PRINTED IN U.S.A.

"Profiles of the Past"

1912 -1987 

DIAMOND JUBILEE
JULY 3, 4 & 5, 1987

SBURV

WRITTEN IN OBSERVANCE OF PILLSBURY'S 75TH DIAMOND JUBILEE BY THE PILLSBURY BOOK COMMITTEE

LOGO DESIGNED BY BARBARA McBEAIN JACOBS

Copyright Iq $7 Published by the LEY CITY TIMES-RECORD

Our Town

I like to live in Pillsbury

Where the trees meet across the street, Where you wave your hand and say hello To everyone you meet.

I like to stand for a moment Inside Keyes' store

And listen to the friendly gossip Of the folks that live next door. For life is interwoven

With the friends we learn to know, And we hear their joys and Sorrows as we daily come and go So I like to live in Pillsbury.

I care not to roam,

For every house in Pillsbury

Is more than a house--it's home.

Found amoung Clarence keyes' effects. Author unknown.

Symphony of the Soil

The red sun sinks in veils of amethyst

And through the drowsy stillness comes the drone Of distant blowers. Eerily they moan,

Now near, now far, so faint that they exist As meerest threads of sound; yet these persist And mingle with the engine's labored groan.

The bustling of the sieves, that undertone

Of rending sounds, as ruthless concaves twist And tear the sheaves; the giant drive-belt's hiss. These varied rhythms are blended into this Symphony of the soil. The Autumn heat

Is vibrant with its half barbaric beat And yet the blower's eerie moan remains The motive of this music of the plains.

From: Mrs. Eva K. Anglesburg's volume of verses "For Many Moods".

Foreward

The present village of Pillsbury doesn't house many residents. The flourishing business district that numbered over twenty at one time is mostly gone. The school that was a source of pride to al I the residents is but a memory now. Gone, but not forgotten.

It is the hope of the book committee that we might refresh the memories of those who knew Pillsbury in its "heyday" or enlighten those who know it as it is now.

The overwhelming response from residents past and present with contributions of pictures, news clippings and information was so receptive that as information grew, so didthe book. This undertaking was much more than anticipated, but we, the committee, do not regret the work.

One regret we do have is that not much written documentation was available for our use. While not intended, errors in an effort such as this, are inevitable. We hope that readers of this book will understand and, we hope, realize that we are only amateurs.
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Diamond Jubilee Committee

In the Baldwin Arcade, Susan Bellon, Myrtle Willert and Cindy Jess do some of their research work by looking through bound volumes of old "Hope Pioneer" newspapers.

Jenine Lysne

Gaylle Burchill

The Diamond Jubilee Committee members and their divisions were:

Jenine Lysne
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Mayor's Message and Salutatory Letters
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Pillsbury Community Club - P.O. Sox 33

Richard Lee

EDITOR'S NOTE: Richard passed away on January 19, 1987 after a short illness. His gentle ways and generosity, especially of his time, talents and concern for others have left a lasting impression on those who were fortunate to have known him.

Pillsbury's Mayors

19211922-1946 1947-1948 19491952-1955 1956-1958 1958-1966 1966-1968 1968-1976 1976-1980 1980Present

M.G. Pederson, Chairman

(Unknown due to incomplete records for these years.) Lyle C. Hill, Chairman

Lyle C. Hill, Chairman Wesley Wittkop, Chairman - Richard Lee, Chairman Herman Jess, Chairman Richard Lee, President Herman Jess, Mayor Marvin Larson, Mayor Richard Lee

Dear Friends,

Thanks to all the people who gave of their time, talents and donations to make our 75th Diamond Jubilee celebration possible. The coordinating committees and each separate committee did an outstanding job, but without the help of many from outside this community, the celebration could not have been done.

As mayor of Pillsbury, I'm happy to be a part of this undertaking. It's been a real pleasure to be a part of it and I look forward to the summer.

State of North Dakota

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 56505

GEORGE A. SINNER GOVERNOR

(701) 224-2200

Greetings:

I'm delighted to extend congratulations to the citizens and friends of Pillsbury on the occasion of your Diamond Jubilee celebration.

The heritage and traditions you celebrate on this occasion have played an important role in shaping the history and destiny of our state.  You can be proud of Pillsbury's history and of your progress during the past 75 years.

The strength and vitality of our state is due in large part to the strength of our communities and the determined, courageous people who settled them. It is fitting that we take time to honor the efforts and the accomplishments of our pioneer ancestors.

Your heritage of spirit and faith will carry you proudly forward into the next 75 years. The lessons of the past help us as we work to realize the possibilities of the future.

Best wishes for a successful and memorable celebration.

Sincerely,

George A. Sinner Governor

GAS:JSC:tlc

MARK ANDREWS

NORTH DAKOTA PHONE: 202-224-2043

COMMITTEES: APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION (CHAIRMAN)

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY  UNITED STATES SENATE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT. OVERSIGHT. AND INVESTIGATIONS (CHAIRMAN)

BUDGET INDIAN AFFAIRS (CHAIRMAN) REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, DC

STATE OFFICES:

BISMARCK U.S. FEDERAL BUILDING 30 AND ROSSER AVENUE 58501 701-258-4648

FARGO U. S. FEDERAL BUILDING 657 2o AVENUE NORTH 58 102 701-232-8030

TOLL FREE: 1-800-732-5222

GRAND FORKS U.S. FEDERAL BUILDING NORTH 4TH STREET 701-775-8801

MINOT HERITAGE PUCE MAIN STREET 701-852-2510

Greetings Fellow North Dakotans:

I am delighted to be able to send you these greetings in honor of Pillsbury's 75th anniversary. Due to the great contributions of our parents, grandparents and great grandparents, we enjoy towns and communities all across America like Pillsbury.,

When the first lot sites were sold for the townsite in 1910 it was only the beginning. The arrival of the Great Northern in 1912 would help mark Pillsbury's place in history as not just another town, but people's home, a community, and one of the cornerstones with which the foundation of North Dakota, and our nation, is built.

Your families, and the families before you, have planted the roots of American tradition and basic family values that hold our nation together and make it great. I salute all the citizens of Pillsbury on the occasion of your town's 75th birthday.

MARK ANDREWS U.S. Senator

MA/dlw

-4cufe.r .%fafe0 %V afe

WASHINGTON, O. C. 20510

QUENTIN N. BURDICK  May 2, 1986 NORTH DAKOTA

To my good friends in Pillsbury:

I am happy to add my congratulations to that of other North Dakotans on the occasion of your Diamond Jubilee.

"Profiles of the Past" is a fitting slogan for this time of remembering the founders of your lovely community. Seventy-five years is a relatively short period of time in history, but when you reflect on how much progress has occurred in Pillsbury since 1912, you realize how much cause there is to celebrate.

Pillsbury's sense of community and appreciation of ,its roots and heritage are much stronger than that of many older cities and towns in the United States. I am sure you will enjoy a festive gathering of past and present friends of Pillsbury this July as you celebrate your Diamond Jubilee.

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend of remembrance of Pillsbury's past.

Sincerely,

Quentin N. Burdick

N.
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WASHINGTON, D C. 20515

BYRON L.DORGAN NORTH DAKOTA

July 1986

To the Citizens of Pillsbury, North Dakota:

I am pleased to send warm greetings to all those gathered to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Pillsbury, North Dakota.

The spirit which has built and sustained your community reflects the energy which has forged North Dakota into a state of which we are all

proud. As a community held together by fellowship and goodwill, Pillsbury has become "home" to many who love it dearly.

My heartfelt congratulations on this proud, historic occasion and my very best wishes in the years to come!

Sincerel

B#ron L. Dorgan Member of Congress

BLD:lc

PILLSBURY <-

The North Dakota Plains

(The following lyrics were written by Leo Gately, his entry in the North Dakota State Song contest.)

On the plains of North Dakota When Spring time's in the air An' the Sun has melted snow drifts That winter storms left there; This grand old prairie state of ours Of hill and rolling plains

In winter time we hunt the fox With hound and Air-a-plane

When the moon is beaming On a quiet springtime nite, You can hear the wild geese honking About to end their northern flite. The prairie chickens booming, Ducks and pheasants everywhere. That's our grand old prairie State -When spring is in the air.

From the hills of Minnesota to Montana's vast terrain

I will love old North Dakota With its fields of golden grain. When summertime is over

I get my dog and gun

To go hunting on the prairie In the early morning sun.
Autumn sun is setting

It has turned the west to gold.

I take my game and start home Oh what a sunset to behold! The coyote on some distant hill Cries out his lonesome whine in this old North Dakota State In still September-time.

The sun never shone on a country more fair Than this beautiful land, North Dakota; There's life in a kiss of the rarified air That floats o'er the plains of Dakota;

Her sons they are valiant and noble and bright And her beautiful daughters are just about right, And her babies -- God bless 'em -- are clear out of sight, That crop never fails in Dakota.

Your homes are alightwith a halo of love In contented and happy Dakota;

You bask in the smiles of the heavens above, No clouds ever darken Dakota;

Your grain waves its billows of gold in the sun, Your I rish potatotes are equalled by none,

And your pumpkins- someof'em --weigh almost a ton, You can challenge the world in Dakota.

When the burdens of life I am called to lay down, I hope I may die in Dakota,

I never could ask a more glorious crown Than one of the sod of Dakota;

And when the last trump wakes the land and the sea, And the tombs of the earth set their prisoners free, You may all go aloft-- if you like -- but for me,

I'd just like to stay in Dakota.

Written by

Dr. John Davidson, Ohio University Taken from Hope Pioneer, March 35, 1920
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usi  esses /(BOLD, CAPITAL PRINT)
Sl esi

Northeast edge of Pillsbury.
lz a 13
NORTH OF

THIRD AVENUE: METES & BOUNDS:

2 PillsburySchool (Building was torn down.) 3  Pillsbury Hall

4 MUSEUMfor Diamond Jubilee

5 PILLSBURY ELEVATOR BIN SITE

BLOCK 4:

LOTS 5 & 6:

11 BALDWIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BLOCK 7:

LOTS 5 & 6:

Spink's Livery Jefferson Carico Livery 12,13 HISANDHER'S BEAUTY SHOP (Also, a family residence.)

BLOCK 8: LOTS 2-4:

15 PILLSBURY WILDLIFE HALL LOTS 4-12:

16 CLARENCE KEYES' MEMORIAL PARK LOT 9:

Hotel and Billiards

17  Erickson Barber Shop (Building was torn down.) LOT 11

J.T. Smith General Store

Plewe Barber and Confectionary Erickson Barber & Confectionary 18  Johnson Barber& Confectionary (Building destroyed.)
9

BLOCK 9: LOTS 11 & 12:

19 WITTKOP'S GARAGE LOTS 13,14 & 15:

Page Machine and Auto Co. Albert Dakin Implement Moore Brothers

Charles Thompson Garage Lutien's Garage Campbell's Garage

(Building destroyed) 22 BARNES COUNTY PATROL SHED

BLOCK 10: LOTS 5 & 6:

Ca rpenter-Neuman Lumber C. H. Carpenter Lumber

24 PILLSBURY POST OFFICE 25 SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER

EAST OF CITY BLOCKS: METES & BOUNDS:

Pillsbury School Bus Barn 26 WOJCIK'S STORAGE M.A. Dorothy Blacksmith (Building was destroyed.) Residence for many years. Bellon's Bar

28 TOM'S PLACE

Albert Borstad, Blacksmith Charles Borstad, Blacksmith Wittkop Hardware Norman's Hardware

29  Norman's Cafe

BLOCK 11: LOTS 1-3:

Nick Random, Carpenter Wesley W ittkop's Garage 31 ChamplinOilBulk

BLOCK 12: LOT 1:

Murphy Woodward Hardware Pillsbury State Bank

Brown Hardware Campbell's Hardware W ittkop's Garage

McKay Brothers Recreation . Spot's Bar

Van Winkle'sand Price'sTavern 33  Plaistad's Bar

LOT 3:

Benson and Brudevold Hardware Benson Hardware

Minnie'sTee Room Benson Shoe Repair Benson's Light Plant Pressure Washer for Cars (Building destroyed by fire.) Benson Shoe Repair

34  Residence of Alfred and Harold Skude

LOT 7:

North American Creamery Nafus Barber Shop

35  Post Office

(Building moved next to bank building)

BLOCK 13:

LOT 1:

Pillsbury State Bank Saign Beer Parlor Homer's Place Kingston Fairway Abraham Grocery Plaistad's Bar

36  Bellon's Bar

(Building torn down )

LOT 2:

Central Exchange (Building burned) Blanche's Cafe Post Office

37 MUSEUM(School) by Keyes' location LOT 3:

Keyes' Grocery 38 C-R STORE LOT 5:

Security State Bank Ertelt Cafe Simpson Cafe and Central Exchange Ness Cafe

Karlsbraaten Cafe Abaas' City-Club Beer & Cafe Strand's Cafe Christine's Cafe Flatt's Cafe Herk's Cafe Nellie's Cafe Paulson's Cafe Johnson's Cafe

39 WildlifeClub (Building torn down.) LOT 6:

People's Supply Store Pillsbury Co-op Mercantile Alley Bros. Groceries Aarestad's Red Owl

40  Public Dances (Building torn down.) LOT 7:

J & J Tvenstrup Meats William Lutien's Meat Market 41  Henry Lutiens Meat Market (Building torn down.)

LOTS 8-9:

C.O. Smith Coal & Weigh Station Real Estate

Telephone Central Exchange C.O. Smith Fuel Gustafson's Harness Shop Post Office

Bode Creamery & Harness Shop &Shoe Repair

Swick's Cafe 42  Wellington's Cafe

SOUTH OF

RAILROAD AVE.: METES& BOUNDS:

44  Potato Warehouse

45 KOCH ASPHALT OFFICE 46  Loading Dock

47  Great Northern Train Depot (Building moved to

Koch Asphalt Site)

48  Standard Oil Bulk Storage

49  St. Anthony & Dakota Elevator (Moved to Pete Pickarfarm.) Farmer's Elevator

50 PILLSBURY ELEVATOR CO. Coa[Sheds

Mobile Bulk Gas

51 FERTILIZER WAREHOUSE Harrington Bros. Stockyards 52 ANHYDROUS AMMONIA BULK TANK•  -
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The gray print is the plat and locations off past businesses. The black squares are present businesses

and re, 9dences. The black nurribers are past business sites and the block numbers are enclosed in box outlines.

The diagonal printed. area is the _. Claretice Keyes' Memorial Park site.
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NORTH OF

THIRD AVENUE: METES & BOUNDS:

1  Randy and Cindy Jess

BLOCK 2: LOTS 13,15 & 18: 6  Harold and Susan Be] Ion

7  Victoria Kimble(unoccupied)

8  Larry and Carol Kimble

BLOCK 3: LOTS 3 & 6:

9  Orville "Pete" Elston

10  Marvin and JoAnn Larson

BLOCK 7: LOT 5:

12,13 Darrel and Ruth Brudevold (Also a business site.)

BLOCK 8:

LOT 21:

14 KochAshpaltTrailerhomes

BLOCK 9: LOTS 19&20: 20  Wesley and Zel la W ittkop

21  Dennis and Carol McQuire

BLOCK 10: LOT 1:

23  Fran and Tammy Wojcik

EAST OF

CITY BLOCKS:

-METES & BOUNDS: 27  LaMae Lemley 30  EddieandLouie Gately

BLOCK 12: LOT 23:

32  Carey and Rochelle Flatt BLOCK 13:

LOTS 15:

43  Richard Lee (unoccupied)

31

"Profiles of the Past"

A south view of Pillsbury, around the late 1930s.

A north view of Pillsbury's Main Street during the winter of 1913.

18705 ...

Life in North Dakota, and in particular Ellsbury Township, had, by 1910 reached a fever pitch. The country had officially changed from "Indian Country" in Dakota Territory by March 1861. Barnes County, named for Judge Alphonso Barnes, Judge of the First Judicial District of Dakota Territory, was so named on September 5, 1872. The first claim in Barnes County was filed in October of 1873.

Although settlement in the area was slow, mainly confined to the Sheyenne River Valley and the route of the Northern Pacific Railroad line, there were some hardy souls that began to venture outside the inhabited areas in search of good farmland. Several of these brave men headed north and east of Valley City, eventually settling in the area that would become Pillsbury.

What often happened with these settlers is that they would search for suitable land, either by staking a claim for a homestead, tree-claim or preemption. Because of the harsh winter weather, they might then return, East for more temperate weather, returning again to their claims in the spring.

It is believed that George A. Cole, William and Henry Barr (all of Ellsbury Township) and Roderick McKay and Jay Wellwood (Baldwin Township) were among the earliest settlers to make that move north from Valley City. These early pioneers still have descendants living in the area today.

What caused them to venture so far into unknown and uninhabited territory is not known. Whatever the reason, one can credit them for having the fortitude to "stick it out" and pave the way for further settlement in the ensuing years. Progress continued in Dakota Territory. More settlers came, the new railroad route improved communication and supplies for this vast prairie

land, bringing new settlers. The pioneers learned to cope with less than ideal living conditions, hoping to "tame the prairies."

18805 ...

When the territorial capitol was moved from Yankton, Dakota Territory, to Bismarck, Dakota Territory, in 1883 it seemed to cause heightened interest in statehood. A delegation met in Bismarck in 1889 with the purpose of writing a state constitution, and on November 2, 1889, President Harrison granted statehood to North Dakota, the 39th state to join the Union. Jay Wellwood, an early pioneer of Baldwin and later Grand Prairie Township, was one of three delegates from Barnes County to this Constitutional Convention.

The endless prairie began to show settlements. Homes, however crude, dotted the prairie. The population continued to grow. Crops were planted, harvested and shipped to Minneapolis. Land speculators, enticed by glowing reports Apom railroads, lured others to come to North Dii ta. Thus, the immigrants came, many from the European countries, hoping to- find a better life for themselves.

The severe winter weather, coupled with dangerous summer storms and tornadoes, did not dissuade these hardy pioneers from this land. Despite weather, loneliness, drought and distance they persevered, building a state that is proud of its past. The reputation that characterized these pioneers is still prevalent in these modern times.

Eliza Barr, daughter of William Barr who homesteaded in 1881, in her recollections from "Would You Like to Know?" describes life of our early settlers.

Our first house was a shanty. Then Dad and John Westphal built on a twostory addition, which is still part of the present house, the dining room and what

is now the bathroom, but at that time was Mother and Dad's bedroom, until the new addition was built in 1900.

How they put in their crops, and got them harvested, is not known. I seem to remember hearing about oxen and a

walking plow, but nothing about a drill. Mother spoke about a reaper, which was something like a binder (which came later), but the grain had to be gathered and bound into bundles by hand. The women helped in all these operations.

Wells had to be dug. The earliest one I remember was something like a Dutch windmill, in the area between the two

barns, now covered with trees. My brothers told of a well in our barn. Water had to be brought up in wooden buckets. Good water was hard to find, most of it being alkaline and not good for drinking, but the cattle and horses drank it. Later a well was dug on the hill south of our house,, which was good. Some years later a windmill was put up and a pipe-line dug to the barn where a tank was installed. Later still the tank was put upstairs in the barn and a pipe run to the house, so we had "running water" by gravity and did not have to carry heavy buckets of water down the hill by hand. Before this, when the new house was built, a cistern to catch the rainwater from the roof was built and a hand pump used. This gave us ample water for washing and bathing. In the winter, there was always a barrel in the kitchen where snow was melted, and this was used when the cistern went dry. This was a chore and whose turn it was to bring in the tubs of snow. There was a mason, whom we called "Old Man Grey" who built the cisterns, and walled up our cellar with rocks. He used to entertain us children with nursery rhymes; which we had never heard before. Indians were seen occasionally, but never a threat of danger.

1900S ...

POPULATION INCREASES

The area surrounding Pillsbury was fast becoming populated. Norwegians, Germans, Irish, Danes and others settled the area, usually building their farms  in areas where the people spoke the same language. By 1900 the population of Ellsbury Township was over 3000. With this increase came a need for churches, schools and a place to market the crops. Many rural schools were established, always one-room buildings that accommodated large groups of children from grades one through eight. Ellsbury, Baldwin and Minnie Lake townships each had three such schools located at strategic spots for the large families. (See Ellsbury Township history)

Circuit rider preachers offered the first church to the early settlers, often holding services in homes. Rev. James H. Baldwin, a Presbyterian circuit riding preacher from Tower City, N.D., held

services in the Sowden School in the Goose Lake area of Baldwin Township as early as 1888. He was 74 years of age at the time he began coming to this area and considered the Baldwin Church "The Child of My Old Age." To the south, in Minnie Lake Township, a Scandinavian Methodist church was built in 1904. It later became the Minnie Lake Lutheran Church and was rebuilt alongside Highway 32 after the original building burned.

PRAIRIE FIRES

Prairie fires often posed a threat to the settlers as was evident in this account from Miss Barr:

Mother told of the prairie fires. A firebreak (plowed furrows) was a necessity around all the buildings, but sometimes these seemed inadequate, and once a fire to the south came racing along almost up to the road. Mother and others fought this fire with sacks and shovels. Once Auntie walked across the prairie for the mail and to get some kerosene (about six miles) and coming back had to jump two prairie fires

Mr. Roy Smith, in his book "Lamp, Wick and Chimney," also refers to the prairie fires.

Then there were the prairie fires. I can dimly remember father, his brother George and other neighbors being out most of the night fighting a prairie fire. I can recall too, that I was scolded for going a half mile or so to see where the fire had been. It was pointed out to me how the fire might be smoldering and breakout behind me ...

RAILROAD POSSIBILITY RUMORED

The nearest towns to the Pillsbury area were Hope to the northeast, Page to the southeast; Colgate to the east and Valley City to the south. Trips to these towns were infrequent, not only because they involved many hours of travel, but also because existing "roads" left much to be desired. Ronald Burchill, a local farmer, recalls his mother and Aunt Jane making a trip to Page, in horse and buggy, for supplies.

They would have to load the supplies onto the seat beside them to keep them dry, when going through a swampy area, as the water would be up over the bottom of the buggy. Likewise, taking loads of grain to market posed many problems. No wonder that news of a possible railroad line being built close to home was met with much anticipation.

Rumor that a new railroad line would be built in the area was, at first, just that- rumor! From early news items in the Hope Pioneer, the exact route the new line would take was not known. Many possible routes were mentioned, perhaps to increase the value of land - most often not to the farmer's advantage. Obviously many of those who invested in land, thinking to resell to the railroad, were greatly dissappointed when the actual route bypassed their land.

1910 - Teens ...

By 1910, however, the route had been chosen and included the land that later became the town of Pillsbury. The preliminary and location surveys of the line then known as the Minot-Southeast Line, extending from Surrey to Ayr, were made in 1906 and 1907. In 1910, however, preliminary and location surveys were run to extend this MinotSoutheast Line into Fargo from a point near the station of Luverne, North Dakota. The line became known as the Fargo-Surrey Cut-off. This branch later became the route of some of Great Northern's crack trains such as the mail train and the Empire Builder.

Clearing, grubbing and grading were started in 1910, and in June, 1910, actual tracklaying was commenced at the Surrey end of this line, and 17.6 miles of track was laid before work was suspended in August 1910, because of financial conditions. Construction, however, was resumed in June 1911 and carried on continuously until the line was completed. The line was laid with 90 lb. rail, and was opened for traffic on September 18, 1912.

A. Guthrie and Company were the general contractors in charge of construction. Besides saving mileage, another reason given in 1912 for this I ine was that it would relieve the congestion on the main line between Grand Forks and Minot.

The progress on this much awaited track was interesting news to the area residents. They eagerly waited for news that would bring a new town, one that was much closer for supplies and especially for shipping grain. Many accounts were written in the Hope Pioneer that informed its

readers of the track's progress. One such article appeared in a November 1911 edition:

The steel crew is making rapid progress on the new railroad. They have already reached the "Great Star City

of Luverne" which brings smiles for many miles.

And later, from the same paper:

Mrs. A. K. Algeo gave a farewell dinner for the civil engineers, among whom were Messrs. Alberg, Tillotson and Peterson.

From this account, it might be safe to assume that the crew, after spending many months surveying and preparing the route, became good friends with the area residents.

Other workers who lived in the area and worked on the crew were:

CREW

Mr. Dickson  Contractor

Mr. Wesh  Boss of the RR Camp Nels Gordon  Blacksmith AlbertSwanson Cook

Peter Delats  Dumpman

Hans Holm  Minister

PROGRESS CONTINUES

Progress! First settlement by a few, then over 3000 residents lived in the area. This progress increased with the coming of the railroad and with the railroad, came another plus for the area - a new town! It was the plan of the railroad company to build a town about every seven miles along its track.

A. Murphy Louis Paterson Ray Emery Charles Nelson Tom Dickinson John Thompson Eugene Jenkenson
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Pillsbury was developed by the Luverne Land Co., much the same as other towns built along this track. C.O. Smith an area farmer, was the townsite owner before he sold to the railroad. The first owner of the land had been Geo. H. Pillsbury, who bought it in 1881. In turn, it was owned by Julia Pillsbury, Francis Rockett (1899), John Douglas (1899), C.O. Smith (1901), James D. Brown (1901), Edith Greenwood (1905), James Brown (1910), C.O. Smith (1910), George Cole (1910), Public, C.O. Smith (1910) and the Great Northern Railway Co. (1910). Many land investors were from the New York area and knew the railroad was planning a new route, therefore they bought and sold land quite frequently.

The village of Pillsbury was surveyed by T. Milton Fowble,whowashired bythe Luverne Land Co. E.C. Olsgard, president of the land company, and witnesses T.D. Baldwin and Harry M. Case signed the document that named the village Pillsbury, and gave the land to the public for its use, on June 27, 1910. The document was filed in Nelson County, N.D.

Many explanations have been offered through the years for the naming of Pillsbury, the most popular being that it was named by C.O. Smith and other first residents for Alfred F. Pillsbury, an official of the Pillsbury-Washburn Milling Co. This seems to be the most logical explanation, however, exact documentation of this was not available. Whatever the reason, Pillsbury now officially exists, if only on paper, as building in the new town did not take place until the following year. Lots were sold at public auction in July 19'10.

The Pillsbury State Bank building, a wooden structure, became the first business to open in the new town. The building itself was moved in from Algeo, N.D. (Baldwin Township) and placed on Main Street. By July 1911 it was open for business and served not only as a bank for the promising community but also as a land agent office for those interested in buying property to start a business or build a home.

The year 1911 became a building year for Pillsbury. The bank was open, Fred Keyes had

come from Page and supervised the building of a grocery store, a livery and an elevator were also under construction. One can only wonder what activity went on at this time. From a plot of farmland a town is born!

Progress continued through the year and by the spring of 1912 most of the businesses that were only building shells in 19"11 were opened. The owners and their families most often lived in the back of their buildings. L.B. Smilth, the new postmaster, was the first to have a home built. Although few in number, this handful of people made up the small, but growing population of Pillsbury.

These founding fathers, in their anticipation, seized the opportunity of achieving a new and better life for themselves and their families. In similar fashion these opportunities were offered to others who might see a chance to better themselves. Many businessmen from Page seized this opportunity, many establishing businesses and hiring someone to manage them. Further expansion of the village was welcome and encouraged as is evident in these reports from a 1912 edition, again from the Hope Pioneer.

This fine weather will start things booming in Pillsbury. If you want to get in on the ground floor you will want to come and get your building site at once. They are on sale at the Pillsbury State Bank.

And from another report:

Who said that Pillsbury isn't booming. They can't put up buildings fast enough. They are moving things in overland, even from Valley City. There have been several inquiries regarding building sites and business openings in Pillsbury this week. Don't wait any longer or it will be too late. The fact that the railroad company is building a station here and the elevator is under construction to say nothing of the other business places already here ought to convince some of the people in this vicinity that Pillsbury is going to be one of the thriving towns of th is terr itory. i

Farmers loaded grain directly on the railroad cars in 1911 until the elevator was completed.

By the end of the year Benson and Brudevold Hardware and a blacksmith shop had opened for business, as well as the railroad depot. Other new businesses included a telephone exchange, C.O. Smith Coal Co., Security State Bank, Murphy Woodward and the U.S. Post Office. 1912 was indeed the birth year for Pillsbury.

As business grew, so did the population. Homes were built to accommodate the new families, with Nick Random, a carpenter from Page, N.D., doing

most of the construction. But with this growth came problems - basically good problems. The need for a school to educate the many young people was evident. Consolidation was being urged by the County Superintendent of Schools, so by August b, 19'12 all the schools in Ellsbury Township (there were three: see school section) became part of Ellsbury District# 90. Construction began for a new consolidated school in 1913 which then opened in February of 1914.

These personalized manure spreaders line up in front of Brudevold and Benson's and the Murphy Woodward buildings. The wagons came from Litchfield, Minnesota. Some of the names on the wagons are Nels Olson, Ole Stemhagen, Oscar Olson and John Jackobson.

Pillsbury's Main Street around the late 'Peens. As compared to the previous street picture on page 13, the bank has moved to a new brick building and that other buildings have been built.

Pillsbury School under construction in 1913.

By this time the population of Pillsbury was 100 people. The progression of the town continued and along with the businesses prospering, the community was enjoying a feeling of comradery. Talk of building a new church in town was discussed, as services were held in the basement of the Pillsbury State Bank. Evidently the idea was dismissed in favor of moving the Baldwin Presbyterian Church into town. This was accomplished by 1913. This not only strengthened the spiritual needs, but also brought the farm area into town each Sunday. Basket socials, baseball games and roller skating were now events being organized whenever possible.

Men and women alike had their organizations to attend. By 1913 a Pillsbury Farmers Club was organized and boasted a membership of 200.

Pillsbury, N. D.

LIVESTOCK

First Spdag-Calf. (beef breed) ............$5.00 Sptinaalf (dairy breed) ........... 6.00 (any breed(.............. 6.00 b (any breed) ............ 5.00

POULTRY

First White Rocks .......................$1.00 Barred Rocks ...................... 1.00 Buff Orpingtom .................... 1.00 Wyandottea ........................ 1.00 Rhode Island Redo .... ............ .. 1.00 Leghorns .. .................. 1.00 Golden Wyandottes ................. 1.00 Ducks .............................. 1.00 Gems ..............:............... 1.00 Turkeys (arty breed) ................ Loo First

BAKING

White Bread .......................$1.00 Graham Bread ..................... 1.00 Cinnamon Rolls ..................... 1.00 Cake ............................... 1.00 Coolies ............................ : 1.00

CANNING

First Vegtabks ..........................$1.00 Fruit ............................... 1.00 Meat ............................... 1.00 Pickles ............................. 1.00 Jellies .............................. 1.00

GRAIN-1 PECK EACH First Red Durum ........................$1.00 Amber Durum ...................... 1.00 Hard Spring ........................ 1.00 Flax ............................... 1.00 Barley ............................. 1.00 Data ................................. 1.00

POTATOES

First

Early Ohloa  ........................ $1.00 Other Early ....................... 1.00 Cobblers ............................ 1.00 Other White ........................ 1.00 Rtmets ............................. 1.00

Second 82.50 2.60 250 250

Second $ .60 .50 .60 .60 .50 .50 50 60 1.00 Second

5 .50 .50 .50 50 .50

Second 5 50 511 50 50 so

Second $ .50 50 5n 50 50 50

Second $ .50 50 50 .50 .50

Sixth Annual

SATURDAY. NOV. 3rd

PREMIUM LIST

CORN

The Pillsbury Elevator Co. Offers Special Prizes On The Following Varieties Of Corn

Best 10 Ears

First Second

N. W. Dent ........................$5.00  $2.50

Minnesota 13 ....................... 5.00  2.50

White Flint ........................ 5.00  2.50

l:ehu Flint ......................... 6.00  2.60 Regular Priaes-Best 10 Ears

Firs' Searnd

N. W. Dent .........  . ............$1.00  $ .s0

Minnesota 13 ....................... 1.00  .60

Other Yellow Dent .................. 1.00  .50

Rustlers White ..................... 1.00  50

Other White Dent ................... 1.00  .60

Dakota White Flint ................. 1.00  .50

Other White Flint .................. 1.00  50

Gehu Flint ......................... 1.00  .50

Mixed Dent ........................ 1.00  50

Popcorn ............................ 1.00  50 Sweet Corn ......................... 1.00  .50 GRASS SEED

First Second

Alfalfa .............................$1.00  $ .50

Sweet Clover ....................... 1.00  50 Timothy  ....  .. 1.00  56 VEGETABLES

First Second

Cabbage (3 heads) .................. 1.00  .60

Onions (6) ......................... 1.00  50

Beets (6)............................ 1.00  50

Carrots (1 peck) .................... 1.00  50

Parsnips (1 peck) ................... 1.00  50

Rutabagas (1 peck) ................. 1.00  50

Pumpkins .......................... 1.00  50 Squash ............................. 1.00  50 DAIRYING

First Second Butter (1 pound or over)  ............ $2.00  $1.00 FANCY WORScarfs ...................................... 51.00 Pillow Tope ................................. $1.00 Pillow Cases  $1.00 Luncheon Set.............................. .........................'...... $1.00 JUNIOR CORN AND POULTRY JUDGING Contest (Under 17)

First Second $3.00 $150 PARTY BRINGING LARGEST FAMILY 100lb. Sack of Flour (Donated by Fred Keyes)

President of this club was L.B. Smith; John Smith served as Vice President and Roy Smith was Secretary-Treasurer. They met every two weeks, having different speakers coming in to give inspiring talks. A popular club for the women at this time was the Royal Neighbors. The school also served to promote community involvement, with an active PTA. The town also supported a "fair" which included area schools, where youngsters could exhibit various garden crops or their animals.

While changes were happening in Pillsbury during the 'teens, vastly different changes were happening in the world. The Germans were advancing in Europe and the United States was forced into joining World War I. Many of the local young men were called to help in this crusade and this had an emotional effect on the community. Some of those unable to serve where appointed as a "Three-Minute Man," someone who gave short patriotic pep talks at theaters, public meetings and churches. Mr. Fred Keyes was one such "Three-Minute Man," as well as Roy Smith.

By 1918, even though the world was in turmoil, Pillsbury was still progressing. The population was now at 150, electricity was in use - supplied by Jake Benson, and the telephone had become quite a necessity. Silent movies were a major source of entertainment. People would file into the hall west of the school and pay 10 cents to see their favorite actor or actress. The business district now boasted two grocery stores, two elevators, a harness shop (a must when farming was done entirely with horses), a hardware store, fuel delivery, a barber shop, post office, repair shop, two implement shops, a hotel' and a restaurant.

DINNER SERVED

A poster advertising the 6th Annual Community Fair of Pillsbury sometime between 1913-1920.

LADIES AID AT MOON

1920s ...

Because Pillsbury was so successful, the townspeople applied to the Board of County Commissioners to petition for the incorporation of the village of Pillsbury. This application was dated July 5, 1919. To fulfill conditions for incorporation the town had to be re-surveyed and a census taken.

Fred Keyes took the census. After these conditions were met the survey map and census had to be left at a convenient location so any person having an interest in the application could be notified. This had to be displayed for forty days. On September 2, 1919 the County Commission met again and Pillsbury was incorporated on October 26, 1920.

BARNES COUNTY ,' N. D.

.4 petition for the organization of ToaHrs)wp  .  .  ._....... ..~-_., to be organized under._t1w name of signed by

and others, legal voters residirig within the boundaries described in said petitwn, constituting twenty-fva per cent. of the legal voters of said district, having been presented to the Board of Conunissioners of B¢rvtes County, State of North Dakota, in the manner prescribed bylaw, ,aid

-

Board thereupon fixgd and. determined the boundaries of said township as follows: 7L.k~ _7l AC.~_7
7.

-

..G ,~'--ate-_

'  .

and further determined and declared the name of said

Teiu+esT -to-be .  <Lv....r?•tiJyc

(as requested by said Petition) [thus petitioners having failed to select a rmmo t~.]

was selected as the place for holding the first Tovmshup meotircg, and_  of waa duly appointed as the day on WTuch said nneeling should

l1., D. 191.  .,  be leZd.  Due notice prescribing Uae

`  bane and place was legally issued and posted by the Sheriff as preserihxd.by lava_-. _  _..__

In tutimony whereof we have hereunto set our hand;  of-_

20.

Attest:
Petition for organization of the Village of Pillsbury on September 2, 1919.
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LIST OF OFFICERS ELECTED AT FIRST TOWNSHIP MEETING.
..._?'ren.mrer.

..___ rl aauor.

Lures  rar,m u lJnww'e t.b.aty,

Jvalicu allhe Peace.

fh><rreerr.

At the first regular town meeting an election of officers was held and the following elected:

Clerk Treasurer Assessor Justice Constable

The population by this time had expanded to 200. New businesses had been added to those already existing. Borstad Hardware, ! utiens Meat Market and a veterinarian now completed the list of businesses.

In 1922 A.J. Drayton was the leader of a 24piece band. This band became quite famous in the area and appeared in full uniform whenever their services were requested, which was quite frequently. They played at the Steele County Fair at Finley, N.D., and, for three years played at the State Fair in Fargo, N.D. They were also known for their 4th of July bashes at the Wennerstrom farm (now owned by Howard Svenningsen) south of town. The Hope Pioneer reported on June 18, 1923:

'Pillsbury Will Hold Celebration on the 4th'

"The Pillsbury boosters arrived in Hope yesterday afternoon with their band and spent a pleasant hour here. They are ad
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Bargains -and Entertainment for All ° : :PILLSBURY, N. DAK. SATURDAY, JUNE 28th 1924

Fred Keyes  ' danLAL OCMMOOa

1 `.w r ,•.x....................$1.00 u .. x..r ._............. 1........ $1.00 u r c.r uv...................... $1.00

1 rr.P.-amr..........:...$1.00 _.................$1.00

William Lutjbns o-r b• .w. mroe a nave uio anso axAn Ia0111DeehtYadRAleM

rr.aad.A.....n oou.Ax ruacaas ox eow x eAr

J. W. Stack leRu cow-tar AND rep,

For a good meal go to

D O C'S on Saturday, DollarDay

Fraok Campbell GARAGFAVN II-G

Marvel Junior Vulcanize, with 12 extra patehea for $1.00

on DOLLAR DAY

Ball game in afternoon. Atterbury Animal Show in evening. Concert by Pillsbury Band In full uniform at 7:30 In the evening.

$1$1$1: $1$1$1$1$1$1$1$1$1:

Poster of Pillsbury's `Dollar Day' event in 1924.

H.W. Pease J.O. Benson J.W. Huey Jay Smith O.F.Johnson

Benson Hardware Co.

Dollar Day Species

Pieces of Cranlte Were  -

All for  -  •  -  •  •  •  • $1.00

'  NEXT SATURDAY

Standard Oil Co.

arcpAL aN iaLUx oxr o-oux.e.pN.soK.v.eon:

A discount of $1.00 will be given , with every $10.00 purchase

-y-- vAr

Pillsbury Elevator Co. GRAIN, rx[O,xaxG AND N6L

$1.00 per ton off on first

0 tons of coal sold on DOLLAR DAY

Wm. Campbell M.G. Pederson Fred Keyes

Trustees

Pillsbury Cooperative Mercantile Co. .....Al axllcaANGPx „••, r,.„  .00

l a. •p. no•.~.r c.r•...'... ....,'.._ $1 f 1.00 e 1.=e e„„,•..  ...  ..... ...".-$1.00

.,..,.b •.A 1...•  $1.00

M. K. Sorensen re.l aacal'1 xrx xUCRAIIRII

7e.1•IP••b•n N.4 cn •w e.•,..•..... .. . ... . $1.00 x.~ cw ebv•.w n........... SI M I bW• 0. W a W W Rob  .31.00

e a l. cw..........................=1.00 1 , t ie. x•b c.•er.................. $1.00 u_Ibnn.a..7.Wm........... $1.00 W, B. Lutjene

vertising the 4th of July celebration which is to be held at Wennerstrom's Grove. A complete program for the day has been arranged which includes an address by Judge Englert of Valley City, ball games, wrestling, boxing and races. The races include auto, horse and foot and other sports. A tug-of-war will also be one of the attractions and chief-of-police, Oscar Johnson, is lining up a team (of horses) that he figures will be able to pul I Dave's (Wennerstrom) team all over the farm.

The Pillsbury Marching Band playing in 1923 at a 4th of July picnic at the Nels Olson farm in Minnie Lake Township.

Apparently these picnics were held annually as is evident from Miss Barr's recollections:

"We enjoyed the 4th of July picnics held in various groves. There were always oranges and homemade ice cream. At that time there were only a few farmers who put up ice (in straw), so ice cream was a treat. Then sometimes our families would go to the Sheyenne River (about ten miles west) for picnics and chokecherry picking.

Due to a slight depression the bank in Pillsbury closed from 1924-1926. It was re-opened in 1926 under the presidency of M.G. Pederson. The rest of the Twenties showed continued prosperity for its residents until the crash of the stock market in 1929. The Great Depression took its tol I on the town as well as the farming area. Not only had the economy collapsed, but the farming was undergoing a severe drought. The crops that were not destroyed by lack of rain or grasshoppers had to survive a fungus-like rust.

MAKE IT A HOLIDAY

M..

cxAxl4Re Pills

GA-cr. a AIIN xerAlex6
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All this, plus the farmers had received as little as 32 cents for a bushel of wheat in 1932 and less than a dollar per bushel for the remaining '30s. Many farms were foreclosed on and auctions became quite an ugly site as farmers protested by not presenting bids. Many of today's older farmers have expressed the similarities between the '30s and 180s.

A description of the Depression times is given, again by Miss Barr:

"The Dirty Thirties. The great economic depression of the 1930s affected everyone, but the farmers were hit by drought year

after year, and when there was a prospect of a crop, rust (a spore disease) took the crops. Those were hard years. Sometimes there wasn't enough grass for the cattle to feed on, let alone put up hay, so all that many cattle had to eat were the thistles, which seemed the only thing that grew. Feed loans were granted by the government, but these had to be paid back before the farmers had sufficient funds to repay them. Homes were mortgaged and many lost. Cream and eggs had to pay the grocery bills. In spite of all this hardship, many managed to pull through and when about 1942, good crops came, there was a great uplift and things began to boom during the war years.

1940s ...

With the population of farms becoming smaller and the lack of money in the community, businesses were forced to close. The census of Pillsbury in 1930 was 260 and by 1940 it had dropped to 161, a loss of 99 people. With the repeal of prohibition however, the prospect of a new business, the I iquor store was there.

Economic hardships often bring people closer together and Pillsbury was no different than other towns in this respect. More community functions took place at this time. People got together for barn dances and church socials. The school also held a very important position. PTA was a family night. Play Day was not only a school function, but a full community effort. The town merchants worked hard at sponsoring community events and the movies were always well attended.

:t -:1

A view of Pillsbury taken from the overpass looking west in 1936.

The day the snowplow came to Pillsbury during the `Winter of the Blue Snow.' The blue snow was so termed in reference to the deep snow from a storm reported in a local newspaper where the idents dug by hand for several days just to open a portion of a road leading out of Pillsbury.

The Maypole Dance on Main Street around 1927.
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President Roosevelt (FDR), in desperation to provide jobs, started several government programs, among them the WPA. The Pillsbury overpass was the result of one project done locally. A dam built in Archie Olson's pasture was another job done by the CCC.

The pioneer spirit prevailed, however, and Pillsbury did survive the Depression, but now another conflict was arising. World War I I was in the making. Many young men were leaving to defend their country and many of the area people moved to the cities for higher paying jobs and to help the war effort.

These coal sheds stored the many tons of coal needed to heat homes and businesses.

Fear was always a factor in the lives of families who had loved ones abroad. Area men fought at Pearl Harbor along side Generals Eisenhower and Patton. There were injuries and casualties among our families. In February of 1944 the Lemley family received word that Lieutenant Samuel Lemley had been reported missing in action. It was later learned that he was a POW in a German prison camp. In 1945 two area families received word that their sons, Clarence and Stanley, sons of Carl Workmans' and George, son of Peter Nielsons' had been killed in action. Even the small community surrounding Pillsbury had made sacrifices so that the world might be free.

Despite the feeling of doom as a result of the war, one bit of excitement did lift the spirits of the community. In August of 1944 President F.D. Roosevelt passed through town aboard a special train en route to Washington, D.C., having come home from the West Coast. No doubt many people

A wheat-marketing ration card presented to Edward H. Abraham during the war years.

These railroad cars hauling many Army trucks rolled through Pillsbury during WW II.

anticipated getting a glimpse of the president!

The war was nearing an end. The area people had done their best for their country also. War bonds had been bought, sacrifices of fuel, food, automobiles and equipment had been made and now the war was ending. Life could now resume to some type of normalcy. Crops were good, prices were good, and people were again spending money. By 1948 Ottertail Power Company was installing electricity in abundance. Running water no longer meant running for the water. Bathrooms and modern kitchens were being installed. Women now could freeze their meat, and garden products thus reducing the amount of canning and preserving. The men too, saw-their work load reduced: Electricity and improvements in farm equipment no longer made it necessary to spend weeks and weeks at planting and harvesting. Farming was becoming more mechanized. Tractors were being used almost completely, although some still kept horses. The large threshing crews were no longer needed as combines were beginning to take much of the burden off manual labor. Miss Barr's account of the coming of electricity is shared here:

"When we got electricity, how everything changed! I remember the excitement when we first turned on the lights with our 32-volt powerplant! Not long afterwards, we were able to persuade the Rural Electrification Association (REA) to bring their power lines into our area, and there was great rejoicing."
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Other ration cards and stamps presented to Edward Abraham in a cardboard wallet holder.

Bell Telephone was at this same time, being installed in the rural area. Modernization was all around, but 1948 was also a year of tragedy for the town. On October 4, a very windy day, a gas stove exploded in the back of Benson's Shoe Repair next to Plaistad's Bar. An account of the blaze was reported in the Valley City Times-Record. (See copy of newspaper clipping on following page.)

Because the day was so windy there was fear of a prairie fire so about a dozen men with tractors and plows were ready to dig the grass under if need be. School was dismissed and older students and adults continued to fight the blaze. Finally it was extinguished, but not before much damage was done. Benson's and Plaistad's buildings were both total losses. They did remain in business however.

PI-aistads moved their liquor store across the street into the former bank building and Jake Benson reopened his business in a smaller bulding that had survived the fire.

1950s ...

Pillsbury entered the Fifties with a population of only 119. Another national conflict was surfacing -the Korean Conflict. Once again area men were called to serve their country. On June 19, 1952 the Times-Record reported:

"Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lee of Pillsbury received word Tuesday that their son, Glen, who is in the Armed Forces in Korea was severely wounded recently in action. No details available."

LA* "

H

If S  DIM AND I EARLE  , f EXPi

RA7I

iFICA7IOR OR CER7IFIC

ATE OF WAR RECESSIiy pUpIHER (¢ ANY)

is

MUST er x~r wlr

1H-37784-1  n THIS F06D AT

TIME

24.

$18,000 Fire Damage At Pillsbury,

street were broke, and the part I and fanned by a strong wind, again damaged by the intense 'heat. The burst into flame.  `

loss to the Benson building and  The VC fire fighters arrived tco

stock is estimated at $4,000, none of  late to save the two corner bbuildings which was covered by insurance. but devoted their work . to others The liquor store building and stack nearby, especially the Wittkep stainsurance loss came . to $13,50 on Lion and garage north and across The Valley t;ity fire;, department which the brothers carried $$,000. the streqt from the liquor store.

received a call for - assistance at A'e $400 loss to Kee was covered by  This was thz second out-of-town

1,11:30 a. m. from the Barnes county insurance.  - run almost within a week for the nn, 30 miles northeast of here, 1

a  . A gas stove, explosion•in,the back valley  department, having annd ~ was at the scene of the fire at

12:00.  .I of the Benson building is believed swered ,Cat ',. any appeal for help from to have started the fire. ~t was fgst Spiritwood a week ago .Sunday. Destroyed were the liquor store extinquished but apparently the',

Damage amounting to approximately $18,000 was pausSd when a fire fanned by a high south ..wind, destroyed two buildings and damaged a ' third at Pillsbury early Monday ' afternoon.

1 operated by awo brothers, Lyle and I blaze continued between the walls, Glenn Plaisted, and J.. O. Benson's'

Shoe store. Plate glass windows the Kee grocery store across the'

A copy of the news account of the fire in the the Times-Record.

A view of the north part of Pillsbury taken in 1954.

Fortunately this was not a long war and soon life was again back to normal. Then followed years of carefree time; Saturday nights in town, Wednesday night movies. Pillsbury's baseball team, under the management of Frank McKay had joined in the Griggs-Steele baseball league and this pastime offered entertainment for both the players and fans alike. Gayle Livingston, a teacher, had started a Boy Scout troop.

The school continued to be a gathering place for everyone. The community worked_ together to build a new Wildlife building in 1954 which became the center of :school and community activities. Elvis was just becoming the teen-age idol nationwide and locally, Danceland, located about seven miles west along the shore of Lake Ashtabula, offered recreation for all ages, with rollerskating, dances, bumper cars, boating and fishing. The communities of Minnie Lake and Baldwin townships now had children attending school in Pillsbury, further increasing the school enrollment.

The Sixties arrived and Pillsbury's population had further declined. With a population now of only 76, the town offered only basic services of groceries, gas, cafe and elevator. The school enrollment also declined and by the later Sixties talk of closing the school had begun. And again, the controversial Vietnam War had taken our young men to foreign soils. An article from the Northwestern Bell magazine, printed in May 1965 is reprinted hereon the following pages.

1960s ...

A buried train just east of the overpass during the famous three-day blizzard March 2-5, 1966. Twenty-five (25) feet of snow fell in 70 hours.

GG  IME WAS," said the old main, T "when things got a little wild uptown on Saturday nights." 'Uptown' in Pillsbury, N. D. is a block from Bill Wittkop's house. Life along the dusty street is centered only in a post office, grocery, bar, hardware store, filling station and four grain elevators. The bar was once one of the town's two state banks.

"There were over 65 buildings at one time," said Bill, who gave up the hardware store some years ago when his health played out. "On Saturday nights, the merchants put on free movies, and folks came from miles around to see 'em; spent plenty of money in the shops and bars, too." The town started going down, Bill believes, when better transportation began hurting the railroad and horses.

The ghost that haunts many prairie towns has a foot in Pillsbury's door, but a population of 76 quietly holds its ground. The population was over 300 in the '20s when Pillsbury, named by the Great Northern Railway, was an important stop on a long stretch of track between Minot and Fargo. Better roads and vehicles, drouth, depression, farm consolidations and two wars sent the small towns reeling, and Pillsbury was barely able to survive.

In 1948, a fire wiped out all but a few of the remaining businesses, including the Automatic Telephone Company. At Pillsbury's request, Northwestern Bell installed a community dial office, and the town became the smallest served by our Company. Cliff Speral, manager at nearby Hope, (pop. 300), looks after Pillsbury telephone service with Combinationman Warren Cole. Speral has other CDOs at Page and Erie, grew up in the area, knows most of the people. "You hear a lot of different reasons for the town's slipping," says Cliff, "and they usually seem to be close to home. Bill Wittkop, for example, had a dray line when bad times hit; that could influence his pointing to better transportation."

Keyes Store will celebrate its 53rd anniversary the end of this month, and owner Clarence Keyes says survival hasn't been easy. "Especially since World War II started the town on the backslide. People had lots staked out for homes and businesses, left for the armed services and war plant jobs, and never came back. Many of them defaulted on loans, and the government sold a lot of buildings, many of them for lumber. I bought

Our smallest town

Most know Minneapolis is the largest town served by NWB.

Here's.the smallest's main street, and 51 of its 76 residents.

one house myself for $750-a house that would have been cheap at $1,500." Keyes has been able to survive because "nobody wants to drive 70 miles to Fargo or 30 to Valley City or even eight to Luverne for a loaf of bread. The grocery store is the last thing to go in a small town like this, but too much credit is starting to hurt them. When my father died in 1940 and I took over the store, I checked his books and found $22,000 in notes owed him; a lot of the people had died before him."

Despite a tough "credit" sign on his wall and an outward gruffness, Keyes still carries bills until the end of the month, is well-liked by everyone in town, wouldn't trade the quiet small-town life for any other. "A lot of people wonder how we keep from

- going nuts in a town as small - and broken-down as this. I work, mow the lawn, read, watch TV, bowl (at nearby Hope) and go to a movie (Valley City) once a year. Isn't that about what you do in the big town?"

And Pillsbury people don't always stay in town for their entertainment. Neither do folks in Hope, Page, Erie or other towns in the area. A weekly dance in Arthur, N. D., for example, draws people from many towns. "These towns," said a Hope native, "are almost the equivalent of different sections in one big town. We all have friends in other towns; the only difference is that more people in one town know more in another."

Some "big town" people may do more, some less than Clarence Keyes, but few could argue with the whitethatched grocer that Pillsbury's grain elevators are big business. A steady stream of trucks-farmers bringing grain for sale, buyers' rigs hauling it oi,t---keeps the cash register of the 1',lisl.ury Farmers Elevator Company ringing. In the heart of the world's best Durham Wheat Country, the Pillsbury elevators also store and sell seed, fertilizer and other products that farmers will always buy. The elevators, too, are about the only reason for the trains to stop any more.

Waiting his turn to run a battered truck under the elevator spouts, farmer Ben Tuenge observed that "I always wait a good 45, minutes to get in. It's always been that way. This is a mighty busy place." - -

But for the most part, people who live in Pillsbury like it because it's not busy. "It's quiet," says Postmistress Ella Graven, a widow whose husband farmed two miles east of town. "I suppose some people stay in a town this small because if they moved, they'd move to a big town, and they've never known that kind of life. Most of the younger folks leave, and I suppose that will eventually mean the end of the town."

Depot agent Dale Larson isn't old -although he's got 18 years' service with the Great Northern-and he moved to Pillsbury from Oregon. "I don't feel that I'm a hick," says Dale,
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CONTINUED

"and I don't think anybody would call my many friends here hicks. You might be surprised at some educated Pillsbury opinions on Viet Nam, and you might hear some sophisticated jokes here, too."

A thing called "civic responsibility" is not lacking in Pillsbury. Most of the citizens feel that everything possible was done to save the town: Said one: "People ask Lis why we let buildings be sold and torn down for lumber, why we let other things happen that caused the town to run down. The town just didn't have the money at the right tiniY!s. Pillsbury was more dependent on the railroad than most of the towns around here that are thriving now; there was little we could do when the railroad no longer found it profitable to stop here. More farmers used to patronize the elevator, then buy food and supplies. Drouth, depression and this machine age finished off a lot of them: now a few farmers own big pieces of land."

The town has managed to keep its consolidated school (83 enrolled from the surrounding territory), but there's talk of it being merged into a larger school district. "Some feel," said NWB Manager Speral, "that this would be the end of the town, and the people are trying real hard to keep that school; it's one of the few reasons for staying in Pillsbury."

There's talk, too, about a more pleasant possibility: A cement company recently made test borings to determine the amount and location of limestone in the area. "It could be," said Cliff Speral, "that something may come of this."

But for now, the only big business in Pillsbury, N. D. is grain.

By TOM LEE

As reported, the_faces, jobs and pastimes are like those in other towns, large and small. Pictured from the copied article are (photos left to right, top to bottom); farmers waiting in the grain elevator office; Cliff Speral making a stop at the Community Dial Office; farmer Ben Tuenge waiting to get into the grain elevator; pioneer Bill Wittkop studying a move for checkers; NWB combinationman Warren Cole checking the Pillsbury CDO (background building); postmistress Ella Graven; Dale Larson at the depot, once an important stop on the Great Northern track between Fargo and Minot; and grocer Clarence Keyes.
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1970s ...

By the time the Seventies had arrived many changes had taken place in Pillsbury. Now the population only totaled 50. Main Street could only boast Keyes' Store, Bellon's Bar, Wittkop Garage, Pillsbury Elevator and Norman's Cafe providing the area with basic necessities. The closing of the school in 1974 was a sad time for the community because, with the closing, a certain amount of spirit and pride was gone. With students traveling to neighboring schools in Hope, Luverne, Oriska and Page the community no longer had a reason to come together for activities. Coinciding with the closing of the school an all-school reunion was held in June of 1974. A banquet and dance was held on the 28th in Danceland and a picnic was held on the school grounds on Sunday, the 29th. People were able to tour the school building, glance at their former school rooms and reminisce about the many trophies won, games played, and experiences shared.

This small town of Pillsbury however, has survived. The ingenuity of its people has shone through. Two beauty shops have opened, with one, His 'n Hers Hairstyles, still in business. The Koch Asphalt Plant, built along the south side of the railroad tracks employs several year-round people. The Pillsbury Elevator continues to provide services to the farmers, adding increased storage and anhydrous ammonia to its services offered. The Senior Citizens continues actively- in town and the church provides spiritual leadership.

This garden was built as a memorial to Clarence Keyes, who died in 1985.

The death of Clarence Keyes in 1985 was felt by the residents and those in the trading area. The Keyes family did much for the town and Clarence enjoyed its people. After his death, the park area

The offices of the Koch Ashpalt Company. The building is the former depot.

These bins were erected in the summer of 1985 by Pillsbury Elevator Company. They are located on the north end of Main Street.

These are some of the storage tanks of Koch Asphalt.

south of the Wildlife Hall was dedicated to Clarence's memory and: named the Clarence Keyes Memorial Park. The small garden on the southwest corner of the park designed by Hope native, Teresa - Jacobsen, was dedicated to the memory of Clarence Keyes.

What lies ahead for Pillsbury is not known. The town continues to experience the changes that are prevalent throughout North Dakota. As farms enlarge and populations in the rural areas decline the effects begin to show on these small communities that are so dependent on the farm economy. Pillsbury is no different and no one knows what the future holds. One thing is secure though, whatever happens "down the road" Pillsbury will continue to live on in the lives of its people past and present. No one can take away our memories!!
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Village of Pillsbury, N.D. ORDINANCES

Be it ordained by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pillsbury, Barnes County, North Dakota.

CHAPTER l.

Section  4.  No person shall place or cause to be placed any wagon, cart, carriage or other vehicle upon any crosswalk or sidewalk in said village, so as to obstruct the same nor shall at any time fasten any horse or cows or other animals, in such a way that such horses or other animals, vehicles, reins, lines, or rope shall be an obstacle to the free use of the street, sidewalk or crosswalk under penalty of not less than (1) or more than five (5) dollars for each and every offense. And the person is whose possession or use such animals shall then be, shall be deemed the offender unless he can prove the contrary to the satisfaction of the magistrate before whom he shall be prosecuted.

Section  8.  No person shall in any manner destroy, or injure ornamental or shade trees in any of the streets or public grounds of this village, and no person shall at any time fasten any horse or other animals to any such tree, or any box or protection around the same, without the consent of the owner of such trees under a penalty of not less than Five (5) nor more than Ten (10) dollars for each and every offense.

Section  10.  It shall be lawful not withstanding anything herein to the contrary for any person to place and have in the street in front of his store or building, ice for a period not to exceed forty-eight (48) hours and at no greater distance than ten (10) feet from the sidewalk any fire wood or other like materials.

Section  15.  No person shall be without first having obtained written permission from the Board to move or place for moving any building in or upon or along any street or alley within said village under penalty of not less than Ten (10) nor more than Fifty (50) Dollars.

CHAPTER 2

OF THE PRESERVATION OF GOOD ORDER ON THE STREETS AND PUBLIC GROUNDS

Section  2.  It shall be unlawful for any number of persons to assemble upon any sidewalk, street or alley or public way in the village of Pillsbury which may tend to hinder or impede free travel thereon, or hinder or impede free egress or ingress to and from any place of business, public hall, church or other building and any of the persons assembled who shall refuse or neglect to move away, depart or give free passage after being requested to do so by the Marshall or any other Publ is Official of said village, or by the owner, occupant or manager of any such place of business, hall, or church obstructed as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Section  5.  No person shall be within said village, be upon any sidewalk or public street for the purpose of begging or receiving alms or go about said street from place to place begging alms without written consent of the President.

Section  6.  It shall be unlawful for any person to fire off or discharge any gun, fire arms, fire crackers or fireworks within the platted portion of the incorporated limits of the Village of Pillsbury, except at such times and under such circumstances as the President of said Village shall expressly permit and direct.

Section  7.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to appear upon any public streets, alleys or grounds of said village in an intoxicated condition or any person found in any public in said village in such condition shall upon conviction be punishable as provided in this title.

CHAPTER 2 TITLE 1 To Prohibit The Running at Large of Animals

Section 1.  No owner or keeper of any horses, mules, neat sheep, cattle, goat, swine or geese shall allow the same.to run at large upon any street alley, or ground within the Village of Pillsbury.

TITLE . 2

To License the Keeping_ of Dogs

Section 11. All dogs running at large within the corporate limits of the Village of Pillsbury are hereby declared a public nuisance.

CHAPTER 3

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to stack hay or straw within the corporate limits of the Village of Pillsbury, within one hundred feet (100) of any barn, dwelling or other building, and any person violating this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than One (1) or more than Ten (10) Dollars for each and every offense.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES M.G. Pederson, Pres. Fred Keyes Wm. Campbell H.W. Pease, Clerk

Ordinances for Village of Pillsbury, N.D., dated October 1921.

