota.

One of the leaders in the Republican Party in the country, he was elected representative in the state legislature from his district in 1909, holding the office two terms. Mr. Bakesson married Miss Jennie Nonth​ene and later moved to a farm 11/z miles west of Gran​din where he built complete new buildings.

Three children were born: Norman, Barbara Jean,

and Joseph. (1956)
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Twin Valley, Minnesota. Leo on October 26, 1962.

They lived in a trailer house on the R.F. Gunkelman farm east of town until they purchased the Lyle Smith home in the northeast corner of Gran​din in the fall of 1964. In the summer of 1975 they built a new home in the southeast section of town.

Leo worked for R.F. Gunkelman & Sons Co. in Grandin from 1964 to 1970 and then for the Ralston Purina Co. until 1973. In July of 1973 he bought and operated his own truck until February 1976. He then went to work for Dakota Fertilizer of Grandin where he was employed until 1978. Since May of 1978 Leo has been employed as truck driver for Gadberry, Inc., of Fargo, North Dakota.

There are four children: a daughter Penny, born December 3, 1963, a daughter Wendy, born June 10, 1966, a son Jody born March 29, 1970, and a daughter Heidi who was born December 19, 1975.

Daniel Beck - Ellen Nevin Morrison

Daniel Beck was born in Quebec, Canada, February 2, 1872. He came to the Grandin area in 1889 where he joined his brother, John, who had settled in the Dakota Territory in 1886. John farmed in the area un​til his death in 1950. Daniel married Ellen Nevin Morrison of Casselton,

. North Dakota, on May 1, 1900. She was born October 21, 1877 in Kincardine, Ontario and came to Casselton with her parents in 1880. The Becks farmed west of Grandin until Ellen's death in 1934. Daniel died in 1938.

Their family included:

Richard who left Grandin in 1920 and has resided in Illinois since that time. He is married to Glenda Smith and is employed by the Kankakee County Highway Department. He has two sons, Donald of Tipp City, Ohio, and William of Lindenhurst, Illinois.

Edith married Earl Ford in 1926. They farmed east of Grandin until they retired to Hendrum, Min​nesota. Earl died in 1971 and Edith in 1979. Their sons are Lloyd of Pleasant Hills, California, and

Leo Bauer - Fern Horn

Mr. and Mrs.
Leo Bauer
moved to the
Grandin com​
munity from
Hendrum, Min​
nesota, in Jan​
uary 1964. Leo
is the son of
Mr. and Mrs.
Leo Bauer, Sr.
of McIntosh,
Minnesota, and
Fern is the
daughter of
Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Horn of
and Fern were married

Leslie of Hendrum. Minnesota.

Perry farmed near Grandin until moving to Fargo in 1937. He was married to Agnes Haugen. He work​ed for the A.W. Crary Insurance Agency and later with W.W. Wallwork, Inc., until shortly before his death in 1962.

Helen taught school in Grandin from 1928 to 1931. She later moved to Kankakee, Illinois, and mar​ried James Robertson (deceased). Their daughters are Mrs. O.W. (Anna Merle) Smith of Amboy, Illinois, and Mrs. Charles (Marilyn) Hubele of Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin. Helen retired from the Decatur, Il​linois, school system in 1974 when she moved to Fargo, North Dakota.

William married Cleo Larson of Hillsboro, North Dakota, in 1937. They farmed near Grandin until moving to Fargo in 1961. Cleo is employed by the J.C. Penney Company and Bill's business is Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning. They had five children: Jerry, who owns Drag-In Services, Inc., of Fargo, has four children. Robert died in 1946 at the age of two and a half years. Susan Houser is manager of the Alexander House in Park River, North Dakota, and has two chil​dren. Carolyn is employed by the American Linen Supply Company of Fargo. Donald is a sales repre​sentative for Gaffaney, Inc., in Grand Forks, North Dakota.

John joined the Armed Services in 1940, serving in the United States Air Corp for twenty years. He is married to Nada Reschke. They live in Mountlake Terrace, Washington. John is a Security Officer at the Sand Point Naval Air Base near Seattle, Wash​ington.

Lester Belcher - Blanche Sim

Lester Belcher (April 1, 1890 - June 28, 1969) was born and raised on a farm at Jacksonville, Illinois. After serving in the U.S. Navy, he went to Fargo, North Dakota, to live. He was a plumber by trade. He was active in Boy Scouts of America, the Masonic Order, and the First Baptist Church. He married Blanche Sim (September 6, 1885 - December 11, 1949) from Grandin and Fargo on June 5, 1923.

Blanche Sim Belcher was the eldest child of Joseph Sim and Maria Lockhart Sim. Joseph Sim came to the Grandin Community in 1879 and established a homestead north-east of Grandin, now in Traill County.

Lester and Blanche and their children moved to Grandin in 1928. The Belcher farm is two miles east of Grandin in Cass County.

Their children were:

1. Lois (April 19, 1924 - ), married Paul F. Ham​mond from Lake City, Iowa, on June 3, 1944. They live in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

2. Dwain Belcher (August 30, 1925 - August 31, 1978) married Barbara Hofmann from Fargo, North Dakota, March 4, 1948.

3. Bruce Belcher (May 30, 1927 - November 22, 1973) married Shirley Helgeson from Grandin and Fargo, North Dakota, March 20, 1950.

4. A daughter, Jean, died in 1942.

All surviving children attended Grandin schools,

Lois and Dwain graduated from Grandin High

School. Bruce graduated from Fargo High School.

There are fourteen (14) living grandchildren and sixteen (16) great-grandchildren of Lester and Blanche.

Robert Bell - Louise Quandt

Robert Bell, the son of Levi Bell and Helen Block, was born in Hutchinson, Minnesota, on September 25, 1937. He moved with his family to Bell Township, near Hunter, in 1939, where Levi and Roy Bell farm​ed as a partnership until Levi's death in 1949. Levi's widow and family later moved to Hunter where she married Emil Holzkamm. Robert attended Rose Valley and Hunter schools and Dunwoody Industrial Institute in Minneapolis.

Robert married Louise Quandt, daughter of Chris and Edith Quandt of Oakes, North Dakota. She was born on September 30, 1939. She attended Guelph, North Dakota, school and State School of Science at Wahpeton.

Robert and Louise have made their home on a farm on Sec. 29, Noble Township near Gardner, since their marriage on May 6, 1962. They have three sons, Robert, born May 17, 1964, is in the junior class of 1980-81. Joel, born April 23, 1968, is in the seventh grade and Kevin, born April 26, 1971, is a fourth grader, all at Cass Valley North schools.

The Bell Family is active in the Presbyterian Church at Grandin. Robert has been chief of the Gardner Fire Department, and Nobel Township supervisor. Robert and Louise have held several of​fices in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Lodges in Hunter.

Clarence Berg - Emma Kroshus

Clarence R. Berg was born November 4, 1900, the son of John Berg. He married Emma Kroshus, daughter of Halvor and Kristine O. Kroshus, who was born February 13, 1901. They were married at Moorhead, Minnesota, on September 30, 1924. They farmed east of Perley for two years then moved to the present farm in Traill County. The now extinct town of Quincy was located on this farm.

Clarence and Emma Berg have two children, Ed​mund Clayton born November 23, 1925, married Helen Marie Scheuefenberg and farms east of Hen​drum; they have two sons, William Clayton and Robert Allen. William Clayton has two children, Jen​nifer Elaine and Theresa Marie.

Helen Delaine Berg was born August 8, 1927, is married to Vernon Petry. She lives in Fargo and is employed at the Fargo Clinic. Her husband_ is an in​spector with the Fargo Fire Department.

David Black - Mary Jane Young

David Black was born at Greensville, Ontario, February 27, 1867, and went to Dakota Territory in 1885, settling at Quincy. He moved to Grandin about five years later.

He married Mary Jane Young November 22, 1892. To this union were born five children: Grace, Robert, Mildred, Marguerite, and Dorothy. Mr,. Black died Oct. 27, 1923, and Mrs. Black died July 27, 1938.

(1956)
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William Black - Mary Elizabeth Johnson Mary Elizabeth Johnson was born July 24, 1859.

She was married to William Black in December, 1880,

Mr. Black had the blacksmith shop in Grandin. He moved to Ward County in 1890 where he had a large cattle ranch.

Mr. and Mrs. Black moved to Oakland, California, in 1912. Mrs. Black passed away on November 17, 1915, and Mr. Black passed away in the late 30's.

(1956)

Harvey Berg

Harvey Berg was born at Cummings, North Dakota, on October 27, 1917, the son of Harold and Marie Ann Martinson Berg who came to America from Norway when Harold was twenty-one years of age. The elder Berg started to work on the railroad in Hillsboro in 1908.