BUSINESSES

Koch Asphalt Company

Koch Asphalt Company, presently located on both sides of the elevator road on the south side of Pillsbury, originally was erected in the fall of 1974 and spring of 1975.

Then a subsidiary of Asphalt Products Co. of Stevens Point, Wis., the Pillsbury Asphalt Terminal produced asphaltic road oils for highway maintenance to state, county and municipal agencies along with highway construction firms. The original terminal crew involved with the construction and operation were: Jim Kirchner, Manager Pete Elston, Charlie McCullough, Dave Ihry, all of Pillsbury; and AI Larsen, Bud Bourn, Gerry Reinke, Jim Gladowski and Eric Berens of Stevens Point, Wis.

In 1976 and 1977 business- grew, leading to terminal changes and additions, such as addition of a storage tank, "Big Bertha" (26 feet x 28 feet); which overpowered the present tanks. The new tankwas hauled in one piece from Carrington.

On May 10, 1978, the Asphalt Plant had a major fire that destroyed the manufacturing facility and office, leaving only the storage tanks. The owners decided to rebuild on the original site and the Burlington Northern depot across the tracks, was moved by the storage tanks and remodeled to serve as and office and laboratory.

In the spring of 1979, the terminal was sold to Koch Asphalt, a subsidiary of Koch Industries, Wichita, Kansas. This led to more changes, including some remodeling, and adding of a truck scale, storage tanks and a rail handling facility.

In 1980 Joe Gasperswas named plant manager.

30.

In the following year, Koch Industries brought their company-owned trucking firms to Pillsbury to transport products under "Matador Services" which is managed by Jim Metzger.

Upon the continued growth and prospering of business, Koch Asphalt became the fourth largest asphalt emulsion producing facility in the United States by 1983.

Today, Koch Asphalt Company, Pillsbury, N.D., is one of the top producing emulsion plants in the Koch Asphalt Company nationwide network of terminals. They are the primary supplier of blended road oils for highway construction and maintenance in North Dakota, South Dakota and portions of western Minnesota.

Present day ('87) plant crew consists of: Mike Burgess, plant manager; Connie Ihry, secretary; sales: Pete Elston, Larry Kimble, Jim Vasfaret, Jerry Jacobsen, Dave Robertson, Bob Huschka and Matador Service: Dan McCullough and six drivers.

Auctioneer Services

Kenneth Burchill was the auctioneer for the Pillsbury area for many years.

He was also a local farmer.

Kimbles Backhoe Service

Larry Kimble operates

one of his backhoe units.

1.. 1.  ,  ,  ~. , , ..  .  I

Larry and Carol Kimble began Kimble's Backhoe Service in Pillsbury in 1970, relocating from California where they began their business in 1965.

Their service consists of digging sewer lines, basements and water lines.

Koch Asphalt Storage Tanks.

Pillsbury State Bank

Pillsbury's first business, the State Bank of Pillsbury opened to the public on June 12, 1911 under Frank Erid.

Originally, the wooden bank building was the State Bank of Algeo, N.D., with a capital of $10,000 as listed with the Department of Banking and Financial Institutions in Bismarck.

A.K. Algeo, along with shareholders D.N. Tellman, J.N. Ruhl, James McIntyre, F.W. Larson, E.E. Ellis and Bert Winter had started the Algeo bank on June 4, 1910. Besides building this bank, Mr. Algeo also constructed a post office in his home, which was later moved and established in Ellsbury Township on Dec. 20, 1880 and used as their post office (where the Ed Levin farm is now.) with Wallace E. Humphrey as postmaster. It was discontinuedon Dec. 15, 1900.

There never was a town of Algeo as far as the records state, but there might have been a small store at that location. Mail was sent from there to Hope in 1909 and it was also a voting place for that part of the county.

After relocation of the bank, the bank was renamed State Bank of Pillsbury on July 2, 1910. Shareholders as of June 20, 1911 were J.D. Brown, M.B. Cassell and F.W. Erid. Its starting capital was $10,000.00. On July 11 of the same year the name was changed to the Pillsbury State Bank, with J.D. Brown as president, H. P. -Rice as cashier and H.J. Hunt as assistant cashier.

By 1912 plans were made to build a new brick building on the corner of Main and First Avenue and the wooden structure was then relocated by J.J. Spink, next to the new bank bulding.

The bankofficers were:

1913  1914 & 1915

M.B. Rice-V. President  J.D. Brown-President H.B.Casseil-Cashier  H.B. Rice-Cashier

M.G. Pederson became cashier of the bank in May of 1916 and also became a shareholder. W.J. Smith was elected president in 1917 with Nels Olson

a new director. By this time Pillsbury State Bank purchased another local bank's assets, that of Pillsbury Security State Bank, which was located on the south side of 'Keyes' Store. (See Security State Bank story.)

In December- of 1921 A.C.'Brown was listed as.. assistant cashier and Henry Northridge and John Jacobson were the new stockholders.

M.G. Pederson became a director of the bank on January 11, 1922. Other directors were W.J. Smith, and John O. Jacobson. New stockholders were H.G. Harrington, Homer Smith was the president and other new directors were: H. E. Smith, G.A. Lemley, J.O. Jacobson, Henry Northridge and H.G. Harrington. Employees at that time were: Neita Schoeppach, Harold Pease, Harry Huseby and Clara (Lemley) Hill.

The bank closed between January 1924 until 1926. A reorganizational meeting was held in July to reopen the bank. It was then reopened on July 29,

1926 with H. Smith as president, and H. Northridge,

The wooden Pillsbury State Bank in 1913 (top right photo) and a line drawing of when it was later built as a brick structure.

A few employees in front of the vault area of the new brick building.

M.G. Pederson during the early banking days in the new brick building.

Reduced copy of a counter check from the Pillsbury State Bank.

GRIGGS COUNTY LIBRARY r.®

G.A. Lemley, and H.G. Harrington as directors. The Pillsbury State Bank continued in business until June 30, 1931 after a certificate which was filed for permission to move its corporate headquarters from Pillsbury to Hope was granted. On July 1, 1931 the bank opened its doors in Hope as the First State Bankof Hope. One of the employees, Clara Hill continued in helping to establish the bank at Hope.

This bank continues in operation today.

After the building was vacated, it became the site of a bar by Mike Saign, Homer Smith, a voting place, a grocery store by Thomas Kingston, Ed Abraham and a bar again by Plaistads, Bellons.

Security State Bank

Security State Bank

The Security State Bank was opened in Pillsbury also, in 1911. It was housed on Main street next to Keyes Store to the south.

The bank's starting capitol was $10,000.00 and had, as its president L.B. Hannah who later became governor of North Dakota. W.J. Moorish was vice president and L.B. Smith was the cashier. These men were also shareholders along with W.J. Larsbaugh.

The Security State Bank continued in operation until October 27, 1916 when it was purchased by the Pillsbury State Bank and later the building housed

a restaurant, telephone office, beer parlor, post office and I iving quarters.

John Murphy of Murphy Woodward Machine Shop and Hardware Store, also opened a bank possibly in a small neighboring building. He called the bank Pillsbury State Bank, but after two months it "expired by virtueof nonusers."

The shareholders were J.J. Murphy, William Burchill and O.A. Pearce.

Barbershops & Hairdressers

Pictured clockwise starting from the top left photo:

an old picture of Willy "Billy" Plewe's Barbershop, Billy Plewe, the Nafus Barbershop and Orrin Johnston.

Mr. O. Hatchett opened the first barber shop in March of 1912. This business was located in the original Pillsbury State Bank building. Mr. Hatchett was also a carpenter, building the Lemley barn and the Ed Levin farm. It is not known if he had a barber shop in another building before this location.

Billy Plewe, an immigrant from Germany who had settled in St. Paul, Minn. came to Pillsbury after some people from Pillsbury convinced him to come and open another barber shop. He did so first in the Benson- Brudevold building and eventually operated in theold J.T. Smith building.

Lester Smith, a long time resident of Pillsbury remembers when his father paid Billy for Lester's haircut. Billy said that it was the first quarter he had made in America and would keep it always.

Billy also had a pool table and confectionary counter, selling candy, gum and pop.-  - After Plewe closed the shop, a bar was opened there under different men: Ernest Erickson (the "tonsorial artist" as so referred to in the Valley City Times-Record, who also operated his barber shop for a short time in the back of the Murphy Woodward building); "Spot" Moug and Mike Saign. The last barber was Orrin Johnston, who also continued offering a confectionary as well as the pool hall. He sold "dipped ice cream" (today's version of an ice cream bar). The building was destroyed.
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His and Hers Hairstyling

Ruth Brudevold opened His and Hers Hairstyles, a one-chair beauty shop, in her home in Pillsbury in January 1984.

Besides her beauty work she also sells alloccasion greeting cards and hair care products.

Kelc's Kountry Kurl

Kelc's Kountry Kurl was opened in the latter 1970s on the H.W. Burchill farm east and north of Pillsbury. Kelcey Flatt Burchill operated this onechair beauty salon. She had an addition built in the early '80s, installing a tanning bed and exercise equipment. In 1986 she took out the equipment and opened a ceramics business. She closed her business in the fall of 1986.

C.O. Coal Company & Weigh Station

An old photo of the coal shed (left structure) and the weigh station (right structure)

Blacksmith Shops

M.A. Dorothy, also known as "Ching", opened a blacksmith shop in town on the lot that is now Tom's Place. He moved this shop from his farm to town.

Lester Smith, a long-time resident of the area, recalls this incident from his youth. He and his father went to Ching's blacksmith shop. Lester saw a barrel of oil with a spigot. It looked like fun, so he turned the spigot and oil ran all over the dirt floor, soaking it. The fun ended however, when Mr. Smith had to pay for the spilled oil.

Another blacksmith, Fred Holler, located a blacksmith shop in the former Dakin Implement building. He built a house onto the shop and resided there with his wife, Alice, and their four children, Ernest, Olive, Leonard and Lawrence.

Holler, known as the "tobacco chewing" blacksmith, could pound out a good plow lay and shoe. He also repaired sewing machines.

In later years, his shop was torn down.

Bulk Fuel & Oil Dealers

C.O. Smith was the first fuel dealer beginning around 1914. Harry Hill peddledthefuel byhorses. Later, Axel Pearson delivered fuel oil gas in a new truck with hard rubber tires and no cab. He sat in the open and traveled at 20 m.p.h. Boards were on the side of the truck to hold 50-gallon drum barrels of axle-grease. At that time there were no grease guns or grease carts. Grease cups that fit into the wheels were filled and installed by turning them on the hub.

Other owners or dealers of Standard Oil or Moboline Bulk Stations include: C.O. Smith, William Snyder, Frank Campbell, Harry Hill, William Wittkop, Axel Pearson, John Kingston, Maurice Kingston, T.J. Kingston, Roger Bossart, Edward Abraham, Pillsbury Elevator, Tom Kingston and Dick Moe.

In 1912, C.O. Smith built a coal shed and a weigh station. A scale was built on the side of the weigh station to weigh coal purchases and grain

brought in by the farmers. The weigh station lasted only a few months, due to the elevator taking over the service.

Smith was also a fuel dealer and he sold real estate.

In 1916, he installed the first tri-state long distance telephone there and five years later, the old weigh station was converted into the post office

under William Snider. Smith continued his coal company, but also added plumbing, heating and fuel services.

Later, his coal distribution service was taken over by Fred Keyes.

Brudevold Construction

Darrel Brudevold moved to Pillsbury from Valley City in 1982, where he had had a construction business. He began to operate his business from his home in Pillsbury, along with his father, Forrest Brudevold.

His father has since retired, but Darrel still hires him from time to time along with Roger Zerface, Randy Jess, Jim Zerface and Harold Zerface.

Nick Random Construction

Nick Random was a carpenter in Pillsbury in the early 1900s and he also built bridges and dug in culverts.

His home and business office (built next to his house) was located south of Wesley Wittkop's second garage site.

Picture of Pillsbury Creamery with wooden fence windbread in background where horses were tied up.

The North American Creamery Co. moved a building here from Oakes, N.D., and had Art Carico manage a creamery for them in the early Thirties. The dray line would pick up the cream at the station and bring it to the railroad depot to be loaded on the train. The cream was then shipped to Moorhead.

Clifford Lee and Christine Olson were two other area people who also managed the cream station.

This creamery was one of five in Pillsbury in 1926. A newspaper report stated that in 1926, 2,500 gallonsof cream were sold in Pillsbury.

Later, this store was: converted into a barbershop; became the residence for Mr. and Mrs. William Schoeppach; was purchased by Ella Graven for a post office and was a cafe operated by Blanche Norman.

Depot

The Depot in Pillsbury was operated for many years under different agents. One long-time agent was Dale Larson, who served 20 years from January 1, 1949 until 1969.

The agents and times of employment were:

DEPOT AGENTS

George Kurtz  May 1, 1913 - May 1, 1915

K.A. Heltand  September 1, 1915 -

J.M. Nickerson  January 1, 1916 - May 1, 1916 George Kurtz  October 1,1916J.M.Nickerson January 1,1917George K urtz  may 1, 1917 - May 1, 1918

C.T. Ganzel  January 1, 1921 - January 1, 1934

W.S. Aamerud  January 1, 1940

A. Byrud  April 1, 1943

W.J. Ostander  January 1, 1945

Dale E. Larson  January 1, 1945 - 1969

Dray Line

A dray line, a team of horses hitched to a wagon to carry freight to and from a train, was operated throughout the years by different individuals.

The first owners were the Johnson Brothers. Following them were William Wittkop and Bud Hill, who both operated the service for many years. Bud Hill would often transfer cream cans from Keyes Store to the train.

Jake Benson's Electricity

Jacob "Jake" Benson supplied electricity to Pillsbury as early as 1918, the first to do so. The two light plants were housed in his hardware building.

It is believed he also was the first to install gas pumps in the front of his building. He also operated a shoe repair store (See Jake's Shoe Repair story).

For two summers he operated a pressurized car wash installed next to his building. It cost fifty cents a wash.

Farmers Elevator

The elevator in 1955 with the old section house.

A meeting on the organization of the Farmers Elevator was held at the Pillsbury State Bank, October 23, 1911 with George A. Lemley elected chairman and H. P. Rice elected secretary.

The elevator was incorporated on November 4, 1911 with the following directors: George A. Lemley, Nels Olson, Homer E. Smith, Andrew Moe, William Barr, John O. Jacobson and H.P. Rice.

On April 25, 1912 a contract was awarded to P. E. Olson for construction of the elevator. Mr. J.C. Miller received one share of stock in payment for his assistance and advice to the letting of the contract. Prior to the construction of the elevator, grain was loaded directly onto railroad cars by hand.

On March 4, 1922, J.C. Miller expressed an
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interest in purchasing the Pillsbury Farmers Elevator, wanting to complete the sale by July, however a fire destroyed the elevator on May 30, 1922.

On August 12, 1922 the name was changed to the Pillsbury Elevator. The newly formed board of directors included J.C. Miller as president, W.J. Smith,  Henry , Northridge,  Sol  Burchill,  Neil McKay, John O: Jacobson and James Kielly. E.C. Smoot was named as manager.

A motion was made to accept the contract of the T.E. Ibberson Co. to rebuild the elevator. W.J. Smith and J.C. Miller signed the contract.

On March 4, 1931 the Pillsbury Elevator Co, bought the Pillsbury Grain Co., originally called the St. Anthony Elevator. This elevator building Was sold to Pete Pickar and moved onto his farm.

Past managers of the elevator were:

Henry Tennison  January 10, 1928

O.H.Johnson  July 1931

Frank McKay  July 29, 1932-1954

Rudy Norman  July 1954-1959

Marvin "Lars" Larson became manager on March 15, 1959 and still continues to serve as manager.

Improvements have been made over the years. Additions added were new driveways in 1973 and 1984, bulk fertilizer in 1974 and an 80,000 bushel bin in 1979 which brought the total capacity of the elevator to 240,000 bushels.

The Maple River Elevator near Hope was leased in 1985 with an additional 130,000 bushels. six new steel bins were erected on the north end of Main Street: during the summer of 1986, further enlarging the company's storage capacity by another 180,000 bushels.

Present employees are Harold "Corky" Bellon, who began work on August 15, 1968. Dennis McGuire began work on March 1, 1980, and JoAnn Larson has been bookkeeper since 1963.

Present directors of the elevator are:

President  Floyd Brudevold

Vice President  LesterAbraham

Secretary  James A. Miller

Directors:  Stanley Kingston, Mel Hill

LesterSmith  Dale Burchill Some former, employees were: Lloyd Smith, Mel Hill, Ole Tuenge, Bob Gierke, David Salander, Don Anderson, Richard Lee, Steve Willert, Ben Willert, John Linerud, Albert Smoot, John

An '82 photo (left) of the elevator grounds and pictured above are long-time managers, Mr. and Mrs. Frank McKay. Mrs. McKay also served

as the bookkeeper.

Eggers, Comer brothers, August Evert, Arthur Beckley, Melford Keyes, Verne Danforth, Ralph Ivins, Grant Innes, Arvid Schoeppach, John Rock, Clyde Keik, Maurice Sowden, Louis Schoeppach, Leo Wi I lert and O. B. Sorenson.

Previous directors were F. W. Abraham, Tom Kingston, Frank Makey and Harry Burchill. Serving as secretaries for the elevator were William Miller, 1939-1949; J.K. "Dewey" Miller, 1949-1975; and James E. Miller, 1975-present.

St. Anthony Elevator

St. Anthony Elevator in 1913.

St. Anthony Elevator was built in 1912. It later was sold to the Pillsbury Elevator Co. with Frank McKay serving as manager.

An observation from Mr. Fred Keyes upon the merger of the two elevators stated, "This is one of the best grain markets in the state. All the best of modern grain cleaning equipment is installed, and they do an excessive oil and coal business." -

Henry Brothers Garage Repair

Henry Bros. Garage  Frank Campbell

The Henry Brothers moved into Pillsbury in the early 1900's opening a garage across from the lumberyard. Besides doing repair work of any
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kind, they also sawed railroad ties to sell as fire wood. Their odd jobs reflect the times, when "Money wasn't easy to come by and people did any business of chance that came along."

Wilhelm Lutiens took over the garage after the Henry Brothers. Frank Campbell, with the help of Frank Cavanaugh, took over after Lutiens.

William Lutjens Garage Repair

William Lutiens opened a garage repair business in the former implement building during the '20s.

Fred Holler also used this same building for a backsmith shop, moved a house in and connected it to the shop. He, his wife, Alice and their four children, Ernest, Olive, Leonard and Lawrence lived in the house.

This "tobacco chewing" blacksmith could pound out a good plow lay and shoe, according to many who remember him. He also repaired sewing machines. This building was eventually torn down.

most had no truck. However, business picked up when Ottertail Power Co. came, and also when the overpass on Highway 32 was built. At this time, traffic from the highway was rerouted through the town, a real boom to the businesses.

During the war years, Wittkop's station was registered as an "Agricultural Repair Shop." Wesley was instructed to give precedence to the repair of farm implements over the repair of automobiles. The war years also brought on a ban of tire sales and the rationing of gasoline. Wittkop's rates were frozen during these years.

When the town was at its peak in business climate and population, Wittkop's Garage was open seven days and seven nights a week. As business tapered off, so did the hours of business.

Some mechanics who worked for Wesley were; Johnny Kingston, Frank Campbell and Paul Gunderson. Wesley is still pumping gas and selling candy. Sophisticated, modern machinery has limited his repair business.

Wittkops still manage the garage and Zella joins Wesley everyday at the shop, which contains all of the same furnishings, except a newer stove.

Wesley Wittkop's Garage

Wesley and Zella Wittkop in front of their shop in the early years.

Present garage of Wittkop's.

Wesley and Zella Wittkop purchased lots in 1935 and built Wittkop's Garage on the corner of Main and First Avenue, moving across the street from their first business, the former site of Random Carpentry. The original structure was 20x30 feet and four years later in 1939, he built on an addition of 24x34feet on the east end.

In the beginning of his business, gasoline sales were very limited, as families had only one car and

Aarestad's Red Owl Grocery Store

Red Owl Grocery Store

The Casper and Caspara Aarestad family moved from Cooperstown, N.D., to Pillsbury in the spring of 1938 to establish a grocery (Red Owl agency) store. It was located on the east side of Main Street, north of the post office, in a building leased for five years from. George and Mel Alley. , The family living quarters were in the rear of the building which. was bordered on the north ,by, a vacant lot.

In addition to a full line of groceries, the store bought cream and eggs from area producers. Casper purchased live beef and pork locally which he butchered. The meat case was always well stocked with a variety of fresh meats. Anchovies, pigs feet and pickled herring were kept in wooden pails or glass jars which stood in front of the meat counter. Flour was sold in bags ranging from 25 to 100 pounds. Vinegar was pumped from a large wooden barrel into the customers' containers. Kerosenewas likewisesold in bulk, afuel for lamps and some kitchen stoves. An electric coffee grinder made fresh ground coffee on order.

The store was open most evenings, but Wed-
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nesday nights were exceptional. With "Free movies" sponsored by the town businesses, shown on a large main street outdoor screen, the surrounding rural families came to town in droves. Businesses on Main Street and in other locations rarely saw the day end until well after midnight. Grocery store customers typically left their shopping lists with the store when they bought in their cream and eggs. Store clerks then had the orders filled and it would be picked up several hours later. Men, women and children attended the show. It was common for people to gather in small groups to exchange the local news either on the street or in the taverns.

Over the years, the family was assisted in the operation of the business by Mrs. K.M. Ellingsen, Russell Barr, Henry Lutjens and others. I n the fall of 1940, Harland and wife, Inger Jorgensen (Luverne) bought the restaurant from Abass which was located north of the store. Mary Flagg worked for Strands during its several years of operation. When the store closed it was used for dances.

Alley Brothers Grocery Store

1950s photo of Alley Bros. Grocery.

Sometime in the early Thirties two brothers, Melvin and George Alley, moved into town and opened up the Alley Brothers Store in the former People's Supply Store building.

Groceries, meat, clothing, hardware, material and trims were sold by the Alleys. Mel usually handled the daily business while George would pick up stock and goodies that always seemed to overflow from his car. Groceries were the only thing that was delivered at that time. People today remember the -_store and_ reported.. that "everything" from prunes to dresses were sold. Olives were sold from a .keg.

I n humor, the business was often referred as a "dark store" because the shades were always pulled and the store was quite dark. As the joke went, people would say, "Ah, they don't want us to see what we are buying."

The next owners were Aarestads who turned the business into the Red Owl Store.

Some of the employees were Mrs. Waldo Witkop, Virginia Moe Richman and Marie Benesch.

Lydia \olting in V red heNes' store.

Fred Keyes on other side of store.

Fred Keyes, oneof Pillsbury's founding fathers moved his family from Page to Pillsbury in 1912. His general store opened for business on May 30, 1912, and to celebrate the occasion, he sponsored Pillsbury's first ball game which was attended by 352 spectators. Afterwards, a dance was held and 100 pounds of peanuts were given away.

Keyes, with a crew of 12 carpenters managed to complete the building in time to open on May 30, but ran into difficulty getting goods shipped in from Page. His store office opened in June and in August, he put hitching posts in front. Fourteen years later, he added on a coal shed.

Fred and his family lived in curtained-off rooms in back for 11/2 years before moving into a local house.

Inside the store, the shelves were well stocked and an assortment of goods was sold. Eggs sold for eight cents a dozen and bread was ten cents a loaf, or two loaves for fifteen cents- at that time wheat was only twenty-six cents a bushel and oats was eight cents a bushel.

The groceries Keyes sold were staples, such as flour, sugar, salt, and coffee. This was because farms were much more self-sufficent. Dry goods consisted of bolts of material sent in twice a year along with spring or fall patterns. The material sold from fifteen to nineteen cents a yard. Shoes sold for $3.00 to $3.98 a pair and a pair of Lee or Oshkosh overalls could be bought for $1.98. The most popular hats were the Stetson which sold for $1.50 each. Gift items and school supplies were also sold, but the most popular items sold were the
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The inside (left photo) of the store in 1956 and Clarence Keyes (pictured above) testing cream in the back room.

individual pickles which were stored in large crocks.

Fred and his son, Clarence, would keep the store open until 1:00 a. m. or until the last customer left.

Fred Keyes ran his business until his death in December of 1940. He is wellremembered for being a strong supporter of the town and Pillbury and was quick to invent a gimmick to bring people to town. He was also a strong supporter of education and even went and spoke out for women's suffrage.

After Fred's death, Mae Keyes, Fred's wife, and Clarence, then continued running the business until 1947. At that time Clarence became the sole owner.

Business continued much the same under Clarence's ownership, as he had worked in the store since eight years of age. He was once quoted as saying, "I've worked here all my life, after school I'd come in to candle eggs and when the cream station was added in 1917, I'd test cream." Cookies were sold in bulk, eggs were candled, coffee was ground by a crank flywheel to the customer's taste, and there were many barrels of pickles and herring where people just dipped their hands in to get the onion rings.

Before harvest, people would come into the store to order sugar, dried apricots, macaroni, coffee beans and flour in 100-pound bags. The flour and sugar sacks were used for strainers, filters in milk separation, dresses, panties, towels and aprons.

In running the business, Clarence followed his father's advice, such as incorporated the time his father bought a large supply of canned tomatoes at

a reduced price. As the story goes, Fred had Clarence hang a big sign advertising "Canned Tomatoes, 6 for $1.00." The tomatoes did not sell well so he put up a sign that said, "5 Cans of Tomatoes, for $1.00 and get one free." The tomatoes were gone in two days!

Some of Clarence's employees were: Marvin Flatt, Bud Hill, Bertha Gunderson, Jeanne (Flatt) Didier, Joe Sparkman, Deloris Burchill, Oscar Nelson and Oscar Peterson.

Over the years changes were made because of the progress of the times. Canned goods and prepared foods were more evident and the dry goods became secondary. Bolts of material and

Clarence celebrating his 73rd birthday and 65th year of business on May 22, 1977.

clothing were no longer sold. In the 1960s, Clarence added a coffee bar which soon became the "hangout" of the area farmers and asphalt plant workers. Because running water was not added, Clarence carried water from his home and used disposable plates and flatware.

Clarence began keeping the store open Sundays during the '50s because people wanted their weekend paper on Sunday instead of Monday. By the time church was over people were lined up outside the store waiting for the paper so he decided to open for business as well.

Clarence closed the cream station in 1978, but ran his business for over 38 years and was the one thing that remained a constant for the past and present residents of Pillsbury.

Because of his death on July 12, 1985, the store was sold to Carey and Rochelle Flatt.

Watem Shorn Brand Light Meat Tuna Fish. No. %= Flat Cans, Ideal for Sandwiches. Salads and Creaming,

Per Ca........... 17c

Dolly Varden Brand Baking Powder, I -Lb. Cam -Our Guaranteed Product That In. aura a Perfect

Rmlt, Per Can....

9C

Dolly Varden Brand Salad Dressing, Thousand Isle Dressing, or Sandwich Spread - Full 16 Oz. Pint Jars, ISC Per Jar ...........

Dolly Varden Brand Beat Quali

ty Brooms.

. Each ............ 69C

Magic Washer-27 Oz. The

Sweetest Maid Dessert Mints. 3  Modem Soap Powder. for

Lb. Box. The Mint With the  Clothes and Dishes, and one

nick Chocolate Coating and  Bar Magic Washer Laundry,

Real Peppermint  AC  -_..gyp Frees -With Each Pack

171-r. Per Box____97  age,  '~ Both for..____.__.22C Dolly Varden Brand Golden -  - Sweet Corn. Fancy Quality

Most Unusual

Value. 2 Can. for_ _. 2 5C

Primrose Green Palm Toilet Soap. A Fine Quality Milled Soap.

6Bars for--------- Y  C

Cool Springs Brand No. 2 Size Cans Tomatoes, Extra Stand

and Quality,

3 Cans for___.__3C

Dolly Varden Brand Fine Quality Baking Chocolate. VZ-Lb. Cakes

Each____.______. ISC

Combination Sale-a I -Lb. Bag Cellophsne Wrapped Primrose Coffee and a 2-01. 13ottle Dolly Varden Vanilla Extract -A Full SOc Value, at a Special Sale C Price for the Two_

Reduced ad copy from a 1932 grocery brochure of Keyes'.
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Kingston's Grocery Store

Thomas R. Kingston and Maurice Kingston bought the old bank building from Homer Smith, added on to it, and used it for a grocery store. When they decided to quit the grocery business, the inventory was purchased by Ed Abraham. He also managed the grocery store for a short time.

After the grocery store closed, the vacant building was used for voting purposes.

when it began to lose business. The corporation was forced to sell out and did so by holding an auction every night to liquidate the inventory. Seating for the auction consisted of planks placed on kegs of nails around the store. Lace, buttons, material etc., were auctioned off for only pennies.

The building was sold to Alley Brothers, who also used it for a general store, Alley Brothers Store.

The Peoples Supply Store

The store manager, Mr. Cowles (center), stands alongside two unknown individuals.

Another business started in the early teens was a general store, called The People's Supply Store, built by J.T. Smith. This building was located south of the hotel building. Smith only operated the store until 1916 when he sold it to Garfield Anderson.

Anderson hired I.G. Cowles as his manager. Cowles, an up and coming businessman, encouraged Anderson to build a new store south of Keyes Store. Anderson agreed and the new building, located two lots south of Keyes' Store, was large with hardwood floors and a basement.

Cowles continued to manage the new store for Anderson. When Anderson sold the store in 1918 to a local corporation of area men, Cowles continued in the position of manager. Peter Lee was president of the corporation and Carl Hagerness was the Secretary.

The new corporation was known as the Pillsbury Co-operative Mercantile Co. General Store.

The Pillsbury Co-operative Mercantile Co. General Store

Several area men formed a corporation and purchased the People's Supply Store from Garfield Anderson. Managed by I.G. Cowles, the Pillsbury Co-operative Mercantile Store was the new name chosen for the business.

The store continued in operation until 1925

C-R Store

C-R Store

Rochelle and Carey Flatt are the present owners of the former Keyes' Grocery Store. They purchased the business in 1985.

At present, they are continuing the grocery business with a lunch counter.

Benson and Brudevold Hardware

Benson and Brudevold Hardware Store around 1913.

Brothers, Jake Benson_ and Andrew and Iver Brudevold, moved a livery barn into Pillsbury from Page in 1912 to use for a hardware business.

The building was moved on poles drawn by horses in the early spring. Moving the building proved to be harder than expected. It fell into a pothole on the bumpy road and stuck there. Knowing that it would be frozen down by morning, the men worked long hours to get it out. By the next day they had succeeded in getting it to the site on the east side of Main Street.

Remodeling was necessary to convert the livery barn into a store. A plate glass window and awning were installed and a sidewalk built. By April, goods were being stored and stocked. Mr. Borstad managed the store. The store op-

erated as the Benson and Brudevold Hardware until 1917 when it was leased. The new name was Brown Hardware and about this time, Jake Benson developed his electrical service, Jake Benson Electricity.

In 1921 Jake Benson and his son, Lewis, returned, became partners and sold hardware as well as farm equipment. George Alberts set up machinery for them.

The business was sold due to some bad business dealings. Lewis moved to Washington state. Jake then sold out the hardware, set up a shoe repair business in the front, and used the back part for living quarters.

In the late 1920s, Minnie Sowden rented the back room for a Tea Room where she served lunches and pastries.

William Wittkop Hardware

Wittkop Hardware

William Wittkop purchased the C. Borstad Hardware in 1949 and installed gas pumps in front of the building. He also had a gas truck. Hazel, his wife, worked by his side in the store.

Borstad Hardware

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Borstad

Sometime in the '20s Albert Borstad built a hardware store on the corner of First Avenue and Highway 32. In a 1926 report found in the Valley City Times-Record it states: "A.J. Borstad is the village blacksmith. His shop is one of the most complete that one might expect to find in a town that size, and he is spoken of as a capable workman."

Borstad sold oil, harness parts, parts for mowers and binders, plow lays, paint and hardware. Many of the items hung from the ceiling and he was known to have "anything a farmer needed" in his shop.

A blacksmith shop, run by James Olson, was in the back: of the building.

Sometime in the 1930s, Charlie Borstad, Albert's brother, bought: the hardware store and added bolts, screws, guns, radios, paint and dishes to the inventory. One could also buy Christmas gifts and decorations.

Also employed at the hardware store was Orville Knutson, a blacksmith who worked for Charlie.

In 1949, the Borstads sold their business to William and Hazel Wittkop.

Norman's Hardware and Cafe

Blanche Norman purchased Wittkop's Hardware from Bill and Hazel Wittkop in 1960. She continued selling hardware and gas for several years. Later she converted the building into a cafe with I iving quarters in the back.

Harness Shops

A harness shop was begun by a Mr. Gustafson, an employee of Mr. C.O. Smith Coal, Company. Scrap iron was always needed, so Mr. Gustafson would hire Clarence Keyes and Bud Hill to pick up scrap iron out of ditches. He would give them a quarter for their goods which they brought in on a wagon hitched to their bicycles.

In the 1920s, Walter Bode purchased the harness shop and added a creamery and shoe repair shop. To save freight expense, he would walk and carry two 10-gallon cream cans to the depot. After he left Pillsbury, the vacant building became the site of Swick's Cafe.

Pillsbury Hotel

B.H. Madenwold opened a Hotel in Pillsbury in 1914. He had a pool room adjacent to the hotel. This _. building was situated where the C. Keyes Park now

~s.

"Doc" James Stack and his wife, Ida, purchased the business around 1917 and ran it until the early 1930s.

Many improvements were made under the Stacks' supervision. They built eight rooms upstairs and added a pool room to the front and a large dining area in the back. Ida was considered an excellent cook and her reputation was wide spread.

Doc's hotel was clean, however it was remembered as being very cold in the winter. Velma Smith, longtime resident of Pillsbury, remembers staying with Addie McKay who worked at the hotel, and having no heat upstairs.

Another operator of the hotel was Bill Strong.
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Ida and James "Doe" Stack, owners of the hotel.

The hotel was utilized by many local people as their permanent residence. Mr. Huseby, a bank employee; Mr. Harold Watson, a school teacher; and Wesley Wittkop, a garage proprietor; were just a few of the permanent residents.

The services of a hotel.were many. Bud Hill received his first pair of glasses from the eye doctor that came to the hotel from Fargo on the train for eye appointments. When the train went back to Fargo, five or six hours later, the doctor returned with it. It was also a gathering spot every Saturday and Wednesday nights for the kids who came for the free movies. Men would play cards and pool at night. No liquor was sold, but pop, candy and ice cream were. A well-remembered treat was the ice cream sodas served in tall, oldfashioned glass, soda glasses.

Ernest Erickson had a Barber Shop there around 1926. From the -"Times-Record" ..., "The tonsorial artist is said to be a well nigh perfect barber." Ernest also managed the hotel for a short time and Sig Lee operated a beer parlor there for a short time.

The building was torn down by Bill Abraham and built into a potato house for his farm.

DEFINITION OF A HOTEL ...

(Taken from the Hope Pioneer in 1916.)

"Hotel is a place where hospitality is dispensed without meter rates. There are in the United States 100,000 hotels, some of

which are good. Hotels vary in size, in some, which rooms are awkward, guests just could not turn around without knocking over 1,100

dollars worth of bric a brac. An ordinary hotel consists of a desk with a registar on it. A collection of rooms furnished luxuriously with windows, doors, and beds with sheets on them, a dining room, gorgeously decorated.

There are in this country a fairly large number of old-fashioned hotels where the family does the cooking and eats it too, right in the public dining room. These hotels have old-fashioned heating stones and when guests rise in winter he has to whittle the water out of the pitcher before he can wash his face. But they are eagerly sought by travelers for all that the bill fare can be consumed and comfortable feeling when they leave in the vest and pants pocket region. The Legislature of some states are regulating the length of the sheets used by hotels."

Implement Shops

Albert Dakin came from Page in 1913 to operate an automobile and implement dealership. The building was on the corner of First Avenue and Linden Street (where the Barnes County Patrol Shed now sits).

The Dakin family used the living quarters in the back of the building until they bought the house that the Dennis McGuires live in now. They moved to Canada i n 1918 when the business was changed to John Deere Farm Implement by the Moore Brothers.

One of Pillsbury's implement operators, Charles Thompson, who sold John Deere, stands next to his wife, Essie.

A later owner, Charles Thompson also sold John Deere Equipment. However, he sold out to William Lutiens in the early '20s, moving to Valley City:.

Lutiens opened a garage repair, fixing cars a nd t i res,

Fred Holler also used this same building for a blacksmith shop.

Murphy Woodward Machine Shop & Hardware Store

The Murphy Woodward Machine Shop and

Hardware Store was opened in 1913. It was located two lots north of Benson- Brudevold Hardware and John Muphy and Ben Woodward used the upstairs for living quarters.

Murphy sold implements and hardware items. He also opened a bank called Pillsbury State Bank in the building, but it "expired by virtue of nonusers."

Murphy Woodward building before

the 1920s.

One of the later implement operators (above, left photo), William Campbell and his wife, Grace; and a picture of the building (above, right photo).

In 1916 this business was managed for 10-11 years by William Campbell and was renamed William Campbell & Co. He sold Emerson Benningham farm implements and hardware stock of glassware, pots and pans, gifts, etc. His brother, Frank Campbell, was kept busy repairing threshing machines plus other types of repair in the back of the building.

Gas pumps were installed in front of the building in 1921. Perry Thomas operated a harness and shoe repair in the backof the building.

The next person to operate the business was Wesley Wittkop, who continued with a line of hardware besides having a John Deere Implement

dealership, selling a few threshing machines and binders. Lyle "Bud" Hill helped set up binders. Wesley eventually moved to the former Nick Random building across the street and then a barbership under Ernest Erickson was located in the Murphy building. Later, the McKay brothers used the Murphy building for -a recreation parlor where pool and cards were played. This parlor existed for a short time.

Liquor Stores, Pool Halls

Vic Lapelle started a liquor store in the Murphy Woodward Building in the 1920s. Bill Strong acted a s bouncer at the establishment.

By the early '40s, Vic Lapelle ran a liquor store which later was bought by Alan Van Winkle and Orville Price. The first year, Mr. and Mrs. Price managed it while Van Winkle farmed. The next year, Van Winkle operated the bar with the Prices. After Van Winkle moved to Pillsbury from Courtenay, he took over the management of the

bar. In 1946 they turned the business over to Lyle and Glen Plaistad.

Allan Van Winkle, Orville Price and Frank Boyer in the liquor store.

Pictured in the above, left photo: Frank Boyer and Axel Pearson outside of the liquor store; and Mr. and Mrs. Orville Price (above, right photo.)

Plaistad's Bar

Clockwise: Homer's Place, Homer Smith, and Glen Plaistad in the bar.

Two brothers, Glen and Lyle Plaistad, bought the liquor store from A. Van Winkle in 1946. They continued to offer the same service as the previous owners. Glen Plaistad had this to say about operating the store. "There were a few fights, a robbery, a few things broke."
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Plaistads operated the business until October 4, 1948 when the building was destroyed by a fire, which started i n the Benson store next to the bar.

Plaistad's then opened their store in the bank building, purchased from Maurice Kingston.

Mike Saign's Pool Hall

After Pillsbury State Bank relocated in Hope, Mike Saign ran a pool hall in the old bank building during the '30s. During the day beer was sold and many card games where played by the local men.

Saign had the restaurant and a bar upstairs and his living quarters were in the basement.

Tom's Place

races, chicken and Labor Day corn feeds. Tom also sells bulkfuel oil.

Bellon's Bar

Harold Bellon and Kelly Barr inside Bellon's Bar.

Later in the Forties, Glenn and Lyle Plaistad relocated due to a fire damage and operated their bar in this sameold bankstructure.

By 1949, Harold and Genevieve Bellon purchased the bar structure and they opened up a liquor store, naming it Bellon's Bar.

They continued with their business at this building until 1966 when the building began to deteriorate. They built a new wooden structure at the end of First Avenue, bordering Highway 32.

Harold had, on occasion, live entertainment, featuring his brother, Adam Bellon. He would also have New Year's Eve parties.

For supplemental income, Harold checked grain samples, traveling from local elevators to' Fargo. When Harold passed away in 1973, Jenny continued with the business until easing and later. selling it to DuWayne Altringer.

DuWayne "Duke" and his wife, Phyllis purchased the bar in the later 1970s. Duke also worked on construction jobs while Phyllis managed the bar in his absence. They held birthday parties and organized pool leaques while there. The bar was sold to T. R. Kingston in 1983.

Tom's Place

T.R. Kingston bought the liquor store from DuWayneand Phyllis Altringer in 1983, renaming it Tom's Place. He co-manages the bar with Lori Johnson.

Tom has live entertainment, birthday parties and pool leagues. Some of the entertainment he has provided has included: street dances, Lobster

Livery Stable

In May 1912, J.J. Spink moved his family to Pillsbury to open a livery stable. This was located on Market Street. He also established a dray line which hauled freight to and from businesses in connection with the railroad. Two horses hitched to a wagon hauled freight from the train to the local stores every day except Sunday. Twenty-five cents or fifty cents was the usual charges for freight.

Mr. Spink would also house horses that farmers brought into town pulling their grain wagons or just coming in to do their trading. Some of the farmers would bring their own oats and hay and only have to pay for water and blankets to cool their horses down. This would cost 25 cents an hour. If they needed food also, it could cost up to $1.00 an hour.

The land on which the livery stood was eventually bought by Carico's and the barn was sold to Mrs. Bowen. She moved it to the farm one-fourth mile east of her place on Section 13.

Pillsbury Lumberyard

.AJ SS

Old Lumberyard structure.

William Snider and his construction crew from Page began construction of a long, narrow building located on block 10 lots 5 and 6 (present site of Senior Citizen's Center) along First Avenue for Mudgett and McCulloch Lumberyard. Construction began in March 1912 and before it was fully in operation, the business was sold to the Carpenter Neuman Co. of Minneapolis, Minn. Art Beckley,

hired by Mudgett and McCulloch, continued to serve as manager under the new owners.

Products sold at the lumberyard were: cement, building supplies, fence posts and barb wire.

Other managers who served at the yard were: Nick Randon, A.J. Algeo, and Clem McCulloch. Most often the managers were also carpenters and helped with the many buildings being constructed.

The lumberyard continued in operation until the late '40s when Jake Anderson came from Luverne and opened it half days with Wesley Wittkop opening in the mornings. The building was torn down in the early '50s.

Maintainers of Roads

Side view of new road grader used by

road maintainers.

The ineed for someone to maintain and grade roads in and leading to Pillsbury was already evident by 1912. The March, 1912 edition of the "Hope Pioneer" reported that supervisors of Ellsbury township travelled to Valley City to contemplate buying a large road grader for use in the district.

C.J. Borstad maintained Highway 32 with a maintainer_ drawn by horses.

Other maintainers known to have worked were: Waldo Wittkop, Peter Sorenson, Harvey` Moen, Ben Tuenge,- Leon Jensen, Henry Lutiens, Rex Paulson, Lynn Wilson, Norm Evans, Harry Mohr and Ralph Chase.

Julius Tvenstrup (top left and above photos), Jens (left photo), who helped in going out to the farm sites to select and butcher cattle for the meat market.

which was located behind the main building. The ice, after being washed off, was put on a platform and cranked to the top. It was then slid into the ice house. Area farmers would also cut ice from the river and haul it to town and sell it. Norris Swick would haul two and three sleds of ice at a time for a fee lessthan shipping would cost.

The Tvenstrups moved to Luverne, selling their meat market to William Lutiens in the '20s. They eventually moved to Valley City and operated a meat market there.

Wilhelm Lutjen's Meat Market

Wilhelm and Catherine Lutjens in the building entrance.

In the early '20s Wilhelm Lutiens bought a meat market from Jens and Julius Tvenstrup. The family also lived in the backof the store.

In later years, Hank, Wilhelm's son, would go from farm to farm and butcher animals for farmers. The farmers would then cut up their own meat and freeze it. In those days there weren't deep freezers, so people would take their meat to Hope, the closest town with lockers.

Tvenstrup Meats

In the late 'Teens, Jens and Julius Tvenstrup built a meat shop in Pillsbury, three lots south of Keyes Store. They bought cows and pigs from area farmers and did their own butchering.

Large coolers were in the shop and were filled with ice„ The ice was shipped from Fargo to Pillsbury by train. This was packed in sawdust in three foot squares, and was stored in an ice house

Milk Delivery

In the early teens a Mr. Brown started a milk delivery in Pillsbury.

Later, the service was run by Jay and Hattie Smith, who delivered milk and cream. Loren Burchill, also delivered milk and cream.

At that time, milk was delivered in a basket that would contain 6 glass milk bottles. When
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weather was storming, Lorne's father, Jim Burchill, would drive a team of horses with a sleigh. The bottles, 1/2-pint and 1-pint sizes for cream and 1-pint and 1-quart sizes for milk, were washed and sterilized, filled with milk and a cardboard cover was placed inside the neck of the bottle. The milk was riot pastuerized. Burchill remembers some people saying they didn't have 5 cents for the quart of milk or 3 cents for a pint.

Lemley Plumbing

George Lemley served as a plumber in Pillsbury and the surrounding area starting in the middle'60s, until his death in 1976.

Lorne Burchill delivering milk.

convenience for the citizens of Pillsbury as well as the farmers between the two towns. It is to be hauled until June 30, 1913 when the railroad company will handle it. "

The Post Office was located on the southern end of Main Street.The mail came in twice a day8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Postmasters who served and their appointment dates:

L.B. Smith William Campbell William B.Snider Hattie Smith Ella Graven MinnieWilson Cindy Burchill

December 14, 1911 February 29, 1916 October 7, 1918 August 21, 1923 June 1, 1944 August 31, 1968 August 23, 1980

Postmistress Ella Graven was known to carry the mail in a bag and in the wintertime, she'd use a sled to carry a heavy load. Sometime during her term, she bought the North American Creamery building and had it moved between Keyes' Store and Bellon's Bar. Mail was delivered there until August 1984 when a new mobile Post Office was set on Lot 10 along Linden Street.

Cindy Burchill transferred to the Fullerton, N.D., post office in October of 1986. The office is presently being serviced by Phyllis Eng of Portland, N.D.

Potato Warehouse

Post Office

Present Pillsbury Post Office (top _  photo) and

Ella Graven (right), long-time postmistress.

Lemuel B. Smith of Page, N. Dak. was the first postmaster of Pillsbury, receiving his appointment on December 14, 1911. However the post office was not ready for business until later in 1912.

A March 1912 edition of the "Hope Pioneer" stated, "Some supplies for the post office at Pillsbury have arrived and Mr. Smith expects to open the office about April 1. " And I ater, another report, "The Post Office at Pillsbury opened Wednesday, May 15. The mail will be hauled from Colgate until the railroad is completed. "

Progress continued and by August 1912, again from the "Pioneer," "On October 1, the mail will be delivered from Colgate every day. This will be a great

The first potato warehouse was owned by O. Smith, east of 32. Charles put up a potato house next to the railroad cars. John Carmichael sorted and sacked them for the buyers. A newspaper account mentioned that potatoes were the biggest business in Pillsbury in the 1920s, but the market price fel I and much money was lost on the potatoes.

In the 1930s, Bill Abraham raised 80 to 150 acres of potatoes. They sorted, sacked and loaded them in boxcars and shippedthem to Chicago.

Hank Northridge and Tom Kingston also raised and sold potatoes and stored them in their basement until shipped on the railroad.

Restaurants & Cafes

The Security State Bank was short-lived in Pillsbury -and by 1918 the building - had been remodeled and used as a restaurant, with Mr. C.H. Hart the first owner.  By, 1921  J.N. --Ertlet was  .--operating the cafe and his wife , Francis, managed the telephone exchange which had been moved to the backof the building.

In the early Twenties, Francis Simpson and daughter, lived in back and managed the telephone exchange. They also added a confectionary for candy, pop and ice cream.

Sometime in 1926 the Ness family moved to Pillsbury and took over the restaurants. According to the "Times Record" in Valley City, "Mable Ness caters to the sweet tooth of the people who come there, as well as the natives. She also serves meals. It is a good place to go to get refreshments. "

Later, she moved to Valley City, where their daughter
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Mr. Abas was a well-remembered man. This was partly because of his accent, but more readily because of his friendly ways and his good food. One of his specialties was "Kuba," a hamburger with cracked wheat to be served with beer (bottled and keg). It is also remembered that he always has a pot of soup on the stove.

A former customer of Abas', Loren Burchill recalls how Abas would ask in broken English, all in a rhyme, "What you'd like? Ice cream cone, dixie cup or what you have?"

Christine Olson was one of Abas' employees and remembers receiving $2.00 a week. In 1940 she bought the restaurant for $400.00 from Abas. She cooked on a gas stove with a black frying pan. There was no running water.

The next owner in this fast exchanging business was Harland and Inger Strand. They owned the cafe for several years and sold out to Luvia Flatt. Luvia didn't own the business long, but
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ran "Dolly's Cafe. " As former Pillsbury natives, they always felt "they left part of their hearts in Pillsbury. "

The next owner, C.A. Karlsbraten, operated the cafe around 1928. Shortly thereafter Mr. Abas took over the business and added a beer parlor.

Building front of Abas' Restaurant.

Many local patrons drive to, as well as walked to Pillsbury's restaurants.

she remembers serving complete meals of roasts, potatoes, gravy and soups. She baked her own buns and bread, buying her supplies at the local stores. Beef and hogs were butchered and they would cut up their own meats. Luvia did have a refrigerator, but had to heat water that was hauled in by Mark Lemley and Wally Norman.

Other managers were Mrs. Amelia Herk and Rex Paulson.

Richard and Nellie Lee were the next owners. Nellie would cook and Richard would help wait on tables. For a time they lived in the back of the building.

The final owners of this establishment were Arnold and Margaret Johnson in 1951. Dinners were $1.00 to $1.50, hot beef was 50 cents, steak for $1.50, hamburgers were 35 cents and malted milk cost 25 cents. One could buy coffee or pop for 10 cents. This building was eventually torn down.

Norman's Cafe

Blanche Norman's Cafe

Around the early 1960s, Blanche Norman converted the Norman Hardware Store into a cafe. Blanche served meals to work crews, asphalt workers, travelers and locals.

After Blanche's death in 1982, Carol McGuire continued to keep Norman's Cafe operating summer months only. The business was closed permanently in 1983.

Swick's Cafe

Erna and Norris Swick relocated -their cafe service to the vacated Bode Harness Shop building after an accidental grease fire in their home. The fire started when some basting grease caught on fire during preparation of a Christmas dinner.

I n the new shop, the restaurant was located in front and they resided in the back rooms. It is wellremembered that customers made sure they'd be there at meal time, especially since the "family style," 50-cent meals were like church suppers and refills were plenty. Erna Swick was also known for her special "doughnuts" for afternoon coffee.

Once incident where a customer's desire entre' couldn't be served is humorously recalled by Gordon Myer, at the time he took his children to eat

after coming home from Texas for the winter. When Erna asked one of the girls what she wanted, she said, "lobster." The whole restaurant shook with laughter - who heard of lobster in Pillsbury then.

In 1952, the restaurant was purchased by Vernon Wellington, the school teacher. He added a pool table and concession/hangout area for local teenagers.

Jess' Satellite Dishes

Randy Jess started selling satellite dishes for cabel TV in '1984. He operates out of his home.

Silent Movies

Silent movies came to town in the late 'Teens. People would file into the hall west of the school and pay 10 cents to see their favorite actors and actresses.

Later on, businessmen in Pillsbury began sponsoring free outdoor movies on Wednesday nights. Cars would be lined up and down Main Street from the railroad tracks to Hattie Smith's house. Parking was also available in the lot north of Wittkop's Garage. The films were shown by a man from Valley City, on a screen set up in the lot where the park is now. Children and teen-agers would sit in the area in front, sharing the view and fighting mosquitos! This event was well attended and continued for many years.

David Abraham Seed Sales

David Abraham, a local farmer, has expanded to selling Cargill Seed, operating out of his farm home.

Harvey Abraham Seed Sales

Harvey Abraham has sold for Sigco Research Inc. since 1977. He also operates an auto body shop on his farm besides selling dry and liquid chemical equipment.

Jake's Shoe Repair Store

Jake Benson's second location of his shoe repair business.

After closing out his hardware business, Jacob ":Jake" Benson opened up a shoe repair shop in the front of the building, using the back part for living quarters. He continued his shoe business until 1948 when the building burned down from a fire caused by a gas stove explosion in his back room.

After the fire, Benson moved to another building where he still repaired shoes and lived. He also bought furs from the hunters so they didn't have to del iver them to Valley City.

At one time, he and his wife also took in boarders.

Harrington Brothers Stockyards

Pictured above is the Harrington Stockyards in 1936 and the two owners (pictured to the right), Gladstone (left) and Garfield (right).

The twin Harrington brothers, Gladstone and Garfield, began buying livestock at Pillsbury at the beginning of the town's development.

They went out with horse and buggy going from farm to farm to select and purchase the needed veal and "critters." Herd sizes were small in eastern North Dakota then and it used to take the brothers, working separately, two weeks to gather a carload for shipment. In 1935 it wasn't out of the ordinary to ship 60 cars in two weeks to gather a carload for shipment from their buying station in Pillsbury.

After the stockyards were built, they farmed extensively and eventually expanded their livestock buying to Valley City, Mayville, Hope and Minot.
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Telephone Service

Larson TV

The first record of a telephone system in town was from an April 1915 Edition of the "Hope Pioneer" which reported, "The telephone is on the bum!" The Great Northern Telephone Exchange, Co., with L.B. Smith serving as the first operator, briefly shared the same building as the C.O. Smith Coal Co. and served the local area.

As is evident to the importance of the telephone, not only for business but also for pleasure, it is further stated in an August edition of the sairne newspaper, "If you know of anything in the news line, don't hesitate to report it. We haven't time to "Rubber" all the time but will answer your calls cheerfully. "

By 1916 the Tri-State Long Distance Telephone Exchange took over the service and moved the exchange to the Security State Bank building with Smith still serving as operator and Mrs. C. Hart as manager. Ninety-one customers were being served by this; time. Some names found in an old directory were:

A.K. Algeo Henry Barr Benson Hardware Store A. Brudevold

Sol Burchill William Burchill William Campbell & Co.

Hardware M. Carmichael carpenter Lumber Comer Bros. Elevator Elmer Daigle Wilmer Dorothy John EEggers Farmers Elevator Co. Pillsbury

Gladstone Harrington Martin Hetland

Erl Hicks John Jacobson Fred Keyes Fred Kranker

Other operators who served were William Snider', Francis Thilmony, Pauline Odeggard, Esther Carico, Eva Carlson, Clarence Gray, Frances Simpson, Viola Schoeppach, Clara Lutlens, Ethel Moe and Babe Carico.

When Tri-State Long Distance abruptly ended their service, eight local men got together to operate a temporary telephone service in Wesley

Wittkop's Garage. Afterwards, it was moved into the old wooden bank building. Soon after, the service was lost in-1948 in a fire.  -

After  the  loss ' of - the  telephone  company: structure, the "City- Fathers" requested that Northwestern Bell install a community dial office. Pillsbury then became the smallest town serviced by Bell. Cliff Speral, manager at Hope, and Warren Cole, combinationman, serviced the area for Bell. A May 1965 edition (see previous Pillsbury introduction story) of the Northwestern Bell magazine featured an article on Pillsbury as the smallest community receiving service from Northwestern Bell.

Later the dial office was moved out of Pillsbury and used by Warren Cole as a shop. At that time changes were made in the whole Bell Telephone system and Pillsbury is now part of the Hope system.

J.D. Keilly George Knowles G.A. Lemley Peter Lee George McKay Neil McKay Sam Morgan Andrew Moe Dave Moug Meat Market More Brothers

Farm Machinery Henry Northridge Andrew Olson Oscar Olson Pillsbury State Bank Peoples Supply Store Herb Rutherford C.E. Smith

C.O. Smith

Homer Smith George Smith Mrs. John Smith W.J. Smith John Stevenson William Sowden John Sussex Bert Sunde John Schutte William Schoeppach Ole Stemhagen Hans Simenson Andrew Skude

Ole Satrom Erick Sundstrom Theo. Thilmony Albert Wittkop L.C. Warner John Weigland Theo. Weyers

Dale Larson, who started a TV repair shop in the depot in 1954, also served as the depot agent. Besides repairing televisions, he also sold TVs, stereos, radios and antennas. Later, he built an addition onto his home to accommodate his growing business. When Dale was transferred in 1969, he sold his business.

Dale Burchill Trucking

Dale Burchill started a commercial grain trucking business based out of his farm home on September 23, 1975.

Starting with just one truck, he has built his business to four tractors and seven trailers, employing three full-time drivers.

Trucking Firms

One of T. Kingston's trucks.

T.J. Kingston began a trucking business in the 1930s. He hauled cattle for the farmers to West Fargo.

Hank Lutiens and Richard Lee also hauled grain with trucks and the Harrington Brothers were truckers and buyers.

Jack's Country Upholstery

Jackie (McKay) Washburn opened an upholstery shop in her farm home, four miles north, t/2 mile west and lt/2 miles north of Pillsbury.

She re-upholsters furniture,, repairs tarps; and does other general repairs:

Veterinarian Service

When farming was done with horses and most farms raised quite a large number of livestock, the need for veterinarians was great. A. Algeo and Norris Swick, although having no formal training, had a vets office south of Keyes' Store. They would travel to the outlying farms and care for sick animals.
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Gunderson's Water Delivery

W.P.A. Involvement

Paul Gunderson operated a water delivery service from 1945-1977, delivering water to homes whose water was unusable.

Well Drilling

Crtto Jungnitsch, the well digger.

roads by hand with shovels; and the cutting of weeds with a shovel since there were no mowers at that time.

Dirt was also hauled in for low slough spots, especially those in front of J.C. Smith's general store and the hotel, where water would often come up to the step edges. Dirt was hauled in with wheelbarrows covering much trash and rocks buried therefor filler.

Another Pillsbury W.P.A. project involved the construction of a much needed overpass on Highway 32 over two sets of railroad tracks. It was started in 1936 and finished by 1937.

The first well was dug in Pillsbury by Mr. Knut Nybo for L.13. Smith in 1912. The early well drillers looked like a large version of a posthole auger and were manually operated, jacking up the dirt by turning a cogwheel with a bit handle.

In later years the machine was driven by horses. Many wells were needed to supply people with water and the well drilling crews would stay at one farm for as long as two weeks, eating meals with the fancily and even having their laundry done for them.

Besides Nybo, Otto Jungnitsch also drilled wells and sold draming pumps and air-motored wind mills.

Ed Graven dug artesian wells. The one he dug on the Homer Smith farm is believed to be the only one in this community.

Water witchers, those who used a forked tree branch to locate water sources, were called upon often. John Carmichael and Ernest Anderson were two area men who-were called upon to witch for  - water.

Presently, most farms are supplied with water from the rural water systems which were established in the '70s. The town of Pillsbury is serviced by the Dakota Water Users Associaton, whose aquafier is located by Hannaford with the Rural Water Headquarters at Finley.

Rural Water came as a blessing to many farmers and area towns who could not have running water or dig for a good water supply or because the? area water had to many m inerals.

During the Thirties, the government had a work program called Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.) for unemployed people.

Among the programs in Pillsbury were the digging of needed wells; the development of a skating pond (present site of City Park) ; grading of

A homemade skating rink behind Wittkop's Garage in 1937.

-~ RESIDENCES

The Harold Bellon Jr. residence owned by Miller Elevator Co.  The Darrel Brudevold residence

and located on the corner of Linden Street and Third Avenue.  located on Market Street., Block 7.

The residence of Pete Elston on Main Street, Block 3.  The home of Carey Flatt located on First Avenue, Block 12.

The Gately Brothers' residence.

The Larry Kimble residence on the corner of Linden Street and Second Avenue.
The home of Randy Jess.

On Linden Street, the Victoria Kimble residence, the former home of Clarence Keyes until his death. The house was built by Keyes' father, Fred, about 1910.

Tom Kingston's trailerhome.

The Marvin Larson residence owned by Miller Elevator Co. on Main Street, Block 3.

The Richard Lee home located on the corner of First Avenue and Market Street, Block 13.

The residence of LaMae C. Lemley along Highway 32.

The Dennis McQuire residence owned by Miller Elevator Co. and located on Linden Street, Block 9. It was used for many years as. a teacherage.

The Wesley Wittkop residence on Linden Street, Block 9.

The residence of Fran Wojcik on Linden Street, Block 10.

Former Residences

The former home of Charles and Anna Borstad. A favorite  The former residence of the

boarding and rooming place for teachers in the 1930s.  Cowles' family around 1917-1918. It is now the site of Pete Elson's home.

T' he W.J. Medd home.

The former home of Henry Northridge,

present site of the Randy Jess residence.

The former Pauline Odegaard home in Pillsbury. It was moved to the Frank Sundstrom farm.

The former home of John Rock. The house was moved to the John Ihry farm.

The parsonageof the Baldwin Presbyterian Church.

The former home of longtime_Pillsbury residents,. Jay and Hattie Smith. The house was located on Main Street and Third Avenue.

The back view of the former Willard Smith home with Pillsbury School in the background. Front view of Willard Smith's house.
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The former home of Erna and Norris Swick.

FARMING

"Past and Present Profiles of Farming"

Cutting bundles with a binder on the Hetland farm.

William Schoeppach ' pictured on a binder behind a team of horses. The photo is from around 1910.

Horse and mules pulling plows on the William Campbell farm.

Many horses were needed to help get the crop planted and harvested. These horses belonged

to James Burchill.

The advent of the tractor helped to make the farmers' work easier. This tractor was used by the Campbell family in 1923.

Maurice Jarvis holds several kittens while seated in front of several grain tanks that were typical of the type used in the 1920s.

During the busy harvest,

many farim workers were  '. fed from, cook cars such

as this one. These cars were often pulled right on to the field.

The Nickelson Sheppard Steam Engine used in threshing grain around 1916.

'A Day in the Life of a Farm Wife'

January 14, 1901

It was so cold when I awoke this morning, that ice had formed on the inside of the windows. Pulled the quilts up over my head and tried to pretend it was summer, but it didn't work. After counting to 100 I leaped from the bed and quickly dressed. Heard the baby stirring in the next room.

Downstairs in the kitchen I built a fire in the wood stove and fixed pancakes and sausage. The old stove was smoking worse than usual. Made a mental note to talk to Frank this evening about getting a new one. A necessity!!

After breakfast I milked the cows, strained the milk and put it in pans. Skimmed the cream from last night's milking--crock's nearly full. Must churn tomorrow.

The morning's chores passed quickly. Washed the dishes, made the beds, plumping the feathers in the feather ticks and the pillows. Emptied the chamber pots. Did the laundry and hung it out to dry. The new puppy succeeded in dragging Frank's good trousers from the line. When I finally rescued them complete with a tear in the right leg, I had to do them all over again. Before I knew it, it was time to start dinner. Freshened some pork, peeled potatoes and fixed cabbage. Warmed up last night's apple pie and made a big pot of coffee. Rang the bell for the men to come and eat. After dinner, I washed the dishes. Seems like l spend half of my life in the kitchen. Had to prime the cistern pump before I could get water. Filled the lamps and washed the chimneys. Got the clothes from the line - everything was stiff from the cold. Had the children fill the woodbox when they got home from school. Hardly had a chance to pay attention to the baby all day.

After feeding the chickens and gathering eggs, it was time to start supper--cold ham, warmed up potatoes from dinner, applesauce, and cookies. Supper was a little late; the men were out cutting wood.

Washed dishes for the last time today and prepared dough for baking tomorrow. Helped the children with their studies before they went to bed. I must talk to Frank about that new stove, but maybe I'll let that wait'till tomorrow.

Helping dig potatoes ("spuds") in 1929 were Les Abraham, Ewald, Basil and Minnie Jungnitsch.

Area farmers pitching bundles into the threshing machine.

A good view of the threshing operation.

Threshing with a 1918 Waterloo Boytractor and threshing maching on the Peter Lee farm.

One of the first farmers with a combine was Albert Gately.

Pictured in front of the Huber threshing machine in 1945 are kneeling (1-r): Charles Ostrander, Clarence Tuenge, Burl Ostrander; and standing (1-r): Ben Tuenge, Lorne Burchill, a hired man and James Burchill.

Threshing in the Wells Gage farmyard in 1930 with

a Model K Case Cross engine bought in 1924.

By the 1940s, horses were gone and most farming was done with tractors. This picture shows how hay was put up by Bill Abraham family in 1940.
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Gabs on tractors did much to help the farmer and extend his ability to work during the seasons.

Seeding of fields is

now much easier thanks to improved machine and automatic drill fills.

Despite the financial difficulties of the 1980s, larger pieces of equipiment like this 4-wheel-drive tractor have helped in the farming of more ground in less time.

This more modern 1480IH (International Harvestor) combine is much more efficient in grain harvesting in contrast to some

of the early threshing machinery.

Grain dryers, such as the one pictured, were introduced in the 1970s and helped farmers better cope with harvesting of crops

if the grain

was damp or wet.
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PILLSBURY SCHOOL

A picture showing the bell tower on top ,_ of Pillsbury School during the early years.

School Songs at P.H.S.

Pillsbury School letter with pins representing some of the organizations and activities.

School Song in the 1940s

Pillsbury High -Pillsbury High Bet your life we'll stand by Every fan in the city are Begging you win.

Don't disappoint them but Show the stuff you got in Pillsbury High -Pillsbury High!

School Song from the Early 1960s to 1974

On Pillsbury, On Pillsbury, on to victory Proud are we of all our glory

Here's a cheer for thee Figh t - figh t - figh t.

Ever loyal and true-hearted, victory is nigh,

Come let us give a cheerfor Pillsbury High.

Go team Go Fight team Fight Win team Win Go!Fight! Win!

School Song in the 1950s

Pillsbury High School - Hats off to thee

To our colors true we will ever be Firm and strong united are we Rah Rah for Pillsbury High! Rah Rah for Pillsbury High! Hats off to Pillsbury!
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School News

Pillsbury School in Ellsbury School District #90.

Plainview School, located 1 mile west of Pillsbury.

1912 Beginning ...

The dream of a large consolidated school was long in coming. The Hope Pioneer reported that by August 15, 1912 the town board was successful in organizing a central school in Pillsbury. This-was-quoted as "a great help to our area!"

The school immediately began working withthe community in sponsoring the Pillsbury School Agricultural Fair Exhibit.

As reported, "On Saturday, November 9th, 1912, the school of Pillsbury and vicinity held their first annual school exhibit and agricultural fair in town and a crowd of five hundred people was in attendance and to say it was enjoyed by all is putting it very mildly.

There were in all some over numerous entries in all classes participated in by six different schools and farmers in this vicinity.

There was in attendance Miss Minnie Nielson, County Superintendent of Barnes, Miss Farnsworth of Domestic Science Department of Normal School

of Valley City, Mr. Mayland and Mr. White of the Better Farming Association. Miss Farnsworth talked to the ladies in the afternoon and a very interesting meeting is reported.

Mr. Mayland and Mr. White talked to the farmers for about two hours which was enjoyed by all present, the former taking for his subject "Corn and Potato Raising," the latter "Hog Raising," illustrating his points by charts.

There was a large attendance from Hope, Colgate, Page and other neighboring towns, but space will not permit us to name them, but all departed feeling well paid for their attendance, and as their opinion Pillsbury would continue to grow and have the best schools in the county if the interest that was shown was kept up, and they could see quite a future for the town in all lines of business.

The ladies of the Presbyterian church served a bounteous chicken pie dinner to all. One hundred seven dollars being netted which will be used to help move their church to Pillsbury.

There was $56.00 in cash raised by the citizens of Pillsbury to be divided among the schools on their exhibits and the judges awarded the prizes. "

First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade Fifth Grade Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade Eighth Grade

First Prize- Vera Smith Second Prize- Gordon Smith First Prize-Martha Framberg Second Prize- Vivian Schoeppach First Prize- Clarence Keyes Second Prize-Mary Dorothy First Prize -Zella Keyes

First Prize- Floyd McMichael First Prize -Thelma Smith Second Prize - Dolores Smith First Prize-Josephine Lee First Prize- EIla Smith

Results of the first school and community event, the Pillsbury School Agricultural Fair Exhibit.

By 1915 the young, very progressive school was well under way. Mr. A.E. Ross succeeded Miss Wood as principal, and the teaching staff included Miss McMicael of Boston, Lucy Gray was the intermediate teacher and Miss Hattie Smith was the primary teacher.

Ellsbury #90 not only taught the 3 R's, but was also equipped for teaching Domestic Science (Home Economics) and Manual Training (Industrial Arts).

An exciting event to begin a new school term was also published in the Hope Pioneer. On September 30, 1915, Dr. Wiship, editor of the Journal of Education in Boston, Massachusetts, visited the school and town of Pillsbury. "He was warmly received, as this was a thrilling event." It did not state if his visit had anything to do with one of the teachers originating from Boston.

School buses started Monday, October 14, 1915 and this was reported as helping attendance a great deal. The buses were pulled by horses and in the winter the sled was enclosed and a small coal
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stove was, added for warmth.

1915 also brought about the remodeling of one of the rural school houses. A twenty-foot addition was added and when it was completed, it served as an athletic and amusement hall. At the same time the Hope Pioneer reported that a school house from District 81 had been moved north of the Neil McKay farm. When remodeled this would serve as a "Bachelors' Hall," but there were no further explanations.

A new piano was ordered from the Stone Music Co. for the Pillsbury Hall. Miss Lila Algeo contributed tier services by giving piano lessons. She also directed the "Pillsbury Kiddies." The Pillsbury Orchestra was also in full swing.

Sports has always been an important part of Pillsbury history, and with a new gym the boys and girls had a place to play basketball. The girls team included: Addie McKay, Eulalia Crowley, Mary Thompson, Zella Keyes, Grace Thompson and Louise Campbell. The boys team included: Clarence Keyes, Maurice Harrington, Ernest Holler, Clair Hill, Arvid Schoeppach, Bob Carmichael, (Donald Drayton and Bill Drayton.

Eighth-grade graduation was held on the campus of the Normal School in Valley City. This was for the county schools. Minnie J. Nielson was the County Superintendent in 1915 and conducted the ceremony.

Twenties

1920 brought about even more changes for Ellsbury #690. A well-remembered and greatly respected man, Harold Watson, came to Pillsbury as principal of the school. He lived in the Principals'

Harold Watson, an instructor and principal at Pillsbury School.

Office and while there established a band and a baseball team. He was also involved in getting Play Day going.

As the school grew the parents involvement was obvious. Minutes of a 1925 PTA meeting were reported in the paper. There was singing, prayer and a

talk by Mr. Watson about "discipline. " This was followed by more musical numbers, talks, remarks by Mr. Keyes and a "Mock Wedding" concluded the program. These meetings were well attended and the enthusiasm seemed obvious.

As the Twenties came to an end and the Thirties came into being, the school and the town were still progressing. The 4-H club, under the presidency of Miss Doris Rock was active, the Loyal Homemakers Club had sixteen members and the school was busy with extracurricular activities which consisted of plays, basketball, carnivals and Play Day.
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A copy of Clara E. Lemley's diploma that she received on May 20, 1927.
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As the Thirties continued, the Depression also affected Ellsbury #90. Mrs. Ellen (Jensen) Kappel, an elementary teacher in Pillsbury gave this account of her days of teaching during the Thirties.

"In about 1937, we saw the Pillsbury enrollment increase by leaps and bounds. Two large families, the Westeds and Skjeftes, moved here from western North Dakota, an area that had been hit the hardest in this state by the drought. Also, the Aarestad family who came front Cooperstown to start a new Red Ow' store. All available desks were brought down from the attic and extra books were borrowed from the Baldwin School nearby. It was an exciting time for everyone.

Many recent graduates of Pillsbury High School did not have the means to continue on to college and jobs were scarce. During the severe winters from 1936-1938, Highway 32 was sometimes blocked for 6 to 8 weeks. For pastime we faculty singles recruited Don Johnson, Wesley Wittkop and Otto Jungnitsch to flood the pothole north of Wesley's garage for a skating rink. The young folks and kids rounded tip all the skates to be found and we really spent many evenings skating by a street light. Someone also rigged up a four-passenger sled pulled by a pickup and gave rides around the block. We had hay rides with bobsleds and horses ending up at the old gym dancing to a record player. The married women organized a whist club that met one evening each week. We teachers joined. So the long hard winters passed by rather quickly.

Each year in May, Pillsbury hosted a Play Day and invited all the surrounding rural schools. Fred Keyes, who had the General Store, was a great promoter of this. He usually arranged for a band from a larger school to lead the parade in the morning. Floats were built on coaster wagons to cut costs. They were beautiful. Prizes were given for them. After picnic lunches at noon, the track events for grades 1 through 8 were held. Superintendent Ben Northridge was in charge and assisted by the High School students.

Members of the Board of Education for Ellsbury District were: Tom Kingston, Hans Johnson, Charlie Borstad and a Mr. Abraham.

September 1936, found an entire new faculty in Pillsbuty with Ben Northridge Jr. as Superintendent. He remained for 6 years, Esther Officer (7th and 8th grade) )`or 1 year, Ellen (Jensen) Kapple (4th, 5th and 6th grade) for 3 years, and Helen (McKay) Russel (1st, 2nd and 3rd grade) for 3 years. As there were no cafes, we found room and board at Charlie and Annie Borstad's, who lived only a half-block west of the school. Annie was a marvelous cook, but woe unto anyone who wasn't at the supper table by 6:00 p.m. Mlort Fenstad and Clyde Leik from the elevator, Bill Kennedy from the depot and Otto Jungnitsch, the school custodian, also ate there. It wasn't unusual for the "late-comers" to find their silver

ware tied to the tablecloth, toothpicks in the biscuits, or salt in unexpected places, and various other "shenanigans. " No one was late a second time!

We taught with the barest necessities. Workbooks were unheard of A very important piece of equipment was out- homemade hedtographs (a cookie sheet filled with a gelatin solution that set firm). With hektograph ink we wrote or printed a master copy that transferred onto the gelatin pad. It would make up to about 20 copies clearly. Pretty crude compared to the sophisticated copiers, projectors and computers of toddy. One sad part of this change was that some things like nice fornnal handwriting became a lost art.

In some ways these years were rough and hard, in other ways they drew us all together in close bonds o f.friendship that we have never forgotten. "

Forties ...

The Forties brought about a change in the economy, but this change had been brought about by WW II. The papers were full of young boys leaving their families to go overseas. The effect this had on the school was evident. At one place in the Hope Pioneer it was reported that YCL and their leader, Miss Constance Peterson, had charge of war bonds and stamp sales in the school for the past months. They collected $730.85.

The Forties also brought about changes in school faculty. Alvin Unruh became the new superintendent in 1941. He also proved to be a very good basketball coach.

Sports were very important in the '40s, especially the girls' teams, but this was not all. Ellsbury #90 attended the Barnes County One-Act Play Contest. This consisted of all the rural schools going to State Teachers College in Valley City and presenting their one-act play. In 1941 LaRene Young, the 7th and 8th grade teacher directed the high school play, entitled "Bill's Wife." The characters were Milton Carico, Henry Lutiens, Maurice Kingston, Bonnie McKay, Gladys Swick and Audrey Aarstad. This annual event continued for several years.

The School Board members in 1944 were T.J. Kingston, F.W. Abraham and William Wittkop._ They made the decision to discontinue high school classes in the year 1944-45. The students attended many schools including: Oriska, Page and Valley City. In talking with people who were students during this time, it was said that it was very upsetting, especially to the seniors, and the girls basketball team.

Fif ties  ...

The 1950s were an exciting time for the students of Pillsbury. WW I I was now a thing of the past. The (Korean War was luckily ending and the students were on a roll. Fashions changed drastically as did the music and the students of P.H.S. were not left in the dust.

Play Day was no longer in existence, but there was now a "School Carnival" to replace the fun. The highlight of these events was the crowning of the King and Queen. In 1951 the candidates were: Freshmen - Don Morton and Bev Hinricks, Sophomores - Delbert Levi and Selma Wisted, Juniors - Arnold Odenard and Elizabeth Smith, and the Seniors were Duane Anderson and Nola Keyes. The crowns were presented to Delbert Levi and Nola Keyes.

There were also games for everyone and a lunch served by the parents. Often the school plays were presented at these events, along with routines done bythe elementary classes.

Other extracurricular events included the organizing of the Junior-Senior Banquet and Prom, Y.C.L., which taught the value of citizenship to many young Americans, the recitations of declamations and of course the basketball, track and later baseball teams.

The primary concern of education never faltered from the Halls of Ivy, and recorded in the Times-Record were school: achievements such as the honor roll for the high school and class successes for the elementary. In 1953, SheryI Lemley, Bonnie Karges, Sally Nielson and Judy Kingston were recorded as having 100s in spelling for a period of 6 weeks. It was during the latter 1950s that the school yearbook was begun and also a newspaper.

The music program at P.H.S. began to improve, especially under the guidance of Mr. Lyle Peterson. Many of his students achieved high ratings at the music festivals and Duane Burchill was even auditioned to sing with the Columbia Boys Chorus.

Agnes Mitzel, a graduate of the '50s has many memories of that romantic era. In her writing, she shares ...

" Remember when .. "You" would have to write a theme or walk the steps ten times because "you" took two steps at a time or slid down the banister? The boys would miss the first six weeks of school to thrash or combine and get the fall work done! No more sack lunches in the lunchroom - tables fell while eating and food all over - only a few injured slightly! The sauerkraut and wieners, tomato soup, beef commodities from the government - homemade buns and good barbecue? Driving around town during noon hour and sitting in the cars with your boyfriend and the younger grades peeking in the window?

The white bucks and pink jeans, saddle shoes, long shirts, sack dresses, bobby socks, medallions, clip earrings, scarves around the neck, the can cans, hoops, school dances, Elvis Presley, Sweet

Sixteen birthdays, walking uptown for a candy bar, candy sales?

Initiation would start off the year, like dressing up and walking around school all day as babies, pigtails, applying makeup to boys and dressing them as girls, eating raw eggs, spaghetti and telling us it was worms when we put our hands in the dish of spaghetti.

The carnivals were an all-day affair and the next day was clean-up .day! The older classes would start decorating at 9:00 a.m. and the younger classes would be dismissed at 1:00 to finish the other rooms. The carnival would be a moneymaker for the school for the year.

Each room had its own private games. The primary room had all the fun things for smaller children like the fishing pond and the fortune teller all dressed in turban and robe. The makeup clown type made up a face and at the end of the night a person's face would sting and be sore from the strong makeup they smeared on one's face. Pick a duck number and win a prize.

A room for bingo was the intermediate room, all prizes were donated by the local merchants and maybe from Valley City and Hope. Teachers and students would call numbers until they were hoarse. Most of the time you couldn't find a chair to sit on. All the desks were removed from the room and planks were put on saw horses to make tables in a square. The bingo callers were in the middle, one calling each direction so people could hear. The library was the ticket office. The upstairs 7th- and 8th-grade room had the cake walk. A piano played instead of records.

Of course the- lunch room held goodies, barbecues, hotdogs, pie, bars, cake and pop. All the mothers had to furnish and work. The gym downstairs next to the lunchroom had basketball throws and different games. Of course most of all was the confetti each one could throw around.

The carnival was always held in October, rain snow or shine. In the late Fifties the carnival was held in the Wildlife Hall. It would be roped off for each concession. The early Fifties we always had a dance after the carnival, my for fun, everybody learned how to dance.

The king and queen were crowned. I n the early years jars for each candidate would be placed in every room at the carnival and uptown a week before to put money in for each candidate, one cent per vote.. This was a great festival in the.fall.

Basketball was practiced _only during phy-ed not too many stayed after school for practice, maybe the only time stayed after was for punishment of not getting work done or talking or chewing gum. Maybe ten games were played during the season, going as far as Dazey, Hope, Luverne, Rogers and Leal, which were probably the main towns played. Remember when the girls played half the court and couldn't walk over the line? Of course in 1954 the new hall was built and we would have to walk to practice in the rain, sunshine, snowdrifts, blizzards, dust storms, or mud puddles. If you were lucky, a person could catch a ride. Don't forget we made headlines in the newspaper and news on radio when the mouse ran across the floor during a girls' basketball game. Everyone scattered. The poor mouse! The stage and a few feet of the playing floor was the only

seating room for a basketball game.

In the early Fifties at the Barnes County Basketball Tournaments the high school students would stay at the Rudolf Hotel for three nights because it would cost too much for gas to drive back: and forth. Who were the guilty ones sneaking out of their rooms at night? This is how the money they made on carnivals was spent.

Don't forget about cheerleaders. We even had boys cheerleading in the middle Fifties for the girls' games! The cheerleading skirts and sweaters were' passed down from year to year for "ten" years. No, they weren't bought new each year. Remember the one-act plays in the fall. In the middle Fifties the classes won first in Valley City's One-Act Play Contest. There would be play practice at night and oh what fun!

Christmas programs were great in those years. High school students would take part and have a play for the Christmas program. In the early Fifties they had a dramatic Christmas play which was very impressionable. The younger grades would have to practice in the old gym walking to and from the hall, a big deal to get out of school - the high school to the gym. Santa Claus would come and little kids would sit on his knee to tell what they wanted for Christmas. Apples and big sacks of candy would be given to everybody.

The hayrides from fall to Christmas and after were fun, horses drawing the hayracks and later tractors took the horses' place. Also the home parties-we pushed all tables and chairs out of the kitchen and would play the radio to dance all night. Everyone would gather around the piano and would sing all kinds of songs.

At Winter Show time, school would be dismissed or nobody would be counted absent for going to the Winter Show. Some would have cattle and stay down all week.

Declamations - a new dress had to be bought. If one would win, they would go to Valley City. Spelling Bees were popular! Music Festivals were in Valley City, a whole day affair, groups would perform in morning and afternoon- if your group won they would perform that night. In the middle Fifties a glee club was formed of only girls! Track meets were always looked forward to; you either froze or were very sun burned!

Eighth Grade graduations, diplomas, the new suitor dress - many students would quit school` after the 8th grade.

High School Graduation in the old gym would be

neat trying to cover the old furnace. One year a class covered it with paper flowers. After listening to a speaker for one hour all the graduates and friends would go to a Friday night dance at Sibley or school picnics were held in Valley City, Sibley and Kenneth Burchill's farm for many years for the grades. Ice cream would be kept frozen on dry ice, teachers and mothers would worry the students would get burned from the dry ice. One year, a truck was driven to Valley City, some kids jumped and they could see their bodies above the truck box driving down Highway 32. No trucks were ever driven down again. Senior trips were taken to Minneapolis, the Black Hills, etc.

The Fifties were great fun and full of laughs and tears. Let's proudly sing our Pillsbury School Song.

Pillsbury High School, hats off to you! Rah Rah Rah, Yea for Pillsbury High!! !"

A time of fun, education and change, the Fifties are still thought of as the perfect era in which to grow.

Sixties ...

Pillsbury had been in existence a long time by the time the Sixties rolled along. This was a decade of many changes for the students and the world. The early Sixties were still very traditional. The mascot "Knights" had just been adopted, and the school song was being changed, but the influence of the Fifties was still very evident. The students were still allowed to pray in school and the dress was very conservative.

The very dedicated staff and school board made sure education did not stand still. Music under the direction of Mr. Lyle Peterson was flourishing. There were many special singing ensembles and soloists. _Probably the most exciting and successful year in Pillsbury's musical history was in the year 1960-61. The school paper reported that the three soloists: Nita Karges, Duane Burchill and Laurel Baker, along with the septet, girls chorus and mixed chorus all received superior or highly superior ratings. The girls septet, girls chorus and Duane Burchill sang on the radio on an evening in March of 1961.

During the 1960s and through 197n, Evie Johnson kept the music program alive. She gave one-half hour piano lessons during the school day for those interested and directed the girls choir and various other ensembles. She was also responsible for the Christmas program, graduation and whatever else came along.

A new science lab was added in 1964. This was encouraged by the federal government because of the influence of the _space program. Mr. Lowell

Loffelmacher, the new superintendent was- instrumental in getting the monies for this project which did so much to aid the students' education.

The student population was holding steady, but in the year 1964 there were no graduating seniors. They had each gone to a different school for their final year so the class of 1965 took over the jobs of the paper and yearbook with great success.

The dressing styles of the school were always an important part of student life, especially the girls! The school paper had a section called, "Fads and Fashions." As the years passed by these changes were drastic. A very controversial change was made in 1964 when girls were once again made to wear dresses. These dress styles made changes
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from below the knee to them icro mini.

The changes in hair and dress were related to the social movements going on in the country. The country of peace had once again become a country of war. P.O.D. classes changed from discussing the world war's and Korea to debating on Vietnam, protest marches, the rights of minorities and the draft. Rock and Roll was still a controversy, but now even more so with the popularity of the Beatles. Parents were not thrilled when their boys' hair went from a crew cut or a bobtail to a "Be atle cut." Thin style is one that the basketball boys had many a battle with Coach Bunde.

Another debate going on inside the school at this time was the danger of drugs. For the first time parents and teachers found it necessary to have open discussions on a practically unheard of topic. The parents promoted a program to bring in people from the drug abuse center in Bismarck. For the first time many students saw what a "joint" looked like, and heard of the dangers it entailed.

School Poems

Written around 1965 by seventh- and eighth-grade English students of Mrs. Berger and published in the school paper, "The Knight."

The days are cool, It's time for school, 1 get up so early, I'm cross and surly, Here comes the bus, It's in a big rush. I'm glad to be back, And this is a fact

By Drew Myers

Back t o school, Boo hoo hoo. The teacher:.- are new, And i bet they creid too. Now the school year has begun I'll have to give up

some of m v fun.

I'll work hard every day,

And wait for the last day in May. By Steve Willert

Back to school we will go,  Summer is now over,

Rain or shine, even snow.  School is here at last.

No one can keep the pupils away, Winter will be corning soon, And fall will then be past. Mrs. Berger is our teacher, She's new to most of us.

We'll all work hard to please her,

You hear many a happy shout.  And try not to make a fuss.

then back to school they go again,  By Becky Flatt Ready and willing they all begin.

By Susan Olson

Because that is the place they like to stay. Some may be glad when school is out,

The unpleasant school doors open again, The boys and girls come struggling in, Soon comes the meeting of new freinds, Then you see your old mates again, again and again. W'e're all dressed in our school clothes,

But after afewfights we will have a couple of rips and holes.

To some of us our teacher is new,

1J' we co-operate she will help us through. By Gary Nathan

On opening day,

Everyone wishes it was closing day. Sitting on theirstools,

Getting out their tools. Learning to write, and doing it right. Children in school, sitting on stools.

By Julie Burchill

First day of school is finally here.

1 know the teacherso there's no fear. Our pupils number exactly ten, And are ready with paper and pen. My first assignment I find

on this paper here,

and know there are mane more near. Reading and language, history, too, Math and geography are just a few.

By Mary Burchill

Seventies ...

The faculty had made many changes over the years, but "book learning" was always "number one." The ratio of students going to college was increasing all the time, and the library and text books were kept contemporary, but the statistics were evident. The school population was declining. Many of the country schools were now gone and by 1970 there were only eight Barnes County Schools left. The farms were getting bigger and the families were getting smaller.

The writing was on the wall and by 1973 the school board was making plans on dissolving Ellsbury #90. The final year was set for 1974. There would be 13 seniors that year and that would mean there would only be about 12 students in the entire high school remaining. The juniors: Mark Slater, Cindy Burchill and David Dotting decided they also wanted to graduate from Pillsbury, so they took correspondence classes during the year and were also able to graduate, making 16 seniors in the 1974 class - the largest class to graduate from Pillsbury. A very fitting ending. The remaining members of the 1974 graduating class consisted of: Curtis Bauer, Beth Byberg, Debra Carico, Jennifer Carico, Carey Flatt, Maynard Flatt, Jerome Garrahy, Kim Hanson, Teri Ihry, Michelle Lemley, Barbara Olson, Joan Sather and Debbie Sundstrom.

As the years went by Ellsbury #90 did many memorable things. Some of the most frequently mentioned memories were the old hall, the new hall, carnivals with King and Queen coronations, plays, YCL, indoor bathrooms installed in 1939 and winning basketball teams of 1927, 1943, 1944 and 1967 and last but not least, Play Day.

As research progressed for this book it became more and more evident that there was always a great deal of pride and spirit in our school. Ellsbury #90 never made national news, but throughout the years it transformed young minds into well-educated adults that have undoubtedly left their mark not only in the community but also throughout the country. It is truly a success story in the history of America.

Auction of Pillsbury School - Books and Furnishings

By Wayne Lubenow

PILLSBURY, N. D. - They got rid of all the books in the Pillsbury Public School Wednesday.

But they didn't burn them.

Instead they sold them, at least 5,000 - all the books in the school. Along the way they sold everything else in the school, too.

At least 300 persons attended a public auction where the school gear went under the hammer. The sale was the result of the Pillsbury School Board's decision to close her down.

Reason? Not enough kids left to run a school economically and well. Last school year, there were 67 kids in the 12-grades. Next fall, there'd have been nine kids in high school.

So the youngsters will be farmed out to area schools until the Pillsbury district is annexed into another dis
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Auction Sale continued -

trict. Most of them will wind up in Page and Luverne.

But or' Wednesday, the kids and the parents and a lot of other people were there, bidding it up for everything from water coolers ($50-) to lockers ($32,50) to a copy of Stuart's unfinished portrait of George Washington ($13.50).

When they weren't bidding, folks wandered through the tired, two-story brick school building. It still bore traces of use:

• Class pictures from the late '50s through the '60s - five, six and eight students in a class.

• A chalk-written notice on the middle-grade's blackboard: "Bring 75c for skating tomorrow at Sibley."

• !In one cloak room, the names still tacked over the coat hooks: Marvin, Danny, Mark, Tim, Tony, Mrs. Hovland.

• The ubiquitous graffiti: "Chris and Dale true love." "Robin and Lynnell they kissed." "Jeff and nobody."

Display cases still held trophies of athletics past, and the consensus is that they'll be removed and saved for further show, probably in the wildlife building.

Auctioneer Tony Heinze of Dazey, N. D., kept the sale rolling right along. School board members expressed. not only satisfaction but surprise at the high prices the stuff brought

American history maps, $11.50; typewriters, $60 each; pencil. sharpeners, $2.50 each; 19 wooden folding chairs, $4.50 each; toilet paper, $7 a box; Webster's New International Dictionary (unabridged) $6.50; trampoline, $26; ten maroon, gold and white basketball uniforms, $10; five maroon and gold cheerleader outfits, $6; basketballs, $19 each; baseball bats, $2 each.

But about those books. They were piled in bundles and boxes, as many as a dozen in. a bundle, with the encyclopedias boxed in sets.

Bidding started at a high of $16, buyer's.choice. Thus went, the encyclopedias. From there, bidding dropped w $3 a bundle, to a dollar, 50 cents, a quarter.

After everyone got all the books they wanted at a quarter a bundle, there were at least 2,000 books left; whole dozens of New Basic Readers, world history texts, civics, basic life science, Gregg dictation simplified, applied business law.

Some one asked the school board president, Merle Flatt, what they'd do with all those books if they couldn't sell them.

"Would you burn them?" the questioner suggested. Flatt considered the possibility with alarm. "Good Lord, no," he said. "We don't need that kind of attention."

(Students of North Dakota book burnings will recall that Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse Five" was burned in Drake not long ago. A fast survey of the Pills--bury offering failed to turn up that book, but there was a copy of "Ann Landers Talks to Teenagers About Sex." It sold as part of a quarter bundle.)

The last 2,000 volumes were split into two piles. One sold for $1.50 to Eddie Everson of Hawley, Minn.

The last thousand or so went to Ed Beglau of Valley City, N. D,, for a dollar. That's not a dollar a book - that's a dollar for the works, one-tenth of a cent a volume:.

Why did they buy them? Everson shifted his cigar from one side to another, grinned and sai..l: "I'm darned if.I know."

Beglau, piling books into a pickup, said he'll_ sell thern at another auction sale.

No one said anything about burning any of them.

Demolition of Old

Pillsbury School Structure xr

Pictured is the old Pillsbury School just before being torn down during March of 1981.

After wrapping the structure with cable, it took the Heinze Land Clearing firm approximately only 45 minutes to pull down the old school with bulldozers.

Another view of the tumbling school structure during its demolition.
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Ellsbury School District #90 Summary of School District Changes

Bal

School District #14 was formed May 12, 1881 and consisted of two townships,

dwin and Ellsbury, and was called Ellsbury School District #14. * * *  * * *

On

Distric

March 16, 1885, the north half of Ellsbury Township was taken from School

#14 to form a new school district, Ellsbury #80.

* * * * * * * *

On Ja Townshipw School Distr

uary 3, 1894, nine and one-half sections in the northwest corner of Ellsbury ere taken from Ellsbury District #80 and Moe District #88 to form Ellsbury ict #90.

On July 13, made Baldwin S Ellsbury School

2, Ellsbury School District #8.0 was attached to Ellsbury School . th a section from Moe District #88 and two and one-half sections trict #89. Ellsbury Township became one school district known istrict #90. A new school building was built in the town of rural schools were closed.

On July 13, 191 District #90 along wi from Minnie Lake Di

as Ellsbury School D Pillsbury, and the three

school districts closed their schools and joined larger s. In 1956, parts of School Districts #81 (Baldwin), #88 nie Lake) were attached to Ellsbury School District #90. ie School District #67 was attached to Ellsbury District

As time passed rural neighboring school distric (Minnie Lake), and #29 (Min

In 1963, part of Grand Prair #90.

In July of 1967, part of Ellsb Page School District #80 of Cass C

1912, Baldwin Township was taken from School District #14 and was chool District #81. What was left of School District #14 was attached to District#90.

ry #90 was attached to Hope School District #10 and

unty and Oriska #13 of Barnes County. * * * *  * *

#90was attached to Valley City School Distrtict

I n August of 1976, part of E I Isbur

#2 and Oriska School District#13.

On May 18, 1977, Ellsbury School Dis of the district was attached to neighborin County, Page #80 of Cass County, and Hope

Oriska #13 of Barnes County.

trict #90 ceased to exist when the remainder school districts, Willow Lake #18 of Steele #10 of Steele County, and Valley City #2 and
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School Photos Through the Decades

Pillsbury School's Beginning, Ellsbury School District #90
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School Souvenir presented at the end of the 1901-1902 school term in then, EIlsbury School District #80.

Pictured above in the left and right photos respectively are: Marjorie Comer, Mervin Keyes; and Cecil and Marjorie Comer and Evelyn and Mervin Keys. Under the direction of Lila Algeo, these `Pillsbury Kiddies" were part of the entertainment in the "Home Talent Program."

Miss Hattie Smith,

a longtime teacher of the Ellsbury School District.

Having fun getting their picture taken outside of school are Mrs. Dan McKay, Addie McKay, Eva McKee, Velma McKee, Robert Carmichael, Blanch McKay, Leonard Monear, Zella Keyes, Mae Campbell, Sadie Sharp, Ila McKee, Gus Sharp, Jeneva McKay and Addrian McKee.

A.E. Ross, a superintendent at Pillsbury School during the 'Teens, was later recognized for teaching 60 years.

1920s ...

The 7th- and 8th-grade classmates at Pillsbury school in 1927-1928 were Grace Schulz, Howard Ness, Orlin Law, Arnold Schoeppach, Rudy Norman, Vincent Pederson, Elsie Hill, Louise Schulz, Grace Hill and Minnie Jungnitsch.

Pictured to the left is the

cast members for "Neighbors," the school play in 1928, consisted of: Elsie Hill, Louise Schulz, Alene Borstad, Grace Hill, Vincent Pederson, Orlin Law, Minnie Jungnitsch, Grace Schultz, Rudy Norman (boy at right).

Standing outside of school are Richard Lee, Malcomb McKay, Clarence Keyes, Pete Campbell, Ernest Haller and Maurice Harrington.

1930s ...

Eleanor Lovsness, the school teacher in 1934.

The students in primary grades during 1930-1931.

Otto Jungnitsch, the custodian at Pillsbury School

for many years through the 1930s.

The high school students in 1934 were front row (1-r): Chester Dailey, George Lemley, Kenneth Keyes; second row (I-r): Robert Swick, Elmer Deering, Herman Graven, Gordon Kingston, Arthur Norman, Vernon Law; third row (1-r): Delta Mead, Doris Johnson, Leone Nafus, Thelma Carmichael, back row (1-r): Principal Sidney Haugen, Florence Abraham, Berniece Graven, Dorothy Halbert, Marion Borstad, Florence Anderson, Catharine Johnson, Harriet Schepic and Ida Lemley.

The 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade students in 1934 were

front row: Wally Norman, Ralph Norman, Henderson, second row: Jerry Gansell, Kelly Bar, Henderson, Raymond Swick, Maurice Kingston, Russell Barr, Virgil Carico, Richard Lee, Glenn Meat]: third row: Betty Johnson, Amy Lemley, Betty Saign, Ruth Wittkop, Kathryn Pearl, Lorraine Dorothy, Gladys Swick, Betty Lutjens, Francis Saign, Lydia Deering and the teacher, Miss Hoffman.
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In 1936, the teacher was Ivan Foss and

the students were, front row: John Kingston, Sam Lemley; back row: Vernon Lutjens, Kenneth Keyes, Frank Lemley

and Clayton Kingston.

The 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade students in 1936 were front: Lyle Herk, Mark Lemley, Betty Wittkop, Beverly McKay, Lucille Norman, Eugene Lee; middle row: Richard Lee, Carrol Burchill, Marvin Alberts, Wesley Dorothy, Milton Carico, Henry Lutjens and Billy Carico; back row: Ellen Jensen (teacher), Jack Lutjens, Lorne Burchill, Clarence Lemley, Lester Abraham, Wallace Norman, Arthur Odegaard, Miles Schoepach.

The 1936 eighth-grade class members were, front: Geroge Alberts, Jerry Ganzel, Russel Barr; back: Virgil Carico,

Ivan Fosco (teacher), and Ralph Norman.

Esther Officer (far right), was the teacher and music director for the 1936 7th-, 8th-grade and

senior high Girls Choir. The students were, front (1-r): Janet Ganzel (pianist), Betty Saign, Ruth Witlkop, Hilda Deering, an unknown individual, Violet Morgan, Lucille Graven, Lorainne Dorothy; back row: Bernice Graven, Alvera Anderson, Betty Johnson, Kathy Johnson, another unknown person, Arlene Johnson, Betty Lutjens, Frances Saign.
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Superintendent Ben Northridge and his 1936-1937 Senior Class students: Raymond Bauer, Bernice Graven, Kenneth Keyes and Arlene Johnson.

The 4th-, 4th- and 6th-grade students in 1937. They are front (1-0Merlin Sussex, Beverly Hill, Henry Lutjens, Glenn Bowe; second row (I-r): an unknown person, Billy Carico, Gene Lee, Elwin Law, Carroll Burchill, another unknown individual; Wesley Dorothy, Dennis Benesch; third row: Lucille Norman, Phyllis Dent, Kathrine Lutjens, Betty Wittkop, another unknown person, Beverly McKay, Helen Dailey,; back row: Milton Carico, Tom Lemley, Joe Schoeppach, Jack Lutjens, Lorne Burchill, Lester Abraham, Wally Norman and Miss Kerber, teacher.

The elementary grade, school faculty in 1936-1937, Helen McKay, Ellen Jensen and Esther Officer.
Instructor Helen McKay and her first-, second-, and third-grade students for year 1936 or 1937.

The 1937G lee Club members are, front: Evangeline Wisted, Ruby Skjefte, Ruth Wittkop, Bev Hill, Wayne Ellingson; back row: Violet Morgan, Lorraine Dorothy, Audrey Herk, Miss Bailey, Betty Johnson, Lucille Graven, Russell Brudevold and Kathleen Johnson (leaning in from the right).

The Pillsbury School Picnic held in 1937 for junior and senior high school students.

The high school boys in 1937 were, in front: Vernon Lutjens, Frank Lemley, Maurice Kingston, Russell Barr;

Ralph Norman, an unknown individual, Clarence Workman, Clayton Kingston, Ben Northridge (teacher),

Kelly Barr and Vernon Lutjens.

The upper elementary grade students, grades 4-6, in at Pillsbury School in 1938-1939 were, front row (1-r): Rebecca Beck, Rosalie Aarestad, Shirley Lee, Mary Ellen Bowe, Shirley Ellingson, Marlys Stemhagen, Vivian Borstad, Helen Dailey, Blanche Norman, Dorothy Deering, Jane Kingston, Dorothy Odegard; second row (1-r): Eugene Lee, Carroll Burchill, Tommy Morgan, Lawrence Workman, Robert Dorothy, Willis McKay, Bruce McKay, Earl Herk, Mark Lemley, Jack McKay, Richard Lee Jr.; back row (1-r): Arthur Odegard, Billy Carico, Stanley Kingston, Beverly McKa~, Norma Wisted, Lucille Norman, Marjorie Fox, LaVerne Skjefte, Wesley Dorothy, Wallace Skjefte and Ellen Jensen, teacher (standing).

The 1938-39 seventh- and eighth-grade youth are, front (l-r): Henry Lutjens, Milton Carico, Sam Beck, Kermit Wisted, Glenn Bowe, Lyle Herk; middle row: Jack Lutjens, Marvin Alberts, Lorne Burchill, Stanley Workman, Lester Abraham, Albert Beck, Wallace Norman, Joe Schoeppach; back: Lorraine Workman, Betty Wittkop, Audrey Aarestad and the teacher, Walter Seldahl.

Helen McKay, one of the teachers in the 1930s.

A few of  outer students in the 193,s, Sam Lemley, Harriet Schoeppach, Marion Borstad,John Kingston, Ernest Meyer and Doris Rock.

Ellen Jensen, an elementary teacher in 1938.

AI Unruh, the Pillsbury school superintendent in 1941.

Pictur d above are the cast members for a school play in the 1940s. They were: Bob Dorothy, Elmo Wisted, Willis McKay, Jane Kingston, Florence Hendricks, Ruth Linerud, Marge Tuenge. The directing teacher for the play was Mrs. Debroe.

The sixth-grade students in 1943 were: Jens Jorgenson, Ilia Stevenson, Kenneth Stevenson, Ray Franklin Jorgenson, Ted Kapaun, Jeanne Eberly and Joy Rude.

After winning at the 1941 M usic Festival, the music students, Marvin Alberts, Russell Brudevold, Lester Abraham and Ruben Skjefte stand in front of the

KOVC Radio Station before recording their winning numbers for airing.

1940s ...

The elementary students during the early 1940s. They are front: Lawrence Workman, Lucille Fox, Lois Abraham, Everett Aarestad, an unknown individual; second row: Vivian Borstad, Rebecca Beck, Dorothy Odegard, Jane Kingston, Shirley Ellingson, Rosella Aarestad; third row: Blanche Norman, Robert Dorothy, Willis McKay, Tom Morgan; and back row: Elsie Eide, Dennis Benesch, Gene Lee, Wallace Skjefte and Stanley Kingston.
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The 5th-grade class in 1945-46. Standing in the foreground are: Allen Carico, Katherine Smith, Jeanne Eberley, an unknown person, Lyle Hicks, Curtis Carico; back: Alvin Debore, Dolores Anderson, Arnie Odegaard and Ted Kapaun.

The 7th-grade boys in 1944-45. They are Conrad Olsen, Glenn Hanson and

Joe Linerud.

The teachers in 1946-47 were Miss Arlene Elm and Betty Berntson.

Pictured are Dorothy Mathiesen, Lawrence Workman, Dona Norman, Bob Dorothy, two unknown individuals and Kenney Stevenson.

Jerry Ghylin, the 7th- and 8th-grade teacher in 1946.
The Intermediate Room gathering around

the merry-go-round.
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Pictured in front of the Pillsbury School in 1945 are, seated: Marion Smith,

Ilia Stevenson, Lois Abraham, Joan McKay; standing: Joe Linerud, Glen Hanson, Conrad Johnson and Miss Gould.

The Intermediate Room classmates in 1945-46 were: front: Teddy McKay, Lynn Wilson, Selma Wisted, Irene Hanson, Louise Lee, Phyllis Johnson, Marvin Flatt; middle row: Katherine Smith, Jeanne Eberle, Alva Baker, Lyle Hicks, Alvin De Boer, Curtis Carico, Teddy Kaupan, Susie Lutjens, Allen Carico; back row: Laurence Levine, Delores Anderson, Joan DeBoer, L.O., Edith Kingston, Signe Lee, Nola Keyes and Luella Burchill.

The junior high students in the latter '40s were: Marion Smith, Lillian Levi, Borghild Culp, Norma Hicks, Ilia Stevenson, Jean McKay, Lois Abraham, Harmon Wisted, Joe Linerud and Glen Hanson.

Katherine Smith ('53 graduate), stands in front of the old school hall building, located west of the school house.

75.

The members of the Intermediate Room in 1949-50 were, front row: Sylvia Dailey, Sheryl Lemley, Shirley Linerud, Judy Mckay, Kenny Baker, Muriel Olson, Chuck Levin, Norman Wisted; middle row: Arden Lemley, Evie Carico, Janice Borstad, Corky Bellon, Jerome Norman, JoAnn Jensen, Jean Woyak, Jackie McKay; back row: Bobby Levin, Patty Lee, Gale Bellon, Sonja Olson, Dale Burchill, Maynard Burchill and Jerry Borstad. The

teacher was Miss Anderson.

1950s ...

The Senior Class of 1952 and school faculty at the Junior-Senior Banquet in the Baldwin Church basement. Standing (1-r) are: Alva Baker, Nola Keyes, Luella Burchill, Susie Lutjens, Edith Kingston, Duane Anderson and teachers, Mr. Wellenton and Mr. Herrickson.

The 1950 Senior Class consisted of, front: Marvin Rhodes, Bob Lee; back: Joanne Baker, Marlys McKay and Janet Carico.

The 1952 junior class at the Junior Senior Banquet. Standing (1-r) are: Katherine Smith, Shirley

Bellon, Arnie Odegaard, Elizabeth Smith, Teddy Kapaun and Delores Anderson.

Pillsbury Class Has Reunion

The Pillsbury high school class  Anderson of Pillsbury and Mrs. - of 1952 gathered at the Floyd .Wendell Anderson (Luella BurBaker home for ai reunion Tues- chill) of Dazey who gave birth day afternoon.  to a new son, Saturday, July 24. Those present were: Mrs. Mike Mgrs. Ron Lien (Katherine Smith) Larson (Marilyn Latiens) and Kennewick, Washington, was a family, Riverside, Calif.; Mrs. guest.

Joe Mi'l'der (Alva Baker) and After lunch the group called family, Paughkeepsie, New Yo- on Miss Hattie Smith, their prirk; Mrs. Joe Sparkman (Nola maryteacher. That'evening Mrs. Keyes) and family, Vincennes, Joe Miller and Mrs. Mike LarInd'.; Mrs. Cal Greatsinger (Ed- son drove to Valley City to visit ith Kingston) and family, Gree- Mrs. Wendell Anderson and son ley, Colorado.  at Mercy Hospital.

'Unable to attend were Duane

Newspaper clipping of Class of '52 Reunion.
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Getting initiated into the '52 freshman class (I-r): Arlene Jensen, Jean Wilson, Agnes Anderson (background), Mike Grabowski, Bonnie Hicks, Connie McKay, Susan Kapaun, Diane Myers and Richard Thum (background, right).

"Paint the Town Red" was the banquet theme for the first prom event held in 1958.

A few of the students on the dance floor at the first prom.

The 7th- and 8th-grade classes in 1957-58. Maurice Haugen was the teacher and the students were, front: Clayton Wilson, Harley Hoff, Terry McKay, Carol Burchill, Etta Carico, Phyllis Myer, Nita Karges, Gary Gunderson; back row: Dave Bauer, Kaye Norman, Janice Levin, Tom Kingston, Carol Bellon, Carolyn Olson, Diane Smith and Laurel Baker.

Gayle Lemley and Clark Lemley were

two Declamation winners who went to Valley City. Their teachers were Barbara Braunberger and Nola Sparkman.

The 1st-, 2nd- and 3rd-grade classes in 1958-59. The teacher was Nola Sparkman and the students were, front: Nancy Levin, Kathy Gunderson, JoAnn Abraham, Lyle Hanson, Mike Flatt, Corinne Baker, Peggy Zerface; back row: Clark Lemley, Susan Olson, Drew Myer, Gary Nathan, Becky Flatt, Mary Lynn Burchill and Vicki Larson.
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Nola Sparkman supervised a baton twirling group in the late '50s and early '60s. Pictured are, front: Kathy Gunderson, Corinne Baker, Nancy Nielson, Janet Burchill, Kelcey Flatt, JoAnn Abraham; second row: Becky Flatt, Susan Olson, Mary Lynn Burchill, Peggy Zerface, Nancy Levin; third row: Marilyn Larson, Rita Levin, Debby Flatt, Kathy Olson, and Linda Gunderson.

In 1959, the school royalty was Queen Gale Bellon and King Dennis Nathan.
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The members of the'59Boys Glee Club were, front: Tommy Kingston, David Bauer, Dennis Nathan, Pat Maxwell; Maynard Burchill; second row: Michael Lemley, Terry McKay, Arden Lemley, Norman Wisted, Mr. Peterson, director; third row: Harley Hoff, Jerry Borstad, Jerome Norman. Gordon Myer.

Not pictured was Gary Gunderson.

1960s ...

During a basketball game, several elementary baton twirlers performed under the direction of Nola Sparkman.

Paul Gunderson, a long-time and well-loved custodian/bus driver at Pillsbury School.

Another view of the 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade class. In the front is: Vicki Larson, Peggy Zerface, Karen Hock; second row: Randy Jess, Debbie Flatt, Kathy Olson, Reid Wilson. The teacher was Mrs. Braunberger.

In May 1960, the 1st-, 2nd- and 3rd-grade students were, front: Virginia Lee, Jenine Olson, Deborah Hock, Harold Zerface, Jerrold Sundstrom; second row: Kathy Gunderson, Nancy Levin, Corinne Baker, Kelcey Flatt, Billy Larson, Mike Flatt; JoAna Abraham, third row: Clark Lemley, Becky Flatt, Drew Myer, Susan Olson, Gary Nathan and Mary Lynn Burchill.

The 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade class in the September of 1960-61. Seated are, first row (left): Debbie Flatt, Kathy Olson, Reid Wilson; second row (middle): Harvey Abraham, Janet Burchill, Linda Gunderson, Rita Levin, Nancy Nielson; third row (right): Gayle Lemley, Karen Olson, Gordon Sundstrom, Darlene Hoff

and Harvey Carico.

The 1962-63 school royalty were Queen Judy Kingston and King Mike Lemley.
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Gathering around the

water fountain in 1962 were: Carolyn Olson, Nita Karges, Phyllis Myer and Diana Smith.

Selma Tuenge,

4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade teacher.

The School Board in the 1960s. Seated are: Charlene Lemley, George Lemley, Velma Smith; back row: Archie Olson, Gordon Myer, Merle Flatt and Svend Svenningsen.
Two of Pillsbury's bus drivers were Lynn Wilson and Paul Gunderson.
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In 1962, several girls huddle

outside together. They are front: Judy Kingston, Sue Levin; back: Alice Johnson, Sharon Slater, Paulette Gunderson and Marilyn Larson.

Mixed Chorus in 1963 consisted of, front: Duane Sather, Steve Willert, Vicki Larson, Beverly Sather, Darlene Hoff, Harvey Carico, Gayle Lemley, Rena Johnson, Nancy Nielson, Janet Burchill, Karen Olson, Reid Wilson; second row: Carolyn Olson, Debby Flatt, Marilyn Larson, Kathy Olson, Rita Levin, Phyllis Myer, Sally Nielson, Judy Kingston,

Sharon Slater, Sue Levin, Paulette Gunderson, Kaye Norman, Nita Karges,; back row: Russell Burchill, Thomas Sather, Steve West, Duane Burchill, William West, Ronald Baker, David Bauer, Gordon Sundstorm, Robert Johnson, Harley Hoff, Randy Jess, Delroy Johnson, Harvey Abraham. Not pictured are Linda Gunderson and Lyle Peterson, director.

Luvia Flatt and Babe Carico, two of the greatly-remembered cooks at Pillsbury School.

The graduating Class of 1965

was made up of, front (1-r): Russell Burchill, Tom Sather, Sue Levin, Sharon Slater, Marilyn Larson, Paulette Gunderson; back:

Jerry Leadbetter, Duane Burchill.

The 1966 Beginners Band, front: Lori Gierke, Pam Gisi,_Joan Garrahy,

Cindy Burchill, Jr. Carico, Carey Flatt, Jerry Garrahy, Beth Byberg, Jennifer Carico, Russel Gierke, Roger Carico, Maynard Flatt, Mike Garrahy, Teri Ihry, Susan Sather, Linda Burchill, Michelle Lemley, Joan Sather, Debra Carico, Nanette Svenningsen, Darlene Burchill, Corinne Baker, Kelcey Flatt, Becky Flatt and Jenine Olson.

Jerrold Sundstrom being initiated in the fall of 1967.

The Pillsbury students participating in the TV program event, "Teen Quiz" in February of 1968. They are Mary Lynn Burchill, Jim Rohn, Clark Lemley, Becky Burchill and Julie Burchill.

Ready with their buzzers are the contestants. MaryLynn Burchill, Clark Lemley and Julie Burchill won this round.

George Wieland, social science teacher and coach in the middle '60s.

Working in the science lab are Warren Ihry and Rick Willert.

During the bad winter of 1969, students had to move from their homes to homes in town or along the highway. All these children

stayed at the Lorne Burchill home. They are front: Allan Burchill, Robin Svenningsen, Beth Byberg; second row: Darlene Burchill, Joan Sather, Mary Burchill, Cindy Burchill, Susan Sather; back: Perry Burchill and Nanette Svenningsen.
Pete Bunde, science  Evy Johnson, music instructor from 1963-1974.

teacher and coach  She taught music, played piano for programs

from 1965-1969.  and high school activities and gave piano lessons for up to 20 students a week.

1970s ...

The Girls Chorus in 1970 under the direction of Evy Johnson was made up of, front:

Jennifer Carico, Susan Sather, Kathy Gunderson, Barbara Olson, JoAnn Abraham, Debbie Sundstrom, Beth Byberg; back: Debra Carico, Margaret Dotting, Nanette Svenningsen,

Linda Burchill, Corinne Baker, Nancy Levin, Jenine Olson, Jean Dotting.
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Sheryl Langdahl, an English teacher in the early '70s

The Senior Class Officers in 1970 were: Darlene Burchill, treasurer; Corinne Baker, secretary; Mike Flatt, Dwight Lockwood, Nancy Levin, president; and JoAnn Abraham, vice president.

Two of the school cooks in 1973 were Luvia Flatt and Blanche Christianson.

The other'73 school cooks were (top, left photo): Lorraine Olson and Helen Slater and (top, right photo): Babe Carico.

The graduating 1971 P.H.S. Senior Class members were (1-r): Jerrold Sundstrom, -'erry Burchill, Jenine Olson

and Susan Sather.

The Junior Class Officers in 1972 were: Roger Carico, vice president; Jean Dotting, president and Mike Garrahy, secretary.

Maynard Flatt in typing class in 1973.
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The 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade classes in 1974. The students are, front: Darcy Hanson, Karen McBeain, middle: Lori Burchill, Jane Ihry, Vicki Boutiette,

Barbara McBeain, Mary Berger; and back: Dale Dotting, David McBeain, Lynell Henricks, Tom Berger, Kevin Henricks, Todd Burchill and David Altringer.

Having fun getting their picture taken in 1970 are: Lori. Itringer, Carey Flatt, Darcey Hanson (on

Carey's shoulders), Kim Hanson, Curt Bauer, Joan Garrahy and Jerry Garrahy.

The 1974 graduation class under their motto, "Blessings Come Both Large and Small; We Can't Begin to Count Them All." The senior girls were: Cindy Burchill, Jennifer Carico,

Barb Olson, Teri Ihry, Joan Sather, Debra Carico, Michelle Lemley, Beth Byberg, Debbie Sundstrom; and the senior boys were: Carey Flatt, Jerry Garrahy, Maynard Flatt, Curt Bauer, David Dotting, Kim Hanson and Mark Slater.
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The Starting Years of Pillsbury School Teachers from 1912-1974

Enough cannot be said about the importance of good teachers. Throughout the 60-year history of Ellsbury #90 a great many trained professionals helped shape minds and lives of many young people. A very understated "Thank You!" goes out

to these men and women.

(A new teacher is listed in the year in he/she came. Any teacher not listed has our sincerest apologies.)

which

1912  1934

Carolyn Wood  Vera Smith Helen Rustad

1935

Sylvia Kerber Ivan Fosse

1914

Olive Cole MableMilton Hattie Smith Carolyn Wood Margaret Farnsworth

1936

Ben NorthridgeJr.

1916  Esther Officer

A.E. Ross  Ellen Jensen

Lucy Gray  Helen McKay

1917

Katherine Conroy Elsie K roll

1919

Louise Jassperson A.C. Anderson Elsie Suelty Blanche Spall Katherine McKay, Marguerite Black Mary Mc.Millaw

1920

H.A. Watson Mildred Nash Lew Shrum

1922

Fredda Moore Iva McCrary

1923

Evelyn Sloan Lila Finley Blanche Morgan

1926

Alfren Feldman Katherine Bale

1927

Edith Northridge - Marguerite Flahaven

1930

Kenia Hayes Katherine Locken J.H. Arnbeuhe E.M. Henrickson Luella Hogle S.M. Haugen

1931

Thelma Stemm

1932

Dorothy Hoffman Elenore Lovsness

1938

Dorothy Bailey Mable Reko

La Rene Young Elsie Eide Mair Green

1940

Bernice Graven J.L. Thompson Mrs. H.J. De Boer

1941

Alvin Unruh Edyth Gould

1942

A.E. Darkenwald

1943

Clara Hoven Nina Vanwinkle R.M. Risser Constance Peterson Mrs. Gerald Flickenger

1946

Helen Sevenson Kathryn Barr Nettie Plimie

1948

Millie Ditlabough - James Muldoon

1949

Alice Anderson Mrs. John Bruns Sarah.Mulsoon

1950

Clara Saewert Adda Woicik

1951

Dorothy Olson

Mrs. Lloyd Johnson

1952

Toralf Henrickson Warren Johnson Vernon Wellington Mrs. Alice Maine

1953

Lois Hanson Otto Evenson Earl Kruschwitz Mr. Adolf Soroos

1955

Forest Owens Darrell R. Ehlerrt

1956

Maurice Haugen

1957

Nola Sparkman Barbara Braunberger Robert Fetch

1958

Lyle Peterson Mrs. Otto Evenson

1959

Donald Nelson

1960

Alfred Berstson Mrs. Allen Larson Charlotte Levi Richard Davidson Hulda Cink

Duane Hovland Pat Olson Susan Bellon Linda Carter

1962

Hazel Jakes  Rose Hovland

Mrs. Kenneth Nordquist .  Vickie Boutiette Gary'Bryngelson

Paul Locken Selma Tuenge Maxine Berger Gerald Gellner

1963

Lowell Loffelmacher George W ieland Nancy Loffelmacher

1965

Fern W right

1966

Elaine Hill

La VanneJuliuson

1967

John Page Olga Page Ray Daschendorf

1968

Duane Skare Hulda Cink

1969

Dwight Lockwood Jerome Josewski SherylLangdahl June Braisted Violet Grage

1970

Susan Bellon Bonnie Josewski Duane Hovland

1971

Verne Huber Gwen Klein

1972

Gayle Burchill Rose Hovland Mary Jewett

1973-74 The Last Leaders of Pillsbury High School
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Pillsbury School Graduates

1922

Louise Campbell Eulalia Crawley

1923

Zella Keyes Marie Lee

1924

Richard Jarvis Lester Smith Sidney Kurtz

1925

Robert Carmichael Maurice Harrington Addie McKay Walter Trembley

1926

Leona Jarvis

1927

Charlotte Campbell George Carmichael Clara Lemley

W aldo W ittkop

1928

Catherine Campbell Laverne Harrington Ethel Harding EthelJohnson Alma Lee

Tina Lee

Arvid Schoeppach

1929

LaVona Schoeppach

1930

Clarice Boyer Leonard Pitney Sidney Pitney Esther Wittkop

1931

Alene Borstad Evelyn Carmichael Wallace Carmichael Mabel Eggers Louella Harrington Viola Kranker Leona Law Blanche McKay Francis McKay ..

1932

Grace Hill

Minnie Jungnitsch

1933

Orlin Law

1934

Doris Johnson Ida Lemley Arthur Norman

1935 FlorenceAbraham Florence Anderson Thelma Charmichael Elmer Deering Herman Graven Dorothy Halbert Gordon Kingston George Lemley Leone Nafus

1936

Marion Borstad John Kingston Samuel Lemley Ernest Meyer Doris Rock

Harriet Schoeppach

1937

Raymond Bauer Bernice Graven ArleneJohnson Kenneth Keyes

1938

Alvera Anderson Audrey Herk

1939

George Dorothy Luci I le Graven Kathy Johnson Clayton Kingston Frank Lemley Vernon Lutiens Violet Morgan Clarence Workman

1940

George Alberts Russell Barr Lorraine Dorothy Joyce Herk Ralph Norman Ruby Skiefte

1941

Russell Brudevold Alda Person Rueben Skiefte Evangeline W isted

1942

Calvin Barr Margaret Fox Mildred Fox Maurice Kingston Bonnie McKay Ruth W ittkop

1943

Milton Carico Helen Linerud Solveig Linerud Gladys Swick Bette W ittkop

1944-45

No school held these years.