Harvey started to work on the railroad in 1936 and moved to Grandin with his parents in 1942. In later years he was employed by R.F. Gunkelman & Sons and the Cargill elevator. He retired in 1977. He had three brothers all deceased and four sisters liv​ing.

A.F. Biel Family

Albert (Pop) Biel was born in Minnesota in 1872. He married Ida Alvina Erdman in 1895. There were two children from this marriage, Aurel C. and Cora. Aurel now resides at Los Gatos Convalescent Hospital in Los Gatos, California. He has two daughters, Elaine and Dorothy Mae. Cora married Edwin Kohlmeyer and they farmed near Wykoff, Minnesota, where they live in retirement now. Their family consisted of four daughters and one son: Helen, Dorothy, Ruth, Dorene and Walter.

Ida Erdman Biel died in 1900. Albert Biel married Amanda Wendorf in 1901. They moved to Grandin in 1927 and farmed two miles south and three miles west of town. Previous to this time the family had liv​ed at Ward, South Dakota, Knox, North Dakota, and St. James, Minnesota. To this union was born six children: Fred, Estella, Irwin, Elmer, Luella and Lorenz, who died at age two.

Fred married Nellie Nelson and they had three sons, Norman, Eugene, and Orval. Fred now lives at Litchfield, Minnesota.

Estella married Anton Nelson, a brother of Fred's wife. They lived for. some time on a farm near Gran​din. They had a family of three sons and three daughters: Earl,- Leonard, Floyd, Norma, Arlene and Doris. Estella now resides in Alexandria, Minnesota.

Irwin married Gladyce Moen. They lived for many years on the home place west of Grandin. They had four daughters and one son: Sharon, Marlys, Wanda,

Kathy and Terry. They now live in Hillsboro, North Dakota.

Elmer married Hulda Ahlschwede from Grandin. They have two children, Dennis and Linda. They are now residents of South Gate, California.

Luella married Walter Ahlschwede of Grandin in 1940. They farmed the Golliet farm southeast of Grandin and later the Francis Foster farm west of Grandin. They now reside in Grandin. They have a

son and a daughter, Dale and Dian. Dale is a pastor at Frankenmuth, Michigan, and Dian is married to Roger Quist and lives in Brighton, Colorado.

Amanda Wendorf Biel passed away in 1941 and Albert Biel passed away on April 18, 1951. (See

Ahlschwede)

David Blaser - Carolyn Donell

David Blaser was born at Mahnomen, Minnesota, the son of Adolph and Laura (Hiilefland) Blaser and was married there in 1961 to Carolyn Donell, the daughter of the late Anthony Donell and his wife Francis Kusch.

The family moved to Grandin in 1966 and Dave is now manger of Gold Label Feed Company. Carolyn is employed as a cook at the Cass Valley North Grade School in Grandin.

There are three children in the family: Jeff and Todd at home and Debbie who is married to Mark Robertsdahl.

David has been a member of the city council for several years and is also the present fire chief.

Charles Bohnsack

Charles Bohnsack's parents came from Germany in 1854 to Sheyboygan, Wisconsin, and from there they moved to Austin, Minnesota.

They came to Grandin in a covered wagon and homesteaded west of town in 1879. John Bohnsack died in 1912.

To Mr. and Mrs. Bohnsack were born six children: William, Charles, Philip, Sophia, Mary, and Fredrica.

(1956)

Melvin Brag - Lavina Ochsner

Melvin Brag was born January 13, 1921, son of the late Sig Brag who was born in Sweden in 1891
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and Nelle Peterson Brag who was born in Iowa in 1896. He married Lavina Ochsner in 1944. She is the daughter of Dave and Freidia (Walker) Ochsner. David was born in Nebraska in 1880, his ancestors having come from Switzerland. Freidia Walker Ochsner was born in Russia in 1894. Lavina was born at Zeeland, North Dakota, May 18, 1926. .

Melvin and Lavina lived near Hope, North Dakota, for five years. In 1950 they moved to the Northwest 1/4 of section 27 in Buffalo Township where they lived for five years. They have farmed sec​tion 27 in Kelso Township near Grandin since 1957.

Lavina worked for R.F. Gunkelman Seed Co., for six years and for Agway Inc., for seven years. She is now disabled.

Their four children all graduating from Grandin High School are:

June who works for Data Processing in Cucamonga, California. She married Art Niemann in 1966. He works for Schlosser Forge Co., where he is a sales engineer. They have two children, Debra born July 16, 1968, and Wayne born June 14, 1970.

Donald Roy is with the U.S. Army now stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He has three boys from a former marriage who live in New Jersey. They are Donald LeRoy, born January 2, 1971, Jeffrey Michael, born January 14, 1974, and David Lawrence born December 26, 1975.

Donald married Rosemary Carway June 18, 1979, at Lawton, Oklahoma. They have one daughter Cyn​thia Dawn, born April 16, 1980. Before entering the service Donald was training for Weaver airlines in Kansas City, Missouri. He served one year in Viet Nam and three years in Germany before going to Fort Knox.

Ranea Denise married Clinton Larson on October 22, 1977. He works for the United Postal Service as a letter carrier in East Grand Forks, Minnesota. They have one daughter Michelle Ranea, born June 22, 1979. Before her marriage Ranea went to Wahpeton State School of Science and graduated as a certified occupational therapist. She is employed at United Hospital in Grand Forks.

Melvin Randy went to Bismarck Junior College getting a degree in Agri business sales and service. He got a football scholarship for his first year. At the present time he works as grain inspector and buyer for Anheuser Busch, Inc., in Moorhead, Minnesota. Randy resides in Fargo and is not married. He is listed in "Who's Who".

Ed and Orrel were married in 1941. He is the son of Nels and Martha (Berg) Buringrud and she, the daughter of Seymour and Ellen (Paulson) Anderson. They moved to Grandin from Blanchard in 1942. They lived on and later purchased the Thompson farm. In 1970 they moved into Fargo but are still in​volved in farming.

Their three children are Joan (Mrs. Duane Arvid​son) who has five children and works as a nurse at Mankato, Minnesota. Jay, who is married and has one child is a lawyer in Bismarck, North Dakota, and Jill, a state auditor who also resides in Bismarck.

(1956 updated 1980)

William Hall Butler and Idella Wilson Butler

William Hall Butler and Idella Wilson Butler came to live in Grandin nearly thirty years ago and stayed in the hotel temporarily.

They came from Cooperstown where they were in the farm implement business and established a similar business in Grandin in 1929. They retired from business and moved to Stephen, Minnesota, in

1951. (1956)

Mr. and Mrs. H.L. Carkins

H.L. Carkins was born on September 25, 1842, in Appleton, Maine, and moved to Grandin in 1885, set​tling on a farm one-half mile from Grandin.

Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Carkins: Mrs. Lena Safford and George H. Carkins, both deceased. (1956)

Mr. W. Milton Clark = Minnie Kinyon

Mr. W. Milton Clark came to Grandin from Staten Island, New York, in 1890 in company with W.S. VanBergan and Tony VanBergan. They and Mr. "Bill" operated a general store and after the VanBergans left to go back east, Mr. Clark had a dry goods store which he ran until illness forced his retire​ment.

He married Minnie Kinyon, who is deceased. He went back to New York where he died. (1956)

When You.. Build

S

You want good, dry Lumber We have a Complete stock. thoroughly sedsoned. Let us figure with you, and con​vince you that it will pay you te.deal with us.

We also handle Kenmare Lignite Ceal.

She Valley Lumber Ca..

GRANDIN. N. D.

t
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Irving Christian - Lillian Dohlman

Irving Lowell Christian was born on August 8, 1930, on the farm homesteaded by his grandfather near Thompson, Iowa. He served in the army, sta​tioned in California, France and Germany. After his discharge he was employed in the construction of grain elevators and feed mills.

Lillian Marie Dohlman was born in Ingham Town​ship,. Franklin County, Iowa, to John H. and Bertha (Weiner) Dohlman on November 26, 1934, the youngest of ten children. They lived on farms near Aredale and Hampton, Iowa, until her parents pur​chased a farm in 1946 near Hansell, Iowa. She gradu​ated from Hansell High School in 1952 and began secretarial work in Hampton and worked in Denver, Colorado, for two years before returning to Iowa.

Irving Christian and Lillian Christian. were mar​ried at Klemme, Iowa, on June 29, 1956. Irv was employed by the T.E. Ibberson Company of Minne​apolis, Minnesota, moving to Grandin in 1960 when the Ibberson Company was constructing the Dia​mond G Feed Mill (now Gold Label) for the R.F. Gunkelman & Sons. Grandin Mfg. Company was started in 1961, with Irv Christian it's manager.

Irv served on the Grandin School Board for three years, was president of the Grandin Improvement Association and has served on the city council for five years.