1946

Florence Henrichs Jane Kingston Ruth Linerud Dorothy Odegaard Margery Tuenge

1947

Robert Dorothy Dorothy Grebb Geraldine Hicks Bettye Kessinger Dona McKay Delores Tuenge

1948

Lois Abraham Glenn Hanson June McKay Gerald Moe

1949

Norma Hicks Jean McKay Marion Smith Harmon Wisted Gwen Anderson

1950

Joanne Baker Janet Carico Robert Lee Marlys Workman Marvin Rhodes

1951

Arvin Keyes Lillian Levi Gunda Linerud Lloyd Smith Ivan W isted

1952

Duane Anderson Alva Baker Luella Burchill Nola Keyes Edith Kingston Marilyn Lutiens

1953

Doloris Anderson Shirley Bellon Theodore Kapaun Arnie Odegaard ElizabethSmith Katherine Smith

1954

Irene Hanson - Delbert Levi Lynn Wilson Selma Wisted

1955

Grace Anderson Dean Karges Donald Morton Dorothy Morton Vadne W ilson

1956

Maxine Bellon Harley Braunberger Nyle Burchill Shirley Burchill Marilyn Levin Jerry Norman

1957

Diana Baasch Darlene Smith Karen W ittkop

1958 AgnesAnderson Carol Baker Arlene Jensen Susan Kapaun Connie McKay Jean Wilson

1959

Gale Bellon Janice Borstad Jerry Borstad Maynard Burchill Evie Carico JoAnnJensen Arden Lemley Patrick Maxwell Jackie McKay

1960

Bonnie Karges Sheryl Lemley Bridgett Maxwel I Dennis Nathan Jerome Norman Carol Sundstrom Norman Wisted

1961

Harold BellonJr. Charles Levin Gordon /\Ayer J r. David Berntson

1962

Laurel Baker Carol Bellon Carol Burchill Etta Carico Gary Gunderson Thomas Kingston Janice Levin Diana Smith Clayton Wilson

1963

David Bauer Harley Hoff Nita Karges Terry McKay PhyllisMyer Kaye Norman Carolyn Olson

1964

No graduating class.

1965

Duane Burchill Russell Burchill Paulette Gunderson RenaJohnson Robert Johnson Marilyn Larson Jerry Leadbetter Sue Levin

Thomas Sather Sharon Slater William West

1966

Harvey Carico Gayle Lemley Karen Olson Beverly Sather Gordon Sundstrom

1967

Harvey Abraham Janet Burchill Debbie Flatt Linda Gunderson Randy Jess James Leadbetter Rita Levin

Kathy Olson Duane Sather Steven West Reid Wilson

1968

Vicki Larson Mickey Svenningsen Steven W i I lert

1969

Julie Burchill

Mary Lynn Burchill Becky Flatt

Clark Lemley Drew Myer Gary Nathan Susan Olson

1970

JoAnn Abraham Corrine Baker Darlene Burchill Kelcey Flatt Michael Flatt Kathy Gunderson Randy Leadbetter Nancy Levin Cindy W illert

1971

Perry Burchill Jenine Olson Susan Sather Jerrold Sundstrom

1972

Linda Burchill Jean Hanson Lyle Hanson Warren Ihry Nanette Svenningsen Rick Willert

1973

Roger Carico Jean Dotting Michael Garrahy

1974

Curtis Bauer Cindy Burchill Beth Byberg Debra Carico Jennifer Carico David Dotting Carey FIatt Maynard Flatt Jerry Garrahy Kim Hanson Teri Ihry Michelle Lemley Barbara Olson Joan Sather Mark Slater Debbie Sundstrom

Other Students Who

Attended Pillsbury High School

Ervin Campbell Robert Finley Ed Thilmony Neita Schoeppach Vivan Schoeppach Lila Algoe Dorothea Cain Mae Campbell Martha Hahn Margaret Hahn Clarence Keyes Mae Lemley Malcomb McKay Leonard Monear William Drayton Claire Hill James Lemley Florence Moore Viola Olson Arvid Schoeppach Mary Thompson Leona Jarvis Clara Thilmony Harry Burchill Evelyn Keyes Eva McKee

I la McKee Louis McKee Ordway Ness Vera Schoeppach Wilma Law Glade Cowles Raymond Drayton Edna Drayton Florence Keyes Mervin Keyes

R. Lee Boyer Evelyn Crawley Ellsworth Schulz Harold Smith Mildred Woyak

Kenneth Burchill Ronald Burchill Sollie Burchill Grace Campbell Clarence Enright Elaine Tennyson Rudolph Norman Thelma Satrom Grace Shulz Margaret Spink Harry Stevenson Lucille Thilmony Henry Tooley Roy Wallace Arnold Schoeppach Louise Shulz Ronald Boyer Elizabeth Morgan Robert Morgan Vince Pedersen Ruth Shulz

Gene Hill

Paul Pederson Harold Schoeppach Jack Dailey Chester Dailey Vernon Law Lester Morgan Florence Sharp Olga Benesch Donald Johnson Florence Larson Margaret Larson Della Medd Lester Reidman Ruth Arnston Abraham Jungnitsch Ewald Jungnitsch PearlSather Robert Swick

John Abraham

Elsie Borstad Janet Ganzel Myrtle Norman Marjorie Nafus Lydia Deering Gerald Ganzel Lester J arvis Betty Saign Virgil Carico Betty Johnson Mabel Kreusol Ernest Linerud Francis Saign Clifford Johnson Wayne Ellingson Betty Lutiens Gladys McKay Alton Skiefte Elizabeth Watson Elmo Wisted Lester Abraham Jack Lutiens Wally Norman Miles Schoeppach Joyce Watson Kermit Wisted Audrey Aarestad Sam Beck

Glenn Bowe Richard Lee Jr. Henry Lutiens Lorne Burchill Lorraine Workman Marvin Alberts Forrest Brudevold Carroll Burchill Wesley Dorothy Marjorie Fox Mark Lemley Virginia McKay Beverly McKay

Lucille Norman Laverne Skiefte Norma Wisted Rosella Beck John Benesch Fred Hicks Stanley Kingston Betty Lee Doloris Moe Lawrence Workman Edna Poehls Beatrice Poehls Dorothy Deering Mary Downham Blanche Norman Charles Ostrander Carrier Benesch Glenn Flatt

Henry Heinricks Virginia McKay Vince Olson Everett Aarsted Dennis Benesch Earl Herk

Joe Linerud Marion Smith IIIa Mae Stevenson David Lee

Willis McKay Kenneth Stevenson Clarence Tuenge Dewey Benesch Doris Levin Gunda Linerud Vera Thum Lawrence Levin Teddy McKay LaVonna Rhoades

LaDonna Rhoades Allen Carico Allen Daigle

Paul Daigle James Ferguson Bernard Geirke Robert Geirke Lyle Hicks Dagney Linerud Faith Freer Daniel Herk Beverly Heinricks Jerry Norman Donna Daigle Gary Henderson Myron Linerud Henry Thum Carol Wical Evelyn Wisted Michael Grabowski Bonnie Hicks Diane Myer Richard Thum James Henderson Patricia Lee Robert Levin Shirley Linerud Judy McKay Kenny Baker Dale Burchill Michael Maxwell Judy Kingston Michael Lemley Sally Kappel Ronald Baker Darlene Hoff

Del roy Johnson Dennis Gisi

Students Enrolled During P.H.S.'s Last School Term1973-1974

The following list of students attended Pillsbury Public School District //90 in its last year:

Primary Grades

Brenda Bellon Tim Bellon Carla Burchill Martin Henrichs Jerry Holm (Anderson) Joy Karges

Tony Kimball Jimmy Larson Mark Larson Danny McBeain Tammy McGuire

Intermediate

Grades

David Altringer Mary Berger Ronny Berger Lori Burchill Todd Burchill Darcy Hanson Kevin Hendricks Lynell Hendricks Janelhry

Jeff Larson Christine McBeain David McBeain Karen McBeain

Junior High Grades

Tim Berger Tom Berger David Byberg Diane Byberg Dale Dotting Mark Lattimore Janell Leadbetter Barbara McBeain Shelly Olson

Secondary Grades 9 & 10

Lori Altringer Curtis Carico Jr. Jody Flatt

Joan Garrahy Shelly Ihry Rick Olson Marilyn Slater

87.

Sports at Pillsbury High School

Sports, as in most rural schools, was a vitally important aspect of the school year. This was not only a way to utilize physical abilities, but also to gain an education in sportsmanship, fair play and self-discipline. Friendships were made not only within the school, but also throughout the area.

Almost as soon as the new school was built, one of the rural ones was moved in and remodeled to become a gym. This was not always ideal, but it was sufficient. One of the complaints most often heard was that when the players were hot and sweaty, they had to run from the gym to the school to change clothes.

In 1955, the Wildlife Club in Pillsbury built a larger facility for the basketball teams to use, and in 1964 an addition was added to the hall which provided locker rooms with the long dreamed of attached showers. Pillsbury was now a place other teams enjoyed coming to.

The hall, with its beautiful hardwood floor, was also used for many other school activities. From Christmas concerts to pancake suppers, from carnivals to school dances, the Wildlife Hall served Ellsbury #90 well. There were many, many other school events also held there, with graduation finishing each school year. The cooperation between the community and school was very evident through this endeavor.

Transportation changed dramatically through the years. Individual- cars were often used, as were trains. The games were many times held during the day as to minimize danger. In 1932, the Hope Pioneer reported that in January of 1932 the boys and girls, upon returning from Noltimier got as far as the Henry Bruns farm due to blocked roads. They spent the night there and the next day got as far as John Griffiths' with their cars. Hans Johnson met them with four horses and a bus with which they finished their trips.

1960 was a big year for transportation, because it was that year that school buses were purchased. Now, not only could the teams go in one vehicle, but also spectators could come along and cheer their team on to "victory."

Basketball, though not the only sport in

Pillsbury, was definitely the major one. One of the `-  Lemley, Gary Nathan, Drew Myer, Mike Flatt and

first teams of boys and girls were:  Randy Leadbetter.

I n 1963 girls basketball was discontinued in the state, and was very disappointing to the Knights. The girls that year had been very successful and were looking forward to many more seasons. Girls basketball was officially reinstated in 1972. The rules were now the same as the boys, with five-man teams instead of the traditional six.

The boys' teams continued to be successful to the end, not with first-place trophies but there were many second-place ones, and an unending spirit.

Basketball was definitely important, but it was not the only sport to be enjoyed. Baseball made several appearances throughout the years. There were boys and girls teams at different times. A successful boys team was in the latter Fifties, and

Boys Team -

William Drayton, Clarence Keyes, Bob Carmichael, Maurice Harrington, Donald Drayton,

Arvid Schoeppach, Claire Hill and Ernest Holler.

Harold Watson was their coach.

Girls Team -

Mary Thompson, Zella Keyes, Eulia Crawle, Addie McKay and Louise Campbell.

In 1917 Barnes County started its long tradition of a tournament for the area schools. This was a very large and long tournament. At first the games were played at the college in Valley City and later moved to the City Auditorium. Eventually the "Bubble" was built in Valley City and has housed

the tournaments since the early '60s. This is still a tradition in Barnes County, although the tournament has become quite small and some of the.. participating schools have been recruited from outside the county.

This annual event became the highlight of the winter with both boys and girls teams participating throughout the day and evening. Many people remember having to stay at the Rudolf Hotel, and this is still considered one of the highlights of their life. This was one week academics did become secondary.

The girls, under the direction of H.A. Watson, were champions of this event in 1927. Those that participated on this championship team were Ethel Johnson, Laverne Harrington, Leona Law, Alma Lee, Tina Lee, Lottie Campbell, Clara Lemley and LaVona Schoeppach.

The girls did consistently well, however their next big victory came in 1943 when they won the District Tournament. The girls that participated on this team were Betty Wittkop, Captain Gladys Swick, Helen Linerud, Norma Wisted, Beverly McKay, Ginny McKay and Audrey Aarestad. They were coached by A.E. Darkenwald. Because Pillsbury closed for the 1944-45 school year the girls were split apart into different schools. This was very disappointing because they were looking forward to another successful season.

The boys basketball team also did consistently well, however a 1st place trophy was long in coming. It was not until 1967 that the Pillsbury Knights won a Barnes County Tournament. To say that this was exciting is a gross understatement. Under the direction of first year coach Pete Bundle the Knights overcame seemingly unsurmountable odds. The team was quite young, but very determined. With a nine-point half-time difference it seemed certain Litchville would again prevail. This, however, was not the consequence and due to coaching, determination and crowd spirit the small team came out on top.

The boys on the 1967 team were: Randy Jess, Mickey Svenningsen, Steve Willert, Jim Leadbetter, Duane Sather, Harvey Abraham, Clark

se.

then picked up again the the later Sixties. This continued until the end of the school.

The girls had a baseball team in the '40s and this was discontinued until the latter '60s. This was always an enjoyable sport and of course more people could participate in it.

Track was another sport enjoyed by boys and girls alike. This is more of an individual sport, so there were many personal achievements. Probably the best all-around teams, were in the latter '50s and early '60s. In the years of 1959 and 1960, the girls won first place and in 1961 they won second at the Barnes County track meets. They continued in this fashion for several years.

The discussion as to what Ellsbury #90's

mascot was has been under consideration. Elmer Deering and John Kingston remember being called the "Robins" during the season of 1933. I n the early '60s the school held a contest on deciding on a name for the basketball team. This was a big event with bribery trickling down to the elementary. The name "Knights" became the winner, and from that time until 1974, the Pillsbury Knights held their heads high - true to the tradition of the first Ellsbury #90 basketball teams.

Extra-curricular activities are such an important part of education, and Pillsbury was successful at both ends - thanks to dedicated teachers, coaches, community and students.

1912-1920

The members of the first Pillsbury Basketball Team. In front (1-r) are: William Drayton, Clarence Keyes, Bob Carmichael and back row (1-r) are: Maurice Harrington, Donald Drayton, Arvid Schoeppach, Clair Hill and Ernest Holler. The coach is Harold Watson.

School Sports Through The Decades

In the right photo are the Lee girls, who participated in basketball during the 1910s.

Mae Lemley was one of the members of the 1918 Girls Basketball Team.

The Girls Basketball Team

in 1922. Kneeling (1-r) are Addie McKay and Louis Campbell and standing (1-r), are Mary Thompson, Zella Keyes, Eula Crawley.

The members of one Boys Basketball Team (kneeling, I-r) are: Bill Drayton, Clarence Keyes,.Bob.Carmichael, Arvid Schoeppach and standing (1-r): Clair Hill, Maurice Harrington, Professor Harold Watson, Ernest Holler and Don Drayton.

To the right is a February 1927 photo of the Pillsbury girls that won the Barnes County Basketball Tournament. They (seated 1-r) are: Leona Law, Lottie Campbell, Alma Lee, Clara Lemley, Ethel Johnson; standing (1-r): LaVona Schoeppach, LaVerne Harrington, Coach Harold Watson, Tina Lee and Clarice Boyck. The Baldwin Boys Basketball Team alwo won that year and the members were: Neil McKay, Lyle McKay, John Reith, Harold Davidson, Dick Davidson, Herman Meyers and Nels Mortensen.
Pictured above is the 1923-24 Girls Basketball Team

which was coached by Iva McCrary. The players (1-r) are: an unknown individual, Clara Lemley, Glade Cowles, Ethel Johnson, LaVerne Harrington, Ila McKee, Charlotte Campbell, Evelyn Keyes and Alma Lee.

1920s ...

The members of the 1925-26 Girls Basketball Team (seated 1-r) are:Evelyn Keyes, Ethel Johnson, Charlotte Campbell, Vera Schoeppach, Clara Lemley; (back row, l-r): Wilma Lee, Tina Lee, Coach Iva McCrary, LaVerne Harrington and Alma Lee.

The 1928-29 Girls Basketball Team members (front, l-r) were: Minnie Jungnitch, Grace Campbell, Leona Law, Evelyn Carmichael, Blanche McKay and back: Viola Kranker, Mable Eggers, Coach Duke Hendrickson, Luella Harrington, Frances McKay. Note the new, more modern uniforms.

1930s ...

Pictured above is the 1933 Boys Basketball Team, front row (1-r): Vernon "Vernie Law, Samuel "Sam" Lemley, Orlin "Big Shot" Law, Donald "Donnie" Johnson, Herman "Gravey" Graven; back (1-r): "Georgie" Lemley, Elmer "Feen-a-mint" Deering, coach "Duke" Henrickson, Gordon "Curly" Kingston, Arthur "Art Norman, John "Johnie" Kingston. Note the name "Robbins" on the ball, a name the team used for the year.

Pictured to the right is the 1934 Boys Basketball Team. They are front row (1-r): Coach Ernest "Duke" Hendrickson, Vernon Law, Arthur Norman, Elmer Deering, Sam Lemley, Kenneth Keyes; back row (1-r): Herman Graven, Robert Swick, Gordon Kingston and John Kingston.

The members of the 1936-37 Pillsbury Girls Basketball Team (1-r) are: Audrey Herk, Hilda Deering,.Kathy Johnson, Bernice Graven, Arlene Johnson, Betty Saign, Loraine Dorothy, Lucille Graven, Coach Helen McKay, Janet Ganzel.

The 1934 Girls Basketball Team. Front: Florence Anderson (holding trophy); middle: Doris Johnson, Bernice Graven, Della Medd; back: Coach Dorothy Hoffman, Leona Nafus, Harriet Schoeppach, Dorothy Halbert, Ida Lemley and Thelma Carmichael. Note, no silk stockings were part of the basketball uniform anymore.

The 1936-37 Boys Basketball Team members (1-r) are: Kenneth Keyes, Gerald Ganzel, Vernon Lutjens, Abe Jungnitsch, Coach Ben Northridge, Ray Bauer, Clayton Kingston, Ralph Norman and Frank Lemley.

The members of the 1937-38 Girls Basketball Team (front, I-r) are: Betty Johnson, Lucille Graven, Janet Ganzel, Margaret Fox; back (1-r): Lorraine Dorothy, Betty Lutjens, Kathleen Johnson, Audrey Herk, Gladys McKay and Coach Helen McKay (background).

The 1938-39 Girls Basketball Team, coached by Helen McKay (background), was made up of: Betty Johnson, Lucille Graven, Betty Lutjens, Kathleen Johnson, lone Pearson and Margaret Foss.

'39 Grade Champs ...

The 1939 Grade Basketball Champions

were, front: Miles Schoeppach, Marvin Alberts, Jack Lutjens, Wallace Norman, Lester Abraham; back: Stanley Workman, Henry Lutjens,

Milton Carico, Lorne Burchill, Walter Seldahl (teacher and coach).

PILLSBURY JUNIOR QUINT IS DINNER

PILLSBURY, March 13.-Playing in a six teamiftournament at Finley the Pillsbury Jrs. won- over teams from Finley, Hope, Sharon, Lansford and Logen Center.

Pillsbury drew a bye in the first round. They met Hope in the semifinals and won with a score of 17 to 21. after. trailing 6 to 15 at the half time.

In the final game of the tournament Pillsbury met a strong Finley team, whining 20-17.

Cagers Defeat Finley in Tourney'Finals; High School, Independents Win

Lester -Abraham and Wallle Norman of Pillsbury were named'on the first team. Lorne Burchilt received a place on the second team.

Teams were made tip of boys from upper grades and first year of high school.

More wins for Pillsbury resulted at Luverne also on Saturday night when the high school win over Baldwin 24-15- and the independent team beat filoten, 56 to 39.

1940s ...

Two of the cheerleaders from around 1941 are Ginny McKay and Audrey Aarestad.

PILLSBURY GIRLS DISTRICT CHAMPS

Defeat Grand Prairie 29-21 To Win Right To Enter Buffalo Tourney

Pillsbury girls captured the district championship and will represent District Six in the state tournament at Buffalo March 11, 12 and 13 by virtue of defeating the favored Grand Prairie sexret; z9 to 21 in the

tournament finals in the college gym Tuesday night.

The victory was sweet revenge for Coach Al Darkenwald's team which had been defeated twice by Grand Prairie previously this season.

The champions trailed 15-11 at halftime but rallied in the third period to lead 19-16, Betty Wittkop scoring the eight points in this quarter. Grand Prairie drew up at the start of the fourth period when Rose Denning tied the score at 19all, but baskets by Gladys Swick and Helen Linerud again gave Pillsbury a lead which was never overtaken.

Gladys Swick and Rose Denning again vied for scoring honors, garnering 75 and 12 poiaZts, respectively. In the morning semi-finals, against different teams, Rose made 17 points and Gladys 16.

Leal won third place honors, defeating Eckelson in the first game last night, '9 to 15.

Handsome trophies were presented the four winning top teams by Dr. Eugene H. Kleinpell at the conclusion of the championship game. The summaries:

Pillsbury  PG. FT. PP.

G. Swick ............................. 5  5  0

H. Linderud- ...................... 3  0  0

B. Wittkop ....,.................. 4  0  1

B. McKay .......................... 0  0  3C

V: McKay .... :............... :....... . 0  .  0  5 .

A. Aarestad ...................... 0  0  3

N. Wisted ...»..............,....... a  o  a

Totals .............................12  5  12

Grand Prairie  FG. Fr. PP.

D. Thorud .......................... 3  3  1

M. Eggert ............................ 0  0  1

R. Denning ........................ 6  0  3

S. Holcomb ........................ 0  0  1

J. Byberg .....:.;.................... 0  0  3

A. Byberg ............................ 0  0  2

M. Koch ............................ 0  0  0

Totals ............................ 9

-OFFICERS

Consolidated League President - - Cart Jordabl Tournament Manager - - C. E. Gates Time-keeper - - Robert Newcomb

League Secretary-Treasurer  -  L G. Ferguson Tournament Referee  -  -  H. R. Hoidol Official Scorer - Verna Newcomb

Barnes County Basketball Tournament

o O o

February 12-13-14-15 1941

o O o

State Teachers College Gymnasium

1941 Boys

Basketball Team ... PILLSBURY

COACH: ALvIN UNRUH SCHOOL COLORS: Red and White High Point Man-Jack Lutjens

Player  No. Grade

Y. P.

Abraham, Lest  _____12  10

Alberts, Marvin -------------- 7  10

Barr, Calvin  6  11

Burchill, Lorne ------------ ___  8  9

Kingston, Maurice  1 1

Lutjens, Henry .__.. ___._.__ 5  9

Lutjens,  Jack  -------------- __.  9  l o

Norman, Wallace ...  10 10  9

Schoeppach, Miles  1  10

1 2 3 3 1 2 1 2

GAMES PLAYED

Op.

P

Hope ---- _---------------------------------------- 35 Leal .._.-------------------------------------------- 0 Luverne ------------------------- ------- -------- 18 Grand Prairie ------------------ - ----------- 26 Baldwin  ._..------ .._____________._.____.._____.  6 Oriska  ----------------------------------- _------- 14 Baldwin ------------ .---- ------------- .----------  9 Grand Prairie ---------- -______.._____.____.18 Hope  .--------------------- --------- .----------- _19 Totals

17 34 25 11 I8 18 12 10 24

169

1941 Barnes County Basketball Tournament book cover and listing of Pillsbury players.

Leal  FG. FT. PP.

H. Bardell .......................... 2  1  0

S. Trudeau ........................ 1  0  0

L. Batesole ........................ 3  0  5

M. Lee .................................. 0  0  0

D. Cassatt .......................... 0  1)  1

M. Brandt .......................... 0  0  2

D. Willson .......................... 2  2  3

Y. Trudeau ........................ 0  0  0

Totals ............................ 8  3  11

State -guP~a)et -/9 VA Tournament Drawings

Tournament drawings and results in state competition.

Eckelson FCs. McLaili ..................... Diemert;...:.... .,.:..... ...............  L'' Rolfzen  ....... ................. ....._.  0 O'Brien ..........::...:,..:......

. 0, M. Altringer .......... ....„...... 0 Klien  .... :...................... ,........  0 E. Altringer  " W

Anderson  .... ......... ;............ .0

Totals.....,....{,..........:,::, 6 Referee: ,Jim R,enwick.

FT. PP. 2 2

1. 2 0 4 0 5 0 3 0 0 0 0 0, 0 3 16

93.

The 1941 Pillsbury Girls Softball Team consisted of front: Betty Wittkop, Margie Fox, Bonnie McKay, Lorraine Workman, Ginny McKay; back: Audrey Aarestad, Bev McKay, Norma Wisted, Mildred Fox and Lucille Norman.

Members of the 1946 Girls Basketball Team were, front: Dorothy Odegard, Ruth Linerud, Dorothy Deering; back: Jane Kingston, Blanche Norman, June McKay and Coach Gerald Ghylin (background).

The 1943 Girls Basketball District 6 Champions were front: Helen Linerud, Norma Wisted, Lorraine Workman, Beverly McKay; back: Virginia McKay, Gladys Swick, Dorothy Odegard, Betty Wittkop and Audrey Aarestad.

1950s ...

The members of the 1952 Girls Basketball Team which won fourth

place in the district tournament are (1-r): Alva Baker, Irene Hanson, Susie Lutjens, Edith Kingston, Luela Burchill, Katherine Smith and Nola Keyes.

The 1956 Cheerleaders. They are Jackie McKay, Janice Borstad, Evie Carico, Sheryl Lemley and Connie McKay.

94.

Members of the Pillsbury High School Boy Cheerleading Squad from around 1957 were: Mike Grabowski, Maynard Burchill, Arden Lemley and Jerry Borstad.

The 1959 Girls Baskeball Team members were, front: Bridget Maxwell, Evie Carico, Gale Bellon, Jackie McKay, JoAnn Jensen, Bonnie Karges; back: Etta Carico, Laurel Baker, Carol Bellon, Coach Haugen, Janice Levin, Carol Burchill and Sheryl Lemley (not pictured).

A Girls Basketball Team of the late 1950s consisted of front: Bridgett Maxwell, JoAnn Jenson, Bonnie Karges, Sheryl Lemley, Janice Borstad, Janice Levin;. back: Agnes Anderson, Jackie McKay, Carol Baker, Gale Bellon, Arlene Jenson, Susan Kapaun and Connie McKay.

The members of a Boys Grade Basketball Team were front: Coach Johnson, Arden Lemley, Jerome Norman, Corky Bellon, Maynard Burchill;

back: Myron Linerud, Jerry Keyes, Mike Grabowski, Ronald Shultz, Rupert Amann and Bob Levin.

The Boys Basketball Team members in 1959 were front: Maynard Burchill, Jerome Norman, Pat Maxwell, Dennis Nathan, Chuck Levin, Arden Lemley; back: Coach Peterson, Gordon Myer, Corky Bellon, Kenny Baker,

Norman Wisted and Mike Maxwell.
95.

The 1962-63 Boys Basketball Team members were: Steve Willert, Delroy Johnson, Harvey Carico, Randy Jess, Harley Hoff, Tommy Sather, Mike Lemley, Terry McKay, Ronald Baker, David Bauer and Coach Lyle Peterson.

The Knight

To the right are the 1965 Grade Cheerleaders. They are standing (1-r): Becky Flatt, Mary Lynn Burchill, Kelcey Flatt, Julie Burchill, Cindy Willert and mascot, Cindy Burchill (foreground).

Members of the 1962-1963 Girls Basketball Team were: Beverly Sather, Rena Johnson, Gayle Lemley, Paulette Gunderson, Kaye Norman, Sally Nielson, Sue Levin, Judy Kingston, Rita Levin, Phyllis Myer, Nita Karges, Coach Lyle Peterson and Linda Gunderson (not pictured).

1960s ...
The 1964 Boys Track Team members were: Jimmy Leadbetter, Drew Myer, Randy Jess, Steve West, Steve Willert, Harvey Carico, Robert Johnson, Delroy Johnson, Tom Sather Jerry Leadbetter and Coach Geroge Wieland (background). 96.

Members of the 1966 Junior High Basketball Team were front: Dennis Gisi, Roger Carico, Warren Ihry, Russ Gierke, Mike Garrahy; back: Coach Pete Bunde, Mike Flatt, Lyle Hanson, Jerrold Sundstrom, Perry Burchill, Randy Leadbetter and Ricky Willert.

The 1967 PHS Cheerleaders (1-r) are: Debbie Flatt, Linda Carico,

Julie Burchill, Janet Burchill and Kathy Olson.

Pillsbury Captures First Barnes County Tournament

Pillsbury Edges Litchville, 68!65 For Barnes County Basketball Title

game up vt 63 all with a pair of free throws. He added one to give khem a lead at 1:44. Myer grabbed Ghe rebound on

Leadey"s second shot and Pills-  PILISBJ31

onship in'the 49 years of t°arc  in, the :half. Pillsbury was de-  bury played oontrcA ball. It was  FG FT PF TP

nament history, 6365 here S,-L- teined not ito eve up and Myer who found an opening  Jess  7 3.4 3 17

urday right.  they -retaliated with several drive  and drove down the center and  Leadbetter  4 1-2  1  9

Pillsbury romped over first in' shots. As -the quarter and put the Knights ahead to stay  Lemley  1 7-8 3 9

ra:ed Fingal in the sem?-final half ended the Knights had cut at 66-63. Marlin Kluvers found  Nlver  9 t141 1 18

acton :Friday. night; . 80-59  to - the lead to nine points,  38-29.  the_, range as the Trojans_ scor-  Scenningsen  0 0-0  0  0

advance to  chemp:c:ftshiu Nathan and Steve;'Wiilert were ed cutting the Knight lead to  Nathan  2 1-2 3 _5 

game. The 'Bronccs ended in the only two players in foul one. Jess scored the final two  Willert'  4 2-i 3 10

fourth place behind Wiztbe: m. :trouble as each of them picked ...points to put.the Knights out of . . T:tal  27 14-21 14 68 Wim~lcdzn was the 19C6 tout-  up three personals. The Knights nament champdon.

In the first quarter of action Pilsbury grabbed the tip off and Gary Nathan put them on the score board with a free thrcw conversion. Litchville went down the court and scored putt'n-, the Trojans in the J3ad. The Knights went back into action and traded that bucket but the Trojans seemed to get the rebounds and go down flcar to score. At the quarter Litchville was in control cf the game having a six point lead, 18-12 with the squad evenly divided in the scoring column. Rllsbury was dead by Randy Jess with five points. Nathan picked up three personal fouls in that first p°riod.

The Pillsbury Knights came  Pillsbury took the 'lip off to

from a 21-point Lichvi::a Tro-  begin the second quanter. Litchjan lead early in the second ville continued to rally as they quarter to notch its first Bar- piled up a 21-po:zet lead with nes Courtly basketball champ:- about -four mlmr~es remaining

FG FT PF TP ii:ape  3 2-3 1 8 Flach  5 2-2 1 12.

Serge  4 3-4 3 11 Lebahn  4 2-5 2 10 Strinden 6 0-0_ 5 12 Anderson 0 0-4 1 0 Kluvers  4 4-4 3 12

Total  26 13-18 16 63.

reach of -the Trojan ball club. Lemley sank seven of eight clutch free throws in the final period of action and he ended the game with 9 points: Sub. statute Myer tallied six is this Cnal quarter of the ttxtruament. Myer pled all see-,en with 18 p: ants 0t h:-s substitute rode while Jess countered with 17.. The Utz-hvi'-fe squad had a balanced aft:zk led by Steve Strinderr, Bob Flach, and Kluvers each ns:;apg 12 points. Don Berge and Risk Le,:ehn added 11 and 10 respectively.

had a total of nine team fouls and the Trojans picked up only six.

Litchville grabbed the tip to start the third quarter and went down and scored. Pillsbury was unable to find the range until late in this per:-.d as the Trojans lead by 14 and 15 points on several occasions. At the end o'f the quarter the Knights had cut the lead to six, 5519.

The iourth quarter started with a bang as the Knights regained possession of the ball and scored. As the game progressed the

n rose and with 1:59 re.

itensru

maiTC;ng Pillsbury saw the light  Coach Pete Bunde displays trop h

when Clark Lemley tied the ball  ies from the 1966-67 season. The

telegram was signed by Pillsbury fans during the championship game.

LITCHVILLE
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In the top photo, the 1967 Barnes County Basketball champs accept the trophy award. They are (1-r): Randy Leadbetter, Jim Leadbetter, Harvey Abraham, Gary Nathan, Duane Sather, Drew Meyer, Coach Bunde, Randy Jess, Mickey Svenningsen, Mike Flatt, Steve Willert and Clark Lemley.

In the left photo, Steve Willert passes the ball over the Litchville Trojans to Clark Lemley during the game.

Aftwards, Clark Lemley cuts

down the souvenir net while the team members hold him up.

The 1968 LYC Basketball Champs were, front: Roger Carico, Rick Willert, Perry Burchill, Gary Nathan, Randy Leadbetter, Warren Ihry, Mike Garrahy; back: Mr. Bunde, Jerrold Sundstrom, Lyle Hanson, Clark Lemley, Mick Svenningsen, Drew Myer, Steve Willert, Mike Flatt and Dennis Gisi.
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The members of the 1968-69 Boys Basketball Team are, front: Dennis Gisi, Randy Leadbetter, Warren 1hry, Rick Willert, Perry Burchill; back: Coach Pete Bunde, Mike Flatt, Lyle Hanson, Clark Lemley, Drew Myer, Gary Nathan and Bill Larson.

Drew Myer pitching for Pillsbury Knights LYC baseball Team.

The members of the 1968 Girls Phy-Ed Class were front: Nanette Svenningsen, Darlene Burchill, Jean Dotting, Kathy Gunderson, Linda Burchill; middle: Margaret Dotting, Kelcey Flatt, Cindy Willert, Jenine Olson, Mary Lynn Burchill, Susan Sather, Julie Burchill; back: Mr. Roy Daschendorf, JoAnn Abraham, Jean Hanson, Vicki Larson, Becky Flatt, Corinne Baker, Susan Olson and Nancy Levin.

The members of the "revived" 1970 Girls Basketball Team which won 6 out of 7 games, were, front: JoAnn Abraham, Darlene Burchill, Kathy Gunderson, Susan Sather, Jean Hanson, Jenine Olson, Nancy Levin, Kelcey Flatt, Corrine Baker, Linda Burchill and Coach Roy Daschendorf.
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Pictured to the right are members of the  ; 1970 Basketball Team. They are (1-r): Warren Ihry, Mike Garrahy, Rick Willert,

Perry Burchill, Lyle Hanson, Mike Flatt, Roger Carico, Randy Leadbetter and Coach Jerome Josewski.

The 1971 P.H.S. Baseball Team members were, front: Warren Ihry, Mike Garrahy, Jerrold Sundstrom, Carey Flatt, Maynard Flatt, Perry Burchill; back: Roger Carico, Kim Hanson, Curtis Bauer, Jerry Garrahy, Lyle Hanson, David Dotting, Rick Willert and Coach Josewski.

The 1972 Pillsbury Girls Softball Team was

made up of Coach Daschendorf, Michelle Lemley, Barb Olson, Teri 1hry, Shelly Ihry, Joan Sather, Cindy Burchill, Debbie Sundstrom, Jody Flatt, Linda Burchill, Jean Hanson, Marilyn Slater (inside bus), Margaret Dotting, Beth Byberg, Jennifer Carico, Jean Hanson, Nanette Svenningsen, Joan Garrahy and Debra Carico.

loo.

- 1974 -

The Last School Term of Pillsbury High School

PILLSBURY:, The Last Home Basketball Game

Feb. 9, 1974

PILLSBURY - They're going to play the last basketball game here,

Pillsbury High School will be closed permanently in June, superintendent Duane Hovland says, and this is the Knights' final home game of the season.

Hope is the opponent "and Hope is a big

Cheerleader Joan Sather watches as time runs out. All PHS cheerleaders were seniors.

Promising Grade School Five Won't Play For Pillsbury High

rival," ventures coach Vern Huber. "We haven't beaten them in at least five years." So they crowd into the tiny Pillsbury Wildlife Hall where the Knights have played home games since 1956. There are no ceremonies because it isn't really an event that requires a ceremony.

Pillsbury High School has an enrollment of 23 students. Thirteen are seniors and, with only 35 more kids in the grade school, the hand-writing is on the wall.

The basketball team has an 8-9 record going into this game. Seven of the 13 players are seniors. So are all the cheerleaders. "We have a good grade team," Huber notes. None of them will ever play for Pillsbury High School.

Where will they go? The grade-school youngsters may stay right herb. Whether or not to keep the grade school open is a hot topic of conversation in this tiny northeast Barnes County farming community of 57 people.

"We haven't decided that," says Hovland of the grade-school issue, as he hustles between the concession area and a stack of folding chairs that will be needed to augment the single row of permanent seating along each side of quonset-type structure. Pillsbury students could be scattered
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During the last season game for the 1974 Basketball Team, Rick Olson sinks a free throw in the final seconds; the

last basketball point to be

made for Pillsbury High School.

Newspaper clipping from the Jamestown Sun.

next year in as many as five adjoining school districts. Pillsbury is about equi-distant from Luverne, Hope, Page, Oriska and Valley City. Hovland says the Pillsbury district includes 96 sections of land which is small by today?s standards.

The game begins. Huber's players understand the significance of this final game, he says. They are playing as though indeed they do understand. They're hustling the jerseys right off Hope's back.

Herman Jess is mayor of Pillsbury. A handsome, cordial, gray-haired farmer, Jess says he's been Pillsbury's mayor "10 of 12_ years." He goes to all the home games and, "yes, the school is the center of our community just like in other small towns." The grin fades when he says that. He knows, too, that this is the last game.

The score is 42-22 in Pillsbury's favor at halftime. It should be pretty much an easy win. No. 24 is Maynard Flatt, a starter for Pillsbury. He's one of the seniors and the son of Pillsbury school board president Merle Flatt. The elder Flatt says the high school rents the Wildlife Hall for its games.

The hall is cozily paneled inside in knotty pine. But the floor isn't regulation size. Two 10-second lines, on either side of the centerjump circle, make up for that.

Hovland says this is going to be a good crowd, then wheels off with more folding chairs. One of six full-time teachers in the system, Hovland isn't sure where he'll be next school year. Neither is Huber, a Wishek native who has been coaching here three seasons.

Hovland says the district also employs

Newspaper Clipping Continued

two part-time teachers. "We have just basketball and track here - for boys and girls," he says. "We did have fall baseball until a year ago when we really didn't have enough boys. And we used to have girls softball."

Pillsbury can boast no really notable accomplishment in sports. Nor has it produced any great athletes. But tiny Pillsbury did win the Barnes County basketball championship in 1967 and that's something that does not elude the memories of most people you talk with here.

Hope is rallying now and the Pillsbury fans are getting worried. "Rebound, dammit," advises one fan hotly. It's no different here than at any high school basketball game. The crowd - at least the part of it that isn't from Hope - wants to see the home-town

team win. They have special reason tonight. Russ Burchill is a 1965 graduate of Pillsbury High School. He says he goes to "just about-all the Pillsbury games," in or out of town. Now he's nibbling a little on his mustache as Hope tightens the screws.

Huber's grade team is angling for 12 wins. That's when Huber will lose his mustache. His kids give him a bit of a hard time about that but he leaves the impression he'd be perfectly happy to part with the facial hair.

Now comes Carey Flatt to the rescue. He's a senior, too, and he's'also Pillsbury's leading scorer. He dribbles through Hope's pressing defense for a bucket late in the game and the Knights lead by what seems to be a

comfortable nine-point margin.

The last point scored by a Pillsbury High School player at home is credited to Rick Olson. It's a free throw with only a few seconds left. Carey Flatt has already totaled a school-record 44 points.

Pillsbury wins 78-71 and the crowd begins dispersing. There's no apparent sadness although a few people congregate on the floor perhaps longer than might be expected after a home-town win. One middle-aged fan casts a glance around the Wildlife Hall, then walks briskly toward an exit.

The last game is over. So is this peculiar variety of happiness and satisfaction. There will be no more high school basketball wins to celebrate or losses to mourn in Pillsbury.

The members of the 1974 Boys Basketball Team, the last of the "Knights" were: Tom Berger, Tim Berger,

Rick Olson, Dave Dotting, Alan Burchill, Coach Vern Huber, Jerry Garrahy, Curtis Carico, Kim Hanson, Maynard Flatt, Carey Flatt and student managers (foreground): Mark Slater and Curt Bauer.

The 1974 Girls Basketball Team members, the last of the "Knight-ettes", were, front: Teri Ihry,

Shelly Ihry, Joan Sather; back: Debbie Sundstrom, Jennifer Carico, Beth Byberg, Barb Olson, Coach Vern Huber, Jody Flatt, Joan Garrahy, Marilyn Slater and Lorrie Altringer.

The 1974 Grade Basketball Team which won second place honors in the LYC Tournament and had a season of 15-3. The team members are, front: Coach Vern Huber, Tom Berger, Tim Berger, Curt Bauer (assistant manager); back: David McBeain, Alan Burchill, David Byberg, Mark Lattimore, Lynell Hendricks, David Altringer and Jeff Larson.

-= PLAY DAY <-

The annual community Play Day began in 1926. This was the brainstorm of H.A. Watson and Fred Keyes. The first schools to be invited to this day of fun were: Minnie Lake, Ellsbury, Baldwin and Grand Prairie.

This Community Club sponsored event included a parade led by the Pillsbury band, a concert, dashes, relays, high jump, broad jump, baseball throw, potato races and long-ball games.

The day concluded with a cup award for the school with the most points; $15 cash award for the best school float; $10.00 for the best commercial float, $5.00 for the best comic stunt and other individual prizes for the top boy and girl. All firstand second-place winners received ribbons.

Play Day followed basically the same schedule with few alterations for several years. In 1930, a "School Guessing Contest" was added with a $15.00 prize. Then the economy of the nation began to affect rural America. The Depression even took its toll on Play Day. Prizes were cut from $15.00 to $5.00, but the spirit remained.

Music was provided by different places. The Valley City High School Band and tumblers from Valley City State Teachers College provided entertainment on different years.

School participation also expanded. In 1934, Oriska, Noltimier and Weimer joined the fun, and by 1937 Alta, Getchell and Moore were participating.

The prizes were now divided into consolidated. schools and rural schools. The students were also able to exhibit beef, hogs, sheep, sewing and baked

goods.

Play Day grew more in 1940 by adding Moe and Carpenter. Also added was probably the most wellremembered event of the day -- a May Pole Dance.

Play Day was discontinued about 1944, but was never forgotten. The residents of Pillsbury and the surrounding area still enjoy reminiscing about this event. Comments are still heard such as, "I won the hundred-yard dash one year," or "Our school won the trophy and there were only four of us competing," to "The May Pole was the most fun ever."

Whatever the readers of this book best remember, it is a fact that the Pillsbury Play Day was a grand event, and much of its success goes to Fred Keyes.

Audrey Aarestad wears a special gown for the Play Day festivities.

Mr. Fred Keyes, Pillsbury, N. D.

Dear Sir:

Your valued order for 60 ribbons has been received. Before malting these up, however, we note that on your drawing it shows a Special die of the district. The time re•,uired for making one offthese dies- is too ehort-and not- only that, but the expense of this die would coat more than the riu•.ons, and we are therefore holding up your order until we hear whether or not to go ahead with the order using the State Seal.

We suggest that you wire us regarding the matter. Very truly yours,

PrGALIA JFG. CGHPOY

'THE HOME Or OUALtTV DCGALIA'

Reduced copy of response or ribbon order for Play Day celebration.

rucs. vncHmr+ Q~eaor,s l~ •

PENNANTS.SADGCS. ~• LOO G[ AND MIN SUPPLILS

May s, 1926.

TPE: NG
Reduced copies of two ribbon styles presented during the District Play Day competitions in the early 19209.
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Second Annual Community L "i

Saturday; May 14th, 1927

Wait LA4 M-4"

At Pillsbury,  ..D.

Parades, Band Concert, Athletic Events, Comics.  Six Grand` Prizes
A bill made out on Oct. 1, 1927 for the printing charge of 200 Fair bills (posters) for $4.50.

On the left are two reduced copies of two posters showing 1  the growth in area participation from Minnie Lake,

Ellsbury, Baldwin, and Grand Prairie townships to include all townships and schools, also those of: Alta, Noltimier, Oriska, Moe, Carpenter, Moore, Weimer and Getchell.
3R
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The "Men's Lodge" float entry for Play Day.

A 1928 Play Day float.

The "Ness Lunch" float with Howard Ness, Paul Pederson ,9!ad Gerry Ganzel (in wagon). Note the ice cream cones.

Warming up before their performance on the '36 Play Day celebration is the Sanborn Band.

In 1939, one of the popular Play Day events included the May Pole Dance for the 4th-, 5th- and 6th-grade students.

Arvin and Nola Keyes getting ready for the Play Day Parade in 1939.

A Play Day float in 1928 with Doris Rock, Ethel McKay, Ruth Carico, Lucile Graven, Janet Ganzel and Laureen Room.

The Pillsbury Royal Neighbors ,Pioat. Notice the vehicles

in front of the float.

The 1st-place float in the 7th-, 8th- and 9th-grade division of the '39 Play Day.
A few of the youth at the Play Day celebration in 1942 were (1-r):

Donna McKay, Ruth Linerud, Jane Kingston, Jessie Nielson, James Nielson, Merle Flatt, Carroll Burchill and Glen Flatt.

-~ PILLSBURY BAND

Playing a few musical selections at a street intersection in Page, N.D., is the Pillsbury Band.

One day i n 1920 word was passed around school that anyone who was interested in forming a band was to meet at Fred Keyes' Store that following Sunday morning. Instruments would be there for them to look over and pick out which one they wanted to play. It seems that a man, name forgotten, who lived in a town south of Pillsbury, had a band there and wanted to start another in Pillsbury. Quite a bunch of boys showed up. In looking the instruments over, Mr. Sorenson, who owned a grain elevator, picked up a sax and started playing it. A.J. Drayton, a local farmer, picked up a cornet and the two of them had an impromtu duet right there.

When the group got together in the school gymnasium for their first session, the leader had trouble getting the horns tuned together. Mr. Drayton stepped forward offering suggestions. When the leader found out that A.J. knew more about a band and the instruments than he did, he insisted that A.J. take over.

A.J. Drayton had actually grown up with music. His father, William H. Drayton, had played the clarinet for 20 years with the Boston Musical Society, predecessor. of the well-known Boston Symphony Orchestra. A.J. could play any instrument, although he started on the violin, given

to him by his grandfather when A.J. was four years old. According to Drayton family records, "Alfred J. organized a band at Dysart, Iowa, when 18 or 19, with the help of a Mr. Fisher, publisher of the Dysart Supporter. The Dysart Band played all towns within 30 or 40 miles at Fourth of July and Decoration Day celebrations. The band went to Vinton for a Democratic rally and Toledo, county seat of Tama County, for a state convention that nominated a governor."- It seems that Mr. Drayton was well qualified.

The members got together once or twice a week to learn and to practice, some having never played before. Of course, all were expected to practice at home, too. The sessions were very regular, even in winter at 20 degrees below zero. Eventually, they learned, got uniforms and a band materialized.

A few people had dropped out, and others came in -- one of the latter being Bill Harris. They would go on what were called Booster Trips, making a circuit of the nearby towns; playing three or four pieces and then moving on to the next town.

They were at Hope, N. D., one time when a man with a new gold-plated slide trombone joined the group and started playing with them. He was all grins and said, speaking of A.J., "Let's see how

PILLSBURY BAND DREW SMALL CDA

The Pillsbury Concert Band presented a concert at Hope last evening and probably owing to the fac, thin, they had no medicine to sell. were greets¢ by a very small audience.

The band arrived about eight o'clock and after playing several numbers on the street repaired to the opera house and presented' the following program:

U. S. Military March Serenade "Cupids Charms" Composition--"Raggy Trombone" Band

Trombone Solo "When you and I were Young Maggie"..I (}. Cowles Vocal Solo-"When Song Is Sweet" O. B. Sorenson Baritone 8010-"My Old Kentucky

Home" .......... W. W. Drayton Vocal Duet--"Loves Old Sweet Song' The_144804.41aan and McCrory Violin Obligato--Mrs. I. % O. Cowles Pisao-Mrs. O. B. Sorenson Saxophone Duet-.-"Nearer and Dearer. . O. B. Sorenson and E. Holler Cornet Solo-"Sliver Stream"....

. A. J.  Draytou .

Alto •and Cornet, Trio-"Should Old Acquaintance be Forgot" Messers. Pitney, Keyes, and Pitney Ensemble

"Consentration March" "Double Eagle March" "National Emblem March" Band

The band is made up of twentyfour members all equipped with splendid instruments and has the hearty co-operation of the community. A. J. Drayton is director.

In 1922, the Pillsbury Band Members were (seated I-r): an unknown individual, John Cowles, another unknown person, Bob Carmichael, Bill Drayton, Ray Drayton, Mr. Lake, Pete Campbell, Harold Watson, Frank Campbell, Mervin Keyes (kneeling); standing (1-r): Clarence Keyes, A.D. Drayton, Ernest Holler, Mr. Thomas, Don Drayton, Wesley Wittkop, Mr. Sorensen and Bill Harris.

long it takes for him to recognize me." He pointed the slide right at A.J. and kept playing. A.J. looked at him ..., and kept looking ..., finally exclaiming, "Why, if it isn'told Bill Harris." Theywere like two kids the rest of the day. Bill Harris had played in A.J.'s band in Iowa and had been playing a lot since those days. He said he had worn out three trombones.  ,

There were a couple of other men who wanted to join the band, but they wanted to get paid. A.J. told them, "No. This is all volunteer, just something to do andto have a I ittle fun."

There were concerts in Page, Valley City and of course, Pillsbury, besides some of the other towns. At the concerts, A.J. sometimes gave cornet solos, accompanied by his daughter Polly or his

The Pillsbury Band lined up and ready to march on the 4th of July.

Pillsbury Will Hold Celebration on 4th

Judge Englert, Speaker  Field Sports and Base Ball

Wrestling and Boxing  Bowery Dance at Night

Newspaper accounts of Pillsbury's Band Concert at Hope l and plans to perform f or the 4th of July.

wife. They also played at the State Fair in Fargo, N.D., for three years.

There was also an orchestra that played for dances, made up of A.J., Mr. Cowles, manager of the Farmers' Co-op Store; Mr. Sorensen, Polly Drayton, and sometimes, Bill Harris. Polly Drayton says, "We furnished dance music for many a barn dance around Pillsbury and vicinity."

Mr. Drayton went to Fargo sometime after 1924 to see about a job in a band. He played with them a few times, and was offered $35.00 a week -$140.00 a month. However, the people of Pillsbury wanted him back to keep the band going there. They said they'd give concerts and pay him. They gave one concert and raised $80.00, but interest seemed to lag after that.

Pillsbury Boosters and Band Here Wednesday

The Pillsbury boosters arrived in Hope yesterday afternoon with their band and spent a pleasant hour here. They are advertising the Fourth of July, celebration which is to be held at Wennerstrom's. Grove. A complete program for the.day has been arranged which includQs an address by Judge Englert. of Valley City, ball games, wrestling, boxing, races (automobile, horse and foot) and other sports. A tug-of-war will also be one of the attractions and Chiefof-Police Oscar Johnson is lining up a team that he figures will be able to pull Dave's team all over the farm.

Newspaper clipping of Pillsbury Boosters and Band.

RECREATION

For winter fun in 1937 and other years, free sled rides were given around the block when pulled by a vehicle.

Skating on a homemade pond behind Wittkop's Gars*e in 1937 during the winter of

the "blue snow."

Kelly Barr snowshoeing - on the streets in 1948.
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Cliff Lee and Ernest Anderson ona sleigh that also providedfun, winter recreation.

The members of a Pillsbury softball team

are (front): Chauncey Picullil, Ken Ihry,

Lloyd Law and son, Gene, Willis McKay, r

Bud Law and Carl Elston; back: Neil McKay,

Bob Iverson, Rudy Norman, Wally Norman, Ralph Norman, Tom Lemley and Frank McKay.

Another softball team included (front): an unknownindividual, Willis McKay, Wally Norman, Kelly Barr,Wilford Law; back: Lloyd Law, Bun Satrom, Teddy McKay,Ralph Norman, Keith Richardson and Wesley Flatt.

Harold Watson, Dave Catagion and M.G. Pederson.

The members of the 1940sGirls Softball Team were (front):Delores Tuenge; middle: Marion Smith,Lois Abraham, Doris Levin; back:Jean McKay, Blanche Norman,and June McKay.

The 1964 Girls' 4-H Championship Softball Team.Front (kneeling 1-r): Linda Gunderson, Debby Flatt,Paulette Gunderson, Kathy Gunderson, Vicki Larsonand Mary Lynn Burchill. Back: Janet Burchill,Nancy Nielson, Marilyn Larson and Becky Flatt.

The members of the Pillsbury Women's Softball Teamwhich won first place in the tournament at Luverne in1978 were (ton to bottom, l-r): Mary Nielson, DeloresBurchill, Kelcey Burchill, Pat Kirschner, Rochelle Flatt,Linda Carico, Jackie Washburn, Kathy Levin, AgnesSalander, Coach Carey Flatt, Carol Kimble, MarionPickar, Susan Lemley, Becky Burchill and Pat Taylor.The women's teams also earned first-place tournamenthonors in 1979 and 1980, and third-place honors in 1981.

--> TRANSPORTATION <-

Peter and Mette Lee in the early 1900s.

An old Model-T.

Wesley Wittkop's 1958 Chevy automobile.

Mrs. Otto Jungnitsch

and two-year-old daughter, Minnie, in 1916.

That Old Model T

I found it half hidden away

In a tangle of brush and weeds,

Not far from the spot where the children play And the path to the orchard leads.

A front wheel's missing, the fenders are bent, The birds have built a nest in one seat; The leather upholstery's tattered and rent, It's destruction is almost complete.

For years it was given the choicest abode, Till a new car appeared on the scene; And the old Model T was lost to the road, Crowded out by a gaudy machine.

The tool house claimed it and answered its needs Till a tractor came puffing along; And then it was left to repose in the weeds, Lulled to sleep by the meadowlark's song.

After the chores were all done for the night We took off for town - girlfriend and me; I often look back with pleasant delight How we snuggled in that old Model T.

A wrecked car at Pillsbury

from an August 21, 1924 accident where one man was injured and another one was killed.

Pictured to the

left is a 1950 Dodge car.

112.

I went inside a u.g c l u ~(-h a ac 

Where the choirsagg s ,,we!, And the organist was wonder/u, As he made the' anthems swell. "

The foyer was'magnificeni

The benches padded too,

And the~toweringstained glass windows Proudly boasted every hue.

It waw all so'very lovely

But w htn me was sad

For ! t~ `oligh t back to my childhood And the bl ssed `times I'd hail.

yt  ~f  ,

Well, I guess you'd call it progress To have steeples and a dome. But my wistful heart is longing

For that country church back home.

CHURCHES <
Baldwin Presbyterian Church

and

Minnie LakeLutheran Church

Baldwin Presbyterian Church
Minnie Lake Lutheran Church

For my church wan the country  And when a faithful member

And was simply pai led white.  Would be gently laid to rest

There Ilearned theloveof Jesus -  We all would share the bitter sorrow

What was wrong and wlitxt was right.  And yet agree that He knew best. No, we didn't have a choir,

But I think the angels carne

And joined in with the members To sing praises to His nan{e.

And the prayers there werdso Muching  (Author unknown) With each member on his knees"

As they prayed, "Thank you for he blessing,

And "come quickly, Jesus, please. "

1a

Baldwin Presbyterian Church

The original building and site of Baldwin PresbyterianChurch in Section 14, Baldwin Township.

Rev. James Baldwin for whomthe Baldwin PresbyterianChurch is named.

The origins of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church of Pillsbury can be traced to the year 1888. Already there were a number of settlers in this area of northeastern Barnes County, mostly of English, Irish, or Scotch-Irish origin. In June of that year, a Mr. Jacob of the American Sunday School Union organized a Sunday School in what would later become Baldwin Township. The Sunday School included people from a wide area, and met at the Sowden School in Section 15, near the center of the township.

In the fall of 1888, Reverend James H. Baldwin held a series of preaching services at the Sowden School. Rev. Baldwin was at the trirne serving as a Presbyterian missionary, and spent a number of years organizing congregations in the east-central part of northern Dakota Territory from his base at Tower City. At the end of the three-week series of meetings, a petition was circulated in the community to organize a church. The organizational meeting was held on December 23, 1888 at the schoolhouse,- followed by a baptismal service and Holy Communion. The new body was named Goose Lake Presbyterian Church. Rev. Baldwin, 74 years of age at the time, became the first pastor, and Mrs. W.J. Smith was named Sunday School superintendent. The following were elected as the first elders: John Mitchell, John McKay and H.A. Northrop.

Rev. Baldwin served the church until 1899, traveling each weekend from his home at Tower City to the schoolhouse on the hill, where services were held for the first fifteen years of the church's existence. During this time the congregation grew rapidly. At the time of his retirement, Rev. Baldwin was 85 years old. He died three years later at the home of his son in Cooperstown, N.D. Rev. Baldwin called the Baldwin Church "the child of my old age." In his honor, the name of the township

was changed from Algeo to Baldwin in 1896.

In 1903, subscriptions were solicited from the members of the Baldwin congregation to raise money for construction of a church building, which was long overdue. Construction began later that year on a parcel of land in Section 14, donated by W.J. Smith and located just west of his farmstead. The new building was dedicated in the fall of 1905, with Rev. A.C. Brown of Fargo officiating. In 1908, a parsonage was built next to the church.

With the completion of the Fargo-Surrey Cutoff of the Great Northern Railroad, the village of Pillsbury was founded in 1911, four miles to the east of the Baldwin Church. It was decided in 1912 to move the church building and parsonage to Pillsbury, where it was placed on a lot on the west side of town.

From 1899 through 1917, thirteen different pastors served the church, none staying more than a year or two. Nevertheless, the years following 1912 until about 1920 were "boom" years for Pillsbury, and -the church grew accordingly. A particularly prosperous period in the history of the congregation wasduring the. pastorship of. Rev..J. Way Huey, 1918-1922. After this, many supply pastors served the church. The next permanent pastor was Rev. Paul Jackson, who served from 1926 to 1929. After this time, the church was again served by supply pastors until the tenure of Rev. E.J. Meyer, 1935-1938.

The Depression years of the Twenties and Thirties were years of financial struggle and declining membership and attendance for the Baldwin Church. Pastors were scarce and it was difficult to keep an active program going. In the 1940s the church continued its struggle to stay open. Rev. James Brinks, a Congregational minister Hope, served the church from 1941 to 1944. After this, Rev. C. Maxwell Brown of Valley City began

This Is My Church

It is composed of people like me. We make

it what it is.

It will be friendly, if lam.

Its pews will be filled, if l help to fill them. It will do great work, if I work.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if

lama generous giver.

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I bring them.

It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church with

a noble spirit -- if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these.

Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want my church to be.

Reverend and Mrs. Irving Standley, whoserved the church for 30 years.

holding Sunday services alternately at the church in Pillsbury and the Baldwin Consolidated School. From 1945 through 1947, the church was again served by Congregational pastors from Hope, Reverends R.H. Weber and A.C. Walker. It was at this time that church membership dwindled to eight, and the church nearly closed its doors. However, an appeal was made to the community, and the necessary funds were raised to keep the church open.

During these years of struggle from the Twenties through the Forties, Rev. R.L. Colvin of Erie came intermittently to Pillsbury whenever the church needed a preacher, moderator, or advisor, and was responsible for helping to keep the church alive.

About 1950, interest in the work of the Baldwin Church began to rebound, and the congregation grew in the years following. Rev. J.B. Bulkley, who served the church from 1950 through 1954, was a catalyst for much of this growth. A Sunday School was once again organized, and a youth fellowship group began to meet. I n 1953, the church celebrated the 50th anniversary of the construction of the church building and the 65th anniversary of the congregation's organzation.

In late 1954, Rev. Irving Standley came to serve the church as an interim pastor. This arrangement soon became permanent, and he served as pastor until September of 1984. The Standleys lived in Valley City throughout these years where they also held a daily radio broadcast from their home.

'The current association with the Colgate Presbyterian Church dates to 1902 when the Colgate Church was organized. The two churches have nearly always been served by the same pastor since that time. Rev. Bulkley and Rev. Standley also served the Page Baptist Church from 1950 through 1970 when that church closed its doors.

in 1985, the churches at Pillsbury and Colgate became associated with the Presbyterian Church in Cooperstown, and are currently served by Rev. William Shields.

Over the years, many improvements have been made to the church building, the most significant of which was in the early 1960s when a

Reverend William Shields and wife, Ann, andchildren, Matthew and Elizabeth.Rev. Shields is presently serving the church.

new foundation and basement were put. under the building, the belfry torn down, and a classroom and entryway added to the east side of the building. Plumbing was added in 1972. The old manse was disposed of in the late 1950s.

On June 18, 1978, a large crowd attended the, celebration marking the 75th anniversary of the building of the church and the 90th anniversary of the congregation. Services were held outdoors on the church grounds. Former pastor, Rev. J.B. Bulkley, was the featured speaker.

Despite the decline in the population of the Pillsbury area, the Baldwin Presbyterian Church continues today. It has a particularly active Sunday School program, and shares a youth program with the Colgate Church. Vacation Bible School is held each year, alternating between the two churches. There is also a women's organization, the United Presbyterian Women, which meets monthly.