Lillian was appointed Deputy Auditor for Gran​din in 1971. In 1972 was appointed Auditor. During reorganization of the Cass Valley North School (Argusville-Gardner-Grandin) in 1975, she was ap​pointed to the Grandin School Board and worked on the school reorganization committee as a represen​tative from the Grandin Board. In 1976 became Clerk-Secretary of the newly reorganized Cass Valley North School District continuing working in the of​fice at the high school in Argusville. She resigned as city Auditor on January 1, 1980.

Their four children are, Cheryl Christian, born January 17, 1958, graduated from Jamestown Col​
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lege with a B.A. in nursing in 1980. Now 1st Lieuten​ant in the Air Force at Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lockland AFB, San Antonio, Texas. Brent Christian, born September 7, 1961, is in his 2nd year at North Dakota State University, majoring in civil engineer​ing. Lisa Christian, born August 31, 1964, is a junior at Cass Valley North High School. Kent Christian, born June 13, 1971, a fourth grader at Cass Valley North Elementary, Grandin.

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Christenson

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Christenson came to Gran​din, North Dakota, on January 1, 1948, as Great Nor​thern Section Foreman.

They have four daughters: Carol Ann, who was born February 13, 1949; Sandra Jean was born April 18, 1950; Linda Marie was born May 22, 1952; and Helen Bernette, born April 16, 1955. (1956)

Thomas Clapp - Cora Payne

Thomas Clapp was born in Chardron, Ohio, in

1857. He married Cora Payne in 11878. They made

their home in Ohio until 1882 when they came west

and located on a farm six miles southwest of Grandin,

residing there twenty-one years.

In 1903 they moved to Grandin where he operated

a hardware store for many years.

Mr. Clapp died January 3, 1926.

Mrs. Clapp moved to California and passed away

in 1936. (1956)

Francis Cormack Mary Ellen Radebaugh

Francis Edward Cormack was born December 16, 1886, in Fargo, North Dakota. At the age of four years he moved with his parents to Blanchard, North Dakota, and grew to manhood there. He married Mary Ellen Radebaugh July 5, 1911. She was born in Boone, Iowa, February 8, 1890, and came to North Dakota at an early age.

In 1917 Frank and his family moved to Grandin to make their home. He was manager of the Grandin Grain and Seed Company in partnership with R.F. Gunkleman, Sr. While in Grandin the Cormacks lived in the house two doors east of the Presbyterian Church.

Frank passed away February 8, 1948, while on a vacation trip to California. Mary Ellen then moved to Fargo to be close to her daughters.. She is now ninety years old and lives at Bethany Homes in-Fargo.

There were five daughters in the family:

June Cormack Slinde, a registered nurse, married Arnold O. Slinde October 6, 1937. He was an accoun​tant at the Grandin Grain and Seed Company. They lived in Grandin for five years after their marriage and then moved to Fargo. Arnold passed away July 29, 1977. There are three children in the family: Shari Denise Franklin lives in Olathe, Kansas, and has three children. She works with handicapped children in the Olathe school system. Susan Marie Dow lives in Bismarck, is a homemaker and has two children. Terry Scott is a Lutheran pastor in West Des Moines,

11

Iowa. He has two children.

The second child of Frank and Mary Ellen, Fran​cis Jessie, passed away in February, 1918.

Georgia Cormack Gaffaney, a registered nurse, married Robert Gaffaney June 18, 1940. She lived in Fargo until she passed away March 23, 1963, at the age of forty-five. She had six children: Judy Mehl lives in Fargo, is a homemaker and has five children. Robert Cormack Gaffaney lives in Chicago, is an elec​trical engineer and has four children. Maureen was recently married to Sarhad Kanali. She lives in Seat​tle, Washington, and is a personnel director in a large bank. Debbie Gaffaney, a teacher, lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. Ann Malmberg, a registered nurse, has three children. She lives in Fargo. Kathy Gorman has one child, is an occupational therapist and lives in Colum​bus, Ohio.

Marjorie Cormack Lippert, a teacher, married Richard Lippert June 18, 1948, who passed away February 20, 1975. Marjorie lives in Moorhead. There are three children in her family: Mary Ann Klein, a homemaker, lives in Salt Lake City, Utah. James Lip​pert lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. He is married, has two children and works at Embers in St. Paul. Daniel Lippert resides in Moorhead and is a junior at Concor​dia College.

Betty Lou Cormack Robinson, a registered nurse, married Glen Robinson June 12, 1949. They live in Blooming Prairie, Minnesota. They have two children: Janice Sheetzs lives in Apple Valley, Min​nesota, is a homemaker with three children. Richard Robinson, a professional model recently moved to California.

William Curry

William Curry was born in Goderich, Canada. As a young man he came to Fargo, where he was married in 1888 to Elizabeth Nelson, who was born in Pem​broke, Canada.

They moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, where they lived for several years, then returned to Grandin and settled on a farm two miles east of Grandin. After some years they moved to Fargo, then later to Athabasca, Alberta, Canada, where he homesteaded, until his death in 1925. Mrs. Curry passed away in 1926.

Four children were born to them: Earl, deceased; Gladys, Mrs. W.E. Norrington; Hazel, Mrs. H.R. Spooner; and Lois, deceased.

Mrs. Norrington and Mrs. Spooner are living in El Monte, California, a suburb of Los Angeles. (1956)

Gerald Dahm - Monica Heisler

The Dahms, Gerald and Monica, purchased the Gifford home at Grandin in 1974. They have nine children and two grandsons.

Gerald, a native of Breckenridge, Minnesota, is employed with the Burlington Northern Railroad as a signal maintainer and Monica (Heisler) a native of Es​mond, North Dakota, is now employed at the Ken​neth Strandberg home caring for his four children during the day.

Their children:

Nancy is employed at the Clinic as cashier, her husband Patrick Kava is with the Fergus Dodge.

They along with their son Ryan reside in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

David, who is single, is employed with the Burl​ington Northern Railroad on the crew at Page, North Dakota, and resides in Hillsboro.

Diane is a second year student at Mayville State College. Her husband, Devin Lusso, is employed with the Burlington Northern out of Hillsboro. They reside in the country at Hillsboro with their son Nickolas.

Brenda is a second year student at Mayville State College.

Donna is employed with Crop Hail Management in West Fargo.

Sharon and Julie both attend Cass Valley North school in Argusville, they participate in basketball, cheerleading and Pom Pon girls.

Michael and JoAnn attend CVN at Grandin and are in beginners band, basketball and have a Grit paper route.

Gerald Dahm served in the United States Air Forces.

Lott E. Dally Family

Lott Edward Dally was born in Scranton, Iowa, Novem​ber 21, 1896. He immigrated with his par​ents, Mr. and Mrs. William Wharry Dally, to the Grandin area, in 1904. He had nine

brothers and sisters, three brothers are still living.

In 1919 Lott married Manda Ovida Deiseth. Six children were born to them, four are still living: Jeanette, deceased 1935; Lowell K., deceased 1964; Dorothy, Mrs. Virgil Gebeke, Amenia; Charlotte, Mrs. Duane Tronson, Fargo; Evelyn, Mrs. Lloyd Bumgarner, Arthur; Donald W., Grandin.

Mr. and Mrs. Dally's two sons both served in the armed services. Lowell was in the Army for five years during World War II. Donald served four years in the Korean War.

Mr. and Mrs. Dally retired from farming and mov​ed to Casselton in 1968.

Lott Dally passed away in 1972. Manda-Dally still resides in Casselton. (1956-updated 1980)

Donald Dally Family

Donald Wharry Dally was born in Bohnsack Township. Judith E. Anderson was born at Grandin. They were married in 1958. Donald is engaged in far​ming and trucking. They have two children: Jodi Cheryl and Thomas Donald. (See Lott Dally and Chris

Anderson Family)

Ross Dally - Inez Burley

Ross E. Dally moved to a farm west of Grandin with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Dally from Greene County, Iowa, in 1904. He graduated from the Bohnsack School in Traill County.
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In 1923 Mr. Dally was married to Inez Burley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Burley of Gardner.

The young couple bought a farm west of Grandin and lived there until 1943 when they rented their land and moved to the Simonson house in the village of Grandin. Later they purchased the home formerly owned by Helmer Helgeson. Mr. Dally became the bulk oil dealer for Standard Oil Co., and later for the Grandin Co-op Oil Co.

Inez and Ross were active in community affairs and were members of the Presbyterian Church.

In 1953 the Dallys moved to Huntington Park, California, where Ross was employed by the city park department. Inez Dally passed away in 1960, Mr. Dally retired in 1962 and a year later married Clara (Phoebe) Hofmann. They now reside in Santa Paula, California.

Ross and Inez Dally were blessed with three children, eleven grandchildren and nine great​grandchildren.

Francis, their son, graduated from Bohnsack High School, served in the U.S. Navy throughout World War II, met and married a Chicago girl, Ruth Hansen. Frank and Ruth now live in Aloha, Oregon. They have four children: Scott, Susan, Greg and Joyce, and five grandchildren.

Phyliss, the eldest daughter, married Ronald King after graduation from Grandin High School and mov​ed to the Los Angeles, California, area. They have four children: Sheila, Candy, Steven and Terrance, and two grandchildren.

The younger daughter, Maxine (Micki), also graduated from Grandin High. She married Arnold Skunes of Grandin and they farmed there. They mov​ed to California for a time but in 1961 moved back to Grandin and are now farming at Arthur, North Dakota. They have three children: Jon, Darcy, and Kevin, and two grandchildren.

Steven Daschner - Clara Thamsten

Steven Daschner was born on September 1, 1867, at Peoria, Illinois. At the age of six months he moved with his parents to Ashkum, Illinois.

Clara Thamsten was born at Muta, Sweden and came to America with her parents at the age of four years in 1875. They were married in 1895 at Thebanse, Illinois. To this union six children were born: Walter, Irene, Frank, Mable, George and Florence, all born at Ashkum.

The Daschner family moved to the Grandin com​munity on March 1, 1915. Mr. and Mrs. Daschner celebebrated their golden wedding anniversary on March 3, 1945.

Walter passed away at the age of twenty-three at Camp Custer, Michigan.

Mr. Daschner died on February 22, 1953, at the age of eighty-five. Mrs. Daschner made her home with Mr. and Mrs. George Daschner until her death in 1961 at the age of ninety-two.

Irene (Daschner) Shaffer died in 1976 and Mable

(Daschner) Lindgren died in 1968.

Frank Daschner married Alma Tumblaer and

resides in Seattle, Washington. He is retired. Florence Daschner married Kermit Enney and

resides in Denver, Colorado.

George Dashner - Edna Lundstrom

George and Edna Lundstrom were married at Moorhead, Minnesota, on May 31, 1934, and farmed near Grandin before moving into town. They have one daughter, Linda.

Linda married Robert Graalum in 1963 and they live in Fargo. They have a son Todd and a daughter Lisa. Todd attends North High and is active in hockey. Lisa attends Ben Franklin Jr. High. Bob works for the city of Fargo and Linda is employed at St. Lukes Hospital.

Daniel J. Downs - Elizabeth Wyer

The Daniel J. Downs farm is located 13/a miles east of Grandin. Daniel married Elizabeth Wyer on June 18, 1945, in Inglewood, California. The following May, 1946 they moved to Hillsboro, North Dakota; and in May of 1947 they moved to their farm east of Grandin.

Pamela Ann was born September 28, 1947; Joanne Marie was born June 30, 1949; and Gregory Daniel was born June 3, 1952. (1956)

Mr. and Mrs. Theophile Dube

Mr. and Mrs. Theophile Dube came to Grandin in 1912. Two sons were born to this union.

Mrs. Dube died in 1940 and was preceded in death by her husband. (1956)

The Duntley Family

A.S. Duntley was born in Ply​mouth, Michi​gan, in 1860. In 1878, eigh​teen year old A.S. Duntley traveled from Michigan to North Dakota to file a claim south of Grandin. He

later left his land to enter in a partnership with William Thom in a hardware store. The store burned, and A.S. Duntley became postmaster of Grandin-a position he held for 39 years.

A.S. Duntley married Mary Thorn of Grandin, and they had three children: Ida, Bessie and Frank. Ida later married James Elliott of Grandin, and they had five children. Bessie married Harry Taber, also of Grandin, and they had three children.

The youngest, Frank, came home from WWI and married Dorothy Elizabeth Black, daughter of David A. and Mary J. Black-long time settlers in Grandin. On July 12, 1922, the Rev. J. Huey married Frank, aged 28, to Dorothy, 18, at the Black residence.

Following their marriage, Frank and Dorothy moved to Montana, and stayed there two years. They returned to live in Grandin with their firstborn, Frank David, born in '23, and built a house in the west of town. In 1926, Dorothy Mary "Molly" was born, and in 1929, Mark Andrew was born in the hospital at Fargo.

While in Grandin, Frank Duntley owned a General Store, and worked at Grandin Grain. Dorothy was assistant postmistress to her father-in-law, A.S.
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Duntley. In 1941, Frank moved his family to Selah, Washington, where they owned an apple orchard.

Now, 40 years later, Frank and Dorothy live on Vashon Island in Puget Sound. Their children all hold Master's degrees. Frank is a history teacher at Vashon Island High School, Dorothy "Molly" is a first grade teacher in Yakima, Washington, and Mark is the minister of the Beacon Hill Presbyterian Church in Seattle.

Frank married Barbara Humphrey of Yakima, Washington, and they have four children. Roberta is teaching special education in Auburn, Washington. Cindy is a C.P.A. and is working for Sears Roebuck in Seattle. David is a business major at Washington State University, class of '81. Lea is 12 years old and attending junior high at Vashon.

Mark married Agnes Woodside of Pasadena, Cali​fornia, and they have three children. Mark Jr., graduated from San Francisco Theological Seminary and is currently working on a Ph.D. at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. Stephen graduated from Yale University, class of '80, and is doing clinical research at the University of Washing​ton. Madeline is an English major, class of '83, at the

University of Washington. (1956 updated 1980)

Maurice E. Ecker - Mable Parker

Maurice Elias Ecker, son of Ellsworth Eck​er and Lydia Schwartz, was born at New Windsor, Maryland, on January 25, 1879. After growing up on a dairy farm he worked in the

steel mills at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and Wheel​ing, West Virginia. In 1906 he came to Illinois to work for his brother Edgar on his farm. Hearing of the cheap land being offered for sale in North Dakota, the two brothers arrived in this state in 1909 and bought two quarters of land two miles north of Grandin.

In 1911 Maurice went back to Illinois and married Mabel Anna Parker, daughter of Henry and Emma Dean Parker of Manteno, Illinois. Mabel was born April 21, 1893.

Arriving in Traill County they lived for a time in his bachelor quarters on the old Sanford farm now owned by Warren McInnes. From there they moved to the farm now owned by the Harold Stokkes where their daughter Merle, now Mrs. Harold Stokke, was born. From 1916 to 1919 they farmed the Thorsrud farm until buying the present Ecker farm. This is located three miles west of Grandin. The Eckers had three children: Merle, Dean, living on the home farm, and Everett, who died in infancy.

After the early deaths of Mr. Ecker's brother Edgar and his wife Nettie, who was a sister of Mabel, their seven year old son Clarence was reared by the Maurice Eckers. Then in 1927 after the death of

Clarence's wife in childbirth he brought his son, Robert, to the Maurice Ecker home and they also reared him. Clarence Ecker lives in Athelstane, Wisconsin, and his son Robert resides at Jamestown, North Dakota.

In 1947 Mr. and Mrs. Ecker left the farm and moved into Grandin where he passed away in November of 1952 and she passed away on May 10,

1975. (1956 and updated 1980)

Dean Ecker - Verna Sampel

Dean Ecker moved to his present farm, in the late teens, from the Thorsrud farm where he was born in 1917. His parents, Maurice and Mabel Parker Ecker, bought this home quarter and lived there until 1947. At this time they moved into Grandin leaving the farm to Dean and his wife, Verna. Maurice died in 1952 and Mabel in 1975. Dean attended Wahpeton State School of Science before starting to farm.

In 1945 Dean married Verna Sampel from Forest River, North Dakota. Three of her grandparents were some of the Scotch-Irish who had moved there from Ontario, Canada in the late 1870's and early 1880's. Her maternal grandmother came from Quaker ances​tory, originally from Pennsylvania, and was a school teacher. Farm sites that were owned by two sets of Verna's great-grandparents are still being lived on to​day in Walsh County.

Dean and Verna's children: Wesley, Perry, Hal and Eileen all attended NDSU. Perry and Hal were active members in the Farm House fraternity where Eileen was also a Little Sister.

Eileen was born in 1957 on her mother's birthday. She is a Registered Nurse, graduating in 1981 from Moorhead State U., where she received her B.S. in Nursing. She spent the summers of `79 and `80 at Bi​ble Camp working as camp nurse for the mentally handicapped.

Hal was born in 1956. After selling cars in Fargo for two years he moved to Minneapolis. There he is working as Unit Operations Manager for Finance America.

Perry served six years in the Air National Guard including a few months in Alaska. Wesley served seven years in the Guard along with several months
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at an Air Force school in Illinois.