1988 will markthe centennial year of this small congregation, after which it will begin its second century. of service in the community..

Minnie Lake Church

The first Confirmation Class of Minnie Lake Lutheran Church in 1916.

Reverend Hans Upstad served theMinnie Lake Lutheran Church in the1930s. In 1974 he returned to the parishand continues to serve the church.

Just to the north in Section 6 of Minnie Lake Township, a Scandinavian Methodist Church had been built in 1904.

Minnie Lake Methodist Church ran into financial difficulties, so they sold their edifice to a Lutheran group in 1922-23. It became aligned with the Cooperstown Conference and later the Fargo Conference, and was served by the pastors of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Page, N.D., which Rev. E.C. Tollefson had organized. He also organized a Ladies Aid in 1916 which grew under the guidance of E.O. Stensen who served from 192328. This hardworking group of women purchased the Methodist Church with a cash down payment of $225. The last payment was made in 1928.

Some of the early Lutheran pastors on record were: Tollefson, Rev. E.O. Stensen, Rev. Carl Lucky, Rev. Hans Upstad (present Minnie Lake pastor) and Rev. Hartje.

During the later 1920s and through the 1930s, Minnie Lake suffered because of the national Depression, a drought and the decline in church population. As the 1940s approached, crops began to boom, and many young men started farming' in this community. Under thee leadership of Pastors Skelbred and J.O. Coughlin, everyone pitched in and completely repaired and remodeled the Minnie Lake Church. In 1948 it was ready. Shortly after, it was struck by lightning and burned to the ground. Wesley Chapel then offered them the use of their church for services at a different hour.

I n 1949, negotiations were begun whereby Minnie Lake would buy Wesley Chapel. In March 1950 final actions were complete and Wesley Chapel was sold to them for $2,000 (part of their fire insurance money). The few remaining members were transferred to Salem Methodist, Page and Valley City.

At this time, State Highway #32 had to be


rebuilt. They paid Minnie Lake a good sum of money to move it away from the road. With a new enlarged basement, chancel, Sunday School rooms and entry, they now had a lovely little church. Trees were planted on the north and west sides of the church. The parishioners took turns taking care of the trees much to the distress of the younger generation.

In 1961 Minnie Lake was realigned with Our Saviors Lutheran Church of Sanborn, N.D., in the Jamestown Conference. The pastors since J.O. Coughlin were E. Anderson; I. Stangland; J. Mikkelson; R. Nicholson and D. Heinrichs.

Since 1975, Rev. Hans Upstad has once again been serving Minnie Lake. He celebrated his 90th birthday in 1986, drives to Sanborn and Minnie Lake from Moorhead, Minn., every Sunday, and has been a spiritual blessing to the community for many years.

The history of the church would not be complete without making mention of the dedicated women throughout the years. Our little community will long remember the ludefisk and lefse suppers their Scandinavian heritage is so famous for. Suppers were a means of Christian community fellowship, as well as a means to earn money for many functions.

Though the active membership is now very small, the American Lutheran Church Women (ALCW) is still always ready to help out with a funeral, auction sale, or any other community service, and are as always the heart of the community.

Some present day members of Minnie Lake are the: Earl Slaters, Archie Olsons, Glen Powers, Ben Sundstroms, Ben Sathers, Lynn Wilsons, Clinton Hendersons, Mrs. Floyd Olson, Paul Kappels and Maynard Hendricks.

things in life either as was evident from accounts of a Literary Society enjoyed by men and women, alike. These evenings were spent listening to musical selections, readings, recitations or book discussions. This club had been organized by one of the teachers at the school only to disband for lack of a leader after he left the area.

Another club often mentioned in the local news column was a girls' sewing club, perhaps the beginning of the present 4-H clubs. Mentioned also were meetings of a commercial club, a community club, PTA, as well as several church related groups. Most accounts of these clubs boasted Iarge memberships and busy schedules.

While not many additional facts are available for these groups, it was quite evident that people enjoyed getting together and at the same time filled a particular need.

ORGANIZATIONS <-
The cast of a play put on by community members under the direction of Mrs. Lloyd Johnson. The cast members are Ethel McKay, Lester Smith, Blanche Norman, Mr. Johnson, Gordon Myer, Marj Myer and Mrs. Lloyd Johnson.

As the city of Pillsbury and the surrounding area experienced a growth in population, along with this growth came the need for entertainment and companionship. This resulted in the start of clubs and organizations to fullfill the various needs and interests of its people.

I n early newspaper accounts from the Pillsbury and Baldwin columns in "The Hope Pioneer" there is mention of various clubs and group meetings. One of the first mentioned was the Modern Woodsmen, a men's club and its counterpart, the Royal Neighbors, for women. Another group called itself the Pillsbury Farmer's Club and met every two weeks. The 1913 officers of this group were L.B. Smith, president; John Smith, vice president; and Roy Smith, secretarytreasurer. The club sponsored speakers who would discuss farming issues, new practices etc., and many times reported attendance well into the two hundreds.

The early residents did not lack for the "finer"

Pillsbury had several 4-H clubs throughout the years, for both boys and girls. In the local columns of~ "The HoPioneer" a Busy Bee and AgClub meeting was mentioned as early as June-of 1921,

Records show that the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers Club helped organize a girl's 4-H club in 1925 with Miss !vaMcCorryas the leaderl Addle McKay served as president and Marjorie (Smith) Myer was secretary.

The next record of any dub is not until 1942 when Mrs. J.G. (Lillian) Burch!!l began the Pillsbury Bluebirds 4-H club with the help of Mrs. R. J. (Kathryn) Barn Mr. Ben Norfhridge, a teacher, would allow the girls to fake one hour off from school to have a meeting, then return to shool in

~U~~~
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~ Club

The members of the Pillsbury 4-11 0QueBirdK%ob taking part in a

1942 Play Day Parade are (front to back):

Jane Kingston, Loo@leNorman, VipiuoD0mratmd, Dorothy Odegaard and an unknown individual.

Two 4-H leaders wereVeNmu8mm&h and LiKbmuBmruh@l.

The members of the PillsburyBluebirds 4-H Club were frontJennifer Mrs. Frank Lemley (not pictured).Burchill; back: Mary Lynn Burchill,Michelle Lemley, Margaret Dotting,Jean Dotting, Linda Burchill,Mrs. Lorne Burchfll and

time to go home. Other leaders of the Bluebirds were: Mrs. ve!masmim  Mrs. Ar!eneaurcmx

`- . Mrs. Claak Mrs, CharleenLpm!ev .  '.

Mrs. Ruby Anderson Mrs. Darlenemry'' '  Mrs. Marinrie Myer  Mrs. oe!oreoeurcom  ' '

- - 'x^rs.LeonJensen  /wrs~ xxarvLynnxxrer  ` Mrs. Betty Larson

There was also a boy's club called the Pillsbury Ag Club. Both clubs would celebrate holiday parties together. They also participated. in the annual Barnes County Picnic Sofba!! Tournarnenf. The girls team won the County Championship in 1964.

The year would culminate with the display of exhibits at the 4-H Achievement Days in Valley City. The early A-Wers however, enjoyed the chance to also exhibit their projects at the Pillsbury Community Fair held in the fall of each year. They could win money prizes for their top

Sharon Slater, daughter ofEarl and Helen Slater, was the1964 Barnes County Dairy Princess. She was sponsored by theLoyal Homemakers Club.

exhibits.  attended the National 4-H Congress in Chicago in

Besides Achievement Days, many op-  the 1950s and Mary Lynn Burchill who was named

portunities were available to win awards and  the top winner in the State Home Economics

honors on the county, district, state and national  Contest at the State Fair in Minot in 1970.

levels. One national winner was Diane Myer, who  The Bluebirds4-H club was discontinued in 1974.

Homemakers Clubs

Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers Club

Organized in 1923
The Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers on their 40th Anniversary. They are,front: Bessie Elbers, Charleen Lemley, Betty Larson, Bertha Gunderson,Minnie Wilson, Marjorie Myer and Elizabeth Barr. Standing in theback are: Velma Smith, Gladys Kingston, Carolyn Gisi, Doris Lemley,Bonnie Burchill, Ua McKay, LaMae Lemley and Ethel McKay.

The Loyal Homemaker's Club of Pillsbury was one of the first clubs organized in Barnes County. Miss Grace DeLong for the extension division of the N DAC, now North Dakota State University, helped organize the club in 1923.

No record of the charter members' names is available,.but it is believed they are as follows: Miss Hattie Smith, president; Mrs. Roy Smith, vice president; Mrs. T.J. Kingston, secretary-_ treasurer; with members Mrs. Hans Johnson, Mrs. M.G. Pederson, Mrs. Chris Ganzel, Mrs. Ida Smith, Mrs. Minnie McKee, Mae Keyes, Daisy McKay, Mrs. Jarvis, and Mrs. Vern Cowles. Other early members were Elsie (Barr) Jalbert, Flora Barr, Mrs. Comer and Mrs. Everett.

In 1925 the homemakers helped organize a girls' 4-H club with Mrs. Iva McCorry acting as local leader, Addie ,M Kay serving as president

   *10

and Marjorie Smith (Myer) as secretary. They also  ".W'"" AtA  a~n° were actively engaged in helping the community

through various services such as serving lunches at

the farmers' AAA meet`sng during the 194rls, sen-  ~~

ding Christmas boxes to the men in the service i-1  YI 1944 and compiling a service flag and name plate -f

119.

The members of the Grand Prairie Homemakers Club (seated front, l-r) are:

Kim Owen, Kathy Burchill, Marie Leadbetter, Vivian Melville; middle (I-r):

Iva Holcomb, Irene Holcomb, Evelyn Burchill, Alice Lindquist; back (l-r):

Shirley Owen, Alberta Mostad, Barbara Owen, Marguerite Taylor, Nora Sannes, Shirley Svenningsen, Ann Haga, Sandy Burchill, Birdie Melville and Clarice Powers.

Kathy Burchill, Sandy Burchill, Ann Haga, Irene Holcomb, Iva Holcomb, Marie Leadbetter, Byrdie Melville, Vivian Melville, Alberta Molstad, Barbara Owen, Kim Owen, Shirley Owen, Clarice Powers, Nora Sannes, Shirley Svenningsen and

. Marguerite Taylor.

our men in service during World War 11, which was dedicated on June 14, 1943.

Other activities included a Home Nursing Class which was organized in November 1943 with Mable (sham the registered nurse. They also furnished dishes and silverware for the Pillsbury Wildlife Hall, sponsored Sharon Slater as Barnes County Dairy Princess for 1965, contributed to the 4-H Camp at Leonard, N.D., and helped with

cancer drives.

The Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers celebrated their fortieth anniversary as a club on March 6, 1963 with a luncheon. There were fifteen members at that time. Presently there are seven members: Margaret Gunderson, Esther Kingston, Ethel McKay, Marjorie Myer, Marion Pickar, Velma Smith and Minnie Wilson. As of this writing they have been in existence for 53 years.

Grand Prairie Homemakers ClubJanuary 1929 beginning.
The Grand Prairie Homemaker's Club first organized as a Ladies Aid group with no particular church affiliation. It had its beginning in January of 1929 when several ladies gathered at the Peder Sannes home.

There were 20 charter members who became members of the first Grand Prairie Homemakers Club. They sponsored most of the social functions in the area, as well as the Sunday School, which was held at the Consolidated School. It has continued along these same lines through the years by sponsoring bridal showers, baby showers, anniversaries or any community project where it could be of service.

Charter members were:

Mrs. J.H. Burchill, Mrs. J.S. Carlson, Mrs. W. Danforth,

Ada Danforth, Mrs. Walter Downs, Mrs. M. Murdoch, Mrs. W. McKay, Mrs. Hector McKay, Mrs. S. Noxon, Dolly Noxon, Mrs. C. Powers, Mrs. F.R. Scudder, Mrs. P. Sannes, Mrs. H. Sundstrom, Mrs. Ed Ward, Mrs. Tom Ward and Mrs. E.J. Holcomb.

Present day members are Betty Burchill,

Baldwin Homemaker's Club

The Baldwin Homemaker's Club was organized the 25th of April, 1935. The first officers for the 25-member organization included Ida Burchill, president; Ellen Jensen, vice president; and Ethel McKay, secretary/treasurer.

Current members include Echo Brown, president; Delores Burchill, vice president; Marion Flatt, secretary; Arlene Burchill, treasurer; Eleanor Becker, Grace Bowen, Jeneva Burchill, Jeanne Diemert, Luvia Flatt, Annie

Jensen, Pat Nielson and Janet Pross.

This club, being the only social activity in Baldwin Township, has done much to create community spirit and bring friends and neighbors closer together. In the early years the club sponsored parties at Baldwin School entertaining families of the community. They entertained club members, their husbands and friends in honor of their silver- and golden-wedding anniversaries. They still help with the 25th- and 50th-anniversary

parties for their members.

All the major project lessons have been given throughout the years by their leaders. They've contributed to charity and many county extension programs.

Grace Bowen, a member, who is 91 years of age, continues to be hostess for the club's annual Christmas party and serves a turkey dinner to members and their spouses.

Eleanor Becker has kept a scrapbook of club activities and pictures of the members that show and tell history since the club was organized.

The club had their 50th Anniversary party June 5, 1985 at the home of Jeneva Burchill. Three of the


charter members were present and honored by the group. They were Ila McKay of Washington state, Orva Rasmussen of Valley City and Ethel McKay of Hope. Seven former members, Marjorie Myer, Bertha Aman, Manda Evanson, Ranee Svenningsen, Gwen Downs, Dorothy Ackley, Virginia Leadbetter and Esther Schoewe, former extension agent from 1953-1958, were in attendance.

Angie Sowden of Oriska, Ida Burchill of California, Ellen Jensen of Valley City, Lila Johnson of Washington state and Constance Neagle Lightfoot of Arizona, all charter members, were unable to attend.

The members of the Country Casual

Homemakers Club are front: Mary Nielson,Nancy Overland; back: Barb Zerf ace, Gayle Burchill,Cindy Jess, Becky Burchill, Susan Lemley,Rochelle Flatt and Susan Bellon.

Country Casuals Homemaker's ClubFormed in June of 1974.

The Country Casuals Homemaker's Club of Pillsbury off icially formed on June 14, 1979 with ten charter members. These members were Becky Burchill, Gayle Burchill, Kathy Burchill, Linda Carico, Rochelle Flatt, Linda Jacobson, Cindy

Jess, Susan Lemley, Joy Mortensen and Mary Lee Nielson.

The club has been active in community work and donating to various organizations as well as sponsoring a resident from the Grafton State School, delivering cookie boxes to local Senior

Citizens and keeping updated on homemaker's lessons.

The club's current members are Susan Bellon, Becky Burchill, Gayle Burchill, Rochelle Flatt, Cindy Jess, Susan Lemley, Mary Lee Nielson, Nancy Overland and Barb Zerface.

Pillsbury Community Club

This is the float used by thePillsbury Community Club at areacelebrations. Standing on the floatare Mary Lee Nielson and hertwo sons, Matt and Peter.

The officers of the Pillsbury CommunityClub are (1-r): Susan Bellon, treasurer;Darrel Brudevold, president; Gayle Burchill,secretary; and Clark Lemley, vice president.

Tom Kingston and Kelcey Burchill

were two of the participants in a Walk-A-Thon sponsored by the Pillsbury Community Club for the 1987 Diamond Jubilee.

Cutting grain for the threshing demonstrationfor the Diamond Jubilee celebration are Darrel Brudevold(on the tractor) and flay Umsted (on the binder).

Also helping with the preparations for

the threshing demonstration is Ole Erickson,

who's shocking the cut grain.

With the 75th anniversary of the City of Those present at the charter meeting were: Pillsbury approaching .in 1987, many people. Lester Abraham, Phyllis Altringer, Harold and gathered at the Senior Citizens Center on April 3, Susan Bellon, Darrel Brudevold, Gayle Burchill, 1985, to form the Pillsbury Community Club.  Carey Matt, Cindy Jess, Lori Johnson, Clarence

The club was organized for the sole purpose of Keyes, Richard Lee, Carol and Dennis McGuire, coordinating the 75th Diamond Jubilee on July 3, 4 Ethel McKay, Agnes Mitzel, Marion Pickar and and 5, 1987.  Joe and Minnie Wilson.

Elected as officers at the meeting were Darrel  To raise funds for the jubilee, the Community

Brudevold, president; Clark Lemley, vice  Club has sponsored several fund-raisers. A quilt

president; Gayle Burchill, secretary, and Susan  raffle, bingo, a consignment auction sale and a

Bellon, treasurer. Meetings were scheduled for the  walk-a-thon were held. On July 4, 1985, a turkey and

second Monday of each month to be held at the  beef barbecue picnic was held followed by a variety

Senior Center. Also, committees were formed for  show and fireworks. Over 330 people attended.

the various needs of the celebration.  The club continues to prepare for the jubilee

A membership drive was undertaken to start  and plans to disband when all details of the

funding for the celebration. At this writing, a total  celebration have been completed. of 297 people paid a $5 membership fee.

N.D. #155 Pillsbury T.O.P.S.

N.D. #155 Pillsbury T.O.P.S. Club was organized July 15, 1969 and originally called themselved the "Morning Glory TOPS Club." Charter members were Virginia Leadbetter, Eleanor Becker, Betty, Larson, Marjorie Myer, Annie Jensen, Darlene Ihry, Helen Slater and Grace Bowen.

The weekly meetings are presently held at the Senior Center building but had been held at the Baldwin Township Hall and the Wildlife Hall at


The current members are seated: LaMae Lemley, Gayle Burchilll, Cindy Jess, Albertaiolstad; standing: Bev McCallister, Margaret Abraham, Susan Bellon, Margaret Gunderson, Virginia Leadbetter, Louise Henderson, Lori Johnson, Carol Kimble, Marion Pickar and Tammy Wojcik.

Not pictured are: Carol McKee, Kathy Burchill, Peggy Koch and Susan Lemley.

different times. The present membership is at~17.

Eleanor Becker was the first president. Presently the officers are: Louise Henderson, president; Tammy Wojcik, vice president; Gayle Burchill, secretary; Lori Johnson, treasurer; Marion Pickar, weight recorder; and Carol Kimble, assistant weight recorder.

In 1970 the club won the state plaque for best average loss per member.

Pillsbury Wildlife Club

On April 3, 1954, the first recorded meeting of the Pillsbury Wildlife Club was held. The first location for the club was along Lake Ashtabula on land donated by Gordon Myer. Herman Jess served as the president, Richard Lee as vice president, Dale Larson as secretary and Rudy Norman as treasurer.

By May of 1955 the decision was made to build a new club house in Pillsbury, and in late June of the same year work was begun on a 50' by 80' structure situated along the west side of Main Street between First and Second Avenue. The 73-member club used money contributed by groups and individuals


The Pillsbury Wildlife Hall at present.

to fund the building project, and work was done by volunteers with groups of 20 to 30 men working throughout the summer. While the men of the area supplied the labor to build, groups of ladies took turns supplying meals and lunches.

That September the club fell about $5,000 short of funds to finish the building. With money borrowed from Mrs. Herman Jess and all club members signing a note to pay her back in two years, the building was completed. In addition, the building was rented to the school for its activities. This new building became the main building for use by private parties as well as activities sponsored

123.

Pillsbury Senior Citizens Building.

The Pillsbury Wildlife Hall under constructionin the summer of 1955. The charter of thePillsbury Wildlife Club is on May 1, 1954.

by the Wildlife Club itself.

In 1955 the front entry was changed to allow room for two lockers and two restrooms.

At its peak, the Wildlife Club registered a membership of over 100 men. After the closing of the school, however, membership declined. The last official meeting of its members was held on March 10, 1981, with Randy Jess as president, George Jess, vice president; Russell Burchill as secretary and Clarence Keyes as treasurer.

In 1986 the City of Pillsbury became the owner of the building.

Charter certificate of Pillsbury Wildlife Club.

Young at Heart Senior itizens' Club

The Pillsbury Young at Heart Senior Citizens' Club was organized on March 6, 1974 with a membership of 35. First officers were Ed Levin, president; Paul Gunderson, vice president; Velma Smith, secretary; , and .Genevieve -Carico, treasurer.

Meetings. were held in the Wildlife Hall until 1980 when they moved to the former Randy Jess house which had been purchased by Ed Levin. The club members rented the building from him until purchasing it in 1981.

Present officers are Ed Levin, president; Richard Lee, vice president; and Emma Lee, secretary-treasurer.

Baldwin Township History

Baldwin Township (143N Range 57W) was originally petitioned to be named Algeo in October of 1895. The original petition was filed by Roderick McKay and James Algeo. Another petition was filed three months later to name the township Baldwin after Reverend James Harvey Baldwin, a pioneer Presbyterian minister.

The first township meeting was held January 18, 1896, at the Goose Lake District #81 schoolhouse. The following people were elected:

Supervisors: Tom Thompson,

F.J. Algeo, Will Burchill Clerk: Hector McKay

Treasurer: George Sowden Assessor: Will Bilmore

Justices of the Peace: Dan Livingston,

George L. Smith

Constables: Will Sowden, Pat Doran Overseers: Neil McKay, A.B. Danforth

Roderick McKay is believed to be the first settler of Baldwin Township. He came from Canada with his brothers Hector and Neil. The first claim Neil McKay filed was jumped and as he wasn't yet 21 he couldn't fight it. Other early settlers were William J. Smith and Jay Wellwood, both from New York state. Wellwood was later elected a delegate from Barnes County to the Constitutional Convention of the state of North Dakota.

As more people took up land claims, many sod shanties were built and the railroad constructed. Three one-room schools were built, the Steiner School in the northwest, the Burchill School in the south and the Sowden School in the Goose Lake area. It was in the Sowden School that Reverend Baldwin came to preach and organize a Sunday School in September of 1888.

Goose Lake Presbyterian Church was established and remained at the school for fifteen years. A new church was built in 1903 on land donated by Will Smith.

The church was moved to Pillsbury in 1912 at a cost of one thousand dollars.

Two post offices were located in Baldwin Township. Algeo was established in December of 1890 just west of Goose Lake. Wilma was established in 1900. A record of schedules and contracts in the Valley City Times-Record in 1901 showed that the salary for transporting the mail to and from Valley City to Wilma paid $189.58 per year. The post office was open six days a week. Both were discontinued in 1909.

In 1914 the three schools consolidated at the advice of Minnie J. Nielson, Barnes County Superintendent of Schools. It was at the consolidated school that most social gatherings were held. Birthday and anniversary celebrations as well as PTA meetings took place at the school.

On the Neil McKay farm there was a ball diamond in his pasture. The McKays had enough children, 13, to play their own game. However, Sundays after church many people joined the McKays for a ball game. Another exciting pasttime was to watch the workers build the railroad. Local men pitched in if they had a few hours to spare..

During the Depression years Maurice Sowden held barn dances in his haymow. Every Friday night from early spring to late fall people could come and dance at the price of forty cents for men and a quarter for women. Maurice booked traveling bands a year in advance. People danced to Negro and Philippino bands as well as local bands from Hope or Fargo's Lem Hawkins.

April 25, 1935, the Baldwin Homemaker's Club was organized. There were 25 charter members. The first officers were: President, Ida Burchill; Vice President, Ellen Jensen; SecretaryTreasurer, Ethel McKay. The club is still going strong today.

The school district dissolved in 1956. Both the school and teacherage have been torn__ down._ A. _ section house from the railroad was moved from Pillsbury to the old school yard and is. used as the. precinct voting place.

Many descendants of early settlers still remain in Baldwin Township today.

The present township officers are:

Supervisors: John Ihry, Gordon

Svenningsen, Merle Flatt Clerk: Jodi (Mrs. Mark) Svenningsen Treasurer: Janet (Mrs. Harold) Pross Assessor: Harold Pross Weed Control Officer: Merle Flatt

Baldwin Presbyterian Church when it was located on Section 14 west of Pillsbury. Taken about 1911.
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Current Residents of Baldwin Township

Jacob Anderson Amelia Bauer Warren Becker Duane Burchill Ronald Burchill

Merle Flatt  Gordon Myer  Clarence Steffen

John lhry  Steven Nielson  Gordon Svenningsen Howard Jorgenson Spenser Odermann Rodd Svenningsen

Thomas Kingston  Harold Pross  Richard Wright

Richard Kunze  Norman Pross

Various Farm Sites ...

The Ronald Burchill andDuane and Gayle Burchill farm.

Ken and Linda Jacobsen's farm.
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Steve and Mary Lee Nielson's farm.

The Harold and Janet Pross and Norman Pross farm site.

Baldwin Township School

In 1903, the Sowden School of Baldwin Township.

At the time Baldwin Township was -organized there were three schools in the area. These oneroom schools were built near the largest families. In the northwest was the Steiner School. The Burchill School was located in the south. Goose Lake area residents went to the Sowden School.

Baldwin School in 1950.

These schools provided education through the eighth grade.

Many families were concerned about their children receiving a high school education. Minnie J. Nielson, Barnes County Superintendent of Schools, suggested that the three schools consolidate and form one school to educate their
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The Baldwin Consolidated High School Basketball Team members which earned the1926 State Basketball Championship title were standing (l-r):Rustan, Brooks, Sowden, Davidson, Jarvis, Davidson and McKay.

children through high school. Neil McKay donated the northwest corner of Section 22. After some fighting, the consolidated school was built. A few smaller families didn't want to pay the higher taxes and brought an injunction against the school board to keep the school from being built. With the assistance of a young lawyer, named Bill Langerwho later became Governor of North Dakota, and a Senator to the U.S. Congress - in 1914 the school was built. Baldwin Consolidated School was-thefirst consolidated school in Barnes County. The old Sowden School was moved and used as a teacherage.

Over 75 students attended Baldwin the first year. The school boasted four teachers. Basketball was started for both boys and girls and after the games, supper was served at the school. The boys' team won the state championship in 1926 under the leadership of Coach Rustan.

At Baldwin School, the original school colors

were black and orange and around 1938, purple and gold were selected to be the new school colors.

In addition, because there was no football equipment, the boys played flag football during phy ed and touch football in sports, as well as basketball and track. In the spring/summer, they played longball with one base (present 3rd base In today's baseball) and were allowed to hit the ball in any direction. There were no foul balls.

The school was the center of social life. During the war years the. women served dinners, sold government bonds and had auction sales for the Red Cross. As time went on, farm sizes grew and less people lived in the area. Teachers left and the district dissolved in 1956. At that time there was only one teacher in the school. Baldwin District was divided three ways. The southwest students went to Grand Prairie, the east went to Pillsbury, and the northwest corner of the district went to Luverne.

DATE OF ,  ~, '    . FINAL STANDING IN SDHJECr 

Names of pupils admitted during the term,  BIRTH  • ~  r  r  A

surnamefirst, to order in wich they  ' a & a'9~'  '  m  i ey  a a  I  l

appear to teacher's register  I a  r  I  Is  +

  i

i

Copy of one sideof the TeachersFinal Report forschool term,Sept. 7,1936to May 28, 1937,listing theenrolled students,attendance andacademic standingin subjects.

r

a
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b. No. days school welt taught (AE days for which pay will be received)

-

•  Aggregate days of teaching - -

d. Aggregate attendance  .   )J

9

a eAggr,gate absence   
f. "Aggregate non-membership  g. Average daily attendance (d + b) - . .    ~/ 

h. Per Cent of attendance d + (d .)+ a) - - Verification: See that d plus a plus f equal( c. Also that a times b equals e.

1. No. vldte of county superintendent - -    / 

f. No. visits of deputy superintendent - - -2_ 5. No. visfs of school officers   
4. No. other visit&   
1. No. books to library (not including textbooks)

2. No. books per pupil per grada In library

•  No books Purchased this year   
  . No. loaned this year - - - - - - - -

all

.

legal 1101a" and other ft" for which

pay will be received  -  - -   No. of actual days of teaching, (exclude boll-.

Salary of teacher per month   
Grades taught  . . .

No. class taught par day   
P

Is there a U. S. Flag In your school? - Do You use It as required by law? - .

e"Absem mace RTe ftnwttaodams. ""Non-membership" means logo non..tt&odevce.

e  6001 N

of  School Dt&trkt Na ~~

County 60??-4--wJ , State of North Dakota.

To County Superintendent of Schools:

I hereby  ell my re  for the term beginning

Dated a  / i

Duplicate sent to clerk  1f

Report received  tf

   Co. Snpt.

GRNERAL STATEMENT

A. Tacher's Training and Experience

1. No. years  plated above 5th grade

Where  -^JJWben /9 27 Gradua N

Graduate call or ntverdty  
Where  When  
2. No. years' experience  7

Country t^  City /

S. Are you a member of the State Educational

Assocletlont  
4. Are you a member of the N. H, A.?  _

B. School Property

Repairs and supplies needed: _.

C. Community Center Activities

1. Have you In your school district:

(a) A Parent-Teacher Or Hong_,

(b) A Farmers' Club?_

11

(c) A Boys' and Girls' Club?

2. How many school entertainments

school hours)?  3  D. Health Conservation Have you In your school:

(a) not noon inneb?_

(b) Medical Inspection by nurse By doctor?

(a) No. individuals Insfid"I

(d) No. Individuals having defects? (e) No. Individuals having defects

remedied?  
(f) How many times was,~yur school-room floor scrubbed this term?__  
E Is your school standardized Tor aid,,

F i

I

(not held in

i I

Copy of other side of '37 Teachers Final Report submitted by Vernal Workman, who taught for 7 years and was earning $60.20 a month in 1936-37.

The program in the bottom left chart is of the time, subject

and grades Mr. Workman taught in 1936-37.

Daily Program and Classifi::ation

HAS COMPLETED THE COURSE OF STUDY PRESCRIBED BY THE BOARD OFEDUCATION POP, THE HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT AND IS THEREFOREENTITLED TO THIS

1100 19 0z. c10 2r.I,

GIVEN AT LUVERNE, NORTH DAKOTA, THIS TWENTY-NINTH DAY OF MAY, 1941.
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A copy of the diploma presented to Allen Nielson,who graduated with Gwendolyn Olson in May of 1941.Their class colors were lavender and gold;their class flower was the yellow rose; and theirclass motto was "The Door of Success is Labeled Push."

I
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MinnieLakeTownship

Organized in 1889.

Copy of an old plat ofMinnie Lake Township thatwas published in the1910 Standard Atlas ofBarnes County, N.D.

WBIMER

T

TOWWSH11

n

ELLSlo5Y

PresentTownship

Township: 142 NRange: 56 W of the 5th P.M.Code: MN

Copy of an '85 plat' ofMinnie Lake Townshippublished in the1985 Atlas of Barnes County,North Dakota book, printedby Midland Atlas Company,Inc. of Milbank, S.D.

n  WEIMER
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The township was officially named Minnie Lake in 1889. The name was derived from the meandering little lake of the same name. Rumor has it that Edwin Priest, one of the first settlers, named the lake after his wife, Minnie.

The township had no railroads or towns, but had a church, Minnie Lake Lutheran, which was rebuilt in Section 6 due to a fire in 1948. It also had three rural schools, #29 was built as early as 1882. Minnie Lake also has coulees that are glacial outwashes and the Maple Coulee.

Ten years before the township was established, Frank E. Sherman, settled there and is credited with building the first "Claim Shanty." This was on NW 1/4 of Section 34. Claim shanties were houses made of milled lumber covered with tar paper. These were able to be improved later and additions made. The rich virgin farm land was responsible for the farmers to be well situated financially, so they did not have to use much straw or prairie hay for fuel. Many settlers sawed wood from the Sheyenne River bottom lands, or purchased eastern hard coal.

Other early settlers were G. Town, who settled on SW 1/4 of Section 26; Edwin Priest, who settled on SW 1/4 of Section 22; and Richard Schuler, who settled on NW 1/4 of 22. These men, along with Frank Sherman were not only the earliest established homesteaders_ in Minnie. Lake Township, they also planted and established four tree claims, still in existence today.

There was a second influx of settlers that came mostly from 1899 to 1904. The majority of these came from Scandinavian countries.

The young township was thriving and evidence of this was found in the 1910 census. Some of the early homesteaders included: Ole Stemhagen, Oscar Everson, Nels Olson, Oscar Olson, Hans Simonson, John Severson, George Moe, Louie Moe, Henry Northridge, George Lemley, H.T. Hicks, Erik Sundstrom, John Eggers, Andrew Skude, Ed Walters, Louis T. Taylor, Bernhard Oderman and Thomas Nagle. The total census for 1910 was quoted at 3,231 residents.

I n the early years the majority of settlers were Methodist, including the Gilbertsons and Moes who

Minnie Lake Township History

helped establish a church located in Section 6. The early Methodist pastor was Reverend E. Preston. The Lutherans purchased the Methodist church in about 1923.

Minnie Lake has two graveyards: the Mable Morton, located in SW 20 and Minnie Lake Cemetery, located in SE 6.

Mable Morton and her brother, Merrill, were buried in 1897. She was seven and her brother was four. They were victims, as were so many, of illnesses that there were no cures for. Some other family names were Ferguson, Erickson, Smith, Taylor, Howard, Eggers, Olson and Skude. Most of the graves were from the early 1900s, but Alfred and Harold Skude were buried there in 1964 and 1969. They requested this because this was where their parents were buried.

The Minnie Lake Cemetery had the family names of Bjerke, Stemhagen, Sunde, Olson, Odegard, Hagensen, Alley, Deering, Gilbertson, Fremberg, Pedersen and King. Nels O. King was buried in 1903, and is the oldest grave in this cemetery.

Many of these names are still common, or there are descendants left in this area. As in all communities, much is owed to these early pioneers.

The first post office was opened on March 29, 1882, located on SW 1/4 of Section 22, now the David Olson farm. This was closed June 19, 1897. It was then moved to the NW 1/4 of Section 28, across the road from Earl Slaters, and continued there until November 30, 1906. The post office in the township was never re-opened. The postmasters were: Edwin Priest, Almon Priest, Richard Schuler and Wesley Van Steinburgh.

The township officers in 1893 were: George W. Hill, chairman, J.O. Bristol and Thomas Van Steinburgh. The officers in 1986 were Russell Brudevold, Brad Olstad, Jim Henderson and Jerry Garrahy.

The farms are now much larger and the people fewer, but the early pioneers set the standards of hard work, moral and religious commitments which still run strong in "Minnie Lake."
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Various Minnie Lake Farm Sites ...

CurrentResidents ofMinnie LakeTownship

Lester Abraham Russell Brudevold Maynard Burchill Charles Gage Ed Gage Paul Gage Jerome Garrahy Jim Henderson Maynard Hendricks Rosella Holden Darwin Jendro Dean Karges Frank Karges Stanley Kingston Glenn Lysne . Vivian Melville Archie Olson , Christine Olson David Olson Brad Olstad Earl Slater Albert Sundstrom Ben Sundstrom Jerrold Sundstrom Howard Svenningsen

Richard Thum

The farm ofMaynard andJeneva Burchill.
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The farm site of

Jim and Marilyn Henderson.

The Darwin and

Debbie Jendro farm site.

The Hans Odegaard farm,now the Darwin Jendro farmin Minnie Lake Township.Notice Highway #32on the right.

The Frank and Gustie Kargesand Dean and Lynn Karges farm.

The Stanley and Gladys Kingson farm.
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The Archie andLorraine Olson andGlen andJenine Lysne farm.

The Frank Sundstrom farmoccupied by Jerrold andLorrie Sundstrom.
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The farm site

of Howard and

Mary Ellen Svenningsen.

The Nels Olson farm in the early 1900s located inMinnie Lake Township. It is now the homeof Howard Svenningsen.
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Minnie Lake School

Education was always foremost in the minds of the pioneers - a better life for the children! Minnie Lake Township was no exception. As soon as settlers arrived they petitioned for a new school.

According to the County Superintendent's Office, a petition by Edward Priest and supported by affidavits of three parties residing within said district formed a new.w school. This took place in June of 1882. The school district, embracing all of Township 142 north of Range 56, was to be known as District 29.

This was a large area and the roads and transportation were poor, so in 1893 the north part was divided into District 88, first known as "Barr School" and later as "Moe School," and Minnie Lake #89. The south half remained with the original name, Minnie Lake #29.

The first school term in 1882 was taught by Lizzie Preston. These pupils were of ages five to seventeen. Early family names included: Town, Priest, Ferguson, Shinn, Schuler, Sherman, Van Steinburgh, Burnell, Greeno, Powers, Taylor and Crumb.

First-term students at #88 included: Myrtle, Warren, Ella and Fred Town; Nettie King; Ida, Nora and Flora Barr; Arthur and Rueben Barr; and Amanda and Fred Moe.

First-term students at #89 included: Wells Gage, Mae and Helen Hobbs and Addie Ingly.

The teachers were never overpaid in rural schools since the first teacher received $35 per month, and the next year this was reduced to $33. By 1932 the salary had blossomed to $100 a month, but the Depression caused a reduction and by 1933 the salary was down to $60 a month. By the end of 1958, which was the last year of school in Minnie Lake #29, the salary was $240 a month.

The lack of salary didn't hinder education, however, and the children were blessed with many fine teachers. In 1917 Jennie Marsh presented her students with the following letter:

Dear Pupil:

With this little souvenir, I give you my .bestwishes for the future.. Nothing would please me more than to learn in years to come, that somee lesson which I have. imparted, some suggestion of mine, some seedthought which I have implanted in your mind, has proved to be an inspiration in your career. May fortune smile upon you and living be a blessing.

Your Teacher.

Miss Marsh also mattedher souvenir with the saying, "Not what you read but what you remember will make you wise."

In the 1920s, George Davis, his mother and his sister lived in back of the school. Mr. Davis was not only a fine teacher, he was also a great music teacher. He organized a community and school band. Later it became known as the "Kiddies'

Booster Band of Barnes County." They toured quite a bit during summer months. His sister, L_ eeta, also taught at the school, and is still well remembered and respected.

Ellen (Jensen) Kappel, who still lives in the area taught at Minnie Lake #29 for two years in 1934 and 1935. She remembers having 27 pupils in all eight grades. She well remembers walking a mile against the north wind at 40 degrees below zero and hoped the furnace fire would not be out when she got there. "All this for $60.00 per month," states Mrs. Kappel, "No wonder I headed for Pillsbury for $75.00 per month with no janitor work, fewer pupils and only three grades."

"Miss Jensen" is also well remembered. One of her pupils, Vince Olson, remembers going to Pillsbury's Play Day and winning first place in the float division with the float Miss Jensen designed.

Pillsbury's Play Day was a big day for the Minnie Lake pupils. Almost everyone looked looked forward to going "to town" and participating. Richard Moe remembers when he was' attending the Moe School (where the Hans Simonson home was later located) that they won the rural school trophy for the most points. The students were: Otto Nathan, Dick Moe, Delores Moe and Gerald Moe. This was quite an achievement and not to be foregotten. Lillian Sunde was their teacher. Besides Play Day, some students remembered walking to the Mable Morton Cemetery and putting flags on graves. Also, recess sometimes included ice skating on Minne Lake and gamesof baseball.

So it continued over half a century, until boundaries began changing. Several sections from Weimer were added. Minnie Lake followed the trend of vanishing schools and the last of the schools, #29 closed in 1958. It was divided among Page, Pillsbury and Oriska districts.

The schools have long been closed, but #29 still holds elections, and for many years, it continued as a gathering spot for showers, birthday parties, card parties, 4-H meetings and community
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A poem by an unknown author was written in a 1920 souvenir booklet. The teacher was Clara Henderson, and it was felt that this best describes the feelings of all who remember and loved the schools of Minnie Lake.

Bring Back MySchool Days to Me

When beautiful school days are over And grown men and women are we,

Tho' gone, we will think of them ever -

O, bring back my school days to me!

We long for our playmates of childhood

Who played with us day after day, And little we dreamt how we loved them

Until they had gone far away.

0, beautiful, beautiful school days

O, could your sweet mem'ry remain, Thro' all of our pleasures and sorrows,

And bring back our school days again!

Pupils.

Julia Curry Randall Curry Arthur chidester

Paul Curry.

Chas, Axeh

Oscar Crumb

Ollie Cole Emma Cole

Gracie Curry

The 1897-1898 school term cardspresented by the teacher, Homer Resler.

The School Souvenir cover for the1921 school term. The insidepages are on the following page.
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O flag of my country, now honored afar,  learn of Flog bright through thy blue comes the g

each star l  noonday is shed I

How kindly the light of thy  the red l How, pure is the white I Flow courageous I read in thy folds what my country bath heath

'Tis a record of hope and of valor of men;

I read in thy hues what my country shall be,

Still right in its might, still "The Land of the Free:'

0 fling out thy folds, blessed Emblem of Worth,

Till the light of thy stars shall encircle the earth l

wave on till the world with thy message resounds, bounds.

Birth knows no distinction and freedom Flooyd D Raze

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 29Minnie Lake, Barnes Co., N. DakotaMay 27, 1921

Goldie E. Holmstrom,Teacher

Directors John Eggers

John Lindblom Mrs. H. L. Taylor Leslie Haskins

PresidentTreasurerClerkH. L. Taylor

PUPILS

Vernon Lindblom

Thomas Eggers

Olaf Olson

Howard Chase

Emroy Chase Leslie Taylor

John Taylor

Elsie Eggers

Eleanor Lindblom

Helen Kranker

Alfred Eggers

Omer Chase

Albert Sundstrom

Rosy Kappel

James Smith

Roscoe Smith

Lee Taylor

Vernon La Voie

Larena Chase Alvin Sundstrom

Viola Kranker

Mable Eggers

Frank Haskins

Leslie Haskins

John Kappel

Paul Kappel

Frank Sundstrom

Thelma Smith

The contents of the School Souvenir presented the teacher,Miss Goldie E. Holstrom, at the end of the 1920-1921 school term.

In 1923, the teacher at Minnie Lake School was George Davis and some of the students wereFred Eggers, Frank Haskins, Lester Haskins, Alvin Sundstrom, Lillian Sunde, Viola Kranker,Freda Kappel, Eleanor Lindblom, Rose Kappel, John Kappel, Frank Sundstrom, Hellen Kranker,Archie Olson, Albert Sundstrom, John Taylor, Leslie Taylor, Lee Taylor and Josephine Taylor.
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The Minnie Lake School float entry in 1929 at Pillsbury.

In 1935, the students at Minnie Lake District #29 School were front row:Ardith Hicks, Lorraine Buck, Marlys Sternhagen, Delores Houser, Ilia Mae Stevenson,Geraldine Hicks, Donald Lindquist, Vincent Olson, Kenneth Stevenson;middle row: Russell Houser, Berge Sunde, Carl Mathestad, Wesley Severson,Harvey Detmer, John Morton, Everett Sunde; back row: Myrtle Buck,Dorothy Houser, Frances Detmer, Clifford Mathestad, Walter Kappeland Ingvold Sunde. The school teacher was Ellen (Jensen) Kappel.

The Minnie Lake School float entry at the Pillsbury Play Day Parade in May of 1935. The students are Vincent Olson and Kenneth Stevenson, both 1st graders who took first-place honors under

the direction of Miss Ellen Jensen.
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Ellsbury Township and School Histories

Settlers had sparsely settled the area now known as Ellsbury Township by the early 1880s, coming from as faraway as New York state as well as other areas.

George H. Ellsbury, surveyor and land agent who did much to promote settlement in this territory, had, by 1882 plotted "Ellsbury" -- two farm houses separated by a half mile. From Our Page this excerpt is taken, -- In a way, Ellsbury consisted of two business places, though the only townsite ever surveyed included Wall Humphrey's. The Ellsbury post office was located in the farm home of Jasper Perrys. Perry's home was located on the NE1/4 of Sec. 21 (the present Ed Levin farmsite) where by 1882 the rural mailman began dropping off the mail there, then riding a half mile further east (now the Clark Lemley farm) to Wall Humphrey's Wayside Inn to change horses. Wall Humphrey operated a "Halfway House" where teamsters freighting lumber north to Hope and areas beyond or settlers hauling grain to market at Tower City stopped for meals and to rest and feed their teams.

Part of this house was the original Post Office of Jasper Perry. It was located on the Ed Levin farm.

In 1902 Edward M. Green bought the Perry _farm and acquired the little post office, Perry's. This post office was continued for several more years, receiving mail from Minnie Lake by. Andrew Moe who had a similar family post office:

This was Ellsbury in its infancy--two farm houses separated by a half mile. However small, it was an important link with other existing communitites. The trail that lead through Ellsbury was one of several in this endless prairie that served as an important landmark for the early settlers to help them "get their bearings" when looking for newly claimed land as well as traveling to newly settled communities.

The plotted area called Ellsbury did not have the only settlers in the area at this time, however. Henry and William Barr, brothers from Sweet Home, New York, had claimed adjoining quarters on Section 30. They were later joined by a brother

in-law, Albert Wittkop, (who settled in Minnie Lake Township). Farther north, in Sec. 14, George W. Cole had also homesteaded. Thus, the vast prairie was beginning to show smal I shanties and soddies.

A description of life at this time is taken from an excerpt of "Would You Like to Know?" a history of the Barr family written by William's daughter, Eliza Barr. She writes...

"My mother's first recollection of North Dakota was of miles of prairie, not a tree in sight, with here and there a small house of new homesteaders. They could see for miles. In the winter, sometimes, when they saw horses hitched to a wagon, other neighbors did the same and all gathered at one place. "

Settlers continued to arrive in the area and by 1900 a total of 3421 people were counted as residents of the township according to that year's census. This large number included farmers, their families (usually large), plus many hired hands -- both field and house workers -- section gang members and contractors. Among those names were Bert Sharpes, John Carmichaels, Dellivan Coles, Peter Lees, William Schoeppachs, Homer Smiths, Benn and Andrew B rudevolds, and Ernest Schroeders.

Thus the area grew, increasingly dotting the prairie with new homes and farmsites. A petition for the organization of Township 143 R56 to be organized under the name of Ellsbury was filled on January 30, 1907. This petition was signed by Andrew and Iver Brudevold and other legal voters residing within its boundaries.

By February 21, of the same year, the residents held an organizational meeting and elected township officials. Elected at this meeting were William Barr, Homer E. Smith and Iver Brudevold as supervisors; Andrew Brudevold, treasurer; George Cole, clerk; E. M. Green, assessor; Frank Finley and Carl Hagerness, Justices of the Peace; David Cadigan and J. F Malone, Constables; George Cole, J. H. Carmichael, Henry Barr and George A. Lem ley as overseers.

Ellsbury School

With a population this large which included many children the need for schooling arose. Again,

from Miss Barr's recollections...

"As the families grew (large families were an accepted thing) bigger houses were built. Around 1900 many new hmes were built, usually in the "L" or "T" pattern. In later years the large square house was the fashion. A school was necessary, and Dad was one of the organizers, and thus District #88 was established and a one-room school house built about two miles south of our place. A tfirst only spring and fall terms were held, and we walked when the weather was good. Sometimes we rode in a buggy, but in the winter we went in grain tanks on sleds. Bricks were warmed in the oven for our feet, there

142.

was straw to sit on, and blankets warmed to cover us. The school had double seats, a coal stove, which the teacher had to light while the older boys carried out the ashes and brought in the hods of coal. When we finished a certain reader, we went on to the next grade. Not until about 1903 did we have a teacher with great ability, and opened our minds--Miss Myrtle Beam. She managed to get a library from the proceeds of a basket social and I suppose we all learned more that year than at any previous time, in spite of an enrollment of forty. The big boys were intrigued to come when there was such an attractive teacher... "

This school, one of four attended by Ellsbury Township children, was actually located in Minnie

Lake Township and was called the Moe School. Another was located north of Pillsbury on the SW1/4

of Sec. 8 (north and west of Pillsbury); another on SW1/4 of Sec. 2 (across the road from the George

Dorothy farm) and still another on the northwest quarter of Sec. 27 (south of the Clark Lemley

farm). These schools were eventually closed when the consolidated school was built in the new city of

Pillsbury in 1913. The school building on Sec. 27 was then moved into town for use as a meeting hall and gym for the school. The school located on Sec. 8 was converted into a house.

The former school on Section 8 in EllsburyTownship that was later the Ida Norman residence.

When news that a railroad branch line was to be built through Ellsbury Township bringing about a town close by, it was welcomed news for area residents. Previously, trade had to be done either in Hope, Page or even as far as Valley City. Since these trips were done with wagons and horses and generally took a large share of the day, the new town of Pillsbury was indeed a cause for celebration.

As Pillsbury's business district grew the rural

residents benefited from the availability of food and clothing supplies and especially from the proximity of the railroad and elevators. Many changes occurred in the ensuing years - roads were improved, farming became more mechanized, rural electricity and the telephone made life easier for everyone. But change also resulted in a decline in the population. The drought of the '30s affected everyone. Many suffered losses so great they were forced to leave the farm for jobs elsewhere. Another decline came with the beginning of World War I I when many of the young men left the farms to serve in the armed forces. The population never managed to renew itself and, as is typical throughout the state, has continued to decline. At present there are 21 occupied farmsteads on the township where once farms stood on practically every quarter.

Geographically Ellsbury Township is basically a flat area with two meandering creeks running through its land. The railroad runs diagonally through the middle. It is in the extreme northeastern corner of Barnes County, bordering both Steele and Cass counties. Lake Ashtabula, created when Baldhill Dam was constructed, lies about eight miles west of the town Pillsbury and offers fishing, swimming, boating and wintertime recreation.

The current officers of the township are Clark Lemley, chairman; Harvey Abraham, clerktreasurer; Jim Gray and Peter Pickar, supervisors; and Skip Taylor, assessor.

Ellsbury -

Charlemagne Tower, a Philadelphia lawyer invested heavily in N.P. Stock and when the railroad went broke converted his stock to land, owning some 5000 acres along the N.P.R.R. He sent George H. Ellsbury as his agent to start the town of Tower City. Ellsbury was an artist, who painted "Custer's Last Stand" while in Tower City. His brother-in-law, Wallace Humphrey, a dentist, and Ellsbury then decided to start a town in Section 21-143-56 called Ellsbury (first known as Rockport) because there were rumors of a railroad to be built through that area and also to provide a stopping place for the mail route from Tower City to Fort Totten. Humphrey built a hotel and a store and was the postmaster until October 1883 when Jasper Perry took over.

In July of 1899 Carrie Stewart became the postmaster, followed by Edward M. Green in 1900.

I
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Various

Farm Sites ...

The farm site ofHarvey andMargaret Abraham.

Pictured above is thefarm of Ed and Ruth.Berger, which is nowoccupied byMike Flatt.

The farm site of

Lorne and Debris Burchill.

CurrentResidents ofEllsburyTownship

Harvey Abraham Kelly Barr Dale Brown Russ Brown Dale Burchill Edna Burchill Lorne Burchill Nyle Burchill Russell Burchill Mike Flatt Steven Fuglestad Jim Gray Glenn Hanson Gerald Huss Brian Lemley Clark Lemley Ed Levin Lawrence Levin Peter Pickar Lester Smith Joe Wilson Arland Wisted
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The farm of Nyle and Arlene Burchill.

Below is Peter and Mette Lee'sfirst home (present Glenn Hansonfarm site) located in EllsburyTownship. The house was builtin 1914 and later burned.The people in the pictureare Richard, Peter Lee,John, Sig, Clara, Josephine,Alma (in chair), Mette Lee,Julia, Pauline, and Marie.

Gerry and Candy Huss' home.

Annie Jensen's farm site.
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The farm site of Randy and Cindy Jess.

The Ed. C. Levin farm with the Lawrence Levin farm in the background.

The Agnes Miller farm,which was formerly theGeorge S. Lemley residence.It is now occupied by hisgrandson, Brian Lemley.
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The farm site of Pete and Marion Pickar.

The farm of

Lester and Velma Smith.
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Grand Prairie Township History

Grand Prairie Township, located to the south and west of Pillsbury shares a common border with Baldwin Township to the north and Minnie Lake Township to the east. It has no railroads, post office or towns but a community hall serves as a gathering place for its residents. Because of its location above the Sheyenne River Valley, with no lakes or towns to break up the monotony of its vast prairie, it was given the name of Grand Prairie.

This "grand prairie" attracted several hardy homesteaders, mainly immigrants from Norway and Ireland, most arriving in the 1880s and 1890s. Some of the earliest homesteaders, aside from being the first residents of this community were also responsible for planting trees on this treeless prairie, a requirement of homesteaders.

One resident, Otto Byberg, came from Norway as a bachelor and worked for his brothers-in-law, Tom and Carl Carlson. Finding life on the prairie too difficult without a wife, he returned to Norway, married Elizabeth, then returned to this area. Another resident, Ole Sunde, father of Iva Ward, came also from Norway, then sent for his mother and sister, Laura Sunde Holcomb. Pete Sannes came from Norway, his wife from Denmark; and the Jack Burchills from Ireland. Among other early residents were the Hans Skonnards, Hector McKays and Bert Ludwigs.

Grand Prairie officially became a township on March 7, 1901. Dan H. Hurd and A.L. Holcomb made application for the organization and it consisted of the area previously organized as a school district. The school had been in existence since 1883. By 1915 a new Grand Prairie Consolidated School had been built on the southeast quarter of Section 16.

Being a township without the benefit of a town did not deter its residents from a social life. With the school serving as a meeting place for parties, anniversaries, Sunday School and sporting events, the community enjoyed a comraderie that is to be admired by others. The homemaker's club, organized in 1929 was, and still is, influential in keeping community ties together with its activities as well as keeping its memberss updated on the latest trends in homemaking. Likewise, a girls' 4-H club started in 1924 .by Mrs. Scudden, known as the Grand Prairie Livewires, provided social and educational opportunities for the youth as well. This 4-H club later merged with other area clubs and is now known as the Ashtabula Lakers.

Day to day life on the farm has changed just as much as machinery and field work. The telephone came about the mid-1920s, a multi-party crank type. On this party line, long waits for one's turn were common but they also helped make the long winters shorter.

Perhaps nothing improved the workload of

men and women more than the coming of REA lines in 1949. Electricity at reasonable rates was available to everyone. Ice boxes and cook stoves gave way to refrigerators and electric ranges as well as easing the farmer's repair work with the availablility of electric motors.

Changing times have taken its toll on this township as well. Farms have become larger bringing about a decline in population. When once this grand prairie was dotted by numerous farms, it now has approximately nineteen occupied farmsteads.

Although life and lifestyles have changed greatly since the early 1900s, one thing remains constant -- the kind, caring and thoughtful neighbors.

Current Residents ofGrand Prairie Township

Stanley Amundson Alan Burchill Marlin Burchill Perry Burchill Duane Haga Ernest Holcomb I rene Holcomb Randy Koch James Leadbetter William McKay

Jim Marshall Hovey Molstad Cliff Odermann Joel Owen Jon Owen Paul Owen Ronald Powers Benny Sather Larry Svenningsen Donald Ward

Grand Prairie Consolidated School

By 1883 the area now known as Grand Prairie Township had enough residents to form a school district. This district consisted of the area that would later be called Grand Prairie Township. Later on, a portion of this district withdrew from the school, but again reunited when a new consolidated school district and building were built in 1914.

The first school board members were Ole E., Sunde, Mrs. James Burchill, B.J. Northridge, S.J. Noxon and Bert Bruns. Mat Miller served as first clerk and James Burchill Jr. served as the first treasurer.

I n 1944-45 only three grades of high school were offered. From 1946 to 1957 high school was discontinued, but re-opened briefly for the 1956-57 school year with two grades being offered. Grades 1-8 operated until 1961. The district was officially dissolved in 1963 and reorganized with Pillsbury, Oriska, Noltimier and Valley City schools.

Grand Prairie Girls Win Title

In a thrilling. finish, the Grand

Prairie girls came from behind to defeat the Litchville sextet, 21-20 and win the county championship in the college gym Friday night. Litchville has already qualified for the state tournament at Buffalo next month by winning the '. district title.

Grand Prairie FG FT Pr Byberg   2 2 4

Zdeb   5  3  1

Leadbetter   1  0  4

Holcomb   0 0 2

Rasmusson   0 0 1

Nortliridge   0  0  0

Totals 8  5  12

Sparked by the heavy scoring of Ellen Zdeb and the flashy play of Alice Byberg, Grand Prairie trailed by as many as ten points in the second half. Byberg scored 13 points, nine in the second half, and it was her basket In the last minute that was the margin of victory.

Litchville led 10-7 at the quarter and 15-12 at halftime. Marlys Haarsager was outstanding for Litchville, scoring ten points, and it. was the switch from her forward to guard position in the second half that probably cost Litchville-the title.

Litchville FG FT PF Haarsager   2  6  4

Anderson   3  1  2

Ellingson   1  1  1

Engebretson   0  0  1

Bubach   0 0  1

Johnson   0  0  2

Erickson   0  0  0

McGregor   0 0 0

Totals 6  8 11

A newspaper clipping of the Grand Prairie Girls Basketball Team winning the county championship around the 1940s.
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MILITARY < -

Pillsbury Servicemen Who Responded

to the Call of Our Country

War, of course is an awful part of humanity, but throughout history man has had to defend himself, family and country. The Pillsbury community has always responded to the call of its country. Although much of this is about wartimes, Pillsbury people have helped defend their country in times of peace also. This is a tribute to all service people.

In the early part of the 20th century, Germany began to expand, with ideas of encompassing all of Europe and eventually the globe; an idea not new to mankind. England, France and other European

countries were forced into defending their own democracy. By 1914 war was officially declared and it became the duty of the free countries to stop the spread of communism. Men and boys from Pillsbury and the surrounding area met these challenges. Henry Henderson of Minnie Lake Township kept a diary of his experiences in Europe. This is now on display at the Smithsonian Institute. His nephew's wife, Marilyn (Mrs. Jim) Henderson wrote this account of Henry's experiences.

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

Henry L. Henderson, a resident of Minnie Lake Township, was one of many young men who served in the armed forces during WWI. While on active duty with the U.S. Army he began a daily journal that details life as an infantryman as well as the atrocities of war. This journal was submitted to the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., shortly before his death in 1982. This journal was deemed so historically accurate that it was put on display then and remains on display today. Because of this distinction, the book committee submits the following information provided by a relative, Marilyn Henderson.

Henry was an infantryman in the U.S. Army during WW I. His ranking was Pvt. Henry L. Henderson, Co, K. 358 Regt., 179 Brigade, 90th Division. Their Insignia was j5 - Texas Oklahome.

By fall of 1917, U.S. involvement in WWI was total. Brothers Henry and Bill Henderson had already been contacted by the Barnes County Draft Board. Both brothers had been helping support their family, so they all gathered around the kitchen table and discussed what courses of action should be taken. In order to prevent both he and Bill from being drafted (which would have been a financial hardship on the family), Henry decided that it was his responsibility as the eldest son to enlist. After being given a guarantee by Russell Miller Milling Co. that his job would be waiting for

him after the war, he left for Camp Travis, Texas. There he received six weekss of basic training and was immediately shipped to France. The crossing was difficult for all those farm boys who didn't have their "sea legs." It was during this journey that Henry started his daily journal.

When the American Forces landed In France, they were joined by French, English and Belgium Forces. Conditions were difficult at best. There was a great deal of rain and cold, and the men had to spend much of their time building roads, establishing Red Cross Stations and maintaining treaches, besides going out on reconnaissance.

Henry was in three major campaigns:

Belleau Woods (of the Aisne

Marne Campaign) July 18

August 6, 1918

St. Mihiel Salient- September 12-16.1918 Meuse-Argonne- September 26November 11, 1918

He kept an account of his friends from Co. K who had fallen from September 12-October 24, 1918. Twenty-three men died during this time; eleven on September 12 alone. One of them was his best friend, who was standing next to him in the trenches and was killed by a trench mortar bomb. The men grew to fear and despise those evil things. This battle was important to the turning point of the war. It was pivotal in securing the Allies' front line that had been established on July 15 of that year.

Henry was a part of the Occupation Forces so he did not return to the U.S. soil when the war ended. He had a map where he had marked the final march they had made. It started at Stenway on the Meuse River in France, went through Luxemborg, Belgium and Germany. On the final leg of the route, he noted "Homeward Bound, May 20,1919."

The war changed many things for Henry. For one thing, he had been exposed to gas during that time, damaging his lungs. The war experience was a horrible nightmare for all involved and like most soldiers who have seen action, Henry did not like to talk about it, however what follows are 'some of the accounts recorded In his journal.

Henry was primarily a scout and was out on reconnaissance missions often, as it was necessary to know the enemy's positions constantly. On one such mission he and his partner were captured but were not kept long as the Americans were advancing too quickly. The Germans had to move out and could not bother with prisoners so they were released, instead of being killed.

He did not fare as well on another scouting mission. He and his partner had been walking in the woods all night In a pouring rain. They grew tired and very thirsty. They had no canteens along, so had to continue on until they came to a shallow stream. They knelt down by the stream's edge and drank. In the morning they could see that the stream was strewn with dead bodies and was running red with blood. By this time they were too ill to go on, but another reconnaissance team had been dispatched when they failed to return. These men found them and summoned a Red Cross Ambulance and transported them to a field hospital. They stayed there for almost a month, but then were deemed well enough to join their com
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pany and continue in the effort.

After the war, he returned to Valley City and received a medal of appreciation from the local citizenry. This was given in addition to the medals he received from the Army, and was one war memento that he kept all the rest of his life.