Perry, born in 1950, was married to Sandra Nelson, of Washburn, North Dakota, in 1973, the year they graduated from SU. They farmed and rais​ed cattle west of Grandin for six years. One Friday in March of 1979 they came back from Western North Dakota where they had leased a ranch in the badlands northwest of Fairfield. By the next Tuesday they were packed into a caravan of two pick-ups, a car, and a semi-truck load of cows. Perry's brother Wesley and his family went along and helped with the calving that spring. Sandy's father came to this country from Sweden when he was a young boy. Her maternal grandmother was an active member of "The Daughters of the American Revolution."

Wesley, born in 1948, married Myrna Franklund in 1973. They farm and live on the home farm in Bell Township. They have two children: Sara and Daniel.

Perry Ecker - Sandra Nelson

Perry Ecker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean Ecker of Grandin, and Sandra Nelson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Nelson of Washburn, North Dakota, met while both attending NDSU and were married March 2, 1973. Perry received his degree in Animal Science and Sandy received hers in Home Education.

After our marriage, we lived in Grandin in a house that had belonged to Perry's grandmother, Mabel Ecker. It is located southwest of the post office. In 1976 we moved to the Rudy Rosenau farm 31/2 miles west of Grandin. While we lived in the Grandin area, Perry- farmed and raisedd herefords with his brother, Wes, while Sandy and her sister-in-law, Myrna, had an upholstery shop in Dean and Verna's basement.

In the spring of 1979, we moved to a ranch in the Badlands near Fairfield in Billings County. Ranching in the ruggedly beautiful Badlands has been quite an adventure. Perry has shot coyotes, broke horses, and we've both killed rattle snakes; while brandings, fall roundups, and calving in big pastures have given us a different dimension to the cattle business. Perry also roughnecks on an oil drilling rig and Sandy is back upholstering.

While we enjoy our new life, we fondly remember the people of Grandin and have enjoyed the visits and letters from the people "back home".

Wesley Ecker - Myrna Franklund

Wesley D. Ecker was born in 1948. After graduating from Grandin High School, he attended NDSU and began raising registered and commercial hereford cattle with his brother Perry, until Perry's move to Fairfield, North Dakota, in 1979.

In the fall of 1973, Wesley married Myrna Franklund of Wilton, North Dakota. She is the daughter of Laurence and Ruth (Thorson) Franklund. Myrna graduated from the College of Home Econom​ics at NDSU. Myrna had an upholstery shop with Sandy Ecker for three years, until the birth of their two children, Sara Marie, born March 25, 1976, and Daniel Dean, born August 23, 1977.

The Ecker's have been farming near Argusville since 1973, and running a cow-calf operation along the Elm River, while residing on the home farm three miles west of Grandin.

Wesley and Myrna are very active in the Presby​terian Church. He is an Elder and she is on the Christian Education Committee and teaches Sunday School.

Mrs. August W. Eisenhardt

Mrs. August W. Eisenhardt was born in Germany on August 4, 1879. In April, 1913 she came to Gran​din with her late husband, August, a son Karl, aged 6, and a daughter, Gretchen, aged 7. Four more children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Eisenhardt: John, Fred, Doris, and August Jr., who died when he was 7 years old. They lived in Grandin the first 7 years and then moved to the farm two miles south-east of Grandin which the youngest son, Fred, now owns.

.Karl married Velma Koch from Hillsboro. They have two daughters, and now live in Eugene, Oregon.

John married Miriam Fagot. They have one son and three daughters and live in Ontario, California.

Fred married Helen Warner, Halstad. They have two sons and two daughters and live in Kelso.

Doris married Wendell Heekman, Pasadena, Cali​fornia and has one son and one daughter and lives in Albany, Oregon.

Gretchen is now living in Chicago, Illinois.

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Eisenhardt moved to Kelso, North Dakota, where she passed

away. (1956)
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Rev. and Mrs. Robert Elkin

In August of 1957 the Rev. Robert Elkin was called from the Farming​ton, Minneso​ta, parish to serve the Gran​din - Hendrum churches. They found a nearly new manse wait​ing for them which had been built by the men of the church.

One of the first projects was to sponsor a young

Japanese lady so that she could attend Jamestown College. The Grandin church members took up mon​thly offerings for her support.

In 1957 the Grandin Church observed its 75th anniversary.

In 1962 a very memorable joy came to Rev. and Mrs. Elkin when the two congregations and many friends gathered a sum of money for their fortieth wedding anniversary to send them to visit relatives they had not seen for sixty-four and fifty-four years. They flew to Switzerland to see Mrs. Elkin's sister and nephew at Schalfhausen, birthplace of Mrs. Elkin. She left there at the age of four to go with her mother to Canada. They flew then into East and West Germany, Paris and then on to London, England to see Mr. Elkin's two brothers and a sister-in-law. Mr. Elkin was born in London but had gone to a farm in Canada at the age of fifteen to regain his health.

During the first World War he joined the Cana​dian Ambulance Corps and saw service in France un​til 1919 when he was mustered out.

In 1921 he decided to enter the Gospel ministry and studied in Chicago and Omaha, Nebraska.

In 1965 at the age of seventy he resigned from the Grandin church and went to a country church in Wisconsin where he served three years.

In 1968 one of the elders of the Howard Lake church, a former three point parish Mr. Elkin had served in the forties, got them to retire there. In a few months he was asked. to become visiting minister for two of the churches.

Now at the ages of eighty-six and eighty-five the Elkins are living to enjoy their two children Bob and Gladys, and ten grandchildren, each child has five, also six great-grandchildren with the seventh ex​pected in November of 1980.

Mrs. Elkin conducts a Tuesday morning Bible study in their two bedroom apartment of a H.U.D. government complex of twenty-four apartments. Mr. Elkin still visits patients in the nursing home and at times conducts services in the chapel there. Both are in good health.

James Elliott - Mary Currie

Mary Currie

pr

 Elliott was born in Toronto, Can​ada in 1831. She married James Elliott in 1850 in Goderich, On​tario and lived on a farm on the 10th concession near Clinton, Ontario. To this

union were born ten sons: John, Thomas, Arthur,

Albert, Currie, Joseph and Adam. One son died in in​

fancy, one aged three, and William, 22.

She moved to Dakota in 1887 with her two

youngest sons, after her other sons had all settled

there.

Mrs. Elliot died in 1915. (1956)

Thomas Elliott - Rebecca Pratt

Thomas Elliott was born in 1854 at Clinton, Ontario on the 10th concession. He came to Dakota Territory in 1880. He married Rebecca Pratt in 1882.

Mr. Elliott settled at what was known as Quincy, a post office east of here on the Red River. His arrival antedated the building of the railroad through this section and he often recalled trips by oxcart and by foot were made to Fargo in his first years here.

After four years spent in farming he moved to Grandin. He was manager of the Peavey Elevator for a number of years and later was manager of the Valley Lumber Yard. He passed away in 1929. Five sons and two daughters were born: James of New England, North Dakota; Harvey and Herbert, now deceased; George of Los Angeles; and one son died in infancy; Mable, Mrs. C. O. Simenson of Fargo, North Dakota; and Erma, Mrs. Livengood of Los Angeles,

California. (1956)

James A. Elliott - Ida Duntley

James A. Elliott was born at Grandin, Dakota Territory in 1883. Ida Duntley was born in Grandin, Dakota Territory in 1883. They were married in Grandin, North Dakota, in 1905. In 1907 they homesteaded at New England, North Dakota.

Mr. Elliott served as Postmaster at New England from 1921 to 1933, and assistant Postmaster until he retired in 1953. He is the son of Thomas Elliott.​
In' the family are five children, Thirteen grand​children, and five great-grandchildren. (1956) -
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Joseph A. Elliott - Margaret Freeman Joseph A. El​liott was born at Clinton, On​tario in 1871 and came to Dakota when he was sixteen. He bought a team of ponies and started a livery stable with his broth​er, Currie, after which he work​ed in the Drug Store for Doc​tors Hotson and Fisher.

He later went to college and studied pharmacy, then returned to Grandin and purchased the drug store.

He had a drug store in Fargo in the Powers Building in 1915, and in 1924 he moved to Oakland, California, and had a drug store there.

He was married to Margaret Freeman of Quebec, Canada and to them were born three children: William, Ileen and Lorraine, all living in California.

(1956)

George Albert Elliott - Clara Jane Jalbert

George Albert Elliott was born in Ontario, Canada on September 17, 1867. He emmigrated to North Dakota, and married Clara Jane Jalbert on May 11, 1905. Mrs. Elliott was born on March 19, 1882, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Jalbert of Grandin, North Dakota. To this union were born three children: Elizabeth, who died in infancy; Albert Louis, Galesburg, North Dakota; and Ethel, Mrs. George Brown, Moorhead, Minnesota.

Mr. Elliott died in May, 1931.

Mrs. Elliott died in June, 1945. (1956)

John H. Elliott - Mary McLean

John H. Elliott was born in Clinton, On​tario in 1852. He married Mary McLean in Goderich, Ontario _ . in 1883. She was born in Gode​rich in 1854. To this union were born five chil​dren: William,

Manley, Maxwell, Wilson, who was a doctor at Park River, North Dakota, and Bessie who married J.G. McKenzie. All four of the sons are deceased.

The family came to Grandin, Dakota Territory in 1887 and he and his brother, Arthur, had a general store until 1895. John then started to farm on land purchased from the Grandin Farms. Mary McLean

Elliott passed away in 1893 and he died in 1925 leav​ing the farm to his son, Ernest Manley Elliott. (1956)

Arthur Elliott

Arthur Elliott was born in Clinton, Ontario in 1856, and came to Dakota about 1885. He married Sarah Hanley before coming to Grandin. He and his brother John operated a general store until 1895 when they began farming.

A few years later he worked with William Van Bergen in farm machinery. They had a branch office at Hampden, North Dakota. He was still with the In​ternational Harvester Company when he and his family moved to Edmonton, Alberta in 1907.

Mr. Elliott died in 1929.

There were two children: Mayetta, Mrs. E.A. Freeman, of Downey, California, and Leonard of Toronto, Canada, where he is vice president of the

I.H.C. of Canada. (1956)

Ernest Manley Elliott - Florence Taber

Ernest Manley Elliott, son of John H. Elliott, was born in Grandin April 9th, 1889. He married Florence Taber, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Webster) Taber. The elder Taber was an early day lumber dealer in Grandin. Four children were born: John T. of Grandin; Donald M., deceased; McLean of Lompac, California, who retired from the Army Air Force with the rank of Brigadeer General; and Elizabeth, who is Mrs. Robert Abbot, resides in Los Cruces, New Mexico.

Manley Elliott died in 1945 and Florence at the

age of 94 is living in Hillsboro. (1956 and updated 1980)

John T. Elliott - Evelyn Darling

John T. Elliott, son of Manley and grandson of, John H. Elliott, married Evelyn H. Darling in 1936. She is the daughter of Albert E. and Evelyn (Kelly) Darling. Her father managed the Farmers Grain Company in Grandin, coming here from Fortuna in 1922. Both parents are deceased.

John and Evelyn have five children: JoAnn, Mrs. C. Wayne Radebaugh, of Grandin; Donna Jean, Mrs. Allen Anderson, of Lake Park, Minnesota; John M. died in 1954; Janice Kay who married Steven Vinje and resides in Corpus Cristi, Texas; and James W. who married Donna Jean Zimney and have three sons John Joseph, Darin James and Jason William.

Franklin. Pierce Emery

Margaret Ann Nash

Franklin Pierce Emery was born in Pennsylvania on July 18, 1854. He moved with his family to a farm near Northwood, Iowa.

As a young man he went to Grand Forks, North Dakota, and bought grain in an elevator located on the Red River twenty miles south of that settlement.

In 1887 he married Margaret Ann Nash and came to Grandin. They made their home there until 1912 when they moved to Drummond, Montana, to engage in grain and lumber business.

They both passed away in 1927, and are survived by their daughter, Elisabeth Emery, now residing in Temple City, California. (1956)
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Thomas Falconer - Barbara McKenzie

Thomas Fal​coner was born in Ross Shire, Scotland in 1886.

In 1907 he sail​ed for America, settling in Rockford, Ill​inois. He mar​ried Barbara McKenzie in

1909 and returned to Scotland where they lived until 1913.

They came back to Rockford and on March 10, 1914 moved to Argusville, North Dakota, where they farmed until coming to Grandin in 1925.

They farmed three miles west and one mile north of town and later bought the farm two miles south of town.

Mr. and Mrs. Falconer are the parents of three children: Janet, Mrs. William McSparron; William

and Gordon. (1956)

James Ferguson - Hattie Totman

James Ferguson was born in Pennsylvania January 10, 1851. He mar​ried Hattie Tot​man in 1875. They came to Larimore, North Dakota in 1884

as members of a seventeen car immigrant wagon train. They homesteaded there and kept the farm un​til 1889 when they moved to Grandin where Mr. Ferguson began his grain buying business. He operated this business for twenty-seven years, after which they moved to Fargo and made their home with their daughter, Mrs. Anderson.

Mr. Ferguson passed away in 1935, Mrs. Fer​guson passed away in 1938.

Their children were Otto Lynn, Mrs. E.C. Ander​son, and Morris, all deceased. (1956)

Otto L. Ferguson - Marguerite Weisbecker

Marguerite L.
Ferguson was
born in Ilion,
New York, Feb​
ruary 25, 1873;
youngest of six
children of
Philip and Mary
Weisbecker. She
came to Grandin
with her parents
in 1881 after having lived at Moorhead, Minnesota,
and Buxton, North Dakota, for short periods of time.
Mr. and Mrs. Weisbecker established a hotel in Gran​
din, and a wing or addition that was built on to the
hotel in later years still stands on the old hotel site.

Mrs. Ferguson was married to Otto L. Ferguson January 15, 1902, and to this union was born one son, Lynn Ferguson. After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson moved up on a claim near Souris, North Dakota, and were away from Grandin for one year. Then they returned to Grandin and Mr. Ferguson was in the retail store business until he retired in 1941.

Mr. Ferguson passed away on May 22, 1950. Mrs.

Ferguson is also deceased. (1956 updated 1980)

Dr. Fisher - Sara Euge

Dr. Fisher was born in Ontario, Canada in 1860. He taught school at Quincy in 1880. He was graduated from a Cana​dian Veterinary College and came to Grandin in 1893, where he practiced and also established a drug store.

He married Sara Euge in 1893.

To this union were born

three children: Ralph D., Mrs. W.S. Laren, and Ruth Fisher.

Dr. Fisher moved to Hillsboro and died in 1940.

(1956)

Jesse Flatt

Jesse Flatt was born in England in 1832, and came to Ontario, Canada as a young man. In 1875 he came to Moorhead, Minnesota, and his family came a year later, after which they homesteaded on a farm near Gardner, North Dakota, now owned by Gus Woitzel.

Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Flatt were parents of a large family, but of these Joseph was the only son who liv​ed here all his life. (1956)

Joseph Flatt - Rachel Davis

Joseph Flatt - Martha Woitzel

Joseph Flatt was married twice, first to Rachel Davis with whom he had four sons. She died in 1900. He married Martha Woitzel in 1913 and had two chil​dren, Herbert and Violet who is Mrs. Merlyn Grage, Violet left the Grandin community in 1947 and mov​ed to Hillsboro.

Herbert Flatt - Stella Pasch

Herbert married Stella Pasch of Sabin, Minnesota, on June 2, 1946, and continued to reside in section 16
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of Kinyon Township until 1955. From 1942 to 1946 Herb served in the army in the second World War. He was in Saipan and at Pearl Harbor..

There were six children in the Herb Flatt family, namely, Mrs. Jerry (Linda) Whenhoeffer, who resides in Itaska, Illinois, John, who married Lynn Davis and lives in Minneapolis, Mrs. Leon (Renae) Darnell of Detroit Lakes and James who lives at home. One son died in 1951.

The Herb Flatt family now make their home in Detroit Lakes.

Charles Fleischer - Ernstine Bohnsack

Charles Fleis​cher was born in Germany in 1845, settling at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, with his par​ents. Later they moved to Redwood Falls, Minnesota and later to Austin, Minnesota.

He rnarried Ernstine Bohnsack April 8, 1858. To this union were born seven children: three boys and four girls: Molly, Mrs. William Barret; Anna, Mrs. Henry Miller; Clara, Mrs. Joseph McNielly, Charles, William and George.

Tillie and George are still on the homestead.

Mr. Fleischer entered the army in 1863, served two years. In 1878 he filed a homestead and tree claim six miles west, two miles north of Grandin where he moved the family in the spring of 1879.

They came by covered wagon from Austin, May 15. Mr. Fleischer stayed on the homestead for four years when he went to Montana and staked a gold claim in Helena and stayed on until he passed away February 3, 1911.

Mrs. Fleischer passed away August, 1926. (1956)

William C. Follendorf

William C. Follendorf was born in Cambria, New York, in 1875.

He came to Grandin in the late 1880's, did farm work, and was mail carrier on Route 2 out of Grandin. He died July 14, 1944, in New York. (1956)

James Ford - Evelena Farrant

James Ford was born in Elm River on December 9, 1892, and lived on a farm at Elm River as a young man. He joined the arm​ed forces in June, 1918. Mr. Ford mar​ried Evelena

Farrant in 1920 and moved to Grandin in 1921 where

they lived until 1942. They then moved to Hillsboro.