After the war he was not able to return to his previous lob because of damage to his lungs. He moved back to Wisconsin and farmed with his

parents for a time. After two years they returned to North Dakota and lived with Bill who had rented the Lemley Farm in Minnie Lake Township. He then lived in Michigan for a few years but again returned to North Dakota. He and Bill started to farm together in 1928 on the Brudevold Farm. They stayed there until they retired in 1970 and moved to Valley City.

The world was sure that WW I was the war to end all wars, but soon a man named Adolf Hitler set his sights on world domination. He had given the Germans back their pride in their country and themselves, but at the expense of many lives and small countries. Italy and Japan were also involved in the invasions.

On December 2, 1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, and the United States entered World War 11. Again the call for men, and again the area saw many of their children, husbands and friends respond. Area men fought with generals Patton and Eisenhower. They were stationed throughout Europe and the world. Some were captured, some were killed, but on May 7, 1945, the war in Europe had ended, and by September 2, it was also over in the Pacific.

Many terrible experiences had been realized - the first atomic bomb had been dropped, and much of the world had been destoryed, but the Hitler regime had been stopped. The United Nations had been established and peace was once more in the world.

The 'boys' came home, but many were no longer satisfied with the quiet farm life. New occupations had been learned, some had married, others sought education,all told,many did not come

In Flanders Fields

By John McCrae

In Flanders Fields, the poppies blow Between the crosses, row on row, That mark our place; and in the sky, The larks still bravely singing, fly, Scarce heard amid the guns below. We are the dead. Short days ago

We I ived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, Loved and were loved, and now we Iie

In Flanders fields.

back to Pillsbury. Those that did also had a new outlook on life and modernization was on the way.

Peace was short lived and by 1950 North Korean troops invaded South Korea, starting the Korean Conflict. In the Korean Conflict, strong military units of the United States and many other democratic nations formed the U.N. Army. Our boys were gone again, but this time only until 1953.

During the mid 1960s, Vietnam became a major battleground of communist and noncommunist forces. By 1965 the U.S. was giving troops and military supplies to South Vietnam. This undeclared war was extremely controversial and lasted until 1975. However, the U.S. withdrew its troops in 1973. During this time many area boys were drafted or enlisted and sent to Vietnam for one-year stints. Many returned for more than one year. There are still some area people serving in the Armed Forces that became career servicemen during this time.

Whether popular or controversial, whether at war or during peace, the little town of Pillsbury and its surrounding area have always done their part to keep the United States a free and democratic county.

Pillsbury salutes you!

Take up our quarrel with the foe!

To you, from falling hands, we throw The torch.; be yours to hold it high! If ye break faith with us who die,

We shal I not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.
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George Nielson, born April 16, 1921, entered the Army on November 12, 1942 and trained at Camp Polk, Louisiana; Camp Barkelay, Texas; and Camp Cook, California. He served overseas as a member of the 22nd Tank Battalion. He was killed in action in Germany on March 3, 1945 and is buried in Plot G, Row 12, Grave 290 of the U.S. Military Cemetery, Bastogne, Belgioum. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nielson of Baldwin Township.

Clarence Workman

Sgt. Clarence B. Workman was born April 9, 1921 and entered the Army at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota, on November 12, 1942. He served in the European Middle Eastern Theater when he was killed in action on March 11, 1945 in Germany. He is buried in Block 3, Section C, Grave 7645, Fort Snelling National Cemetery, Minneapolis, Minn. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Workman of Baldwin Township.

Stanley Workman

S. Sgt. Stanley G. Workman was born May 3, 1923. He entered the Army at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, on December 15, 1942 and served in the European African Middle Eastern Theater. He was killed in action on April 19, 1945 in Berlin, Germany. He was buried in Section 79, Grave 113113A-114, Jefferson Barracks National cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Workman of Baldwin Township.
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Servicemen From Pillsbury

Calvin Barr Army - Korea

Duane T. BurchillNational Guard -1.967-73

Ronald Burchill CCC - 1936

Orville "Pete" ElstonArmy - 1954

George DorothyNavy - WW II, Korea

Russell BarrMarines - W W II

Harold Bellon Jr. Army - 1961-64

Timothy E. Bellon Army ReserveSept. - Dec., 1986

Forrest Brudevold Army - WW II

Ray DaileyArmy - W W I

Eugene Dailey Army Korea

Glen FlattAir Force -Career, Korea

Louis GatelyCCC - 1936, Army

Henry L. HendersonArmy - WW I

Donald Johnson Army - W W II under Eisenhower

Lloyd Johnson Army - W W II

Abraham JungnitschNavy - W W II
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Ewald Jungnitsch Navy - W W II

Dean KargesArmy - 1960-62

Clayton Kingston Army - W W II

Gordon Kingston Army - W W II

John Kingston Navy - W W II

Stanley KingstonArmy - Krea

Harvey V. Lee Marines - W W II

Peter LeeArmy - Koea

Robert E. LeeAir Force - 1950-54

Ardei. LemleyAir Force

Clarence "Tom" LemleyArmy - W W II

Robert LevinArmy

Frank Lemley Army - WW II

Mark Lemley Army 1945-47

Samuel LemleyAir Force -Career,- W W II

Lawrence LevinNavy

Vernon Lutjens Army - W W II

Robert McKay Army - W W I

Otto Nathan Navy - WW II

Arthur NormanCCC
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Ralph Norman Army - W W II

Arnold OdegaardNavy

Arthur Odegaard Army - Career, Korea, Vietnam

Peter Pickar Army - Korea

Duane SatherArmy Vietnam

Thomas SatherArmy - Career,Vietnam

Benjamin SundstromArmy - WW II

Frank Sundstrom Armyu W W II

Gordon Sundstrom Army - Vietnam

David WestArmy.- 1975-1978

Martin WestArmy - 1972-74,_Navy 1982

Benjamin WillertArmy

Darryl WillertArmy

Rick Willert Army - 1973

Lynn WilsonArmy

Steven Willert Army - Vietnam
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Elmo WistedAir Force - Korea

Harmon Wisted Air Force - Korea

Ivan WistedNavy - Career, Korea

Kermit Wisted Army - WW II

Norman WistedNavy

Kenneth Workman Army - WW II

Thurston WorkmanArmy - W W II

A wartime postcard sent by Henry L. Henderson to his family.He wrote on the card, "A place that was better than a palace at times."
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A Military Memorandum to AmericanExpeditionary Forces, and as Received byPillsbury Serviceman Henry L. HendersonDuring World War I

Headquarters 179th (Oklahoma) BrigadeAmerican Expeditionary Forces - 1 January, 1919

MEMORANDUM No. 1

You have been chosen as part of the Army of Oc- or whether we shall again be called upon to defeat the cupation. You occupy a portion of PRUSSIA, which once forces of tyranny or anarchy we cannot tell. Whatever boasted that its soldiers were the finest in the world. ... the event I await it with my brigade in perfect conYou have been chosen to show ... what the American fidence.

Soldier is and what every soldier should be. ... You have

helped to make the reputation of the 90th Division.  J. P. O' Neil

... In your very first assault of September 12 you Brigadier General,

attained every objective. In spite of every possible Comanding

obstacle, both natural and artificial you progressed. Counter attacks by superior forces never checked your advance. Finally in the raids of September 23 and 26, you penetrated the famous Hindenburg Line, winning special commendation ... also for the capture of Bantheville and the heights north of that place, a fact which had thrice been attempted by others without success.

Again on November 10 after a night march of fifteen miles you attacked, Advancing across country swept by machine gun and artillery fire you entered the towns of Baalon and Stenay.... To halt your advance the enemy threw in his last division- it was beaten.

... The Division as you know was 75 days under fire without relief (other than change of sector) of that time you held the front line alone for 19 days and at least half of the divisional sector for 52 days more....

Courage and fighting ability are not, however, the only qualities demanded of the soldier. Equally admirable is that disciplined and courteous behavior toward the civilian population...

What the New Year will bring we know not. Whether we shall shortly return to take up the battle of industry

Local Board for..

   •-

NOTICE OF CLASSIFICATION

Another postcard photo from the family ofHenry L. Henderson, Army - WW I. It is of trenchmotor bombs - "wicked devils" wrote H. Henderson.
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Local News Items in the1940s Concerning Local Militia

Four sons of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Workman are in the armed forces. Sgt. Kenneth- Workman entered the service in 1940. He is stationed at Gunther Field, Alabama. PFC Thurston Workman is stationed at San Luis Obispo, California. Pvt. Clarence Workman is stationed at Camp Polk, Louisiana. Pvt. Stanley Workman entered the Army in December 1942, and is stationed at Buckley Field, Colorado.

Lt. Samuel A. Lemley, son of G.A. Lemley of Pillsbury, N.D., is completing combat training with the Army Air Forces' heavy bombardment units at Geiger Field, Washington, a Flying Fortress training center. Lt. Lemley entered the service in March 1940.

Pvt. Chester H. Dailey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Dailey was wounded on Okinawa, April 24, 1945. He trained at Camp Fannin, Texas, and Fort Ord, California.

+ + + + + + +

S2C Henry Lutjens, son of Henry Lutjens, is visiting his home. He recently completed his basic training at the Naval Training Station, Farragut, Idaho.

+ + +  + + +

Sgt. Ben Sundstrom, son of Mrs. Clara Sundstrom, is with the medical at Camp Blanding, Florida. He recently spent a furlough with his wife at Hope, N.D. Before entering the service he was employed in St. Paul.

+ + +

Capt. Clayton Kingston, son of Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Kingston, was a rifle company commander in the famous Infantry Division and participated in four major operations - Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Cebu.

Cpl. Milton H. Carico, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Carico, received his wings at Laredo, Texas, and is a tail gunner on a combat crew at Tonepah, Army Air Field, Nevada.

±- + + + + + +

EM 2nd Class George Dorothy is a veteran of the Salerano Invasion. He is a former NDAC student and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Dorothy. He received his basic training at San Diego, California. From there he was sent to Purdue University and Treasure Island, California.

PFC Jack Lutjens served in France and was wounded on July 6, 1944. He has a brother, TEC 5 Vernon Lutjens in New Guinea.

Sgt. Ralph P. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Smith earned the Oak Leaf Cluster for courage, coolness and skill while participating in bombing missions against military and industrial German targets. He is a ball turret gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress.

Cpl. Ralph V. Norman has enrolled in the Armored Force School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, for a special course in tanks mechanics.

GM 1st Class A. L. Jungnitsch was a member of the crew on the USS Meredith, when it and two other United States destroyers were lost in the Normandy invasion of Germany. Three British destroyers were lost at that time. All men of the Meredith were saved.

MM 1st Class E.A. Jungnitsch served in the Pacific Theater in the Navy until his discharge in November 1945.

March 1945 - Sgt. Clarence Workman was killed in Germany. A brother, Sgt. Stanley Workman, gunner on a Flying Fortress was listed as missing over Germany since April 18, 1943.

Veteran of action in the Italian campaign, southern France and Germany, Cpl. Kenneth Borstad wears three battle stars on his theater of operation ribbon. He is on his second tour of

overseas duty. He entered service in February 1943, and trained in Alabama and Georgia.

Two Pillsbury men, Dennis J. Bennesch and Guy W. Ostrander are receiving their initial naval indoctrination at the US Naval Training Station at Great Lakes, Illinois. Their recruit training consists of instruction in seamanship, military drill and general Naval procedure. During this period a series of aptitude tests will be taken by the recruits to determine whether they will be assigned to a Naval service school, to a shore station or to sea duty.

Mrs. Lloyd Orser of Colgate, N.D., sends in a contribution about the four Gately brothers. Seems the four of them, Albert, Eddie, Leo and Daniel are
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all hard at work at the Hastings, Nebraska, Naval Ammunition Depot. They are working side by side in the plant making a family affair of assembling rockets for victory says an article in the plant's weekly newspaper, "The Powder Keg." Before the war, the Gatelys jointly owned and operated a grain and cattle farm at Pillsbury, N.D. At first they decided to work in war plants only during the winter months when farm operations were cut down, but by now it has become a year-round affair. There are two more Gately boys, Louis stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, and Johnny, working in a California shipyard. The four in Hastings live in the same barracks, which, we imagine, is a lively place, each of the boys playing at least one musical instrument. They used to have their own band out around Pillsbury.

January 24, 1944 S 2nd Class Henry Lutjens, stationed at New York was injured when the New York to Chicago Water Level Limited was derailed Monday night after plowing into a box car from a freight train passing on a parallel track. The injured were taken to Sampson Naval Training Station Hospital.

First Lieut. Gordon Kingston, son of Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Kingston of Pillsbury, has been awarded the Bronze Star medal for heroic achievements in connection with militaryy operations against_ the

F

Japanese forces in the Philippines, February 1 to 3. He is in the medical corps. The caption read: "Lt. Kingston displayed unselfish courage and devotion to his duties by crossing open fields covered by heavy enemy fire in order to render first aid and to evacuate the wounded, even though suffering an attack of fever during the period. His coolness under enemy fire and his courageous action was an inspiration to all who witnessed his actions."

Harry R. Swick, seaman, 2nd class, son of Mr. and Mrs. R.N. Swick of Pillsbury, N.D., is now hospitalized at Corona, California, following service on sea duty. He entered the Navy last February, and visited at his home on leave in April, following completion of his boot training at Farragut, Idaho.

Three Pillsbury, N.D., brothers are serving overseas. They are Lt. Gordon H. Kingston, Lt. Clayton T. Kingston and John L. Kingston, petty officer, 3d class, sons of Mr. and Mrs. T.J. Kingston. Lt. Gordon is now in the Southwest Pacific area. Lt. Clayton is a veteran of service on Guadalcanal and is still in the Southwest Pacific area. John is serving with the fleet, after having trained at Farragut, Idaho; Ames, Iowa; and Norfolk, Virginia.
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-~ MEMORIES OF YESTERYEAR ;

Have You Forgotten the Jolly

Times We Used to Have in

LLSBURY

A sample of an oldpostcard used forcorrespondence in theearly 1900s.

If Not Why Don't You Write

Recollections ...

Your letter did inspire a great deal of con

templation and

memories regarding Pillsbury's

Another 1 cent postcard from the early 1900s.

past. I know that I am far from the most ancient of living Pillsbury residents. ... I cannot help but recall the streets of the town. We all held gravel in great esteem. That was living! But even gravel could not stand up in the spring. Only horses and buggies or wagons could make it through mire. Much to my embarrassment, when I was in the first grade I got stuck trying to get across the street to go to school. A neighbor came to my rescue!

Excerpt from a letter by Willard J. Smith

I have many fond childhood memories of Pillsbury. We all liked it there and were sorry to have to leave. I wept inconsolably on the_ train ride to Hannaford. Mother and I were given a farewell party at which she was presented a tooled leather handbag and I, a tie-dyed silk scarf. (My daugher now has the handbag and I treasured the scarf for many years.) ... George Lemley was my very favorite boy in school with Gordon Kingston a close second, then Kenneth Keyes.

School must have seemed very long one Monday morning as I went home at recess, sure it was noon. My mother sent me right back.

A tall, lanky, red-haired (I think) sign painter named "Stuffie Stufflebeam" came one summer and painted new signs on the windows of the business places. He charmed us children and we pestered him constantly.

Once a band of gypsies came to town and everyone locked their doors and pulled their shades until they departed the city.

My mother had her first haircut, a "bob" in the barber shop in Pillsbury. She had very long hair, and thick, down to her knees. It was an event and

161.

there was an audience in the shop.

Excerpts from a letter by Dolly Ness Neumann

The farm was 640 acres, 21/2 miles west and a little south of Pillsbury. ... On the eastern part of the property was a slough about a mile long -running north and south -- and a good 300 feet across. It was deep enough that the cows and horses had to swim to cross it, and in the spring the culvert under the road wasn't large enough to carry the water, so it sometimes ran over the road.

That slough was an aggravation at times! It not only occupied land that might have been tilled (and was in later years), but it had to be crossed. It was usually up to Bill and me to herd the cows for a while each day east of the slough as well as bring them in. I helped round them up, but it was up to Bill on Prince to follow them through the water, as the horse I rode, Bird, would wade out belly deep and I ie down. A couple of times was enough for me.

One day Don and I were herding the cows beyond a smaller slough. When Don tried to make me follow the cows, I refused, telling him why. He thought that was a lot of nonsense and was going to prove it. Getting up on Bird, Don started driving the cows through and sure enough, when Bird got out belly deep, down she went. Don had to wade back, leading the horse.

Another time Bird lay down with me on the road, when the water didn't even cover the horses' hooves. I decided to put an end to that, so from then on I took my BB gun along and whenever Bird started to lie down I shot her behind the ears. No more problems.!

From Ray Drayton's Family History submission .  .

The first I remember of Pillsbury was before the railroad was there. We, my family, were coming home from the Minnie Lake Methodist Church. We were at the corner where 26 and 32 cross. Dad looked north and said that's where Pillsbury was to be (I am not sure if it was named yet). There was some discussion as to what the name would be. Ellsbury was mentioned, but there was an Ellsbury in North Dakota. Then "Lady Smith" and I think there was one more name; but Pillsbury was the name selected. I kind of think the name of Pillsbury was selected because it kind of rhymed with the Ellsbury Township name.

The old Brudevold and Benson Hardware Store was moved from Page, North Dakota, by my father and Uncle Lester Yetter. This was quite a large building and loaded on sleighs. Before they got to Pillsbury there was quite a thaw and the sledding got pretty bad. My dad sent me to Page, which was about eight miles east of where we lived to get the big store windows. They were quite heavy and large. The wagon I had was not the proper thing to haul those big, heavy plate glass windows so my uncle told me to drive over to the railroad depot and they would load my wagon with hardware. They had a railroad car full of merchandise for the

store. Due to the fact that there was no railroad depot agent there yet, all merchandise was shipped to Page, so I hauled the first load of merchandise to Pillsbury.

It was quite a busy town. In later years they started having a free movie show one evening a week and I have seen the time when it was hard to find a place to park your car there.

From Floyd Brudevold

Pillsbury was started in 1912 and became a thriving town with two banks, two grocery stores, two hardward stores, hotel, livery stable, meat market, harness shop, blacksmith shop, lumberyard, restaurant, barber shop and post office. Jake and Louis Benson had a hardware store and the electric light plant. When you ironed you had to cal I so they could start the generator.

From "Recollections" by Neita Schoeppach Watson

My special memories about Pillsbury were taking "State Exams" at the end of each school year in grades 8 though 12; the "infamous" March blizzard of 1939 or 1940 that killed 200 people in the state. Bud Lemley managed to walk from his stalled car to our farmhouse. My parents heard a tapping on their bedroom window and brought him in and thawed him out so he could tell them his wife, Harriet, and young son and large German shepherd were stranded in their car south on #32. My dad, and brother, Johnnie, took our workhorse team, Bird and Dick, and a "stone boat" (used in picking rocks) and set out after them. The only way they found the car was that the horses reared. They sensed the hollowness under them (they were actually on top of the buried car) as horses do that - - shy on bridges. They dug them out (the dog had helped to keep them from freezing), wrapped them in blankets and turned the horses north into the full force of the blizzard. Dad gave them their heads and never expected to see home again, but the team's homing instinct took them back to our barn. I had slept through the whole thing and was delighted to have a playmate the next morning.

My brother, Maurice, was at a Pillsbury High School dance that night and fortunately the teachers in charge refused to let them leave. They danced all night and he came home about noon the next day as the storm let up. The four Taylor brothers from Dazey had attended a dance in their community that night, also. On the way home their ca~ stalled and they attempted to walk. Realizing they wouldn't make it, the three older boys piled on top of the youngest one. He was the only one to survive. I'm sure many others have memories of that "killer blizzard." Then there was the wild hailstorm on Flag Day, June 14, around 1941 or 42 that took out al I the windows on the west side of the schoolhouse.

I remember the community celebrating my parents Silver Wedding Anniversary, April 13, 1941. I was in the first grade and still remember a young
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couple dressed in "gay nineties" costumes and riding one of those big wheeled bicycles right into the school hall, singing "Daisy, Daisy."

My brother, Gordon (and maybe John) was on the team that won first or second in the county in the '30s. He tells about driving a Model T or A Ford that the team had to carry over the snowdrifts on the way to Valley City.

I also remember the original drive-in movies every Wednesday night on Main Street. Each business person contributed $10. The mosquitos and rain were free, so was the movie -- cartoons, short subject, and feature. Mr. Layton from Valley City, brought up a 15 mm projector and the films. He turned the volume up full blast (with 1 or 2 speakers) and people sat in their cars with the windows rolled down and the kids sat on an old cement foundation up front. (Before TV!)

From Edith Kingston Greatsinger

.  .  .  .  . . .  .  .

We came to Pillsbury on December of 1926. My dad, Charles, was helping Albert Borstad in the blacksmith shop. He worked there until he got a job on the highway as a road maintainer. Highway 32 had just been graveled. He used horses and would go as far as Oriska one day and stay at the Jonas Newman home and back to Pillsbury the next day. He had that job until we had a change in governors and that meant a change in political party and someone else was hired of the same party. During this time Dad was also selling Watkins products. Needless to say most of his customers lived on highway 32. The best seller of that day was a tonic called "Kuriko," the next thing to our modern day Geritol. Kuriko had a bit of an alcohol content so that could account for it being a good seller and a "cure-all ."

My mother didn't sit on the sidelines in the early years in Pillsbury. She was busy being a "midwife." During my high school days, she was out on baby cases most of the time. She usually stayed with the family eight or ten days after the baby was born, to take care of the mother plus cook, wash and clean for the family and care for the other children if there were any in the family. She helpd Dr. James mostly, but some cases were handled entirely by her - there wasn't a doctor available. In my-last year of high school she was stricken with arthritis so was unable to go out on cases anymore. When she was well enough, she started taking in roomers and boarders - usually it was teachers, because we lived so close to the school.

My dad was a WPA foreman for awhile. Indoor toilets were put in the school and other plumbing and at that time the fancy WPA outhouses were being built -- the round holes even had covers on them and a cement floor - Wow! He was at one time the Justice of Peace. I can't recall that he married anyone, but he did have a court hearing at our house. It involved a couple farmers who were squabbling over water rights. I had just come home from school and was immediately shushed by by

my mother. I was rather annoyed because they wouldn't even let me listen to it. Wish I could remember who the farmers were!

From a letter from A lene Borstad Baker

I am not quite sure, but I think it was about 1918 when my grandparents, Wilhelm and Catherine Lutjens came to Pillsbury, N.D., and he bought the butcher shop. I n those days Grandpa would go right to the farms and do his butchering and bring in the carcus from there and do his processing at the shop. All of us grandchildren used to love to go visit as Grandpa always would give us a "weenie" or a sample of something he was making, maybe sausage or a pressed cold meat.

Dad was a self-taught veterinarian and from what people have told me, a very good one. He also raised a lot of sheep. They did most of their farming with horses. He just loved horses and was forever buying and trading them. I remember a time when he came home with a pair of mules. That was really something. Everyone came to see them. Dad would use them on the machinery if the mules were in the mood -- if not they just wouldn't go that day and Dad would go back to the horses.

Besides his farming and doing vet work, Dad would haul ice from the river to Pillsbury and Luverne in the winters. He had a big long wagon with runners on. We called it an "ice boat." He would haul big blocks of it to the butcher shops. Other people living in town would also buy blocks of ice. They would just pile it out back of their houses and bring it in as needed to wash clothes with.

From Gladys Swick Kingston

We were ten in the first grade class of 1927. Vernon Lutjens, Frank Lemley, Jack Dailey, George Dorothy, Janet Ganzel, Lucille Graven, Kathleen Johnson and me make eight. Arithmetic and memory lessons were tough back in those days, too. Miss Xenia Hayes took us on in about the fourth grade. She labeled Frank, Vernie and me the Three Musketeers, and she put an end to our organizing and promoting fights at recess time. The twelve years at Elisbury Consolidated School, District #90 were great. We really had super teachers. 1 could name them all, but I won't. Play Day was the greatest day of the year. High lumping, shot putting, foot racing and softball made our day.

The WPA installed running water and toilet facilities in the school in the mid-'30s. The gang of WPA workers would play softball against us at noon hour. I ran into Art Carico on the baseline and broke his rib and I called that fun.

I joined G Co. 164th Infantry and a year later Kenneth Keyes, a senior at the University of Grand Forks, joined. We were the only two from Pillsbury and we were inducted into Federal Service and on Feb. 10, 1941, almost a year before Pearl Harbor, we went to Camp Claiborne, LA. ... We would meet
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often and Ken not only knew everyone very well in Pillsbury, but he could mimick them to the letter. One day he'd pretend he was Axel Perrson and the next time it would be Gordon Smith or Louie Benson. Ken got wounded on Guadalcanal and again he got shot in the face on Bouganville. I told him it was because he was left-handed and was ducking the wrong way.

I suspect all the motels in Page, Hope and Luverne are fully booked up. This will really test Stanley's and Gladys' hospitality! I, for one, am really looking forward to seeing you all.

From a letter by Clayton T. Kingston

When I was three and my brother, Wi I lard, was six months old, my father died of a brain aneurism. For a few years my mother farmed the farm with help, but when I started first grade I stayed in town with my Aunt Lydia in one room rented from Jake Benson. The next year we moved off the farm into a house across from the school now belonging to Corky Bellon. When we moved into the house in Pillsbury the former tenants had left a piano, to be shipped later, so my Aunt Ethelyn (Charles' wife) started giving me piano lessons, and in a couple of years I was playing the piano and pump organ for church and Sunday school and did so until we moved to Valley City. The church at that time had a large and very good choir.

Growing up in Pillsbury was a fun time. There always seemed to be something to do. Lots of games in the long summer evenings. Some of the games covered the whole town. We are fortunate in that we are able to spend our winters in Florida, but our farm near Pillsbury is still home and we are awfully glad to get back to it come spring.

From Marjorie Smith Myer

.  .

After WW II, he (Frank Campbell) was appointed Postmaster. The Post Office was located in the Hardware Store. One night the Post Office was robbed -- the safe was blown up. Mr. and Mrs. Cowles lived over the store and the night of the robbery, Mr. Cowles ran up to our place in his night clothes. Frank went down, but-they- were gone: William Campbell and Jim Murphy tried to trace them, but they were never found,

From Kathryn Campbell

I think the basement of school was used for gym before a separate building was erected. Then basketball games were held there and Community Club meetings. I suppose their object in having programs was for finances. They had many special events and plays - I did vocal solos and sister, Edith, and Wilma Thurston played piano duets for entertainment. "Guess Basket" socials were popular, too. Della, Doris Rock and another girl went to a contest once that I recall, vocal trio. Hilda Deering was a speech winner. We went to track

meets in Valley City. Bernice Graven was an outstanding athlete.

I was in demand as a hairdresser -- finger waves were in style and we cooked flax seed and water to make waveset. Steady customers were Mesdames Rock, Ganzel, Wittkop and Tennyson - the only names I can recall. I used my pay to buy material for my clothes which my mother would sew.

Keyes Store was a favorite place for groceries and kids' treats - candy. We got a lot for a nickel at that time.

From Della Medd Lee, who died in October of 1986

.  .  .

"My dad (Tom Kingston) was also town marshall, which, from the tales that were told me, was quite a full-time job by itself."

Stanley Kingston

Some of the memories I have of Pillsbury include the free movies held on Saturday night to attract people to come to town. In the fall of the year the farmers placed their orders for transient help. The Liquor Store served as headquarters for help to harvest their grain.

Whist tournaments were very popular and Pillsbury had a good whist team. They played the different towns around with a high percentage of winning.

From Allen Van Winkle

My dad would spend the winters in logging camps around Bemidji, Minn., to make money to live on and put the crop in, in the spring. While he was gone, my mother, a very good manager, worried about the Indians, that came by, afraid they might take our cows and horses. But when she saw them, she would always call them in and give them food to eat. We always had plenty of food to eat from our garden, meat, milk, and eggs. In the fall dad always took grain to the mill in Valley City, in exchange for flour for the year. So no one ever left ourr door hungry.and the. Indians appreciated it.

As the farms got bigger, my.dad with Will and Geo Smith owned a threshing machine: outfit, including a cook car and bunkhouse for the men. It was always fun at harvest time, and for some small chore, the cook always gave us a treat.

From a letter from Luvia McKay Flatt

John Myer, nicknamed "Onion John," grew vegetables in a garden located across from Highway 32. He would start his vegetables in his root cellar and transplant them in the spring. Many - boys would help him weed his onion patch. He would then sell his vegetables at a public auction.
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Gypsies would come around in their horse and buggies, and in later years, in cars. The children in town would run and hide when they saw them coming, fearing that their parents would carry through their threats of "giving them to the gypsies" when they misbehaved. One of the gypsies would talk and asked people for donations while the others would go to the cellar and clean out the vegetables stored for the winter.

Alice, Mrs. Jeffery Carico, washed and ironed clothes for local people as well as for hired men. The water for washing would have to be hauled in. During the winter she would melt ice and in the summer she would catch rain water in large barrels. Most of her washing was done on a scrub board.

Luvia Flatt remembers when she had the restaurant. The train was stuck in the cut, east of town. Many of the passengers on the train would come to eat in the restaurant, but for some the snow was too deep and they couldn't walk through it.

Clara Lemley Hill tells about the time she sent her little brother, Tom, to Ernie Holler for a haircut. She had him dressed in a sailor suit and Ernie thought he was a girl so he gave Tom a girl's haircut. Clara laughed when she saw him with the haircut and had to take him back for the boy's cut.

Memories about Abas, the former restaurant owner...

"Wesley Wittkop's father walked out one day when Abas served him a cup of coffee and he (Abas) stuck his finger in the coffee, when Wittkop asked if the coffee was hot."

"Abas didn't believe in banks. He stored all his money in a trunk. He didn't have it easy on Halloween when pranksters would put dead chickens down the chimney. At other times people would sneak in the basement where he stored his beer and steal many bottles. One day Axel Pearson was in the bar taking a snooze when a couple of men snipped of his handlebar mustache.

Ida Smith sewed dresses for $1.50 when people brought her the dress goods. One day, Ida and Mrs. Ganzel, dressed up Ida's dress form and put a hat on it. They set it on Hattie Smith's door step, knocked, then ran and hid. Hattie answered the door and said, "Come in Lois (Mrs. Roy Smith)." Nobody answered. Finally she slammed the door and said, "Don't come in then!"

During fall months, a traveling salesman would travel in a panel with woolen merchandise. A short, white haired man wearing a navy blue suit, he would carry his trunks into the house, one at a time. If the weather permitted, he would show his sweaters or black and white and red checkered coats or other clothing to his customers. The clothing would smell of mothballs.

One person commented, "It took a long time to look through one trunk and wait for the next trunk to be opened to see what goodies a person could see."

On February 12, 1937, Pauline put through an urgent call to Dr. J. B. James at Page, N. D. She told Doc he was needed at the Joe Wilson's, the baby picked that day to be born. Dr. James commandeered a railroad speeder and pumped his way to Pillsbury. All roads were blocked with snow. He was met at Pillsbury by F.W. Abraham, who was driving a sleigh school bus that winter. It was cold riding, so Doc walked the three and a half miles to the Wilson farm. When he opened the door, he heard the healthy cry of the newborn girl, Vadne.

Doc rode in the school bus most of the way back to Pillsbury; he was tired. The speeder ride back to Page was all down hill to Bedford. He then rode back to Page with Frank Collins on the speeder when Frank's hours at the Bedford tower were completed for the day.

The next day, February 13, was a terribly stormy day. Dr. James received another urgent call from the Pillsbury operator. It was the Walter Bode's second baby girl to make herself known. It was impossible to be out in the storm, so the doctor couldn't come."

Submitted by Minnie Wilson

At one time, the Pillsbury Band was hired to play in Luverne, but due to bad weather they weren't able to perform.

As the story goes, the band arrived in Luverne before the bad weather and did not perform but wanted to be paid for their efforts anyway. So they went to court in the bank in .Luverne.._It was not declared if they hired a band of "Indians" or band of "musicians." Consequently, nobody-was paid.

At the beginning of Pillsbury, Mr. Brockstad, editor of the Oriska paper looked over the land with a view of printing a paper providing he could have the support of the people.

On a later Sunday, carloads of people came to view Pillsbury.

Lewis and Eddie Gately's father, Patrick, would work on the railroad grade with horses that were kept in the town or Pillsbury while he drove back and forth from Page.
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In the early settling of the town, a cross was burned i n the middle of the street.

When donkeys were used for travel and work, the people recall when Murphy's donkeys laid across the tracks and wouldn't move. When it rained the donkeys would turn around and stand as the people would haveto walk home from school.

Richard Lee recalls when they went to school they would walk up town at noon hour. They would walk by the harness shop by the end and talk to the bird. The lady in charge would chase the boys away because they would get the bird to say "Not so nice words."

Zella Wittkop remembers Doctor Scanlon, the first doctor in Page, and then Dr. J.B. James who came out to Pillsbury area in a horse and buggy. Zella was a typhoid fever patient in Dr. James' office in Page for two weeks. Several patients were taken to Fargo in the baggage car of the daily train that left about 5:00 p.m. from Minot.

A Show Troupe came in by rail for several days - coaches on the track where they stayed - and put on a show and dance at night in the hall across from the school. The show girls would ask men to dance.

Addie McKay Mickleson remembers her father trading a house for a stallion from Albert Dakin. Albert Dakins lived in the house that Dennis McGuire lives in now. Albert owned a percheron stallion which he traveled in the surrounding country side.

Men from New York knew Pillsbury was being sought for a town and the railroad was going through. They came to North Dakota to buy land. The railroad wanted the towns by rail six miles apart to help the people haul the grain and buy supplies. In -1881 George E. Pillsbury owned the land.

I also recall when there were two general stores in Pillsbury; Fred Keyes' Grocery and the Mercantile Store. Both traded eggs

and butter for groceries, tested cream for butterfat, and sold yard goods, notions and shoes. Henry Lutjens owned the Meat Market where if one was lucky could get a free frankfurter; the Pillsbury Bank was a going institution and M.G. Peterson drove to work each day from his home two blocks away - drove home for lunch, too; the Benson Hardware sold nails by the pound or ounce, had the only gas pump in town and owned and operated the generator that provided electricity for

the few homes in town who could afford such luxury and I it the eight street lights.

Mr. Benson was also in charge of the fire engine which was stored in the same building as the generator. However, the building was too small for the engine so that a wheel was removed to fit it in. I never did seethe fire engine in action!

There was the post office where my Aunt Hattie Smith presided for many years after she ended her teaching career after seeing me through the third grade. Twice a day she picked up the First Class Mail bag thrown off the "fast train" as it sped by with hardly a recognizing whistle. Parcel Post came on the "Dinkey" which steamed from Fargo to New Rockford in the morning and back again in the afternoon.

The Harness Shop was an interesting place where, in the winter farmers brought their harnesses to soak in barrels of oil and hung up to "drip dry." I don't recall his name but he also "did boots and shoes."

There was a "real" Hotel covered with squares of painted tin, but I don't know anyone who ever stayed there. It wasn't too far from the Livery Barn and there was the Church and Parsonage where a minister and family lived the year round. I can only recall the name of one of the ministers - Huey - and I believe some of his offspring are still around

North Dakota.  Submitted by Willard J. Smith

St. Anthony's Elevator, as recalled by pioneers, was a beautiful elevator painted brown with white trim and the American flag flew from the top of the building. That soon ended one morning, as recalled by Waldo Wittkop, "The telephone rang at 3:30 a.m. and the Elevator was on fire. One big glow of fire could be seen for miles in the sky." Loren Burchill tells of his mother telling "the whole sky was aglow."

Darrel Jacobsen remembers going to Pillsbury with his father, Anton, to buy twine and a binder part at the Benson Int. Store. On that trip, his father also bought a threshing machine from Benson.

--He also recalls that they once brought a tractor and plow from Pillsbury and that on the day they brought it out, the Jacobsen boys thought a plane had landed.

A memory of Jake Benson is recalled by Marjorie Myer, who stayed with her Aunt Lydia Nolting, who worked for Clarence Keyes and had a room in Jake's house. Marjorie would look down the register at him while he was reading his paper. Benson would yell at her and she would run. Later, the house was moved in the country to the Sundstrom farm.

Ed Levin also remembers how Jake would tell him, "I'll fill the car up with gas and let's go fishing at Snyder Lake." In Benson's later years after his wife passed away, Jake went to the Bethany Homes

166.

in Fargo. When Ed would go see him, he would still say, "Let's go fishing Ed." Adds Levin, Jake Benson contributed different ideas and helped build the town. Many people had their shoes repaired by Jake and remember him sitting by his window, glasses down on his nose reading the newspaper or the days when he would walk across to Keyes' Store to buy that double dip ice cream cone and sit outside of his building in the sun and fresh air.

Clara Lemley recalls in the dry years of the Thirties on one occasion when cactus piled up in front of the store as high as the store itself.

lL

Bundle haulers were no problem to find in those days either. When the threshing machine was set and ready to go, Darrel's father would go to Pillsbury to pick up men off the train by the railroad tracks. They would work for a few days and leave. "Pillsbury was a big town when I was a kid," recalls Darrel. He farmed on the Eddie Burger farm.

`Letter to the Editor' Written in 1935 by a Pillsbury Farmer

Dear Mister Editer,

I dunno if you know it or not, but old stork has been a busy old bird here again. Now, you take Elmer Daigles of the cactus flats of Minnie Lake Township. They got a new boy last week. Then there is the Cloyce Caricos., they have a new boy; and the Joe Wilsons have a new boy; 'twont be long now before Joe will be boring his friends telling the cute things "Little Joe" does and says.

Well sir, it's getting to be a reglar epidemic and it wouldn't surprise me one bit, mister Editor, if the board of health would slap on a quarantine.

Plans for the carnival on Friday, November 1, are coming along nicely. Valley City firms among others, have contributed liberally, and want to thank them for it. "Poison Carrots," the hired man, says he hopes they will come to the carnival. Says he'll sell'em kisses for half price if he has that booth, or if he has the fortunetelling booth he'll tell 'm all kinds of good luck.

I kinda wasn't planning to go but the old lady had all my collars and cuffs and things, what I always wear on Christmas and the 4th of July, cleaned up, and so, I guess I'll have to tune up the old Viber Eight and drive in to see what it's all about.

Malcolm McKays left the sand hills of Minnie Lake and came back to the United States and are living in Baldwin Township. Malcolm said Minnie Lake is a nice country, tho.

Fellers from Baldwin and Ellsbury are signing wheat allotment papers here today. Pete Nielson and George McKay promised to name me as beneficiary in their contracts. Course I don't know if they'll do it, tho.

Mr. and Mrs. Severt Skjefte moved from Killdeer, N.D., and are living on the Thilmony farm. They have sent us five new pupils, Ruby, Reubin, Alton, Wallace and LaVerne.

Gwendolyn Anderson and Marion Smith are beginners in the primary room as are Laurel and Joyce Mickelson. We have a larger school enrollment than ever. The Walt Deerings and Art Deerings moved to Washington state.

Otto Jungnitsch October 31, 1935

Mike Saign and family moved to Fargo, where they have a cafe. John Kingston, Robert Stevenson and Ewald Jungnitsch are students at the Wahpeton School of Science. Marian Borstad and Bernice Graven are at S.T.C, in Valley City. Orlin Law is at the State School of Forestry at Bottineau. Abraham Jungnitsch and Herman Graven are somewhere in the Navy. Mrs. Isham; the county nurse, visited Pillsbury School last week. Frank Morton and son, Johnnie, were in town Tuesday. Frank says they are just finishing threshing a big crop.

Miss Helen McKay, primary teacher, left for Wilton last Friday, to attend the wedding of her brother, who teaches school there. Miss Ellen Jensen spent the weekend at the home of her parents near Oriska.

Mr. and Mrs. Walt Bode and family moved to Valley City.

The Carl Workman family moved from Colgate, N.D., on to the Ray Dailey farm, so, new students in our school are, Lorraine, Stanley, Clarence and Lawrence Workman. From Minnie Lake we have Russell Brudevold and Mable Kruesel, and Baldwin sends us Gladys McKay.

I visited the State School of Science last weekend, saw Robert Stevenson and John Kingston there. Johnnie was working in the machine shop, making a left-handed monkey wrench, while Bob was in the electrical department, trying to figure out how they squirt the kerosene through the wires and make it burn in them bottles that are suspended from the ceiling.

This is all for this time, mister editor.

Taken from a column in the Times-Record newspaper.
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FAMILY HISTORIES

Casper Aarestad Family

J

%1

Front: Casper Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Casper Aarestad Sr., JaniceBack: Audrey, Everett, Lorraine, Harland, Sally

Early in 1938 Mr. and Mrs. Casper Aarestad moved from Cooperstown, N.D., to Pillsbury and established a Red Owl Store. The family lived in a house attached to the rear of the store building. Most of the family members worked in the store at various times. There were seven children.

Harland Strand is married to Inger Jorgenson

and they live on their farm near Hannaford, N.D. Lorraine Strand was married to the late Russell Barr and lives in Cooperstown, N.D. Audrey resides with her husband, William Hammer, at St.

_Regis, Mont. Rosella "Sally" is married to James  pleasant__ memories and lasting friendships .that

Thompson and lives at Devils Lake, N.D. Everett is  resulted in having lived in Pillsbury. They felt

married to Becky Lettenmaier and they reside at  fortunate to have been there, during the booming

St. Regis, Mont. Janice lives in Billings, Mont.,  years of small towns. with her husband, David Vigessa. Casper Jr., who

was born in Pillsbury, is married to Elaine Stokka. They operate the family farm south of Cooperstown.

Audrey, Sally, Everett and Janice attended Pillsbury Public School. Audrey was a member of the girls' championship basketball team.

Casper Aarestad Sr. died in January, 1981. Mrs. Aarestad is still involved in community and church activities in Cooperstown.

The Aarestad family congratulates the

Pillsbury Community and appreciates the many

Edward H. Abraham

Edward, son of the F.W. Abrahams, was born October 9, 1918. He lived in Ellsbury Township where the Wisted farm is, until five years of age. He then moved to the home farm, presently occupied by his son, Harvey.

Ed attended school in Pillsbury. He farmed with his father and brothers after graduation. On June 10, 1946 Ed married Margary Tuenge. They lived where Joe Wilsons now live, until moving to Minnie Lake Township in 1952. They also owned a

grocery store in Pillsbury during 1947-1948, besides selling gas for Champlin.

Two children were born to Ed and Margary: Harvey, born August 28, 1949 and JoAnn, born April 12, 1952.

In 1970, Ed and Margary moved to Valley City, N.D. Ed worked for the Barnes County Highway Department until 1978 when he retired. Ed died March 20, 1983.

168.

F.W. "Bill" Abraham - Irene Suedel

F.W. "Bill" Abraham was born at Tonning, Germany in 1888. He came to the United States in 1908 to the LaMoure, N.D. area, then from there to the Sabin, Minn., area, where he did carpenter work (his trade).

Bill married Irene Suedel at Sabin, Minn., in 1915. She was born in Brainerd, Minn., in 1895. They continued to live at Sabin until the spring of 1917, at which time they moved to Ellsbury Township (NW1/4 -28), Barnes County. They shipped their household goods by rail to Pillsbury.

There being only a barn and a granary on the. place, they lived in the granary until he finished building the house in the fall. Then B.R. Abraham came and they farmed in partnerships. In 1922 they bought NE1/4 33 of Ellsbury Township. They moved to there in the spring of 1923. They farmed in partnership until 1931 at which time Bob bought a farm in the Page area. They raised livestock, grain and potatoes, hiring help to pick the potatoes in the fall.

Bill was a school board member and township officer for many years.

Bill and Irene had six children: Florence, born in 1917 in Sabin, Minn.; and Edward (1918-1983), John born in 1919, Loretta (1912-1921), Lester born in 1923, Lois born in 1930; all born in Ellsbury Township.

Bill died in November 1959 and Irene in March 1961.

Harvey Abraham - Margaret Bofferding

farm, which had been previously owned by F.W. Abraham, Harvey's grandfather. On October 27, 1979 Harvey married Margaret Bofferding in Fargo, N. D.

Margaret, a 1975 graduate of Shanley High School, attended NDSU and graduated from its School of Nursing in 1977. She is currently employed by Mercy Hospital at Valley City, N.D.

Harvey and Margaret have three children. Jeremy Matthew was born on July 28, 1981. On July 18, 1982, Kelly Elizabeth was born. Jamie Leigh joined the family on November 27,1985.

Besides farming Harvey also sells Sigco seeds, some equipment, and does auto body repair work at his farm. Harvey is also clerk-treasurer for Ellsbury Township.

John S. Abraham

John S. Abraham, son of the F.W. Abrahams, was born in Ellsbury Township on November 17, 1919. He attended school in Pillsbury. After school, he farmed for awhile until going into the service in December, 1941, serving in the South Pacific. After his discharge in 1945 he farmed, first with his brothers and then on his own.

In 1977 he moved to Valley City, N.D., but continued to help his nephew, Harvey Abraham, on the farm. On August 5, 1983 he married Margary Abraham.

Lester Abraham - Louise Jondahl

Jeremy, Harvey and Margaret Abraham, Jamie, Kelly

Harvey Edward Abraham, son of Edward H. and Margary Tuenge Abraham, was born August 28, 1949. He graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1967. He then attended NDSSS at Wahpeton, N.D., and graduated in 1969 majoring in auto body repair. While working in Fargo, N.D., and farming near Pillsbury he served six years with the 141st Engineering Battalion at Valley City, N.D. He then moved, permanently to this Uncle John Abraham's

Front: Louise and Lester AbrahamBack: David and Michael

Lester M. Abraham, son of F.W. "Bill" and Irene Abraham, was born December 23, 1923 at their farm home NE1/4 of Section 33 - Ellsbury Township. He received his education at the Ellsbury School at Pillsbury.

He entered the Army in 1943 and served in the South Pacific and also with the Occupation Forces in Japan. He was discharged in December 1945.
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Lester farmed for a short time, then went into the insurance business and sold real estate in Fargo. In the fall of 1956, he came back to farm in Minnie Lake Township.

In 1957 he married Louise Johdahl, daughter of Ingvald and Alpha Jondahl of Page, N.D. She was born September 18, 1924 on her parents' farm in Broadlawn Township, Steele County. She attended a rural school and graduated from Page High School.

Lester and Louise live on the SW'/4 of Section 2, Minnie Lake Township, where they own and operate a grain farm. They have two sons. Michael was born April 26, 1958. He is a graduate of Page High School. David was born April 7, 1960. He is a graduate of Page High School and graduated from North Dakota State University in 1982. Their sons have taken over the farm operation and continue to farm.

During the years, Lester has served on the Minnie Lake Township Board, president of Barnes County Township Officers Association, president of Pillsbury Wildlife Club, vice president of the Board of Directors of Pillsbury Elevator, Church Council and president of Page Community Club. He was a Barnes County Commissioner from 1977 through 1982. He served on the Lower Sheyenne River Citizen Committee for flood control and helped create the City-County Health Department of Barnes County, serving as chairman of the board for six years.

Margary (Tuenge) Abraham

Margary Tuenge, daughter of Ben and Ella Tuenge, was born in Valley City, N.D. on July 11, 1927. She lived there until 1943 when her family moved to Pillsbury and her father worked for the Barnes County Highway Department.

Margary graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1946. She married Edward Abraham on June 10, 1946.

George and Josephine Alberts

George and Josephine Alberts moved to Pillsbury in 1934 from Minnie Lake Township. Geroge worked for Benson International Harvestor and Benson Hardware from 1927 until 1936. He was town constable for many years. He was a carpenter by trade and also a mechanic. He ran threshing machines for Pete Rock and Hank Northridge. George moved to Fargo and worked in the construction business until retiring. He died in 1982. Josephine is living in Fargo.

They had five children. George Jr., Marvin and Alan attended some school in Pillsbury. Gail was born in Pillsbury and Joan was born in Fargo.

When living in Pillsbury, they lived north of the Hank Northridge home. They boarded teachers for many years. Ellen Jensen, Helen McKay and Esther Officer were the teachers.

Marvin Alberts - Janet Carico

Marvin Alberts resided in Pillsbury from 19341940. While there he participated in 4-H Club, basketball, softball, track, school plays and declamation contests. He sang in the choir and a men's quartet. He attended the Presbyterian Church and Lutheran Confirmation in the Minnie Lake Church.

Janet Carico, daughter of Henry and Genevieve Carico, lived in Pillsbury from birth (1932) to 1950. She attended Pillsbury School from 1936-1950, participating in basketball, track and 4H. She attended the Presbyterian Church. In 1950 she moved to Fargo.

Marvin and Janet married and have two children and four grandchildren.

DuWayne Altringer - Phyllis Towle

Front: Lorrie, DuWayne and Phyllis Altringer, MarciaBack row: Keith, David, Thomas

DuWayne Altringer was born August 2, 1927 at Wimbledon, N.D., the son of Joseph and Genevieve (Hartman) Altringer Bellon. He grew up andt attended school in the Spiritwood, Devils Lake and Minneapolis areas.

Phyllis Towle was born August 20, 1928, the daughter of Joseph and Martha (Koehn) Towle in Jamestown, N.D: She graduated from Jamestown High School and attended Jamestown College for two years.

DuWayne and Phyllis were united in marriage on March 27, 1949 at Jamestown, N.D. DuWayne served in the Army before they were married. After their marriage he was employed at Reed Coal Co. and Farmers Union Oil Co., but was later called back into service with the National Guard in Jamestown where he served in the Korean War. When he returned from service he farmed in rural Spiritwood for four years. He then went to work for W.H. Noel Co., later known as Northern Improvement Co., for 25 years as a rock crusher operator. They owned and operated Bellon's Bar at
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Pillsbury for 10 years. Phyllis was a member of the Spiritwood Homemakers and also the Spiritwood PTA. She also cooked at the Spiritwood School.

They have five children. Thomas, who lived in Fargo, N.D., was killed in a motel shootout in Hot Springs, Ark., in 1984. He leaves two children, Sally and Thomas Joseph, and two stepsons, Allyn and Chad Hunteman. Thomas is buried in Highland Home Cemetery in Jamestown, N.D. Marcia (Mrs. Tom) Koushkouski, lives in Jamestown, N.D. They have two daughters, Melissa and Sara Jo. Keith is married to Pam Calkins and lives in Circle Pine, Minn. They have three children, Nicholas, Christopher and Niomi. Lorrie (Mrs. Jerrold) Sundstrom lives in rural Oriska, N.D., with her husband and children, Thaine and Teather. David resides in Valley City, N.D.

Dale Anderson - Janice E. Borstad

Duane Anderson - Janice Schmidt

Dale and Jan Anderson, Suzanne, Jodi, Tim

Janice E. Borstad, daughter of Helmer J. and Ida S. (Lemley) Borstad was born on August 16, 1941. She graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1959. Following graduation she worked as a secretary in Valley City until her marriage to Dale Anderson from Valley City in June 1960. Jan and Dale have three children.

Timothy, who graduated from Valley City High School in 1979 and from Valley City State College in 1985 is attending the University in Geneva, Switzerland.

Suzanne graduated from Valley City High School in 1980 and Valley City State College in 1986. She is married to Gene Nagle of Valley City. They have one child, Lindsay S., born September of 1985. Gene is employed by Municipal Utilities in Valley City.

Jodi graduated from Valley City High School in 1984 and will attend Travel Career Institute in Bismarck in the fall of 1986.

Jan is owner and operator of A Block West, a women's clothing store in Valley City. Dale is manager of Dakota Auto Supply, also in Valley

City.

Jan, Jerry, Nick and Duane Anderson

Duane Raymond Anderson was born May 3, 1933 to Ernest and Ruby Anderson of Pillsbury, N.D. He graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1952 and served in the US Army in 1958. On April 27, 1973, he married Janice Schmidt Holm, originally from Hope, N.D. Later he adopted her two sons, Jarret and Nicklaus.

Jarrett was named a National Merit Scholar upon graduating from Hope High School in 1985. He is currently attending the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks. Nicklaus, who participates in high school sports, will graduate in 1987 and plans to attend college.

Duane and Jan moved their farm home into Hope, N.D., in 1977. Duane farms in the Pillsbury and Hope areas. He was a member of the Ellsbury Township Officers Board while living on the farm and presently serves as a member of the City of Hope Park Board. He fishes, hunts and restores antique furniture.

Jan is cashier of the First State Bank of Hope. She serves as vice president of the Hope Civic Club and secretary of the Hope Booster Club. She bowls and attends flea markets and antique shows during_ her spare time.

Ernest Anderson - Ruby Holmen

Ernest and Ruby Anderson farmed in Ellsbury Township from 1925 to 1972 when they sold the farm to their son, Duane.

Ernest was born in 1902 at Sharon, N.D. He came to Pillsbury in 1925 to farm. He farmed for John Maurice at Colgate, N. D.

Ruby Holmen was born in 1910 at Bagley, Minn. She came to Pillsbury in 1928 and worked for different families prior to her marriage to Ernest. They were married on September 20, 1930.

They lived six miles south and one-half mile east of Hope. In 1945 they bought the Mike Lee farm and continued to farm there. Ernest died in 1975.
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Ernest and Ruby Anderson

Six children were born to this union: Gwendolyn (Mrs. Walter B.) Downs of Hope, N.D.; Duane Anderson of Hope, N.D.; Doloris (Mrs. Harold) Risser of Colestrip, Mont.; Grace (Mrs. Paul) Evans of Mead, Wash.; Agnes (Mrs. Alfred) Mitzel of Hope, N.D., and James, who died at birth.

The children attended grade school and graduated from high school in Pillsbury. Ruby has eighteen grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.

While in Pillsbury, Ruby participated in Ladies Aid, Homemaker's Club, Senior Citizens' Club and church. She moved to Hope in 1977 and now is a member of the United Church of Hope, Afternoon Circle, United Church Women and is secretary of the Young at Heart Senior Citizens' Club and also a member of the Steele County Bus Council.

Ruby Anderson

John and Gladys Anderson

Gladys Amelia, the fifth of the six children of Martin and Carrie Ovregaard Hetland, was born at their farm home two miles north and one mile east of Pillsbury in September 1910. Her brothers and sister are Karl of Hope, N.D., now deceased; Bern of Billings, Mont., deceased; Alfred of Valley City, N.D.; Myron of Fromberg, Mont., deceased; and Alma (Overland) of Hope.

Gladys attended first grade at the Pillsbury School with Hattie Smith as her teacher. Her other school years were spent at the Gray School and at Hope where she graduated from high school in 1928. She then attended the Mayville Normal School for one year and then taught country school one year in Edendale Township, Steele County, near Clifford, N.D. She gave up teaching after one year to help at home during the depression of the 1930s. On August 30, 1939 she was married to John E. Anderson of Springfield, Minn, who was farming in Minnie Lake Township south of Pillsbury.

John was a widower whose wife, Helen (Gould), had died from yellow jaundice in the

John E. Anderson- Gladys Hetland

summer of 1934 and left him with four small children: namely, Doris, Kenneth M., Lois and John K. After harvest that fall he decided to quit farming and work for Clarence Wolfley in his Texaco Service Station in Oriska. He was there a little over a year and then accepted a job running a Texaco Service Station in Valley City and delivering gas to the area farmers.

But his real interest was still in farming so in the fall of 1937 he returned to his native Springfield, Minn., and bought a farm adjacent to his parents' farm at Springfield. The renter of this farm had a lease for one more year so John accepted a job as a lineman for the Brown County R.E.A. During this time he and his children lived at home with his parents, Andrew and Anna Anderson, at Springfield.

In the fall of 1939 John and Gladys and his children moved onto the farm he had bought and lived there until they retired in 1974 and moved into Springfield.

During -those years John and Gladys were the parents of four more children: namely, Lloyd K. in 1942; Judy in 1944, Charlotte in 1947-and Donavon-L. in 1949.

Doris (Mrs. Wesley) Dahn lives in Minneapolis, Minn. Kenneth M. owns Anderson's Feed Services in Belview, Minn. He is married to Carol Schriepp and they have four children. Lois (Mrs. Robert) Pelowski lives in Winona, Minn. They have five children. John K. married Ardella Jordon. They farm near Belview, Minn., and have five children.

Lloyd K. married Ruth Ann Ringhand. They live near Echo, Minn., and have four sons. Judy (Mrs. Lynn) Nielsen lives in Burnsville, Minn., and they have two girls. Charlotte married Duncan Gardiner. They have two children and live in Corcoran, Minn. Donavon married Michelle

172.

Wendt. They have three children and farm on the home farm.

Front: Judy, Lois,

Gladys and John Anderson, Doris, Charlotte Back: Lloyd, John K., Ken, Don

icy

Corinne Baker

Corinne Baker left Pillsbury after graduation in 1970 and spent a year in Jamestown, N.D., with her parents. In 1971 she joined the military and was stationed in San Francisco, Calif., where she worked at the Letterman's Hospital. Through the

years, she has lived in Texas, Hawaii, California and Virginia.

Corinne is currently living in Pueblo, Colo., and works at Penrose Hospital in Colorado Springs as a coder in Medical Records.

Floyd Baker - Alene Borstad

Front: Ron, Alene and Floyd Baker, Ken Back: Alva, Joanne, Carol, Corinne, Laurel

Floyd Baker and Alene Borstad were married on June 15, 1931. They lived in Luverne, N.D., for two years while Floyd helped his dad run the dray line.

They later moved back to Pillsbury and Floyd worked on farms, road work, drove school bus and

whatever was available because times were hard and the Depression was on.

In 1943 Floyd started working on the railroad and worked there until he retired in 1968. In 1969 they moved to Jamestown, N.D., and Alene worked at the Crippled Children's School, which is known
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now as the Anne Carlsen School. I n 1975 they moved to Fargo, N.D. After a brief illness Floyd passed away in September of 1980. Since then Alene has continued to live in Fargo. She spends most of her winters visiting the children living in the southern states.

Ken Baker

Ken left Pillsbury in 1959 when he joined the Navy. He served four years of sea duty in the Atlantic, Mediterranean and Caribbean waters. He came back to North Dakota for a year and then moved to California. There he met Eva. After a short engagement, they were married.

They wanted to see the northwest, so they moved to Oregon and from there they went to Michigan and settled in for fifteen years. They now live in Tucson, Ariz., and Ken is employed at St. Mary's Hospital in the Sanitation Department. They have one son, who is in the Coast Guard and lives in San Francisco. He is married and has a daughter.

Ron Baker

Ron Baker grew up in Pillsbury and left there in 1964 when he joined the Army. He served three years in the Army and was stationed in Nancy, France.

He returned to the States in 1967 and lived at Poughkeepie, N.Y., and was employed by IBM for three years. He met his wife, Nancy, there.

Later, they moved to Mississippi in 1970. There, Ron worked for Mephis hardwood flooring as a lumber grader. In 1971 they moved to Fort Payne, Ala., and he is presently employed as general manager of the Pioneer Hosiery Mill. They have one son.

Henry Barr - Wilhelmina Wittkop

Henry Barr from Sweet Home, N.Y., and his brother, William, took up homesteads (now a North Dakota Centennial Farm) on Section 30, Ellsbury Township in 1881. They had stopped on the way from New York to visit a cousin at Afton, Minn., and here they met two sisters, Wilhelmina and Bertha Wittkop.

Page Person, a former resident of Afton, who had a sizable farming operation near Valley City, hired the Barr brothers to work for him. He told them if they wanted to file on homesteads he would loan them the necessary equipment to break up the required acres. They accepted this offer and they built a shanty on the dividing line; Henry taking the SE1/4 and William the SW'/4 of Section 30. They broke up enough land so they could start farming in the spring. They built a house on Henry's land, and although it was not quite finished, Henry went back to Afton and married Wilhelmina Wittkop, February 18, 1882. When she arrived, she was the only woman for miles around and life was very lonesome for her. In April of 1884, William brought

his bride, Bertha Wittkop, back to his claim and since their two houses were about two blocks apart, the two sisters were much needed company for each other.

A brother of the two sisters, Albert Wittkop, then took up a homestead (now the Maynard Burchill farm) near the Barrs, as did John Westphal, a cousin of the Barrs, and a community began to form. As the years passed, the farms were improved, larger houses were built or added onto, trees were planted and the prairie took on a settled look. Trading was done in Hope and Page until the Great Northern Railroad built a cutoff between Fargo and Minot and Pillsbury was established in 1912.

Henry Barr passed away in 1934, Wilhelmina in 1939. Both are buried in Page Cemetery.

Born to Henry and Wilhelmina Barr were eleven children: Ida, Nora, Reuben, Edward, Clara, Josephine, Louise, Elsie, Edna, Myrtle and Helen. Only Ed, Elsie and Reuben remained in the area.

In October 1921, Reuben married Kathrine McKay, a school teacher and daughter of Neil and Elizabeth (Sowden) McKay of Baldwin Township. They settled on the SW'/4 of Section 20 in Ellsbury Township. Kathrine was one of the first teachers in the Pillsbury School. She was active in Ladies Aid and Homemakers Club. She served on the school board and was assessor for many years. They had three children: Russell, Calvin "Kelly" and Patricia, who died in infancy. Kathrine died in 1949 and Reuben in 1957. Both are buried in the Page Cemetery.