To them were born two children: Evelena (Conner), Hillsboro; and a son, James Jerry, died in World War

II in 1944. (1956)

George Foster'- Daisy McVay

George Foster was born at Dono​van, Illinois, on May 3, 1880. He married Daisy McVay April 6, 1901. They farm​ed for a few years in Illinois, then in Iowa and Mis​souri, and in 1916 they moved to Grandin, North

Dakota, where they farmed what is known as the Brown farm, two miles from Grandin. Later he left the farm to become manager of St. Anthony and Dakota Elevator Company. Now he is retired and liv​ing at Donovan.

Five children were born to them: Clyde, Francis, Roger, Herbert, and Nellie. (1956)

Francis Foster - Lucille Hunter

Francis Foster was born on March 1, 1903, in Donovan, Il​linois. He lived in Iowa and Missouri be​fore coming to Grandin with his parents in 1916. He mar​

ried Lucille

Hunter on De​

cember 31, 1928. To this union four children were born: Donald of Palmdale, California, who has worked for more than twenty years for the North American Air Craft Company. He has two children, a boy and a girl, both in California. Myrna married Richard Harr​ington and lives in the Hendrum-Halstad area, where they farm. They have two boys, one farming with his father and one boy in the U.S. Air Navy Service. A daughter, Joan Henderson lives in Victorville, Cali​fornia, and has three children, two boys and a girl,, all living in California. Gene is living on the farm his great-grandfather homesteaded in 1900. He has three boys, one in college in Grand Forks and two going to Cass Valley North school. Francis passed away in May of 1967 with a heart condition. Three years ago Lucille sold her home in Grandin and moved to Mesa, Arizona, returning every summer to the Grandin area.

Gene Foster - Margaret Flaskerud

Gene Foster was born September 20, 1932, at Grandin, North Dakota, the son of Francis and Lucille Foster. He served in the army, graduated from college at North Dakota State University and
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has farmed the family farm at Grandin since graduating.

In 1961 he married Margaret Flaskerud, daughter of Edwin and Selma Flaskerud of Fosston, Min​nesota. Three children were born to them: Brian in 1962, Mark in 1963 and Darrin in 1968. Brian is now a freshman at the University of North Dakota at Grand Forks. Mark is a senior in high school and Dar​rin is in the seventh grade at Cass Valley North.

William James Fulton - Jane M. Johnson

William James Fulton was born in Belfast, Ireland on February 5, 1857. He came to America in 1879 and settled in North Dakota. He married Jane M. Johnson on December 21, 1887. Miss Johnson was born in Ontario, Canada on November 2, 1865. She came to Quincy, North Dakota, with her family in the fall of 1878.

To this union were born two daughters: Charlotte Mae, and Ida, Mrs. Leslie Coleman, who now resides in Los Angeles, California.

Mr. and Mrs. Fulton made their home in Grandin, where Mr. Fulton ran a livery stable, and later farmed east of Grandin. They moved to Western North Dakota in 1906 and in 1911 they moved to California.

Mr. Fulton passed away on October 20, 1917, at Grangeville, California, and Mrs. Fulton passed away on July 26, 1941, at Los Angeles, California. (1956)

Christopher Gallop - Margaret Mathews

Christopher Columbus Gallup was born at Dan​ville, Quebec in 1856. He married Margaret Mathews of Brockville, Ontario in 1882. They took up farming two miles south of Grandin. Five children were born to them: Walter, who died in 1927; Roy, Edmonton, Alberta; Frank, Longview, Alberta; Herb, Bindloss, Alberta; and Ima, Mrs. A. Yule, Medicine Hat, Alber​ta.

In 1903 they moved to Medicine Hat, Alberta, in which district they engaged in ranching for many years. At Medicine Hat another son, Ralph, was born. He is at present residing in Omaha, Nebraska.

Chris Gallup retired in 1936 and died in 1944, hav​ing been predeceased by his wife in 1941. (1956)

John Garrett - Nona Andrews

John Garrett was born in Preston, On​tario in 1859. He came to Grandin when he was twenty years old. He married Nona Andrews of Fargo in 1885. Mr. and Mrs.

Garrett farmed until 1898 when they came to Gran​din and Mr. Garrett went into construction work un​til 1935. He passed away in 1937.

They had four sons and one daughter: Hallie of Grandin, Floyd of Halstad, Minnesota, and Harold of Hunter, who are deceased, Jack who resides in Fargo,

and Edith, Mrs. A.N. Clark, who lives at Beechy, Saskatchewan.

Hallie Garrett - Rollina Sather

Hallie Garrett was born on a farm west of Gran​din, now the Arnold Radebaugh farm.

In 1898 he moved to Grandin with his parents and three brothers and sisters. He went into the Army in 1918 for eighteen months.

In November 1920, he married Rollina Sather of Halstad, Minnesota. They farmed two miles north of Grandin and also at Mayville for a time, coming back to Grandin in 1925 and Mr. Garrett worked for R.F. Gunkelman and Sons.

To this union three children were born: Betty, married Robert Parkhouse and lives in Fargo; Patsy, Mrs. Duane Hestbeck lives in West Fargo and Bar​bara, Mrs. Donald Graalum, lives in Grandin.

Hallie died on March 8, 1974 and Rollina died on

August 9, 1975. (1956 updated 1980)

David Geddes Agnes Thom

David G. Geddes was born in Ontario, Canada in 1857 and worked as a carpenter in Winnipeg until he came to Grandin in 1881. He homesteaded near Thompson, North Dakota, and in 1889 he moved to Grandin where he farmed two miles south of town un​til 1915.

He married Agnes Thom December 23, 1883. To this union were born seven children: Alfred, Jack, David, Myrtle, Mrs. Frank Boles; Isabel, Mrs. Walter Gallup; Hazel, Mrs. Paul Athey; Annie, Mrs. Ben Lisbakken.

Mrs. Geddes died in 1913.

In November, 1915, Mr. Geddes married Mrs. Ethel Jennings Berry. To this union was born one son, Donald Jennings. They moved to Greshaw, Oregon, later to Portland.

Mr. Geddes died December 31, 1943.

Mrs. Geddes died in 1954. (1956)

Arlen C. Gifford - Nora Ackerman

Arlen C. Gif​ford was born on October 15, 1884, in Lewis, Iowa. He mar​ried Nora Ack​erman on Oc​tober 7, 1908. They purchas​ed a farm near Lewis, Iowa, which they farmed until

1921, when they came to a farm near Kelso. They liv​ed there for twenty-four years.

In 1944, they purchased the Albert Elliott farm and Thomas Elliott house in the Village of Grandin.

They have two sons: Harvey A., who resides at Sun City, Arizona, and Mearl, who owns a farm near Gardner.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Gifford are deceased. (Updated

from 1956)

97

Mearl H. and Evelyn B. Gifford

Mearl H. Gifford was born in Lewis, Iowa, and came to North Dakota with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Gif​ford. He attended school in Kelso and Hillsboro, and graduated from North Dakota State University. Upon graduation he was employed as an engineer with The Elliott Com​pany in Penn​sylvania. In 1947 the family returned to North Dakota, and purchased a farm between

Gardner and Grandin. In 1957, his wife was killed in an auto accident. In 1959 he married Evelyn Sorum Silver.

Evelyn B. was born at Hillsboro. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. Elvin Sorum of Amenia, North Dakota. Before her marriage to Mearl she was employed by Cass County Farm Bureau as Office Manager and served as an agent for Nodak Mutual Insurance Com​pany.

There are four children: Arlene, Dixie Lee and Robert Gifford and William Silver. Arlene is an Ac​countant for the City of San Jose, California; Dixie Lee is self-employed in Insurance and Accounting, Houston, Texas; Robert is employed by Steiger Trac​tor, Inc., as Manager of the Computer Systems, Fargo. William is a salesman with Pat McGrath of Fargo. There are ten grandchildren.

Ralph Gisvold - Lila Kraby

Ralph Gisvold was the son of John and Anna (Groven) Gisvold and first came to Grandin in 1928. He was employed as a mechanic at Alvin Peterson's garage. He married Lila Kraby, whose parents were Ole and Lena (Davidson) Kraby, old time residents of Grandin.

Lila's father came from Norway as a, young man and worked in Hillsboro at a livery stable. He many times drove the doctors on.calls they made in the country. After two years he returned to Norway and brought back a bride. They continued to live in Hillsboro for a few years then moved to Grandin when Lila was two years old. He then worked on the railroad.

Ralph married Lila at Moorhead on September 14, 1928, and to this couple five children were born. Robert, in 1929, who married Beulah Depugh on July 3, 1954, and has four children: John Robert born on October 20, 1955; Rhonda Jo born on December 30, 1956; Douglas Ralph born on July 21, 1961, and Jean born on .August 9, 1964. Vernon, born in 1930 is not married; Kenneth, born in 1931, married to Susan and has no children. Donna Marie, born January 22, 1939,

married Charles Nelson and has two sons: David Charles, born August 21, 1959; Randy Wayne, born February 13, 1961; Jolene Kaye, born August 25, 1963, and Jonelle Marie, born June 13, 1967. Bonnita Rae born November 2, 1942, married Gary Jacobson on January 26, 1960, and has three children: LuAnne Kay born March 28, 1961, Lynette Renee born May 4, 1964, and Bruce Gary born July 8, 1968.

Lila cooked for many years at restaurants in Fargo and Moorhead. She retired in 1976.

Larry Goldade - Frances Thomas

Larry was born August 15, 1946, in Selz, North Dakota, at the home of his parents Joseph and Magdalena (Vetter) Goldade. Frances was born November 28, 1947, at Harvey, North Dakota. She is the daughter of Mike and Julia (Burghart) Thomas, who had resided at Manfred before moving to Harvey.

Larry and Frances were married on November 14, 1966, at St. Augustines Church in Fessenden.

There are two children: Tammy who was born at Harvey on July 2, 1968, and Lonnie, born at Drayton, North Dakota, on July 24, 1970.

The Goldades moved to Grandin in 1970, where Larry is employed at Grandin Manufacturing and Frances is employed at Agway, Inc.

Larry was a member of the National Guard, is a member of the American Legion and also serves on the city council.

The family are members of St. Williams Church in Argusville.
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Peter Golliet - Elizabeth Annie Logan Peter Golliet was born on a farm near Rushford, Min​nesota, March 13, 1868. In July 1879 he came with his folks in a cover​

ed wagon to

Dakota Terri​

tory where his

fill l
t

oca e d

o s a

claim, and filed on a homestead N1/z Section 22, Kin​yon Township. They then returned to Minnesota for the winter, coming back to the Gardner-Grandin com​munity in April, 1880. He worked on farms in that area until 1890, when he bought the Peter Wiser farm NW1/4 Section 6 Wiser Township.

He married Elizabeth Annie Logan, June 24, 1896. To this union were born nine children, three boys and six girls: Homer P. Golliet, Casselton, North Dakota; Bly A. Golliet, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Gleyn A. Golliet, Chicago, Illinois; Naomi, Mrs. C.E. Akason, Hillboro, North Dakota; Ruth, Mrs. A.J. Abraham, Portland, Oregon; Dorothea, Mrs. T.F. Reid, Halstad, Minnesota; Geraldine, Mrs. Harold Klokstad, Souris, North Dakota; Winnifred, Mrs. A. Hulett, Minot, North Dakota; Hollis, Mrs. D.C. Haney, Portland, Oregon.

In 1902 they bought the John Williams farm, NE 1/4 Section Wiser Township and lived there until 1918 when they sold their farm. They rented farms near Halstad, Minnesota, for two years. Then they bought the LR Ranch near Beach in Golden Valley County in 1918 and moved out there in 1920. They disposed 'of the ranch in 1935 and returned to the original homestead N1/4 Section 22 where they farmed for two years, then moved into Gardner where Mrs. Golliet passed away in May of 1939. Since the death of Mrs. Golliet, Mr. Golliet is spending his time with

his children. (1956)

Duncan Gordon - Bella Holmes

Mr. Duncan Gordon arrived in Grandin in 1902, coming here at the age of 22, from Durnish, Kyle of Locklash, Roshire, Scot​land.

He worked as a blacksmith for Robert Miller until 1904 then he purchased a blacksmith shop in Gard​ner

In 1909 he mar​ried
Bella

Holmes in Fargo. Mrs. Gordon was born in Dun​

diven, County Derry, Ireland on June 28, 1886. She moved to Glasgow, Scotland at the age of four years, and came to Hunter in January 1909.

In 1916 they returned to Grandin, purchasing the Johnston blacksmith shop.

Mr. Gordon died August 31, 1924.

There are six children: Mrs. Florence Koehn, Grove City, Minnesota; Robert Gordon, Pasadena, California; Mrs. Doris Olds, Arcadia, California; John Gordon, Grandin, North Dakota; Donald Gordon, Long Beach, California; and Duncan Gordon, Ar​cadia, California; Mrs. Gordon died in 1959.

Mr. Gordon was a well known scotch bagpiper, playing the pipes in many surrounding communities.

(1956 updated 1980)

John Gordon - Alice Stenjhem

John Gordon, the son of Bella and Duncan Gordon was born in Grandin on November 24, 1918. He has lived his entire life in Grandin except for three years in the United States Army. He was a member of an engineer corps and served for nineteen months on the island of Amchetka in the Aleutian chain. He is a rural mail carrier and does carpenter work.

His father, Duncan Gordon, died in August of 1924 as the result of a threshing machine unloading accident. His mother, Bella Gordon, moved to Cali​fornia in 1942 and died at her home there in 1959.

John married Alice Stenjhem on July 15, 1944. Alice is a native of Davenport, North Dakota, and a graduate of Moorhead State. She began her teaching career in Grandin in September of 1942. There are two children, Jo Nelle and John Duncan. Jo Nelle is employed at the T.N.I. clinic in Fargo and resides in West Fargo.. John D. is part owner of Dakota Natural Foods, processors of Dakota Kid Sunflower seeds, and has his home in Fargo.

The Gordon's have two grandchildren, Stacy and James Pearson.

John Gordon is a lifetime member of the Presbyte​rian Church of Grandin with Alice becoming a mem​ber after their marriage.
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Dr. H.J. Gowenlock

Dr. H.J. Gow​enlock settled in Gardner in 1904. He was considered by Grandin as their family doctor. He left our community in 1946 to go to Jamestown hospital as a resident doc​

tor. (1956)

Ole Graalum

Burton Graalum - Helen Knutson

Ole Graalum came to the Grandin vicinity from Warren, North Dakota, in 1930. He settled on the farm that Burton now farms. Burton Graalum was born at Warren, North Dakota, in 1916 and came to Grandin with his father. His mother passed away within a few months after he was born. Ole Graalum lived to a ripe old age and died in August of 1980.

Burton married Helen Knutson, daughter of Sigurd and Inga (Sokness) Knutson of West Fargo in November of 1939. They are the parents of three children: Robert of Fargo; Mrs. Stan (Anita) Trana, Fargo, and Donald of Grandin. There are six grand​children.

Donald Graalum - Barbara Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Graalum live in Grandin. Don is the son of Burton and Helen (Knutson) Graalum, born on April 12, 1944. Don graduated from Grandin High school in 1963. On November 14, 1964, Don married Barbara Garrett, daughter of Hallie and Rollina (Sather) Garrett.

The Graalums lived in Fargo for ten years follow​ing their marriage, where Don worked for Branick Manufacturing. They returned to Grandin and live in the Hallie Garrett house. Don works for the city of Fargo.

Two children were born to this union. A son, Jamison Brooks was born on December 21, 1971, and Darin Matthew was born on February 22, 1975.

George Grage - Minnie Holtorf

George Grage came to the United States from Germany when he was a very young man. He mar​ried Minnie Holtorf in Ne​braska in 1894. They moved to the Grandin vi​cinity in 1918.

There were ten children in the family, all deceased but two, Louis, Earl, William, Mrs. Vernon (Lillian) Flatt, Mrs. Marvin (Bernice) Howard. Three died before the family came to North Dakota. Harry resides at Hunter, North Dakota, and Lois, Mrs. Francis Schechinger, resides in Fargo. (1956 and updated

1980)

Louis Grage - Grace Schutt

Louis Grage, son of George and Minnie Grage, was born in Nebraska in 1894. As a young man he moved to Iowa and came to North Dakota in 1918. He served with the 88th division in the First World War.

Mrs. Grace Schutt Grage came to North Dakota in 1919. She was the daughter of Charles and Doris Schutt and was born in Iowa in 1900. They were mar​ried in 1922 and moved to the present Grage farm in 1925. There are three children: Verna, who married Richard Brockway and resides in New Brighton, Min​nesota; Jacqueline who is Mrs. Douglas Bankston and lives in Conroe, Texas, and Loren who resides on the home farm. Mr. and Mrs. Grage are both deceas​

ed. (1956 updated 1980)

Loren Grage - Jane Raan

Loren was born and raised at Grandin and is farming his parents farm. He served in the air force during the Kor​ean War. Jane Raan Grage was born and raised at Page, North Dakota. She and Loren were married in October of 1973, and have three daugh​ters, Grace Janell, Doris Ann, and Brid​get Jane.
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