Russell attended and graduated from Ellsbury High School, Pillsbury, in 1940. He worked in the Red Owl Store in Pillsbury before joining the Marine Air Corps. He served during WW I I from 1942-1946. He married Lorraine Strand in January 1945. They had three children: Cynthia Rae, Barbara Ann and Janell. All died in infancy. After returning from the armed service, Russ worked for Farmer's Oil Co., Cooperstown, N.D.; Minneapolis-Moline, Fargo and Minot, N.D.; United Airlines, San Francisco, Calif.; and Midwest Machine Co., Jamestown, N.D., before joining Production Credit Association where he served as branch' manager from. 1960 until he retired in 1984. He died August 22, 1985 and is buried in the Page Cemetery.

Kelly attended and graduated from Ellsbury High School, Pillsbury, in 1942. For the next few years he worked on the farm, Keye's Store and the Pillsbury Elevator. He served in the Army in Korea from 1946-1947. He married Lila Trana in June of 1947. Kelly worked in the Pillsbury Bar for the Plaistad brothers until it was destroyed L ' fire in October 1948. He later worked for Harold Bellon in the bar until moving to Fargo in 1952. He worked for the Fargo Police Department until he retired in 1972. Kelly and Lila lived in Minnesota and West Fargo until moving back to the Barr farm in 1982. They had three children: Candice, Barry and Ron.

Candy lived in Pillsbury ; ntil she was three years old. She attended schools in Fargo and
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graduated from Central High School in 1966. She went to NDSU for one year before transferring to Moorhead State where she graduated cum laude in 1970 with a degree in social work. She married Gerald Huss in May 1971 and in 1977 moved back to the original Barr farm. They have one child, Adam Paul.

Gerry, Candy and Adam Huss

Barry was two years old when the family moved from Pillsbury. He attended school in Fargo, graduated from Central High School and from NDSU. with a degree in business administration. He served four years in the U.S. Air Force. He and his wife, Sandy, live in Fargo. They have two children, Crystal Kelly and Ashley Elizabeth.

Ron attended schools in Fargo and in Staples, Minn. He graduated from Staples High School and from Moorhead Vocational Technical Institute. He and his wife, Nancy, live in Fargo.

William Barr - Bertha Wittkop

homestead in Ellsbury Township. He also worked for Page Person and took advantage of his offer to borrow equipment to break up the sod on his homestead.

William brought his bride, Bertha Wittkop, to his claim in 1884, where she joined her sister, who had married Henry Barr two years previously. Bertha was born in 1865 in Afton, Minn. Her brother, Alfred Wittkop, joined the two sisters and homesteaded in Minnie Lake Township, very close to the Barr brothers.

Many of the homesteads were lost during the great depression, but the Barrs were able to hold onto their land. Milton, son of William, took over the operation of the farm after William retired and operated the farm until his death in 1971. Then Elizabeth and Lydia took over the management of the farm until 1973, when it was sold to Stanley Holcomb.

The following children were born to William

and Bertha Barr; Flora, Arthur, Anna, Walter, William Jr., Milton, Elizabeth, Martha, Lydia and Irene. Only Irene remains of the William Barr family.

Raymond Bauer - Amelia Kubischta

Bertha and William Barr

William Barr, born in 1860, came to Barnes County with his brother in 1881 and took a

Front: CurtisBack: Ray, David and Amelia Bauer

Raymond Ba.uer was. born on December 7, 1919. He graduated from EIIsbury High School in 1937.

Amelia Kubischta was born on January 29, 1919. She married Raymond on April 15, 1941. They farmed near Hope for 14 years.

In 1945 they adopted David Allen Bauer. Curtis Raymond Bauer was born to them on August 18, 1955. David graduated from Pillsbury in 1963, attended college and then moved to St. Paul, Minn., where he now lives. Curtis graduated in 1974, a member of the last graduating class of Pillsbury High School.

Mrs. Bauer and Curtis presently live on the farm in a section of Baldwin Township. Mr. Bauer died October 24, 1971 and is buried in the Hope Cemetery.
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Harold Bellon - Genevieve Hartman

Harold and Jenny Bellon

Harold William Bellon, born April 4, 1912 and Genevieve (Hartman) Bellon, born February 26, 1903 moved to Pillsbury in 1948. They owned and operated Bellon's Bar here.

Before moving to Pillsbury, Harold farmed near Spiritwood, N.D., until 1947. They also owned a bar in Aberdeen, S.D.

Harold belonged to the Wildlife Club, Elks, and played baseball in Pillsbury. He passed away in March of 1973, Genevieve on February 13, 1982. They are interred at Riverside Cemetery, Fargo, N. D.

They have five children: Shirley, Mrs. Arne Odegaard; Maxine, Mrs Leo Huepel; Gale, Mrs. Larry Ruckert; Harold Jr. married to Susan Fuglestad; and Carol, Mrs. Verne Isaaks.

In a previous marriage, Genevieve had five children: Lou (Mrs. Don) Craft, Leroy, Grace (Mrs. Joe) Albrect, DuWayne and Ernest.

Harold Bellon Jr. - Susan Fuglestad

John Bellon

S.D., and before that, Spiritwood, N.D., where the family farmed. Harold attended twelve years at Pillsbury School, graduating in 1961. After graduation he entered the United States Army.

Harold married Susan Fuglestad, daughter of Reynold and Margaret (Ihry) Fuglestad in 1965. Susan grew up in the Luverne, N.D., area and attended all twelve years of school there. She graduated from Valley City State College in 1970. Upon graduation she taught school in Pillsbury from 1970-1974. After that she taught and is still teaching in Luverne Public School.

After their marriage the Bellons resided in Seattle for two years. They returned to Pillsbury where Harold has worked at the Miller Elevator Co. They have four children: Timothy, Brenda, Anna and Jeffrey.

Tim, born in 1965 and Brenda, born in 1966, both graduated from Hope High School. Tim is currently attending Concordia College and Brenda is attending Joseph's School of Hair, Fargo, N.D. Anna, born in 1977 and Jeffrey, born in 1983, live at home.

Eddy and Ruth Berger

Tom, Tim, Ruth and Eddy Berger, Ron, DanSeated: Amy and Mary

Eddy and Ruth Berger reside one-quarter mile south and one mile west of Pillsbury. They have six children:

Tom, the oldest, resides in Flagstaff, Ariz., with his wife, Sharon, and daughter, Erica. He is manager of Flagstaff Travel.

Tim and wife, Michaele, live in Aurora, Colo., where he works at the City of Aurora Water Department.

Ron and his wife, Nancy, live in Seattle, Wash., where he works with the Seattle Water Department.

Mary will graduate from college in Aurora, Colo., and plans to pursue a nursing degree at Mary College, Bismarck, N.D.

Dan graduated from Valley City High School in 1986 and will attend Valley City State College in pre-pharmacology.

Amy attends St. Catherine School in Valley City, N.D.

/

Front: Anna, BrendaBack: Susan, Corky, Jeff

and Tim Bellon

Harold Bellon Jr. moved with his family to Pillsbury, N.D., in 1949, coming from Aberdeen,
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Larry Bishop - Linda Burchill

Linda Ann Burchill, daughter of Ronald Burchill and the late Evelyn Burchill was born February 10, 1954 at Valley City, N.D. She

attended school at Pillsbury and graduated in 1972. She attended Valley City State College and graduated in 1976 from St. Luke's

Hospital  School  of Nursing.

Colgate, N.D. area.

On November 25, 1932, he married Leeta Davis at Valley City. They made their home in Pillsbury. In 1937 the couple moved to Valley City where he was employed as a painter/decorator. He retired in 1960 and in 1965 they moved to Oregon. In December of 1984 they moved to Fargo-Moorhead. He died February 26, 1986. She continues to live in Moorhead.

They had six children: David, Glenn, Arvid, Delores, Hazel and Ruth.

Charles and Anna Borstad

Larry and Linda Bishop

Linda married Larry Bishop in September of 1978 at Fargo, N.D. They continue to reside in Fargo where Larry is employed by Steiger Tractor and Linda works at Dakota Hospital.

JoAnn Abraham Bloomquist

JoAnn, daughter of Ed and Margary Abraham, was born April 12, 1952. She was raised on the family farm and graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1970. She attended N DSSS and Minot State colleges.

JoAnn married Ronald Krein in October of 1972. They lived in California. Ron served in the Vietnam War. He was killed in a car accident in 1976. They had one son, Scott, born October 15, 1973.

After Ron's death, JoAnn lived in West Fargo, N.D. She moved to New Castle, Wyo., in 1983. She married Robert Bloomquist in December of 1984.

Walter Bode - Leeta Davis

Walter and Leela Bode

Walter Bode was born in Germany on September 30, 1903. In 1921 he moved to the United States and settle in Iowa. He later moved to the

Charles and Anna Borstad

Charles and Anna Borstad came to Pillsbury in December of 1926 with their three youngest children: Alene, Kenneth and Helmer. At that time Charles was helping his brother, Albert, in his blacksmith shop. He worked there until he got a job on the highway department as a road maintainer. During this time Charles also sold Watkins products. Mrs. Borstad served as "midwife" for the area, helping Dr. James. She also took in roomers and boarders, usually teachers, because they I ived so close to the school.

Mr. Borstad was also a WPA foreman and helped when the indoor plumbing was installed in the school. He was also involved in the city. government, serving as a Justice of the Peace and also serving on the school board.

About 1949 the Borstads moved to Bay City, Ore., after Mr. Borstad sold his hardware business to William Wittkop. Mr. Borstad died there in February of 1950. Mrs. Borstad returned to Pillsbury a year later and lived with her daughter, Alene (Mrs. Floyd) Baker until her death in 1964.

Emmet Bowe - Dorothy Reck

Emmet Bowe was born in Blue Earth County, Minn., January 26, 1896, the son of Patrick and Ellen (Morris) Bowe. He grew up in that area and in 1915 came to Buffalo, N.D., where he worked on the "Sargent Farm."
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In 1917 he enlisted in the armed forces and served with the 3rd Field Artillery in France. After his discharge from the service in 1919, he returned to North Dakota and the Buffalo area, where he worked for Chester Wilcox for about four years when he started farming for himself.

In 1925 he married Dorothy Reck of Lucca, N.D. She was the daughter of Bernhart and Kathrine (Gates) Reck. She was born and raised at Lucca,N.D., and graduated from Enderlin High School.

There were four children born while the family lived at Buffalo: Glen of Kokomo, Ind.; Mary Ellen Schlagel of Fingal, N.D.; Alta Mae Stansell of Arlington, Wash.; and Betty Lou Rowe of Lynnwood, Wash.

In January of 1932, the Bowes' home was completely destroyed by fire while Dorothy was in the hospital waiting the birth of their daughter, Betty Lou. The family spent the winter with Dorothy's uncle and aunt, the Otto Sprockhoff family of Fingal, until a new home could be constructed. I n the spring they returned and continued to live there until 1934 when they moved to Barnes County, near Pillsbury, and two more sons were born, James "Jim" of Spring Valley, Calif.; and Dale of Caldwell, Idaho. Donald of Lancaster,

Calif., was born after the family moved to a farm near Lucca.

Their sons all served in the armed forces. Glen served 20 years in the Air Force and Jim served 20 years in the Navy.

Mary Ellen is known in her community for her wedding cakes that are made of angle food from "scratch." She was featured in the Bridal Edition of the Fargo Forum in February of 1981 with her cakes.

She along with her son, Gary, and his family, own and operate Schlagels' Hardware, Inc. of Lisbon, N.D.

Betty Lou is the accounting manager of General Motors Acceptance Corp. of Bellevue, Wash., having been with General Motors for over 30 years.

In 1956 Emmet retired and moved to Mountlake Terrace, Wash., where he lived until his death in 1969. Dorothy continued to live in the area until her death in 1976. They had 14 grandchildren and four great-grandsons.

Grace Bowen
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Front: Glen, Jim, Alta Mae, Donald, Betty LouBack: Mary Ellen, Dale

Grace Bowen was born March 19, 1894 on her grandfather's farm three miles south of Valley City. Except for her college years at the University of North Dakota, she has spent her life in and around the Valley City and Pillsbury areas. She married Lawrence D. Bowen in 1921. He worked as bookkeeper and the advertising man for the People's Opinion,- a newspaper in Valley City.

In 1937 the Bowens took over her grandparents' farm south of Valley City. They were there only_ five years when they moved to the Sowden farm west of Pillsbury, where they raised cattle, hogs, sheep, chickens and turkeys. They didn't depend on the grain crops because of the drought in the '30s.

Mr. Bowen died February 24, 1953, but Grace continued to manage the farm with the hired help until she moved into Valley City, in 1980.

Grace belongs to the Congregational Church in Valley City, but also attended Baldwin Presbyterian Church during the years she lived in this area.

Grace has many hobbies, among them, traveling. She has traveled to all the continents but Africa and also to many islands. She has also traveled in all but three states. Crocheting, tatting

and reading are also some of her hobbies as well as card playing.

I n May of 1980 Grace was one of three alumni to receive 'the Sioux Award presented by the University of North Dakota Alumni Association.

Grace owns and manages many apartments around Valley City. She has also helped many young farmers in the area get started in farming.

Harley and Barbara Braunberger

Harley and Barbara Braunberger

Harley and Barbara Braunberger moved to Pillsbury in the fall of 1957. Barbara taught the 4th5th-6th grade combination room for three years, 1957-1960. Harley was a carpenter and worked in the Pillsbury, Hope and Finley areas. They lived in a trailer home beside the superintendent's house.

From Pillsbury, they moved to Finley where Harley had a construction business.

A daughter, Julie, was born in December of 1960. She died in 1975. Harley died in January of 1976.

Barbara is remarried to a pastor, Reverend F. Beckstrand. They I ive in Finley.

Darrel and Ruth Brudevold were married February 24, 1978 in Valley City. Darrel is the son of Forrest and Ardell Brudevold of Page and he is a 1973 graduate of Page High School and a 1976 graduate of Lake Region Junior College, Devils Lake, N.D.

Ruth is the daughter of Mary and Vernon Zubrod of Kathryn, N.D. She is a 1976 graduate of Kathryn High School and a 1977 graduate of Jamestown Beauty College.

After their wedding they lived in Valley City. Darrel was employed as a construction supervisor by Wick Construction and Ruth was a manageroperator at Picks & Pins Beauty Shop. They moved to Pillsbury in 1982 when Darrel started farming. They also started two businesses, Brudevold Construction and His and Her Hairstyling.

Darrel is a city alderman, a trustee of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church and president of the Community Club.

They have two children: Angela born October 16, 1979; and Jeremy born May 21, 1982.

Floyd Brudevold

Since the railroad company owned much of the land around them, further homesteading was not possible, but Andrew, his brother, Iver, and his father, Ben, purchased a section of land just to the north of their homestead from the railroad company for $12 per acre.

In later years, John Hobbis, Mae's father, purchased a place one and one-half miles south and one-half mile east of the old Ed Davis farm.

Floyd attended school in District 88 which consisted of two tiers of sections in Ellsbury Township and two tiers of sections from Minnie Lake Township.

Floyd farmed most of his life, retiring in 1961 and moving to Valley City. His two sons, Russell and Forrest, continue to live and farm in the area. Since his retirement, Floyd has built miniature steam threshing machines which he exhibits at different events throughout the area.

Floyd Brudevold

Born to Andrew and Mae (Hobbis) Brudevold on a farm eight miles west of Page, N.D., Floyd Brudevold grew up on his grandfather's farm, which is now occupied by his son, Russell, and owned by Floyd. This farm was homesteaded by Andrew Brudevold around 1882.

Darrel Brudevold - Ruth Zubrod

Ruth, Jeremy, Darrel Brudevold, Angela
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Russell Brudevold - Ardith Hicks

Russell Wayne Brudevold is married to Ardith Lina Maria Hicks. Russell was salutatorian of his graduating class of 1942 from Pillsbury.

Russell and Ardith farm in Minnie Lake Township, living on the farm where Russell was born. The farm was homesteaded by his great

grandfather, John Hobbis. It was later owned by his grandfather, Andrew Brudevold, and still later by his father, Floyd.

Before his marriage to Ardith, Russell served with the U.S. Army.

Carroll Burchill - Betty Nygaard

Front: Barry, Casey, Ryan, Carroll, Cory, Betty, Lance, Tina, MichelleBack: Perry, Kathy, Alana, Shari, Allen, Mindy, Ray, Julie, Terry,Darlene and Melinda. Not pictured: Sara and Justin

Carroll Burchill and Betty Nygaard were married in 1949. Carroll is the son of James G. and Lillian Burchill, who farmed in Grand Prairie Township. Betty is the daughter of Andrew and Augusta Nygaard, originally from the Hope, N.D., area. After serving in the Air Force, Carroll and Betty farmed with his dad in Grand Prairie Township.

They have five children: Julie (Mrs. Ray) Yanish graduated from Pillsbury in 1969. They havefive children: Mindy (1972), Cory (1974), Tina (1978), Lance (1979) and Sarah (1985). They reside in West Fargo, N.D.

Darlene (Mrs. Terry) Odegard lives in Anoka, Minn. She graduated in 1970 from Pillsbury. They have two daughters, Michelle (1977) and Melinda (1980).

Perry, a 1971 Pillsbury High School graduate, married Kathy Gunderson and farms in Grand Prairie Township. They have three sons, Casey, Barry and Ryan.

Allen graduated from Valley City High School in 1978. He married Alana Juliuson and farms in Grand Prairie Township. They have one son, Justin.

Shari, a 1986 Valley City High School graduate is attending North Dakota State School of Science,

Wahpeton, N.D.

Carroll and Betty are presently managing condominuims in South Padre Island, Tex.

Cindy Burchill

Cindy Burchill

Cindy Burchill, daughter of Lorne and Delores

Burchill attended Ellsbury District School #90. She graduated as a junior in 1974, the last year the school was open. At that same time she also received a number one rating at the District and State Individual Singing Competitions.

Cindy was a member of the Pillsbury Bluebirds 4-H Club for seven years. During that time she participated in judging, speech and demonstration events, dress revue and achievement
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days. She also received junior leadership awards for special projects.

She attended the Baldwin Presbyterian Young People's Group and upon graduation from high school received a Bible for faithful attendance and a small New Testament Bible from the pastor for personal contributions to the group.

On August 23, 1981, she was appointed as postmistress of the Pillsbury Post Office.

Dale Burchill - Kelcey Flatt

Duane Burchill - Gayle Lemley

Front: Darren, Gayle, Dustin and DouglasDuane Jr. and Duane Burchill Sr.

Duane T. and Gayle Burchill and sons reside on the family farm on SW1/4 Section 36 of Baldwin Township. They are third-generation farmers.

Duane, son of Ronald and Evelyn (Ostreim) Burchill, was born March 25, 1947 in Valley City, N.D. He attended school at Pillsbury, graduating in

Dale and Kelcey Burchill, Travis  1965. He entered farming after graduation. Duane

served in the National Guard in Valley City in the

Dale Burchill,-son of Harry and Edna Burchill, -141st Engineer Battalion Headquarters Company. was born December 1, 1941. The family lived in

rural Pillsbury where they were engaged in farming and livestock.

Dale attended School. In 1961 he farm.

Dale married Kelcey Flatt on April 9, 1976. She is the daughter of Jeanne (Johnston) Flatt and the late Wesley Flatt. Kelcey was born May 5, 1952 at Valley City, N.D. She attended her school years at Pillsbury Public School. After graduation Kelcey attended Mr. D's Town and Country Beauty College, Jamestown, N.D., graduating in 1975.

Dale and Kelcey live on the family farm in rural Pillsbury, where they are engaged in farming

and own the D & K Trucking_ Line. Kelcey owns and. operates Kelcey's Kountry Kurl beauty salon,

Kountry Krafts. and co-owner of J-K Unlimited Ceramics, which are located on the farm. She also has a partnership in Coopers Tan, Cooperstown, N.D.

Dale and Kelcey have a combined family of four children: Todd, born December 19, 1962 is presently employed by D & K Trucking, Pillsbury. He married Robbyn Heck on September 1, 1984. They have a daughter, Ana, and they live in rural Pillsbury.

Lori, born September 18, 1964 lives in Fargo, N.D., where she is employed. Travis, born June 7, 1972 attends Hope Public School, where he is active in sports.His favorite pastime is playing any type of ball and his trap set.

Rocky, born September 23, 1972 attends Valley City Public School.

school at Pillsbury Public started operating the family

Gayle, born January 21, 1948, is the daughter of George and LaMae (Cole) Lemley. She also graduated from Pillsbury, in 1966, and Valley City State College in 1972, with a B.S. in English. She taught in Pillsbury for the 1972-1973 school year.

Duane and Gayle were married October 11, 1968. They lived briefly in Hope and Pillsbury before moving to their present home.

They have four sons: Duane Thomas Jr., born May 13, 1969; Darren Troy, born September 19, 1973; Douglas Tyler, born October 28, 1974; and Dustin Taylor, born June 30, 1976. All attend school in Hope, N.D.

Harry Burchill - Edna Petersen

Harry and Edna Burchill
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Harry Burchill and Edna Petersen were united in marriage March 1, 1933 at Valley City, N.D. They farmed on the same place near Pillsbury all their married lives. To this union were born four children, Luella, Shirley, Dale and Russell.

Luella Anderson resides at Dazey, N.D. She has five children: Beverly, Mrs. DuWayne Didier of Eckelson, N.D.; Wayne of Fargo, N.D.; Joan Fuglestad of Detroit Lakes, Minn.; Warren of Fargo, N.D.; and Carmen, at home.

Shirley Sannes resides at Fertile, Minn., She has four children, Dennis Geving of Beltrami, Minn; Scott Geving, Shannon Geving and Sharleen Sannes, all at home.

Dale Burchill farms the home place near Pillsbury. He has four children: Todd of Pillsbury; Lori of Fargo, N.D.; Rocky of Valley City, N.D.;

and Travis Daschendorf, at home. Dale is married to the former Kelcey Flatt.

Russell Burchill is married to the former Becky Flatt. They have two children, Sheila and Russ Wesley, both at home. Russell and Becky live on the old El Graven place and farm together with Dale.

Harry Burchill passed away December 9, 1984 at the ac_ie of 76 years. Since that time, Edna resides on the home farm during the summer. She has been living with her daughters at Fertile, Minn., for the past two winters.

James E. Burchill Sr. - Jane Butterman

James E. and Jane Burchill

James Everett Burchill Sr. was born in Ireland. His wife, Jane Butterman, was also born in Ireland.

After immigrating to the United States, they moved from Sauk Centre, Minn., in a covered wagon pulled by oxen to Grand Prairie Township, N.D., although at the time they arrived the township was not yet named. To this marriage five sons and three daughters were born.

James Sr. died September 10, 1914 in California.

James E. Burchill Jr. - Annie Sowden

James and Annie Burchill

James E. Burchill Jr., son of James Sr. and Jane (Butterman) Burchill, was born October 4, 1871 in St. Paul, Minn. He married Annie May Sowden, born May 21, 1877, on November 22, 1898.

James and Annie homesteaded the S1/2 of Section 8 in Grand Prairie Township. James helped choose the name for the township. He also served on the school and township boards.

To this marriage four sons were born: James George, Robert William, Edgar Jenning and George Everett.

James Burchill - Lillian Northridge

Front: James G. and Lillian BurchillBack:Lorne and Carroll

James George, son of James E. and Annie (Sowden) Burchill, married Lillian Esther Northridge, daughter of Henry and Mary Jane (Burchill) Northridge on August 24, 1922. Lillian was born in Worcester, Mass., and moved to North Dakota at five years of age. James and Lillian
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farmed in Grand Prairie Township and raised Belgian horses.

On October 7, 1924, a son, Lorne James, was born in Grandfather Henry Northridge's home north of the Pillsbury School. Another son, Carroll Henry, was born on the farm in Grand Prairie Township, that he now owns.

James and Lillian moved to Sec. 17 in Ellsbury Township in October of 1932, just south of the elevator in Pillsbury. He farmed and raised shetland ponies for a hobby until 1961.

Lillian was a homemaker, member of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church, Sunday School teacher, and member of the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers. She organized the Pillsbury Bluebird 4-H'Club for girls.

Lillian passed away March 7, 1961 and James on May 2, 1969. They are interred in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

Front:Carol, Kenneth and Geneva BurchillBack: Maynard and Nyle

Kenneth John Burchill was born September 15, 1909, the second son of Sol and Emma (Keister) Burchill, on the family farmstead in Section I of Grand Prairie Township. He attended the rural school in District 88, in the northwest corner of Minnie Lake Township and briefly attended high school in Pillsbury, after which he farmed at home for several years.

Geneva Anna Bruns was born January 5, 1911 to Henry and Anna (Marshall) Bruns at Valley City. She was raised on the family farm in Noltimier Township. Geneva attended the Noltimier Consolidated School, where she graduated in 1928. She then attended Valley City State Teachers College for a short time.

Kenneth Burchill and Geneva Bruns were married on September 27, 1934 at her parents' home, in a double ceremony with Geneva's brother, Henry, and his bride, Katie (Noeske). They farmed for several years in Noltimier

Township before moving to the Wittkop farm in Section 4 of Minnie Lake Township, 31/2 miles south of Pillsbury, in 1941. They later purchased the farm, where they lived the rest of their married life.

Three children were born to this marriage: Nyle, born 1938, who farms in the Pillsbury area; Maynard, born 1941, who also farms and lives on the home place; and Carol (Mrs. Robert Szalay), born 1944, of Corbett, Ore., who is a licensed practical nurse. All three graduated from Pillsbury High School.

Kenneth and Geneva were members of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church in Pillsbury, where Geneva was organist and served as Sunday School Superintendent for an umber of years, and Kenneth served on the church board. Kenneth was a member of the original North Dakota Winter Show Board of Directors in 1937, a position which he held for forty years until his death.

Geneva died August 3, 1972. After this, Kenneth farmed for several more years with his son, Maynard. He retired from active farming in 1975 and lived in Valley City, N.D., for the next two years. He died December 7, 1977. Both are buried in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

Lorne Burchill - Delores Tuenge

Lorne and Delores Burchill

Lorne James was born October 7, 1924 to James G. and Lillian (Northridge) Burchill. He lived for eight years in Grand Prairie Township, moving to Pillsbury with his parents in 1932, to the farm where he still lives. Lorne attended school in Ellsbury District90.

Lorne's Grandfather Northridge gave him the opportunity to start farming a quarter of land north of Pillsbury when Lorne was seventeen years old. He farms and owns that same quarter.

Delores Tuenge, daughter of Ben and Ella Tuenge, was born in Valley City, N.D.,on February 15, 1929. She and Lorne were married on June 19, 1947 and lived on the same farm in Grand Prairie Township where Lorne was raised. They moved to Baldwin Township in 1949. While there, a daughter,

Kenneth Burchill - Geneva Bruns

183.

Mary Lynn, was born October 25, 1951.

They moved back to Pillsbury in October of 1956 living upstairs in the home of James and Lillian. A daughter, Cindy Colette, was born Decernber 28, 1956.

Lorne and Delores still continue to farm. They also drove school bus for several years and in the early years of farming raised milk and stock cows. Lorne hauled bundles at the age of seventeen for his uncle Thomas Kingston's threshing rig.

I n 1975 they built a new house on their farmsite.

Lorne and Delores bowl. Delores also does yardwork and gardening. They have two grandchildren, Andrew James and Maurissa Lynn Myer.

Maynard Burchill - Jeneva Jacobsen

they moved to the Wittkop farm in Minnie Lake Township, south of Pillsbury. Nyle grew up there and attended school at Pillsbury, graduating in 1956. He continued to farm at home with his parents for the next several years.

Arlene Jean Jensen was born February 1, 1940, to Leon and Annie (Nielson) Jensen, at Valley City. Her family lived on the W.J. Smith farm west of Pillsbury until 1946, when they moved to the Algeo farm in Section 7 of Ellsbury Township. Arlene attended the Pillsbury School and graduated there in 1958, after which she attended college at Valley City for a year.

Nyle Burchill and Arlene Jensen were married on September 26, 1959 at the Baldwin Presbyterian Church at Pillsbury. They lived on the home farm until 1965, when they moved to a farm three miles west of Pillsbury in Baldwin Township. In 1969 they bought the Gisi farm in Ellsbury Township, three miles southeast of Pillsbury, where they currently live. Both Nyle and Arlene are members of of the

Craig, Maynard, Cari, Jeneva,Carla and Char Burchill

Maynard Burchill was born in 1941 the son of Kenneth and Geneva Burchill and was raised on their home farm in Minnie Lake Township, three and one-half miles south of Pillsbury. He was educated in the Pillsbury Public School System and graduated from Valley City State College.

He married Jeneva Jacobsen, daughter of Arthur and Lucille Jacobsen of Luverne, N.D., in 1963. Jeneva worked in First National Bank in Valley City before they moved back to the farm where Maynard farmed with his dad. He taught school in Hope for three years before farming full time at home.

They have-four children, three girls and one boy: Carla, a student at the University of North Dakota; Craig and Char, both high school students at Page, N.D.; and Cari, an elementary student at Page.

The Burchills have farmed on the home farm for 22 years raising grain and horses. They hunt, fish, ski, camp and attend church in Pillsbury.

Nyle Burchill - Arlene Jensen

Nyle Kenneth Burchill was born July 18, 1938, the oldest of three children of Kenneth and Geneva (Bruns) Burchill at Valley City. The family lived on a farm in Noltimier Township until 1941, when

Front: Ryan, Tamra, Tricia and ArleneBack: Tom, Terry, Tim, Nancy and Nyle Burchill

Baldwin Presbyterian Church, where Arlene is Sunday School Superintendent- . _ and Nyle serves on the church board. Nyle was a longtime director on the North Dakota Crop Improvement Association and has been active in the Barnes County Farm Bureau. He was chosen Outstanding Young Farmer for Barnes County in 1971. Nyle currently serves on the Page School Board of Education.

The Burchills have five children: Timothy, born 1961; Tamra, born
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Michael and Ryan Burchill (sons of Tim and Nancy)

1963; Thomas, born 1967; Terry, born 1972; and Tricia, born 1975. Bim attended Pillsbury School through the seventh grade and graduated from Page High School in 1978. He married Nancy Lambrecht of Tioga, N.D., at Valley City in 1980. He graduated from Concordia College in 1982 and currently is administrator of Griggs County Hospital and Nursing Home in Cooperstown, N.D. They have two children: Ryan, born 1983, and Michael, born 1984. Tamra graduated from Page High School in 1981 and from Jamestown College with a Bachelor of Science in nursing in 1985. She works in Fargo, N.D. Thomas graduated from Page High School in 1985 and attends North, Dakota State University in Fargo. Terry and Tricia are still at home and attend school at Page.

Perry Burchill - Kathy Gunderson

Perry the eldest son of Carroll and Betty (Nygaard) Burchill of Grand Prairie Township and Kathy, the youngest daughter of Paul and Bertha (Kracht) Gunderson of Pillsbury were married in 1973. They reside in Grand Prairie Township where they are still farming.

Perry graduated in 1971 and Kathy in 1970, both from Pillsbury High School. Kathy went on to graduate from Wahpeton, N.D., as a LPN in 1971.

They have three sons: Casey born 1974, Barry born 1978 and Ryan born 1981.

Ronald Burchill - Evelyn Ostreim

farm except for serving in the CCC from October 1936 through March 1937 at Sequoia National Park in California. He has served on various township and county boards and was a two-time winner of the Barnes County Soil Conservation Award for the years 1950 and 1955.

Evelyn graduated from high school at Wimbledon, N.D., and then attended hairdressing school. She worked as a beautician in Valley City where she met and married Ronald. She was killed in a car accident on January 21, 1962. She and their daughter, Marlene,are buried in the Page Cemetery.

Russell Burchill - Rebecca Flatt

Ronald and Evelyn Burchill

Ronald Thomas Burchill was born September 4, 1913 to Solomon and Emma (Keister) Burchill. He married Evelyn Josephine Ostreim, daughter of Joe and Ellen Ostreim, Wimbledon, N.D., on November 14, 1943, in Valley City, N.D. After their marriage they lived and farmed on the family farm on Sec. 32 of Baldwin Township.

They had four children, Marlene Ann, born and died June 10, 1945; Duane Thomas, Janet Evelyn and Linda Ann.

Ronald attended the Moe School through the eighth grade and attended some high school at Pillsbury. He has lived all his life on the family

Russ, Russell and Becky Burchill, Sheila

Russell Harry Burchill and Rebecca Jo Flatt were united in marriage on July 9, 1971 in Pillsbury, N.D., where they both grew up. They have two children, Sheila and Russ Wesley.

Russ and Becky are members of the Assembly of God Church in Dazey, N.D. They also belong to Gideon's, Child Evangelism and Right to Life.

Becky is co-owner and manager of "Cooper's Tan and Gym Room" in Cooperstown, N.D., where she also. has a _ceramics business_d and. teaches ceramics classes.

Solomon Burchill - Emma Keister

Solomon James Burchill, son of Henry and Mary Anne (Spillane) Burchill, was born October 15, 1875 in County Cork, Ireland. He came to America with his sister, Elizabeth, in 1894. They came to North Dakota where Sol worked for a second cousin, Bill Burchill, for two years before going to Worchester, Mass. Sol worked for a building firm there until 1904. He then returned to North Dakota where he rented land from Bill.

Emma Louise Keister was born March 25, 1881 in Minnesota. She came to North Dakota where she worked for Bill Burchill. She and Sol met here and were married in December of 1907. They had four
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Emma and Solomon Burchill

sons: Harry, Kenneth, Sollie and Ronald.

While renting land from Bill, Sol bought the SEA of Sec. 32, Baldwin Township. He was able to buy the lumber and build a barn and house from a bumper crop of 80 acres of flax in 1910. This house has been occupied by three generations of the Burchlill family: Sol; Ronald, Sol's son; and Duane, Ronald's son. Sol and Emma farmed for 39 years and then moved to Valley City, N.D. in 1943. Emma died June 16, 1952 and Sol died December 3, 1954. They are buried in Page Cemetery.

Todd Burchill - Robbyn Heck

Todd, Robbyn and Ana Burchill

Todd and Robbyn Burchill were married September 1, 1984. They have one child, Ana Alicia, who was born February 22, 1983.

After graduation in 1979 from Osnabrock High School, Robbyn worked for one year at the Nekoma Missile Base and then worked for four years at United Telephone in Langdon, N.D.

Todd graduated from Hope High School in 1981 and has been employed by his father, Dale, driving

semi and working around the farm.

Robbyn's parents, Clarence and Carleen Heck, live in Valley City. She has three brothers and one sister: Todd, Barbra, Jon and Daniel.

Todd's mother, Bonnie, lives and works in Valley City. He has one brother, Rocky, and a sister, Lori.

Violet Morgan Burchill

Violet Morgan was born one mile north of Pillsbury, on January 4, 1921 to Samuel and Elizabeth Morgan.

She attended twelve years of school at Pillsbury, graduating in 1929. On July 9, 1945 she married Everett Burchill. They have resided on their farm northwest of Hope since their marriage.

William and Sarah Burchill

William and Sarah Burchill

William Burchill was born July 2, 1855 in the parish of Desert, County of Cork, Ireland. He was baptized and confirmed in the parish church at Clonakilty, County of Cork, Ireland. He sailed to Australia in 1875 where he became interested in the sugar plantation and gold mines. He spent ten years in Australia, returning to Ireland and to America to join his mother and his brother.

He was united in marriage to Sarah Anna Burchill, January 7, 1893 in Ireland. They had twelve children from this union.

Returning to America, he settled on their homestead in Baldwin Township, twenty miles northeast of Valley City, N.D. He resided there
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until he retired.

William became ill and died August 20,1923. He was survived by his widow, four sons and four daughters. They were: James, William, John, Herman, Mrs. L. Foulks, Mrs. W. Downs, Mrs. Gladys McCutcheon and Mrs. Mervyn Anderson. He was also suvived by one brother, Samuel.

The passing of William removed one of Barnes County's best known and prominent farmers, one

-WI;

who had much to do with the development of the county in his particular locality. William at all times was concerned in farming operations and shared with his families, his world's goods and advantages he acquired by his hard work.

Mrs. Sarah Burchill died at the age of 82 on May 29, 1955. They had twenty grandchildren and thirty great-grandchildren.

Boyd Callahan and Bessie Callahan Elbers

Boyd and Bessie Callahan, brother and sister, were born in Ewing, Neb. When Bessie was four and Boyd was two years old, their mother passed away. The children were raised by aunts. Bessie lived in Coldridge, Neb., until she was ten. She then joined Boyd at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. I. "Ed" Rhoades at Ghent, Minn. They moved to the Hope, N.D., area in 1920. Bessie married John Elbers (now deceased) in California in 1944.

I n 1946 Boyd and Bessie moved to the Pillsbury area. After the deaths of their aunt and uncle, they continued to farm northof Pillsbury until they retired. They moved to Hope, N.D., in October of 1973. Boyd died in October of 1974 and Bessie passed away in November of 1983. Both are interred in the Hope Cemetery.

Boyd and Bessie were members of St. Agatha's Catholic Church of Hope, N.D. Bessie was a member of the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers for thirty years. She was president of the Young at

Heart Senior Citizen's Club, a member of the Steele County Council on the Aging and served on the Hope Cemetery committee.

Bessie Elbers and Boyd Callahan

William Campbell - Mary Cavanaugh

William Campbell, born in Rock Island, Ill., and Mary Cavanaugh, born in Coon Rapids, Iowa, were married in Coon Rapids and while still there had four children.

The family moved to North Dakota and and

lived on a farm near Page, N.D. They moved to Pillsbury between 1912 and 1915. William, in partnership with Jim Murphy of Page, opened a hardware store. He also operated a bulk oil station. In 1926, William and Pete Campbell decided to close the hardware store to farm. They moved to the J i m Murphy farm southeast of Pillsbury and farmed 21/2 sections. In 1932 they moved to a smaller farm west of Hope, N.D., for three years, returning to a farm southwest of Pillsbury. Mary Campbell died in 1954, William in 1955.

William and Mary had eight children. All attended Pillsbury School, except Alice, who attended school at Sacred Heart Academy in Fargo, N.D. She married Alex Rutherford and they live on a farm Near Page, N.D.

Mary "Mae" attended Pillsbury School. She graduated from St. John's Academy in Jamestown, N.D., and also was a student at Mayville College. She married Milford "Ole" Keyes of Page, N.D. After his death, she lived in Fargo, N.D.

Louise, Mrs. Ed Harris, was in the first

Mary (Mrs. William) Campbell
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Front: Irvin Campbell, Mrs. Mary Campbell,William Campbell, Grace Edstrom, Charlotte CampbellBack: Louise Harris, Mae Keyes, Frank Campbell,Kathryn Campbell, Alice Rutherford

graduating class of Pillsbury. She taught in country schools at Gladstone and New Leipzig, N.D. In 1941, she moved to Portland, Ore. She died in 1984.

Charlotte and Kathryn graduated from Business College at NDSSS in Wahpeton, N.D. Charlotte died in 1968. Kathryn lives in Fargo, N.D.

Frank joined the Army and fought in the Battle of the Argonne. He opened a garage repair shop with his uncle, Frank, in Pillsbury. He died in 1946.

Irvin "Pete" Campbell played basketball at school. After school he was the janitor. He played drums iri the Pillsbury band. He died in 1957.

Pictured in

left photo: Grace and Oscar Edstrom

Harvey Carico - Linda Gunderson

Harvey Carico, only son of Henry and Genevieve Carico of Pillsbury, attended Pillsbury Public School, graduating in 1966. Harvey attended Valley City State College in Valley City, N.D. He graduated from there in 1970. He married Linda Gunderson in 1969. She is the third child of Paul and Bertha Gunderson, also of Pillsbury. Linda graduated from Pillsbury in 1967, then attended Town and Country Beauty College in Jamestown, N. D.

They have two sons, Travis, born November 26, 1972 and Aaron, born July 31, 1974.

Harvey is now employed at the Sheyenne Care Center as a maintainence worker. Linda runs the beauty shop at the Center. They make their home in Valley City.

Front: Travis and AaronBack: Harvey and Linda Carico
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Henry Carico - Genevieve Thumm

Henry and Genevieve Carico

Henry Carico, son of Jefferson and Alice (Gage) Carico was born March 2, 1909. He worked for the Great Northern Railroad for 45 years, retiring in 1974. He married Genevieve "Babe" Thumm, daughter of Ferdinand and Minnie (Fey) Thumm, on September 3, 1931. Babe was born on May 6, 1915. She was a substitute at the Post Office for ten years, was city assessor and a church elder also.

Hank and Babe had five children, all of whom attended school in Pillsbury. All are presently living in Valley City, N.D.

Front: Evelyn, Babe, Etta and Mrs. EngenessBack: Janet, Jennifer, Harvey

Janet, born April 9, 1932 is married to Marvin Alberts. They have two children, Jeff and Stacey.

Evelyn, born December 6, 1941, married Gary Sorensen of Valley City. They have three children: Douglas, Wendy and Terry.

Henrietta, born September 2, 1944, married Gordon Pritchett. They have two children: Monte and Angela.

Harvey Dale, born June 1, 1948, married Linda Gunderson. They have two sons: Travis and Aaron.

Jennifer Rose, born October 9, 1956, married Kerry Johnson of Valley City. They have one son, Jeremiah.

Jefferson Carico - Alice Gaye

Alice and Jefferson Caricoon their wedding day.

Jefferson Carico, born October 14, 1874, came from the state of Virginia to North Dakota. Alice Gaye, born November 25, 1883 in Minnesota, married Jefferson.

While living in Pillsbury, Jefferson had a livery barn and later sold it to Mr. Spinks. After that he worked for Great Northern Railroad. They had seven children: Arthur (Jan. 13, 1907) married Margaret Linerud; Henry (March 2, 1909 - December 7, 1976) married Genevieve Thumm; Cloyce (March 4, 1910) married Esther Wittkop; Virgil (May 9, 1922) married Betty Berntson; Eva (May 4, 1914) married Arnold Carlson; Ruth (August 6, 1918 - December 1932); and William (September 8, 1925 October 26, 1941).

John H. Carmichael - Bertha Brudevold

John Harrower Carmichael was born in Celross, Scotland, on April 24, 1867. He emigrated to Philadelphia in the spring of 1887 and came to Fargo, N.D., by rail. He worked on farms at Casselton and Wheatland, N.D., until the spring of 1890 when he came to Hope, N.D., which was the end of the railroad at that time.

He had four horses, a wagon, a walking plow and no money. He rented a small farm from the bank in Hope. It was the west half of Section 4, Township 143 W, 56 N. There was a claim shanty, barn and a well on the property and half of the ground was supposed to have been "broken,"
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however only 80 acres was actually turned. The bank "staked" him to the machinery, seed and feed for that year.

He married Bertha Brudevold in the spring of 1904. Their first child, Florence, was born in 1905 and died in 1908. Robert was born in October of 1907 and presently lives in California. George was born on August 16, 1909 and drowned in 1927. Wallace was born August 29, 1911 and died November of 1978. Evelyn was born in 1913 and died in 1962. Thelma was born June 27, 1917 and lives in Hope, N. D.

Mr. Carmichael died January 28, 1941 and Mrs. Carmichael died in August of 1944.

Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Carmichael and family

George W. Cole

George W. Cole was born November 19, 1853 in New York state. As he attained manhood, he moved to Michigan to care for an aged aunt and uncle. Here he heard stories of the frontier in Dakota, so, with a few friends, he came to Tower City about 1881.

He homesteaded in Section 14, Ellsbury Township, hauling lumber 22 miles to build his buildings. In 1882 the railroad was extended to Hope, and Colgate became the nearest village and

post office. A carpenter, he helped L.B. Hanna (later Governor Hanna) build the first building in Hope.

George Cole served as clerk of the school board and as a road supervisor. He was a teacher in the Ellsbury School. Some of his grandchildren, George and Robert Dorothy and Lorraine Williams, grew up on the homestead and continue to live in this area.

.[\
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Roger Dahl - Laurel Baker

Laurel graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1962. She attended Valley City State College until 1964.

Her first job of teaching was at Hazelton, N.D., and that's where she met Roger Dahl, who later became her husband. They have resided there on a farm since. They have three children: Kelly,

_Kristy..and Lynelle. In 1980, Laurel returned to _ . college' at Mary College in Bismarck and completed her education. She is presently, teaching in Braddock, N.D.

Deering Family History

Edward and Holdena Deering, their two sons, Walter and Arthur, and Walter's wife, Mathilda, and their 3-year-old son, Elmer, arrived from Wisconsin in 1920 and settled on the Herman Burchill farm southwest of Pillsbury, where Hilda and Lydia were born.

In 1922 Holdena died and was buried in the Minnie Lake Cemetery. In 1925 the family moved to the farm that was then known as the Nels Olson place, five miles south of Pillsbury, where Ernest was born.

Arthur Deering married Christine Bergstrom in 1928. Their daughter, Dorothy, was born at the Nels Olson place.

Elmer Deering graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1935.

In 1937 the families moved to Mt. Vernon, Wash. In 1940, the Walter Deering family moved to Seattle, where four children still reside.

The Marvin Diemert Family

Jeanne Johnston, Hope, N.D., married Wesley Flatt in 1946. They farmed in the Pillsbury area until Wesley's death in 1963. There were five children born to this union.

In 1984, Jeanne married Marvin Diemert, formally of the Sanborn-Eckelson area. Marvin was an electrician in Illinois until his retirement. They have a combined family of eight children and twelve grandchildren: Linda Diemert (Mrs. Dennis Miraldi) of Washington, Ill.; Debby Flatt (Mrs. Leonard) Peter of Valley City, N.D.; Patrick Diemert of Denver Colo.; Becky Flatt (Mrs. Russell Burchill), Kelcey Flatt (Mrs. Dale Burchill), Carey Flatt, all of Pillsbury; Allison Diemert of West Fargo, N.D.; and Jody Flatt (Mrs.
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Carol Ellen, who is now Mrs. Rudy Kurtz. They have three children, Ryan, Jason and Sarah Ellen and live in Carlisle, Pa.

In 1951, George was called back to the Navy to serve in the Korean Conflict, serving in Guam until 1953. In 1953 he was divorced.

George is now in his 16th year as clerk in the Hope, N.D., Post Office, having started in 1970.

Besides George, his brothers and sister are: Lorraine Williams of Hope, N.D.; Wesley of Trellahome, Tenn.; and Robert of Fargo, N.D.

Walter Downs - Cecelia Burchill

Jeanne and Marvin Diemert

Rick Rahlf) of Valley City.

Marvin and Jeanne have retired to rural Pillsbury, where Marvin is engaged in part-time farming and Jeanne is co-owner of the J.K. Unlimited Ceramic Shop.

George Wilmer Dorothy

Lorraine, George Dorothy, Robert, Wilmer, Olive and Robert Williams (Lorraine's son)

George Dorothy was born November 4, 1920 at Fargo, N.D., to Wilmer and Olive Frances(Cole) Dorothy, the oldest of four children. George's maternal grandparents were George Wesley Cole and Julia Harmony Cushman Webster Cole. His paternal grandparents were Horace Aldrich Dorothy and Frances Alice McCollum Dorothy. Grandfather George W. Cole homesteaded onequarter section of land two and one-half miles east of Pillsbury in 1881. This land is still in the family.

George finished high school at Pillsbury in 1939 and started college at Mayville State Teachers College. I n December of 1941 he went to Denver, Colo., to work in Remington Arms War Plant. In September 1942 he joined the Navy and served three years, eight months in WW II, being discharged in December 1945. He married a Philadelphia girl on December 29, 1945, Magdalene Florence Martin Dorothy. They had a daughter,

Walter and Cecelia Downs

Walter R. Downs was born May 5, 1891 in Marshall, Ill., the son of Emma and Robert Downs. He came with his parents as a young boy to Michigan, N.D., moved to Montana for a short time, then came to Barnes County where he farmed in Baldwin Township for over forty years. He married Cecelia Burchill on December 6, 1922 in Valley City, N.D. They had two sons, Robert of Valley City, N.D., and Walter "Buster" from Hope,N.D. Walter and Cis attended church in Pillsbury and helped with community projects as well.

Cecelia, daughter of William and Sarah Burchill,.was born April 18, 1900. She and Walt farmed in Baldwin Township until they retired. Cecelia lived in Valley City for several years until her death in November of 1982. Walter died October 21; 1963 at the age of 72.

Walter Downs Jr. - Gwendolyn Anderson

Walter "Buster" Downs and Gwendolyn Anderson were married August 27, 1950 at the Pillsbury Presbyterian Church. They moved to Hope from Valley City in 1954 and still continue to

reside in Hope.

Walter worked as a salesman for Fuller Land Company for nine years until he bought his trucking business, farmed his parents' farm for years and now continues his trucking business.

The Downs have two children and two grandchildren. Duane and his wife, Sherry, and Aaron
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and Andrea live in Portland, Ore. Duane is vice president of sales for P.S.T.A. Trucking Company in Portland, Ore.

Kathie is living in Minneapolis, Minn., where she is a stockbroker for Investment Rarieties Inc., a brokerage firm which specializes in precious metals, stocks and bonds.

Both Kathie and Duane graduated from Hope High School and from NDSU of Fargo.

Walter and Gwen are members of the Hope United Church. They both are serving and have served on many committees and boards.

Walter and Gwen Downs

Walter belongs to the American Legion and has served several years as a member of the city council. Gwen belongs to the American Legion Auxiliary and is the present treasurer.

Gwen is the daughter of Ernest and Ruby Anderson of Pillsbury. She is a graduate of Pillsbury High School and Interstate Business College.

Walter is the son of Walter and Cecilia Downs of Luverne, N.D. He attended Baldwin School and farmed his folks' farm. Both Cecelia and Walter are deceased.

Alfred J. Drayton - Hattie Rowe

In the spring of 1916, Alfred "A.J." James Drayton and Hattie Rowe Drayton bought a farm near Pillsbury and moved out by train from Fargo. They were accompanied by their children: Edna, Ramon "Ray," William "Bill," Donald, Pauline "Polly," Hazel and Arleigh "Art." There were also three other girls who had married and were in their own homes: Inez (Mrs. Walter) Evan of Moorhead, Minn.; Vera (Mrs. Charles) Morrow of Bisby, N.D.; and Helen (Mrs. Charlie) Roberts of Fargo, N. D.

They farmed two and one-half miles west and a little south of Pillsbury. A.J. was instrumental in organizing the Pillsbury Band that played at many functions around the area and recieved many awards.

Carey Dreher - Beth Byberg

Beth, Ashley, Carey Dreher

Beth Byberg, daughter of Jake and Marion Byberg (both deceased) lived in Grand Prairie Township. She attended Pillsbury from grades 2 through 12. She was a member of the 1974 graduating class.

Beth married Carey Dreher. He has a double master's degree as a County and Regional Planner and Reclamation Biologist. They have a daughter, Ashley, born April 4, 1985.

Beth is employed at Prairie Public Broadcasting in Fargo.

Pete Elston

ire

Orville "Pete" Elston

Pete was born November 2, 1934 to Isaac and Fern (Umsted) Elston at Mayville, N.D. He attended school in Hope, N.D., and graduated in the class of 1952.

Pete joined the Army in 1954 and was discharged in 1956. In 1975 he went to work for Koch Asphalt at Pillsbury, N.D., and in 1983 he moved to Pillsbury. He purchased the Harold Bellon home in 1984.
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Ernest Erickson - Joanne Baker

Joanne Baker was born August 2, 1932 to Floyd and Alene Baker, in her Grandma Borstad's home in Pillsbury. Dr. James arrived late, but Grandma with her skillful way, had taken care of everything. She is the oldest of seven children. She attended grade school and graduated from Pillsbury High School. She worked on farms and in cafes during the summer months. After graduating from high school, she went to Fargo and was receptionist for Dr. Ford, a dentist.

Joanne met Ernest "Ole" Erickson of Page, N.D., at a dance at Hillcrest. Hillcrest was a barn in the Tower City area where barn dances were held. They were married on November 5, 1950 in the Pillsbury Church and have always lived at Page, N.D. They have eight children and seventeen grandchildren. They are all members of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Page, N.D., and are involved in church and community affairs. Besides being a wife, mother and grandmother, Joanne is secretary for E.E.E. Inc., a construction business which Ole and their sons own.

Ralph Everson - Paulette Gunderson

Paulette Gunderson, daughter of Paul and  Paulette married Ralph Everson, son of Edwin Bertha Gunderson graduated from Pillsbury in and Sylvia Everson of Walum, N.D.

1965. After graduation she went for two years of  Ralph is District Representative in Valley City Lab Tech training in Minneapolis. She worked at for MDU. They have three sons: Chad, Rocky and

the Valley City Clinic following her training.  Brent.

Mv

Front: Ole, Judy, Karen, Vicky and Joanne EricksonBack: Butch, Gary, Joel, David, Hans

James Ferguson Family

Jim worked for a bank for one and one-half years, then went to work for North American Aviation which later became Rockwell International. He is still with Rockwell as manager of a group of programmers.

He and Penny have two children: Jim Jr., a salesman for a bearing company; and Timothy, a senior at California State University of Fullerton, majoring' in finance and hoping to become a stockbroker.

Jim notes in his letter, "I haven't been back to Pillsbury for a number of years, but will always have fond memories of the time I spent there as it was a wonderful place to grow up."

Carey B. Flatt - Rochelle L. Richards

Carey Ben Flatt, the son of Jeanne Diemert and the late Wesley Flatt, was born on December 31, 1954. He grew up near Pillsbury and attended grade school and high school there. He played basketball in which he received many honors and

Jim Ferguson and his wife, Penny Anderson  awards before graduating in 1974 as a member of

Ferguson, reside in Yorba Linda, Calif. He moved  Pillsbury's last graduating class.

to California after graduating from NDSU in 1960.  For two years, Carey attended Devils Lake

Jim and Penny Ferguson, Ed Anderson(Penny's father), Jim Jr. and Tim
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Carey Flatt, Kristin, Barrett, Rochelle, Tonya, Melissa

Junior College and graduated in May 1976 with a degree in auto mechanics.

On September 18, 1976, Carey married Rochelle Louise Richards at the Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hope, N.D. She was born April 7, 1958 to Loren and Marian Richards (formerly of Hope, N.D.) of Mesa, Ariz.

Rochelle graduated from Hope High School in May 1976. She attended Town and Country Beauty College in Jamestown untill she recieved her hairdresser's license in September 1977.

Carey and Rochelle first lived in the former C. Carico trailer home in Pillsbury until the fall of 1979 when they had the E. Graven house moved

from a farm onto their same location. On February 19, 1977 they became parents of a baby girl, Tonya Louise. She was followed by two sisters and a brother: Melissa Lee born February 5, 1979; Kristin Lynn born March 24, 1982; and Barrett Wesley born February 7, 1984. The school-age children attend grade school at Hope, N.D.

Carey worked for his brothers-in-law, Dale and Russ Burchill, on their farms before taking over the land his dad had farmed, in 1979. He also had several part-time winter jobs including driving semi-truck for Dale Burchill, doing work for Wick Construction, hauling gravel for the county and others. He started driving semi for Matador Service in June 1983. He quit farming in the fall and has continued driving for the Koch Asphalt Company each spring and summer.

Rochelle was employed part time from 1977 to 1984 at three different beauty shops located in Valley City, Hope and one near Pillsbury (which is owned by her sister-in-law, Kelcey Burchill). She has also worked at the Standard Station and Gun Shop in Hope. She has been a Sunday School teacher at the Baldwin Presbyterian Church and secretary of the Country Casual Homemakers of which she is presently a member.

Carey and Rochell became owners of the grocery store, formerly called Keyes Store, in August of 1985. They named it CR Store and have done some remodeling, which includes bathrooms and a kitchen for serving lunches. Rochelle manages it while Carey is home with the preschool children during winter months or driving semi throughout the summer months.

Marvin Flatt - Luvia McKay

Glenn, Eulyn, Marion, Merle, Luvia, Ruby and Marvin Flatt

Marvin Flatt was born at Grandin, N.D., on June 22, 1900. In 1918 he came to Pillsbury and worked i n the Keyes Store.

He married Luvia McKay on October 10, 1923. They lived in the Benson Apartments in Pillsbury, as Marvin was working for Millers grain elevator. In the spring of 1925, Alfred Algeo had to quit farming because of ill health and offered the Flatts a chance to go farming. They farmed five years on

the Algeo farm where Steve Nielson now lives. They moved to the Shippy farm west of Hope where they farmed until Marvin passed away of a heart attack on August 29, 1935. The family moved down to the McKay farm in Baldwin where they continued to farm.

Marvin and Luvia had four sons. Wesley who married Jeanne Johnston of Hope. They had five children: Debby, Becky, Kelcey, Carey and Jody.
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Wesley is deceased.

Merle married Marion Smith of Pillsbury and they have two sons, Mike and Maynard. They all farm west of Pillsbury.

Glenn, who spent 23 years in the service, is married to Eulyn Fiest and they live on Upper Cormorant Lake, Lake Park, Minn. He works at Pleasure Products in Moorhead, Minn.

Marvin, who married Ruby Tenneyson of Quinn, S.D., worked for the Federal Government for 26 years and now lives at Chandler, Ariz. He has four sons: Jamie, Ron and Brad, who all live in Denver; and Robert, who is at home.

Luvia is retired and I ives in Hope.

Merle and Marion Flatt, Sheila and Maynard Flatt, Mike

Merle Flatt was born May 22, 1927 to Marvin and Luvia Flatt at Hope, N.D. The other members of the family are Wesley (deceased), Glenn of Lake Park, Minn., and Marvin of Chandler, Ariz.

Marion was born -August 2,.1931 to Lester-andVelma Smith at Pillsbury, N.D. The other members of her family are Lloyd, Walum, -N.D.; and . Katherine of Kennewick, Wash.

Merle and Marion were married August 25, 1951 at Pillsbury Presbyterian Church. They have two sons, Michael and Maynard. Maynard was married December 6, 1985 to Sheila Pederson.

Merle and Marion purchased the farm in Baldwin Township where they presently live, from Roy and Leland Smith whose family had homesteaded it. They are members of Pillsbury Presbyterian Church, Eagles and Merle belongs to the Hope American Legion.

Gerald Flickinger - Bernice Graven

Gerald and Bernice Flickinger

Bernice Graven, daughter of Ella and Ell Graven, was born June 24, 1919 at the farm near Pillsbury. She has a sister Lucille and a brother, Herman.

After graduating from the Ellsbury School in 1940, she attended the Valley City State Teachers College. Bernice taught school for three years before marrying- Gerald Flickinger . of rural Colgate, on December 21, 1942. Two of her teaching years were in Pillsbury, one after they were married.

They built a home across the road from Gerald's folks near Colgate and farmed therefor 42 years. Bernice did substitute teaching in Colgate and Page and then started the Remedial Reading Program in Page and taught there for fourteen years.

Gerald and Bernice had four children. Jerry married Carol Hansen from Shelly, Minn., after attending NDSU in Fargo. They have three children: Sherry, Scott and Suzy. They built a home also on the Flickinger farmstead near Colgate, which has been in the family for several generations. Jerry-also- owns and farms the two quarters of his grandparents, the Eli Gravens. Judy married James Sahr from, Page, N.D., andd they live in Idaho Falls, Idaho. Jim is an office manager for the electronic plant there. They have two children, Brenda and Brian. John married Linda Moser from Tower City, N.D., and lived in Fort Collins, Colo. John was killed in a car accident there in 1974. They had two children, John Jr. and Machelle. Jani is married to Jeff Clark and they run a 7-11 Store in Sacramento, Calif.

Bernice and Gerald farmed until 1974 when Gerald became ill and Jerry took over the farm. Gerald passed away at the age of 60 on January 24, 1979. Bernice makes her home on the farm yet, but travels and works in the mission fields at home and abroad. She shows slides of these areas.

195.

John Jr., John Flickinger, Linda, Michelle

Front: Carol, Suzy, SherryScott, Jerry Flickinger

Charles Gage - Ida Town

Charles A. Gage (1859-1947) came to Barnes

County in. '1880 from Wabasha County in southeastern Minnesota where he was born and raised. He Ms the son of John and Eleanor Gage, early homesteaders there in 1855.

Charles, finding no more land available for claims in Minnie Lake Township, became the first man to file claim for land in Ellsbury Township. His claim contained the E'/2 of Section 34.

Ida Town whose parents, Gurdnnand Saffronia Town had established a homestead in 1879 on SWI/4 of Section 26 in Minnie Lake Township, became the bride of Charles on October 17, 1881. They then established their homestead on the NEI/4. In 1887 they gave up the NE/4 and movedthe homestead to the SE1/4. The same house remains there to this day.

To them were born five children. Frankie, 1882-
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Front: Charles and Ida Gage

1889; Wells H., 1884-1974; Florence, 1886-1889; John T., 1890-1954; and Susan, 1892, who at this writing resides in Whittier, Calif.

During the years of his farming activities, Mr. Gage acquired additional parcels of land in Ellsbury and Minnie Lake townships. After the harvest of 1904 he sold the homestead quarter to Martin Pedersen, retiring from farming to live in Page.

In 1931 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. In 1941 they reached their 60th year before Ida's death that year. Charles then spent his remaining years with his daughter, Sue, in Fargo, passing away in April 1947. Both are buried in the Page Cemetery.

The oldest son, Wells, was a life-long farmer in this same community, likewise several grandsons and great-grandson continue the Gage tradition of agriculture in this Barnes County area.

Edward Gage - Katherine Pahl

Ed and Kay Gage

Edward Franklin Gage was born August 30, 1917 the third child of Wells Herbert Gage Sr. (18841974) and Minnie Peter Gage (1890-1983) on the Gage farmstead, Section 31 N W1,14 143 - 55 Rochester Township, Cass County. His education included the years (1923-1931) at the Walden School, Walden, N.D., located on the "Fargo Surrey Cut-Off" section 30 NEB/4 143 - 55. The resituated Walden School in 1920, formerly the McClelland School, was instructed 20 years previously by Ed's father. Ed has ten brothers and sisters.

Edward started farming in 1935 on the Burson place, Section 14 NE'/4 142-56 in partnership with his brother, Charles. This farmstead is one of the early homesteads which has been in continuous occupation since 1880.

Presently Ed and his three brothers Charles, Paul and Fred (now deceased) farm in Minnie Lake Township. They represent the remaining resident relation of the Gurden town family in

Minnie Lake Township, which once numbered forty-five residents.

On June 25, 1942 Ed married Katherine Pahl. She was born July 25, 1918 to Jacob and Odelia (Kemph) Pahl at Forbes, N.D. Her brothers are Wilhelm and Reinhold of Timber Lake, S.D. Spending her childhood near Forbes, N.D. and Frederick, S.D., Kay moved to the "West River Country" on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in 1930, near Timber Lake, S.D.

Kay's formal education was accomplished at the chapel school, McLaughlin District; the rural Bader School, Corson County, McIntosh District; and the McIntosh High School.

She was-well -acquainted with the life of cattle and sheep ranching. She also helped in homes when a baby was born, or other sickness, housecleaning, worked in cafes, hotels and bakeries.

Their children are Jay Lee Gage, born 1946, a visual artist and B.A. and B.S. in art education, Long Lake, Minn., employed at Control Data.

Edna Fay Gage (Mrs. Dennis Jensen) of Moorhead, Minn., B.S. and B.A. in Music.

Erna Kay Gage (Mrs. Allan Johnson) of Plymouth, Minn., twin sister of Edna born in 1949, B.A. in Music.

Ruth Ann Gage (Mrs. Dwight Boom) of Marion, N.D., born 1954, a registered nurse.

Ed farms in Barnes and Cass counties in crop specialities of wheat, barley and sunflowers. Ed is involved in community church activities and missions. He enjoys crafting with wood and metal. He served on the "Little" Minnie Lake #89 School Board, 1951-1957. He farmed 51 years.

Kay is active in the Minnie Lake Lutheran Church Women Organization and has served three terms as secretary and is now active with Presbyterian Church at Pillsbury, N.D. She is especially known for her knowledge of folk foodways, in German tradition, whole grain breads, cheese pastries, gardening, canning, sewing, crocheting and plants. She also continues family traditions in textile arts, vocal and instrumental music, as well as other crafts.

Wells H. Gage Sr.

Wells H. Gage Sr., 1884-1974, was the oldest son of Charles and Ida (Town) Gage. He was born on the homestead farm of his parents in Ellsbury Township and he attended school in the Ellsbury and Minnie Lake rural schools. In 1904 he completed his teacher's certification at the Valley City Normal School. In 1905 he taught at the Algeo School in the northwest part of Ellsbury Township. The following year he taught at the McClelland School 101 (later known as the Walder School) in Cass County.

I n 1908 he graduated from Pharmacy School in Des Moines, Iowa, after which he was employed in the drug store in Oriska.

Not liking pharmacy he turned his interest toward farming. He became employed year-round at the Andrew Brudevold farm, Section 35 Ellsbury
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Front: Minnie, Clarke, Fred, June, Fern, Wells GageBack: Esther, Charles, Edward, Wells Jr., Paul and Louise

Township. During these years he purchased NE1/4 36 in Ellsbury Township and a matching quarter of land adjoining it in Cass County. He then rented the land to Mr. Brudevold with whom he was employed.

In the spring of 1912 he then started his own farming operation. In the same year on November' 6, he was united in marriage to Minnie Peter who was also employed at the Brudevold farm. Andrew and Mae Brudevold hosted the wedding in their farm home after which Wells and Minnie moved about a mile to the east to their new home where they I ived the next 36 years.

Minnie, 1890-1983, was born at Stillwater, Minn., to German immigrant parents, Albert and Louise Peter. She went to school and grew up on a farm in rural Little Falls, Minn. In 1908 she came to

work on a farm about eight miles north of Oriska, N.D. Eventually she became employed at the Andrew Brudevold farm.

Wells and Minnie enlarged their farm to meet the needs of their large family of eleven children. Born to them were: Louise, 1914; Charles 11, 1915; Edward, 1917; Ruth 1918-1920; Esther, 1920-1981; Wells Jr., 1921; Fern, 1923; Paul, 1925; Fred, 19271982; June, 1931; and Clarke, 1934.

Wells and Minnie retired from the farm in 1948 making their home in Valley City, N.D. They celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 1962. They reached their6lst anniversary in 1973.

Wells passed away in January of 1974. Minnie then resided at the Sheyenne Manor, until her death in March 1983. Both are buried in the Page Cemetery.

Jerome Garrahy - Teresa Hannig

Jerome Patrick Garrahy, son of Patrick and  of Science in 1976.

Lucille Garrahy, was born July 28, 1956 in Fargo, - He went-to work at-Barnes County Implement N.D. In 1960 he moved with his family to the Oriska the summer of 1976. He worked there until

Pillsbury area. He graduated from Pillsbury High - February of- 1982. He -then went- into full-timeSchool in 1974 and from North Dakota State School

farming in the spring of 1982.

He married Teresa Hannig, who graduated from Valley City High School and Valley City State College.

They have four children: Joshua born January 29, 1975; Patricia born October 23, 1977; Christopher born March 21, 1983; and Jonathan born November 24, 1984.

Front: Christopher, Jonathan Back: Tricia, Jerome and Teresa Garrahy, Joshua
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Patrick Garrahy - Lucille Asbe

Mike Garrahy

Patrick M. Garrahy was born August 19, 1918 in Fairfax, Minn. On October 4, 1952 he married Lucille Asbe at Donnybrook, N. D. LuciIle was born August 21, 1925 at Carpio, N.D. She had been a postal clerk in Carpio before marrying Pat.

Pat worked as a lineman for Sarkness and Hallad Construction before moving on his

cousin William Maxwell's farm north of Oriska in

Minnie Lake Township in the spring of 1960.

I n the spring of 1966 they purchased their farm.

They continued to farm until Pat's death on March

28, 1980.

They had three children. Michael, born February 28, 1955 and graduated from Pillsbury in 1973. He lives in Fargo, N.D., where he is employed. Jerome, was born July 18, 1956 and graduated from Pillsbury in 1974. He is currently engaged in farming and lives on the home farm with his wife Teresa. They have four children: Joshua, Patricia, Christopher and Jonathan. Joan was born July 11, 1958 and graduated from Oriska in 1976. Joan and her - husband, Brad Rindahl, live in Fargo where she is a registered nurse at St. Luke's Hospital. They have four children: Amber, Bryce, Kyle and Steffan.

Louis A. Gately

Louis A. Gately was raised on a farm near Colgate, N.D., and attended school there until ten years of age when he moved with his parents to the Tower City, N.D., area. He graduated from grade school and entered high school at Buffalo, N.D.

Louis entered the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1933 and served 41/2 years, after which he entered the Army at Fort DeMoines, Iowa, in 1941. After

one year in the service he was replaced in Reserves, then reentered the Army at the start of WW II, serving another three years. He served as an inspector of combat material, was mail clerk for two battalions besides serving in field artillery and on a special unit or ordinance where he was trained for aerial gunnery. He also attended General Electrical School at Baltimore, Md., Proving Ground serving as a weapons mechanic

After discharge from the service in 1945 he attended a general electric school for 11/2 years. He did various electrical work and also was building contractor for the years remaining. He farmed until retiring into Pillsbury, N.D., due to physical ailments, where he now resides with one brother, Eddie.

Patrick Gately - Elizabeth Graham

I n 1885 Patrick Gately married Elizabeth Graham at Winnebago, Minn. To this union were born one daugher, Mary, on November 25, 1897; and six sons, Albert on September 16, 1898; Leo on October 15, 1900; .John on December 28, 1902; Edward on May 11, 1905; Dan on January 15, 1907 (all born in Minnesota); and Louis on May 4, 1910 at

Louis A. Gately in the ordinance.

Joan Garrahy

Ed Gately

Dan Gately
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The family farmed east of Colgate until 1920 when they left to farm for Governor Bill Langer's father, nine miles northwest of Buffalo, N.D. They were there until 1930.

Mr. Gately died July 25, 1927. Mrs. Gately and family then moved west of Hope, N.D., for a time and also west of Page before they moved to the Colgate area the fall of 1932 on the SW1/4 of Section 34. They lived there until 1941 when Mrs. Gately went to Minnesota to live with her daughter. Mrs. Gately died October 9, 1943.

Sons Albert and Dan worked in the defense plant at Hanford, Wash., during WW 11. Albert also served in the Army for a short time. Edward worked for the Douglas Aircraft in California during and after the war. He lived in Minnesota for a short time before coming to the Pillsbury area and working for some area farmers. Dan married Pearl Sather of Oriska, N.D., in 1941. They had two children. Dan died April 24, 1964. Mary died on October 9, 1957; Albert on October 22, 1970; and Leo on June 14, 1982.

John lives in the Sheyenne Manor in Valley City, N.D. Louis and Ed now live in the town of Pillsbury.

Lyle Germundson - Irene Hanson

employed in the oilfield business for 33 years.

The Germundsons have three sons. Joel is in Enid, Okla., where he is employed with Mid Continent. Gary is a Special Ed teacher at Enid High School, Enid, Okla. He is married to Cindy Canaday and they have a daughter and son. Wallace is at Williston, N.D., and is employed by Wisco Casing Services. All three sons attended and graduated from Sidney High School, Sidney, Mont. All were active in swimming, football and wrest I in g.

Harvey Gierke

The Harvey Gierke family moved to North Dakota in the spring of 1949. Harvey worked for Cliff Perkins and lived on the Murphy place. The children went to school at Pillsbury and later at Baldwin.

Harvey also worked for Frank McKay for a year and one-half. In 1953 he moved to Valley City, N.D., later moving to Oriska, N.D., where he now lives.

He worked on construction for 25 years with Wick Construction and Edlund Construction.

Harvey is now retired, raises a garden and does odd jobs. He lives by himself. His children have all moved away except for Harry.

Dennis Gisi Family

Dennis D. Gisi lived on a farm a mile south of the Clark Lemley farm. He attended Pillsbury School for nine years, leaving in 1969.

His parents are Michael and Carolyn Gisi, former farmers, now retired in Yakima, Wash. His sister, Pamela, is a RN in Seattle, Wash.

Dennis is presently manager of the Walla Walla, Wash., Branch of Household Finance. He married his wife, Christine, in 1975. They have three children, Michelle, Douglas and Kathryn.

Elias "Ell Graven Ella Smith

Front: Lyle and Irene GermundsonBack: Wallace, Gary and Joel

Irene Hanson was born and raised on the Mike Lee farm. She attended all twelve years at Pillsbury. After graduation from high school, she attended Interstate Business College at Fargo, N.D. She worked one summer at Rockford, III. She married Lyle Germundson on November 20, 1955 at Hope, N.D. Lyle is from the Hope, N.D., area. Since their marriage they have lived in western North Dakota and eastern Montana where Lyle has been

Ell Graven

Ella Graven
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Kenneth Grudniewski - Janell Leadbetter

Arne, Lucille, Gerald, Bernice, Herman, Katie

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Graven farmed near Pillsbury for 46 years. Ell Graven came to this country from Norway with his sister and brother. He lived in Sioux City, Iowa, several years before coming to North Dakota. He was working with a well digging crew near Pillsbury when he met Ella Smith. They were married June 27, 1916.

Ella was born and lived in Austin, Minn., before coming to a farm near Pillsbury with her parents, Helen and Homer Smith. After their marriage, they lived with the Homer Smiths and farmed before building a farm of their own near Pillsbury.

Their family consisted of three children: Herman, Bernice and Lucille. Herman joined the Navy after his high school graduation and has

made a career of it. He and his wife, Katie, have retired and live in Long Beach, Calif. Herman has one son, Ralph. Bernice married Gerald Flickinger and lives near Colgate, N.D. Lucille married Arne Hendrickson and lives in Jamestown, N.D.

Ell Graven passed away November 23, 1962. During their years of farming, Ella became postmistress in the Pillsbury Post Office, a position she held for 24 years, retiring in 1968. After he retirement she spent the winters in Dunnellon, Fla., with the Wilson Flickingers from Colgate. It was here she met Harry Gibbs and they were married May 5, .1971 in Moorhead, Minn. They spent time on the farm, traveled and spent the winters in Florida. Harry passed away there in December 1976. Ella spent most of her remaining years on the farm and passed away May 5, 1979 at the age of 80.

Calvin Greatsinger - Edith Kingston

Edith, daughter of Thomas and Jenny Kingston, lived in Pillsbury from 1934-1952. She lived with her family one-half mile south of Pillsbury on Highway 32 until 1943 when they moved to the house north of the school.

Edith married Calvin Greatsinger. They live in EIlensburg, Wash.

Janell and Ken Grudniewski, Amy

Janell Leadbetter and Kenneth Grudniewski were married on September 25, 1982 in Valley City, N.D. Janell began her education in Pillsbury and attended there seven years graduating from Luverne, N. D.

Janell and Kenneth have three children. They are both. employed in Rapid City, S.D., where they live.

Nancy, Mike, Greg, Myron Grueneich

Nancy L. Nielson was raised on her parents' (Allen and Pat Nielson) farm located in BaldwinTownship, five miles west of Pillsbury. She attended school in Pillsbury through eighth grade, when she transferred to Valley City High School, graduating in 1967. They returned to the farm every spring through fall.

Nancy married Myron Grueneich in 1969. They have two sons, Michael and Gregory. The Grueneichs live just outside of Concord, N.H.

Myron Grueneich - Nancy Nielson 0111111111111111
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Paul Gunderson - Margaret Fuglestad

Margaret and Paul Gunderson

Paul Gunderson married Margaret Fuglestad, a widow', on October 14, 1977. They live in Hope, N.D., where Margaret and Paul operate an upholstery shop.

Margaret and Reynold Fuglestad (1925-1973) lived on a farm near Luverne, N.D., with their 12 children: Susan, Mrs. Harold Bellon of Pillsbury; Leigh Ann, Mrs. Allen Gunkel; Cary; Rita, Mrs. Steven Kainz; Steve and Amy, all of Hope, N.D.; Joel of Luverne, N.D.; Lloyd of Watford City, N.D.; Penny, Mrs. Tom Wells, of Anchorage Alaska; Jamie, Mrs. Rick Wosick of Oslo, Minn.; and Jill, Mrs. Roger Moore of Fargo, N. D.

Margaret has 20 grandchildren.

Paul Gunderson - Bertha Kracht

Paul and Bertha Gundersonon their wedding day.

Paul Gunderson, son of Peter and Lena Gunderson, married Bertha Kracht, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Otto Kracht of Courtenay, N.D., on May 10, 1942. Paul worked at Wittkop's Garage, farmed, was a janitor at the Pillsbury School for 20 years and drove the school bus for 15 years. Bertha

worked for Hattie Smith both before and after their marriage. She also worked at Keyes Store. Bertha passed away March 27, 1976.

Paul and Bertha had four children. Gary, born September 15, 1944 had polio. He died in November of 1967. Paulette, Mrs. Ralph Everson, lives in Valley City, N.D. They have three sons, Chad, Rocky and Brent. Linda, Mrs. Harvey Carico, also lives in Valley City. They havetwo sons, Travis and Aaron. Kathy, Mrs. Perry Burchill, lives in Grand Prairie Township. They have three sons, Casey, Barry and Ryan.

Peter and Lena Gunderson

Peter and Lena Gunderson

Peter and Lena Gunderson moved to Pillsbury in 1930 from Berlin, N.D. They had four children. Owen farmed near Marion, N.D. Cora, Mrs. Oliver Orskog, lives in Edgeley, N.D. Janet, Mrs. Jury, lives in Ellendale, N.D. Paul lived at Pillsbury 38 years before moving to Hope, N. D.
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Left photo: Pamela,

Edsel Fuglestad, Nikki, Jean Second photo from page

bottom: Kim Hanson, Cameron, Bernadine

Bottom photo:

Curt Flaten, Cody, Darcy

Glenn Hanson, son of Alma and Ingvald Hanson, was born in Fargo, N.D. He moved with his family to Pillsbury onto the Mike Lee farm, when he was four years old. He attended Pillsbury School and graduated from there in 1948. He married Marlis Nash March 15, 1951 and they settled on the Ingvald Hanson farm, also known as the Peter Lee farm, two miles north and three miles east of Pillsbury. He farmed with his father there. Glenn and Marl is had four children.

Lyle, the oldest son, graduated from Pillsbury in 1972. He went to Hanson Welding School in Fargo, N.D., and then worked in Jamestown, N.D. at Haybusters. On August 17, 1973 he married Jean Dotting who also graduated from Pillsbury in 1973. They have three children, Jessica, Glenda and Jason. They now reside seventeen. miles south of. Williston, N.D., where they bought five acres of land and he works in the oil fields.

Jean, the oldest daughter, graduated from Pillsbury in 1973. She attended college at Fargo, N.D. She married Edsel Fuglestad August 18, 1973. They have two daughers, Nikki and Pamela. Edsel works in the oil fields around Williston, N.D., and Jean works part-time.

Kim, the third oldest, graduated from Pillsbury in 1974. He attended Devils Lake College and farmed with his father. He married Bernadine Christofferson October 13, 1979. They have one son, Cameron and also live in Williston, N.D., where he works in theoil fields.

Darcy, the youngest, entered first grade at
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Pillsbury but attended Hope Public School after Pillsbury closed. She was the only girl to play on the boys' grade basketball team while in Pillsbury. Darcy graduated from Hope in 1981 and attended Valley City State College.

She married Curtis Flaten August 6, 1983. Curt is an elementary teacher at Hope Public School. They have one son, Cody, and live in the trailer court in Hope, N.D.

Ingvald Hanson - Alma "Nora" Lee

Irene and Glenn Hanson, Alma and Ingvald Lee

Ingvald "Wally" Hanson was born February 16, 1907 and was raised in the Hope area. Alma E. Lee was born July 8, 1908. She attended and graduated from Pillsbury High School. She played basketball for Pillsbury and was a guard on the team that took first place in the Barnes County Tournament.

Ingvald and Alma were married February 12, 1929. They lived in Fargo, N.D., before coming to work for Mike Lee on the farm. In 1945 they rented the Roderick McKay farm and in 1946 they bought the Ray Daily farm which was originally built by Peter and Mette Lee, Alma's parents. They farmed until Ingvald's death in 1961. Alma continued to live on the farm for 8 more years. She then worked for the Mourn brothers at Buffalo, N.D.

Ingvald and Alma had two children, Glenn at Hope, N.D., and Irene at Williston, N.D. They also .have seven. _grandchildren _ and nine_._ greatgrandchildren.

Luella, Maurice and LaVerne Harrington

In 1921 the Harringtons purchased a house (now known as the "elevator house") in Pillsbury. Gladstone continued his livestock business and hired someone to work the farm. Gladstone served on the school board for 11 years. He had the unique distinction of signing all three children's graduation diplomas. He was director of the Pillsbury and Hope Bank and was a founder and director of the North Dakota Winter Show.

The Harringtons moved to Valley City in 1933 to further expand h is growing livestock business.

They lived in Valley City until his death in 1950 at age 69. They were vacationing in Long Beach, Calif. Agnes passed away in 1959. Both are buried at Woodbine Cemetery in Valley City.

William Harrington - Ovidia Eriksen

Gladstone and Agnes Harrington

Gladstone and Agnes Harrington moved to Erie, N.D., from Woodstark, Ontario, Canada. After two years in Erie they purchased a farm in Ellsbury Township located 51/2 miles southeast of Pillsbury; this was in 1911.

Gladstone and Agnes had three children, Maurice, LaVerne and Luella. All three children, attended elementary school and graduated from Pillsbury High School. While living on the farm they went to school in a bus, horse drawn.

Gladstone established a livestock business with his twin brother, Garfield, in 1912.

William Maurice Harrington was born June 9, 1907 in Hickson, Ontario, Canada, to H. Gladstone and Agnes Harrington. While a small child, his family moved to Erie, N.D., where his father went into farming and cattle buying. At the age of seven they moved to Pillsbury.

William Maurice graduated from Pillsbury in 1925. He en

William Harrington
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tered the University of North Dakota graduating "cum laude" in accounting in 1929.

He worked as an accountant in Milwaukee, Wis., from 1929-1931, moving to Hope, N.D., in 1931 where he worked at the bank until 1933. He then moved to Minot and opened Harrington Brothers Livestock Buying Station. That same year he married Ovidia Eriksen of Granite Falls, Minn.

William and his father established livestock buying stations in Mayville, Minot, Rugby, Devils Lake, McVille, Valley City and Williston, all in North Dakota, and Glascow, Mont.

He bought a ranch near Minot in 1942 and sold it in 1982.

William served as mayor of Minot, N.D., from 1954-1962. IHe is now retired.

William and Ovidia have two sons and seven grandchildren.

James Henderson - Marilyn Brooks

Aaron, Ward, Jim and Marilyn Henderson, Elaine, Jessie

James Allen Henderson was born at home on the McDonald Farm of Minnie Lake Township. He was delivered by Dr. James of Page on April 29, 1941. That fall the family bought the Stack farm. Both of these building sites have since disappeared. He, June and Gary all attended and graduated from the Little Minnie Lake School, which was across the road from their farm. Jim attended Pillsbury High School for one year, then the family moved to Noltimier Township, so Jim attended and graduated from Noltimier High School in 1960. From 1961-1964, he worked full time at Peak Elevator besides farming. In 1970 Jim's uncles, Henry and Bill Henderson, completely retired from farming and moved to Valley City. They didn't wish to leave the buildings vacant, so asked Jim to move in as long as he was already farming the land. From 1970-1973 Jim "bached it," but on September 22, 1973, he married Marilyn Brooks at the New Luther Valley Church of McVille, N.D.

Marilyn Elaine was born on August 12, 1948, in McVille, N.D., the oldest of four children born to T.

Leslie and Ethel (Thompson) Brooks of Kloten, N.D. They lived in the Kloten community until 1959, when the family moved to McVille. Marilyn graduated from McVille High School in 1966. She attended Northland Junior College of Thief River Falls, Minn., for the 1966-1967 school year, then transferred to Valley City State College, majoring in health and physical education. She graduated from Valley City State College in 1970 and taught that fall at Fort Yates, N.D. She returned to Valley City that summer and worked as a receptionist at the Macdonald Clinic until their marriage.

Jim and Marilyn have four children: Aaron James was born February 6, 1975; Jesse Brooks was born April 19, 1977; Elaine Marie was born May 4, 1981; and Ward Allen was born on September 6, 1983. They attend school in Oriska.

As a family, they are also very interested in seeking out family histories and local histories, so with that in mind, a short history of their farm home is submitted. The sources have been family, neighbors, old county atlases, and documents on file at the Barnes County Register of Deeds office.

The legal discriptions of the farm are: SE 1/4 of Section 22, SW 1/4 of Section 23 and NW1/4 of Section 27. All three quarters were established as a farm by its original owners, James and Ida Mae Mitchell. They homesteaded the SE1/4 of Section 22, probably initiating the claim in 1879 or 1880, but it was not certified, signed by President Benjamin Harrison, and filed in the courthouse until June 23, 1889. The original farmsite was built on the southwestern edge of this quarter. Sections 23 and 27 were originally deeded to the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1879, and the SW 1/4 of Section 23 was bought from them, but as far as is known, Section 27 was left totally untouched until the Railroad deeded it back to the township in 1905, and Mr. Mitchell bought it from the township for $25.00. Mr. Mitchell died in 1907 and in 1910 the land was sold to Seymour Root (who had obtained a contract for deed in 1906) for $12,000.00. Times were very hard during these days, thus Mr. Root was not able to keep the land, and it went to the First National Bank of Valley City in 1913. At this time Andrew Brudevold moved onto the farm as a renter. He is the one who built the present building site, as he was a carpenter. He built the barn himself; moved the house from the original building site, and added it to Root's house, making a ten-room house for his family. They also had a fully cemented basement - which was not very common in those days. In 1916, they bought the farm. In 1922, they let the farm go, as they moved to Fargo, N. D. The farm was owned then by Farmer's Bank of Alexandria, Minn., who in turn sold it to O.M. Corivin Company of Minneapolis in 1929, who in turn sold it to Miller National Insurance Company of Cook Co., III. They obviously bought the land as investments. During this time, there were three renters; Andrew "Snoose" Olson, Cliff Lattman, and the Henderson brothers. Henry started renting the farm in 1928, and Bill joined him in 1929. They rented until 1944 - when they bought it from the Miller Insurance Company. They worked hard to buy and keep this farm.
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John Henderson - Ruth Earles

John Martin Henderson was born September 10, 1909, in Eckelson, N.D., the eighth child of Ole and Inga Henderson (family history also found in this book). As was common in those days he worked out on a number of area farms from an early age. On October 22, 1931, in Valley City he married Ruth "Toots" Earles, who he had met while they both worked on the Doc Macdonald farm. She is the daughter of Ethelbert "Fred" Earles and Mary (Henricks) Earles of Tower City.

During the early years of their marriage they worked on or rented several farms in both the Valley City and Page areas. In 1941, they bought the Stacks' farm in Minnie Lake Township. In 1956, they sold that farm and bought the Noltimier farm in Noltirnier Township. Johnny passed away in 1973. Ruth "Toots" continues to live on their farm. Johnny is remembered for his great love of music, and his willingness to sing for any reason or for no reason. Johnny and Toots had three children: June (Mrs. Wendell) Finkbeiner was born on April 9, 1933. She and her husband have two grown children and live in Chicago, III. Gary was born July 5, 1939. He has two grown children and he lives in Anchorage, Alaska. Jim was born on April 29, 1951. He is married, has four children, and lives in Minnie Lake Township.

Ole Henderson - Inga Faarsenlokken

Ole Henderson was born in Norway on January 8, 1851 and came to this country in a sailboat in 1858. They settled in Madison, Wis., where they operated a tobacco farm. After his father's death, he struck out for new lands, and came to Fort Ransom, N.D., but because of the Indian uprisings he was turned back. He later settled at Norman, Iowa.

Inga Helena Larsen Faarsenlokken was born May 23, 1871, in Oslo, Norway. Her father had been a cobbler and he had made shoes for the royal family of Norway. She came alone in 1882, making her home with her sister in Staples, Minn.

Inga and Olewere married in Lake Mills, Iowa. Six children were born there: Henry, Mary, Emma, William, Clara and MayBelle. In 1905, the family came to Eckelson, N.D., where Alfred and John were born. They lived there_ seven years before returning to Iowa. After two years, he and his two oldest sons, Henry and Bill, went to Montana, again looking for land. On the way back they came through Valley City and decided to stay, so he sent for tile rest of his family to come.

Henry served in World War I in the infantry, during this time he kept a daily journal. In 1982 this was submitted to the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC and is on display there. Upon returning home from the war, he and his parents went to Wisconsin Rapids where he had bought a farm. After two years, they returned to North Dakota. During this time, Bill worked for various farmers north of Valley City and in Minnie Lake Township, among them the Nester farm, Oscar

Olson, John Jacobson and Bert Sunde. By now he was able to start farming. He and his parents moved to the Lemley farm. It was here that his father died in 1924 as the result of a farm accident. Henry was working in Battlecreek, Mich., at this time. Bill and their mother moved to the Smith farm in 1927. Henry returned to North Dakota and started farming on the Brudevold farm, right next door. In 1929, Bill and their mother joined Henry, to cut down on their expenses.

Since they never married their mother continued to live with them until her death in 1951 on her 80th birthday. The two brothers continued to farm until they completely retired in 1970 and they moved to Valley City. Henry passed away in May of 1982 and Bill passed away in August of 1982. Mary, Alfred and John are deceased. MayBelle (Mrs. Walter) Kranz lives in Valley City. Clara (Mrs. Henry) Jungnitsch lives in California. Emma (Mrs. Fred) Tooley I ives in Battlecreek, Mich.

Arne Hendrickson - Lucille Graven

Gary and Kathie, Carlie, Lauren

Lucille Graven, daughter of Ell and Ella Graven was born December 13, 1921. She was the youngest of three children. She lived with her brother, Herman, and sister, Bernice, on a farm a

Arne and  i dendrickson
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Rob and Marlene Hendrickson, Kari, Katie, Michael

mile and one-half east of Pillsbury.

Lucille attended Ellsbury School, graduating from high school in 1938. After high school she attended college at Valley City and received a Standard Teacher's Certificate.

In 1942, she married Arne Hendrickson from Lakota, N.D. They lived in Del Mar, Calif., for six years. After returning to North Dakota, Arne managed elevators in Pickert, Oberon and Courtenay, N.D. He worked in Courtenay for 21 years. During that time Lucille taught school several years and raised two sons, Gary and Rob.

Gary's widow and two daughters live in Florida. Rob and his wife have two daughters and a son. They live in Moorhead, Minn.

After retirement, Arne and Lucille moved to Moorhead, where they are now making their home.

Martin Henricks - Dorothea Huether

Martin Maynard Henricks, son of I lert and Eva Henricks was born December 3, 1892 at Gibson, 111.

In 1909 Martin came with his family to a farm his dad purchased in Minnie Lake Township, near Tower City, N.D. After Martin's parents retired in 1920, Martin lived alone and farmed from 1920 to 1932.

On May 28, 1932 Martin married Dorothea Huether (born June 9, 1903 in Buckley, 111.). Her parents came in 1911 from Illinois to settle in Elliott, N.D., as farmers.

Martin and Dorothea lived on the Tower City farm from 1932-1934, when they moved to Elliott, N.D., farming there from 1934-1955. In 1955 they moved back to the same Tower City farm

Martin passed away September 27, 1973. After his death, Dorothea lived alone for one year, then moved in with her daughter for five years. She moved to Page in September of 1979. She passed away February 23, 1986.

Three children were born to Martin and Dorothea. Maynard, living on the present farm, married Alice Johnson. They have three children: Kevin, Lynnell and Marvin. Henry of Lisbon, married Anna Mae Adolfs. They have five children: Mitchel of Jamestown, Monte married

Tammy Steele. They have one daughter and are living at Pelican Rapids, Minn. Vickie married Loren Aarseth. They have one son and are living at Dickinson, N.D. Jeffery married Sherry Arne. They have two sons and live in Fargo, N.D. Jody, who lives in Fargo, N.D. Anne of Valley City married Jack Lanter. They have two children. Dan is in Minneapolis studying to be a missionary and Martin is at home.

Martrin Henricks used to play on a softball team in Pillsbury.

Maynard Henricks - Alice Johnson

Maynard Martin Henricks, son of Martin and Dorothea Henricks, was born August 5, 1935 at Fargo, N.D. He married Alice Marilyn Johnson, born August 17, 1937, on October 1, 1961. Her parents are Frank and Edna (Mattila) Johnson who farmed near Braddock, N.D.

Three children were born to Maynard and Alice: Kevin Ray, born August 11, 1962. He attended Pillsbury Grade School, Page Public School and Dakota High School from where he graduated. He is presently employed by the Colgate Elevator and Sherwood Johnson farm. Lynnell Alan, was born July 18, 1963. He also attended Pillsbury School transferring to Page Public School from which he graduated. Upon graduation from high school he went to the Area Vocational School at Wadena, Minn., for two years, graduating in auto mechanics. He is presently at home working the summer months on the farm. Marvin. Maynard, born June 13, 1965, was also a student in the Pillsbury School transferring to the Page Public School and graduating from there. He then attended the Detroit Lakes Area Vocational School, Detroit Lakes, Minn., graduating in auto body. He is presently employed at an implement shop in Colgate. All three boys were in 4-H. Kevin and Marvin are members of the Page Jaycees, Kevin also being a member of the Page Fire Department.

Maynard and Alice also are in foster care and at the present time have two girls, Amy and Marsha Evenson.

Before moving to the Oriska area Maynard had his schoolingg at Elliott, N.D., and also farmed there with his parents until 1955 when they moved to the present farm.

Maynard and Alice were both 4-H leaders for 11 years for the Weimer Rustlers 4-H Club. Alice was a Sunday School teacher for 20 years at the Minnie Lake L~,theran Church and was a member of the Weimer Homemaker's Club and the Minnie Lake ALCW.

Emanuel and Amelia Herk

Emanuel and Amelia Herk moved to Pillsbury in 1934 to a farm four miles east and one mile north of town. They farmed there until 1967. They had five children; Audrey (Mrs. John) Wiseman, Bellingham, Wash; Joyce (Mrs. Al) Hender, Bellevue, Wash.; Lyle, Vergas, Minn.; Earl, who
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died in 1976 and Daniel, Vergas, Minn.

Emanuel passed away in May of 1955. While in Pillsbury, Amelia belonged to the Loyal Homemaker's Club and the Lutheran Church at Hope, N.D. She owned a cafe in Pillsbury for several years. She now lives with her son, Daniel, on a farm near Vergas, Minn.

The Hetland History

Dakota: Bern, who married a Montana girl, Ruth Loney, whose parents had once farmed two miles north of the Hetlands. They lived on a ranch near Broadview, Mont., but retired to Billings where Bern died in 1968 and Ruth in 1979. They had two sons, Norman of Billings, and Myron of Las Vegas, N ev.

The third son, Alfred, was born in August. In 1929 he married Myrtle Domier of Portland.

The youngest son, Myron, was born in 1903 and in 1929 he married Mildred Smith of Verndale, Minn. After years of working on ranches and with construction crews in Montana and Washington, they bought a home in Fromberg, Mont., where he died in 1972. His widow still lives in Billings where their only son, Lynn, also lives.

Two girls completethe family. Gladys married John Anderson of Springfield, Minn. (See John Anderson History) Alma married Arne Overland of Rissa, Norway (See Overland History).

Alfred Hetland - Myrtle Domier

Alfred, Ben, Karl, Myron,Martin, Alma, Gladys and Carrie Hetland

In the year of 1890.Carrie Ovregaard came with one sister and two brothers to Clear Lake, Iowa, from her home in Syvde, near Aalesund, Norway. There she married Martin Hetland in 1893. His parents had immigrated from southern Norway near Heskestad and Gol in the Stavanger area, settling in Chicago where Martin was born, the eldest of eight children. They later moved to Clear Lake.

In '1896, in early summer the young couple and son, Karl, loaded horses, machinery and belongings into a railroad boxcar and came to Colgate, N.D. They had paid a down payment on a quarter of land east of Pillsbury but found it belonged to someone else when they came to claim it. That fall they moved to a farm north of Valley City near Pilot Mound where the owner had a considerable amount of grain stored which they were to haul to. Valley City in the spring. Their second son, Bern, was born in December.

When spring came they hauled the grain in wagons with four horses to each wagon, with Mrs. Hetland driving one rig.

In 1897 in late spring, Martin and Carrie bought and settled on a quarter of land two miles north and one mile east of Pillsbury which remains in the family today. This was their home until their deaths in 1957 and 1962.

As a young man, son Karl worked some years as a depot agent for the railroad at different towns in North Dakota but later began farming until retiring to a home in Hope, N.D. He was married to Laura Adams of Abercrombie, N.D. She died in 1967 and he in 1972.

The following five children were born in North

Myrtle and Alfred Hetland

On November 18, 1929 Alfred Hetland and Myrtle Domier were married at her parents' home near Portland, N.D.

Alfred is the son of Martin and Carrie H_ etland, Hope, N.D., and Myrtle, the daughter of August and Emma Domier of Portland, N.D.

Alfred loved farming, so they rented the farm from Alfred's folks until 1932. They went through some lean years due to crop failures and low prices for their products. It looked hoepless to keep on so they decided to quit, and went to Montana. Alfred got a jobon a ranch north of Billings.

In 1942 when World War II broke out, they left for Portland, Ore., and both got jobs in the shipyard; Alfred as an electrician and Myrtle in an office.

In 1950 they returned to North Dakota and bought the farm from Alfred's folks. The crops were good and good prices. After a few years they sold their cattle so they were free to go away and spend the winters in Bismarck, N.D. During the
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Legislature, Alfred go a job as a bill-room clerk and for two sessions as calendar clerk in the House of Representatives.

In 1971 they rented their land to Shell Johnson of Colgate, N.D., and moved into Valley City, N.D. After Shell's death they sold the farm to Dr. Arnold Overland, Rolla, N.D. Arnold is the son of Arne and Alma Overland, Hope, N.D.

Alfred is now a resident at the Sheyenne Care Center in Valley City.

Ed Hicks - Rosalia Smith

Erl Lloyd Hicks was born in New York State. As a child he moved to South Dakota where the family farmed at Andover and Peirpont. In the early 1900s they moved to Barnes County, N.D. During World War I, Erl served in the Signal Corps of the U.S. Army. Upon returning to civilian life he engaged in farming and custom threshing with his father, Homer, and his brother, Irwin. On March 26, 1925 he married Rosalia Muriel Smith at Fergus Falls, Minn.

Rosalia Muriel Smith was born in Otter Tail County, Minn., the second daughter and third child of Theodore and Lina Smith. Rosalia grew to womanhood in Minnesota where she helped her parents in their farming, resort and hunting lodge endeavors.

In 1942 Erl and Rosalia moved to the Gangsteacl farm located on Highway 26 in Ellsbury Township. They had sixchildren.

Ardith Lina Maria is married to Russell Brudevold. They farm in Minnie Lake Township and live on the Brudevold family farm where Russell was born. Russell is a 1942 graduate of Pillsbury High School. When the hot lunch program was first initiated in 1945, Ardith worked as an assistant cook with Esther Carico.

Geraldine LaVonne, valedictorian of the class of 1947, married Louis C. Ohlgren. They lived in Valley City, Riverdale and Minot, N.D., where Louis was employed as a plumber. He is deceased. They had four children: Patricia, Mrs. Leland Martineau of Mound, Minn.; Ronald, living in Fargo, N.D., with his wife, Joan; Roger, living in Lafayette, Ca1 and Richard, a student at NDSSS.Geraldine married Jerry Johnson in 1979. They make their home in Minot where she is a bookkeeper and Jerry is a district manager for Revier's Bolt and Tool Company. He has four children.

Norma Elaine, valedictorian of the class of 1949, married Harold Philip Hoiland. She was employed as bookkeeper with the F.W. Woolworth Company in Valley City until her retirement in 1978. Harold was self-employed as a painterdecorator and with Norma, was involved in a furniture stripping and refinishing business until his death in 1980. Norma still refinishes furniture on a limited basis and continues to make her home in Valley City.

Fred Irwin served with the U.S. Marine Occupation Forces in Korea. He married Beverly

Davis in 1954 and they resided in Costa Mesa, Calif., where he worked in construction until his death in 1958. Fred attended school in Pillsbury from 1942 until circa 1950. They had two children: Rene Evon, living in Iola, Kan., with her husband, James Boeken, and sons, Joseph, Matthew, Daniel and David; and Clay Irwin, who lives in Elmore, Kan., with his wife, Terry, and son Dustin.

Lyle Erl served with the U.S. Air Force and was stationed at Biloxi, Miss.; Minot and Finley, N.D, radar stations. He married Betty Buchanan but was later divorced. Their children are: Russell, Kathleen, Debra and Teresa. At this writing all the children are living in Montana. Lyle moved to Arizona where he met and married a young widow with two small daughters. Lyle and Mary make their home in Tempe, Ariz., where Lyle is employed as foreman of landscape crews working in the western half of Phoenix, Tempe and Scottsdale. They have three children, Layle, Derek and Lina. Besides Mary's daughters, Dawn and Dove, they also have a foster daughter, Eileen. Lyle attended Pillsbury School for 10 years.

Bonnie Rosalia is married to Jerome Richard Swanson. She is retired from Northwestern Bell Telephone Company. She also worked as a fraud investigator, authored the training manual for new investigators and as a sales representative in the Fargo office. Since her retirement she has returned to school and has received her BA degree in history from N DSU. She is currently researching the Hicks and Engle-Smith (maternal grandparents) family histories. Her husband is a science instructor and chairman of the science department of the West Fargo High School. They, make their home in West Fargo, N.D., and spend the summers farming their small farm near Dent, Minn., orginally homesteaded by Bonnie's maternal grandparents, Theodore and Lina Smith. Dick also works as a crop hail adjustor during his summers.

Bonnie started school in Pillsbury and attended school there until the eighth grade when her parents moved to Minnie Lake Township. She finished the eighth grade in the one room school house at "Big" Minnie Lake and returned to complete her freshman and sophomore years at Pillsbury. Because of redistricting in 1956 she was required to finish high school in Oriska, N.D.

Lyle C. Hill - Clara Lemley

Lyle C. Hill was born in Cass County, N.D., on November 2, 1904, the son of Harry E. and Myrtle (Gage) Hill. He attended rural schools in Cass and Steele counties and moved with his parents to the Pillsbury area about 1915. He continued his education in the Pillsbury School. He owned and operated a drayline in Pillsbury and later was janitor at the school. He was married to Clara Lemleyon November 3, 1932.

Clara was born September 25, 1908 in Minnie Lake Township to George and Frances Lemley. She moved with her parents to Section 21 in
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Ellsbury Township in 1911. She attended the Pillsbury School and graduated in 1927. After attending Valley City State Teachers College, she taught school in the Hebron, N.D., area from 19281929. In May of 1929 she began working at the Pillsbury State Bank and continued there until the bank's charter was moved to Hope in 1931. For a while she was employed at the First State Bank of Hope.

Lyle and Clara have one daughter, Mary, born in 1933. She graduated from Page High School and attended VCSC. She married Howard Egan Jr. in 1953. Their children are Kathleen and Joanna, both of Fargo, N.D.; Peggy of Grand Forks, N.D.; and Meredith of Denver, Colo. Mary completed her degree at Mayville State College and taught school in Rolla, St. John and Devils Lake, N.D. She presently lives in Bismarck, N.D.

In 1944 the family moved to Page, N.D., where Clara was employed at the bank until 1974. Lyle worked for the Busy Bee Garage for many years, later working for Rutherford Hardware.

Julius Hoff - Tillie Grenz

Front: Amee Hoff, Philip; Michael WeshnevskiBack: Harley, Marilyn, Tillie, Julius Hoff, Darlene and Kenneth Weshnevski

Julius Hoff was born January 2, 1920 in Fredonia, S.D., the third oldest of thirteen children born to Eva and Christ Hoff. In 1942 he enlisted in theArrny. On September 28, 1943 he married Tillie Grenz.

Tillie Grenz Hoff was born on October 15, 1921 in Hazelton, N.D., the fourth oldest of sixteen children born to Lydia and Gottlieb Grenz. After their marriage they were stationed in North Carolina where their son, Harley, was born on December 5, 1945.

After his discharge in 1946, Julius worked on his father's farm. In 1947 he purchased the farm, which was located six miles south of Valley City, N.D. On December 18, 1948 their daughter,

Darlene, was born. In 1952 the family moved to Valley City where Julius was employed at the Valley City Hide and Fur. In 1953 he worked on the Garrison Dam project. In the spring of 1954 he started to work for Joe Grotberg who operated a farm six and one-half miles southwest of Pillsbury in Baldwin Township. The family moved to the farm in April 1954 and lived there until July 1964.

Julius owned the Standard Service Station in Goodrich, N.D., from 1964-1966, when they moved to Bismarck. He retired in 1982.

Julius and Tillie make their home in Bismarck in Stardust Terrace Trailer Park on 12th Street South. Tillie babysits during the day. They have three grandchildren.
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John Ihry - Darlene Jensen

children attended Pillsbury Public School where the family was involved in the school and community.

On November 28, 1979, Darlene passed away from a terminal cancer illness.

Their son Warren married Ruth Huschka on June 15, 1979. They had two children: Kelli and Kameron. Warren farmed with John until his death in 1984from a farm accident.

Teri married Doug Laber on June 18, 1976. They have two children, Dustin and Tara. They live in Williston, N.D., where Teri teaches second grade and Doug is an independent oil broker.

Shelly resides in Williston, N.D., where she teaches Junior High English. She has a daughter, Lindsay.

Jane has completed college at Valley City State College, graduating with a teaching degree in English and Business Education.

John still is involved in farming. He serves as a

John and Darlene (Jensen) lhry moved to the director for the Luverne Farmers Elevator. He former Chris Jensen farm in 1957. They had four bowls and golfs. During the winter he lives in children: Warren, Teri, Shelly and Jane.. All the  Arizona.

Doug and Teri Laber, Dustin, Tara

Reed Ihry - Michelle Lemley

Michelle Renee (Lemley) lhry was born December 19, 1955. She was a member of the last graduating class that attended all 12 years at the Pillsbury High School in 1974. She is the daughter of the late Frank and Charleen Lemley.

Michelle took a secretarial course at Bismarck Junior College, Bismarck, N.D. She married Reed Jerome lhry of Hope, N.D., on November 8, 1975. Reed took a course in agri-business management at Bismarck Junior College.

They have lived in Edgeley, N.D., Durbin, N.D., and since May 1979 in McVille, N.D. This is where Reed is presently general manager of the Sheyenne Valley Grain Cooperative. This includes elevators at Aneta, N.D., Kloten, N.D., and McVille,-N.D.

Michelle is a part-time secretary at the Sheyenne Valley Grain Cooperative.

Reed and Michelle have two children. Tiffany Renee, born May 19, 1978, and Calvin Reed, born October 14, 1980.

Reed and Michelle Ihry, Calvin, Tiffany
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Front: Mark, Connie, HeidiBack: Robin, Bob Ihry

Connie McKay was born December 4, 1939 to Neil and Ethel (Johnson) McKay of Pillsbury, N.D. She graduated from Pillsbury High School with the class of 1958.

Connie married Robert Ihry, son of John and Theresa lhryof Hope, N.D., on February 13, 1961 at Hope. They had three children who all went to school and graduated from Hope High School.

Robert Ihry - Connie McKay

Robin lives in Fargo, N.D. and Heidi goes to NDSU in Fargo. Mark passed away at the age of 20 on July 1, 1984.

The Ihrys lived in Hope the first 23 years of their married life. They moved to Fargo where Bob is the rural mail carrier for Harwood, N.D.

Wade Ihry - Marilyn Slater

Verne Isaak - Carol Jean Bellon

Jamestown, N.D. She was raised in Pillsbury and graduated from there in 1962.

I n 1964 she married David Bauer. They moved to St. Paul, Minn. On November 1, 1964 Carol gave birth to twins Jonathan- Allen and Jodi--Jean. September. 18, 1968 Suzanne Louisette was born. Daveworked for Interstate United while Carol did day care and worked part time at Sears. In 1976 they were divorced.

Carol married Vet ne Thomas Isaak in 1977. He works for Ford Motor Company. Carol now does day care after working at Sears for 14 years. She has served on the board of St. Paul Mothers of Twins Club, belonged to the Big Brother-Big Sister Association and is a Moose member. In 1982 she got her bartender's certificate.

Carol's children graduated from Irondale High School, home of the Knights. Jon participated in hockey and the girls were cheerleaders.

Verne and Carol live in Newport, Minn., a suburb of St. Paul. They are members of North Emanuel Lutheran Church of St. Paul.

Joshua, Dena and Kent Ihry

Marilyn Slater Ihry attended Pillsbury Public School from first grade through ninth grade when the school closed. She then attended Luverne Public School and graduated from therein 1977.

Marilyn married Wade Ihry in 1977. They live and farm near Hope. They have three children: Joshua, Kent and Dena.

Front: Verne and Carol Isaak, JohnBack: Jodi, Suzanne

Carol Jean Bellon, daughter of Harold and Jenny Bellon, was born January 1, 1945 in
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Israel Jarvis - Regina Beaudry

Lester, Gloria (Mrs. Nick Meuchel), Leona (Mrs. Robert G. Booker) - all deceased. Maurice resides in Findlay, Ohio; Phil in Valley City, N.D.; Walter in Sioux City, Iowa; and Richard in Fargo, N.D.

Maurice E. Jarvis on his three-speed bicycle. Thepicture was taken in about 1917 on the Nels Lunding farmwhich was about 41/2 miles northwest of Pillsbury.

Israel Jarvis was born in Sibley County, Minn., on April 4, 1861. He married Regina Beaudry of Argyle, M,inn., on April 20, 1895. They had seven sons and two daughters who lived, the oldest having died at birth.

Israel Jarvis was at work on his forty acre farm in Dead Lake Township, Ottertail County, Minn., in the summer of 1909 when William Gilmore, who lived two miles southeast of Pillsbury, arrived asking Israel if he would run his threshing machine in the coming fall. Israel ran the Gilmore threshing machine for several years. Gilmore gave up the business, however, and Israel took over the job of running the large forty-inch Avery machine, owned by Jim Kelley.

In March 1913, the family packed all of their possessions in a large boxcar and moved to the Seymore Granger farm four and a half miles northwest of Valley City, N.D., where the family worked for eight months. They then rented the 320 acre Nels Lunding farm on the north edge. of Baldwin Township. Goose Lake bordered the northwest corner of the farm. The family had three horses, but more were bought with the help of the Luverne State Bank. A crop was planted in the spring of 1914.

When the Baldwin Consolidated School was built in 1914, the members of the Jarvis family drove the school bus, stopping for children along the way.

The Jarvis family left the Lunding farm in 1922, moving to the Roderick McKay farm, which they rented for five years, and then to the George Smith farm for two years.

Israel died in Valley City, N.D., October 14,

1924. Mrs. Jarvis died May 20, 1940. Both are in

terred in St. Catherine Cemetery, Valley City, N.D. The Jarvis children are Homand, Melvin,

Lester A. Jarvis - Marjorie Anderson

Lester A. Jarvis was born at Richville, Minn. on September 1, 1910. He came with his parents, Israel and Regina Jarvis, to Barnes County when he was three years old.

He went to school in the Baldwin and Pillsbury schools and graduated from Valley City High School in 1930.

He married Marjorie Anderson and they bought a farm six miles south of Valley City known as Marsh's Mill, one of the first mills in the county.

They had five children, Edna, Kelvyn, Duane, Jerry and Connie.

Les was a farmer all of his life. His hobbies were gardening, hunting and antiques. There is a museum on his farm known as the Marsh Mill Museum. It is the first school house of Marsh Township. He purchased it, fixed it up and added three rooms.

Richard Jarvis - Eunice Curry

Richard "Dick" Jarvis lived with his family on the Roderick McKay farm about four miles northwest of Pillsbury. He finished high school in 1924 and entered the State University of Grand Forks graduating from the school of commerce in 1928. He married Eunice L. Curry, a Hope High School graduate. Dick is presently in real estate in Fargo, N. D.

Some special memories Dick has of Pillsbury are of the Huey family who serviced the local church and also the Keyes family and their long association with the local store. Dick writes, "I can still- picture the largesteam -l-ocomot.ives.s that plowed through some heavy snow." He also remembers. when thee overpass_ was built over the Great Northern Railroad tracks.

J. Chris Jensen - Ellen Sorensen

Jens Chris Jensen was born in Dronninglund, Denmark, in April 1897. He received his schooling in Denmark and in 1914, at the age of 17, he came to Clear Lake, Iowa, along with his brother, Jens P. Jensen.

Ellen Sorensen was born in Aalborg, Denmark, in November of 1900. She cameto America with her family shortly after she was born. They settled north of Brainerd, Minn., in 1901. In 1906 her mother died, leaving seven children. Ellen then
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went to live in Tyler, Minn., at a Danish orphanage. At the age of 11 she started working as a hired girl in local homes. In 1917, she went to Clear Lake, Iowa, with her sister, Katherine.

At Clear Lake, Ellen became acquainted with Chris and they were married in 1920. Shortly thereafter they came to Barnes County and farmed in Ashtabula Township, north of the present Baldhill Dam, moving in 1923 to the Ronsheimer farm in Ashtabula Township. After living there for two years, they moved to what is now the Albert Grindler farm. In the spring of 1934 they moved to a farm one mile south of Luverne in Baldwin Township. They then moved to the Bill Smith farm, three miles west of Pillsbury, until their son, Leon, took over in 1943. They bought the farm presently owned by John lhry where they lived until 1953, when they sold the farm to John Ihry Sr. of Hope, N.D. Their son-in-law, John Ihry Jr., still lives there.

Chris and Ellen moved to Valley City in 1953, where Chris worked as a grain tester for two years and then as janitor at the college for six years. Ellen worked at Brown Lithographing for eight years. In 1961 they both retired and lived in Valley City until 1967 when they moved to Bradenton, Fla. Ellen moved back to Valley City after Chris' death. There were five children from this marriage: Leon, Earl, Melva, Jean and Darlene.

Leon Jensen - Annie Nielson

Annie and Leon Jensen

Leon Ellsworth Jensen was born September 15, 1921, the oldest of five children of Jens Chris and Ellen (Sorensen) Jensen, at Valley City. The family lived on a farm near the Sheyenne River east of Rogers until 1934, when they moved to Baldwin Township. Leon attended a rural school near Rogers and later attended Baldwin Consolidated School. He was confirmed in the Luverne Lutheran Church.

Annie Morris Nielson was born April 7, 1918,

the oldest of five children of Peter and Alice (Sowden) Nielson at Valley City. Her family lived on a farm in Alta Township southeast of Valley City until they moved to a farm in Baldwin Township near Goose Lake in 1928. Annie attended the Ritchie School in Valley City, and later the Baldwin Consolidated School, where she graduated in 1936. She obtained a teaching certificate from Valley City State Teachers College and briefly taught at Geneseo, N.D.

Leon Jensen and Annie Nielson were married December 2, 1939 at Valley City. Leon worked as road maintainer for six townships in northeastern Barnes County for two years. In 1942 they moved to the W.J. Smith farm in Baldwin Tt.ivnship, where Leon's parents had lived until that year, when they bought the old Livingston farm two miles to the southwest. Leon and Annie lived on the Smith place where they farmed until 1946. That year they moved to the Algeo farm in Ellsbury Township, where they farmed for 33 years.

Two children were born to this marriage: Arlene (Mrs. Nyle Burchill) born in 1940 who farmes with her husband in Ellsbury Township southeast of Pillsbury; and JoAnn (Mrs. Dennis Nathan) born 1941 who lives at Wyndmere, N.D., where her husband is superintendent of schools. Both girls graduated from high school at Pillsbury.

The Jensens moved to Valley City in 1979 and retired from active farming because of Leon's illness. Leon died September 28, 1980, and Annie currently makes her home in Valley City.

Herman Jess - Josephine Brown

Herman and Josie Jess

Herman Jess, son of Ferdinand and Emma (Steinke) Jess was born November 14, 1902 at Lamont, III. He moved to Colgate, N.D., in 1904 where he farmed until 1941.

Josephine (Brown) Jess was born October 26, 1907. She grew up in Minnesota. Josephine and
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Herman were married October 3, 1927. In 1941 they moved to California where Herman was employed at Lockheed. They moved to Pillsbury in 1954. He farmed near Pillsbury until he retired. He served as mayor of Pillsbury for 14 years and he was a member of the Wildlife Club. He died October 25, 1976 at the age of 73. Josephine died in June of 1984. They are interred in Memory Gardens near Valley City, N.D.

They raised one son, Randy Jo, who resides at Pillsbury.

Otto Carl Jess

Randy Jo Jess was born May 21, 1949 in Minneapolis, Minn. He moved to Pillsbury in 1954 along with his parents Herman and Josie Jess.

Randy attended Pillsbury School all 12 years, graduating in 1967.

Cynthia Faye (Willert) Jess was born May 2, 1952 at Carrington, N.D. Her parents, Leo and Myrtle Willert, and family moved to Pillsbury in 1960. She started third grade in Pillsbury and graduated from Pillsbury High School.

Randy and Cindy were married on December 22, 1969 at the Baldwin Presbyterian Church.

They have three children, Heather Jo, born October 4, 1971; Nathan Leo, born January 12, 1977; and Nicholas Lee, born September 30, 1978. They attend Hope Public School.

Randy farms and they built a new home north of Pillsbury in 1977.

Hans and Hilda Johnson

Otto Jess

Otto Carl Jess was born September 20, 1904 at Colgate, N.D. He is the son of Ferdinand Jess and Emma Steinke. There were seven boys and one girl in the family: John, Fred, Herman, Otto, Rubin, Julius, Edward and Elsie.,

He lived on the family farm (now Mr. and Mrs. Abby Johnson's farm) until 1954 when he moved and farmed at Pillsbury. He died August 22, 1970 at the age of 67. He is buried at the Hope Cemetery, Hope, N.D.

Randy Jess - Cynthia Willert

Hans and Hilda Johnson

Hans and Hilda Johnson came to the Pillsbury vicinity from Minnesota.

He worked on various farms until they went farming on their own. In 1938 they moved to Rush City,- Minn.,. and-lived on their farm-there--until -

retirement in the early '60s. Hilda passed away in 1966 and Hans in 1969.

They had four children: Ethel, now living in Hope, N.D.; Doris, married to Bud Linnell and living in Sumner, Wash.; Betty, married to Harland Walter and living in Lafayette, Minn.; and Don, who is deceased.

Front: Nick and NathanBack: Heather, Randy and Cindy Jess
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Lloyd Johnson

Lloyd Johnson and Mike Grabowski

Lloyd Johnson and his wife Harriet and stepson, Michael Grabowski, moved to Pillsbury in the fall of 1951. Lloyd worked on the Burlington Northern Railroad until the fall of 1959 when he moved to Hannaford, N.D. Harriet taught school in Pillsbury for several years. She passed away in the middle '50s. Michael went on to school and is now living in Mercer Island, Wash. He is a medical doctor specializing in pathology.

Lloyd married Evelyn Eggert in the fall of 1961. He now lives in Hope, N.D.

Lori B. Johnson

Lori was born June 2, 1959 to Morris and Goldie Johnson at Mayville, N.D. She attended school at Hope, N.D., and graduated in 1977. She then moved to Fargo, N.D., where she was employed at St. Luke's Hospital.

In 1983 Lori moved to Pillsbury where she is manager of "Tom's Place." She also shoots pool and bowls for "Tom's Place" and is a member of the Pillsbury Community Club.

Abraham and Vivian Jungnitsch

Abraham Jungnitsch lived in Pillsbury, N.D., southeast of town for ten years. He attended Pillsbury School for 10 years before enlisting in the U.S. Navy in September 1937.

Abraham's father served as custodian of the school in Pillsbury. His sister, Minnie (Mrs. Joe Wilson) has lived in Pillsbury for a number of years. His brother, Ewald, attended Pillsbury School before entering the Navy.

While in the Navy, Abraham served as apprentice seaman for 20 years before retiring in September of 1957 as chief gunners mate. He served in World Warr I I and the Korean Conflict.

He and his wife Vivian, have five children. They reside in Alpine, Calif., their home of thirty years.

Ewald Jungnitsch - Lucille Hoeft

Lucille and Ewald Jungnitsch

E.A. Jungnitsch lived in the Pillsbury area from 1926 to 1936. He transferred from the Page, N.D., Public School to the Ellsbury Consolidated School in Pillsbury. He attended NDSSS at Wahpeton, N.D., from 1936 to 1938. His industrial career began with the Dakota Public Service Co. in Beulah, N.D., in 1938. His bride-to-be came to Beulah to teach school in 1939. They were married in June 1946. She was Lucille Hoeft from Dawson, N. D.

E.A. enlisted in the U.S. Navy in August 1942 and. served in the Pacific Theater, receiving his discharge in November of 1945 as chief machinist mate. They moved to Grand Forks, N.D., and lived their for eight years. On June 1, 1945 they moved to Bismarck, N.D., and he helped put the Mandan Refinery in operation.

They both retired in 1977 from teaching school and from the refinery. Some of E.A.'s special memories are: all the good people in the Pillsbury community, going to Keyes Store and getting a good candy bar for 5 cents, going to Mike Saign's place and have him read the Valley City TimesRecord. Last but not least, riding the school bus, hard seats, rough roads and watching the calves wiggle on the girls' legs.

Vivian and Abraham Jungnitsch
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Otto Jungnitsch

The Otto Jungnitsch family moved from Page, N.D., to Ellsbury Township in 1926 when Otto purchased the southeast quarter of Section 28 from William Thompson, Page, N.D. There were no buildings, so one Sunday in November of 1926, his two brothers, Henry and Bill; two brothers-in-law,

Otto Jungnitsch Family

Dave Baasch and Bill Meyers; and seven nephews built a house of four rooms. Three of the four children, Minnie, Ewald and Abraham (B), transferred from Page Public School to Pillsbury Consolidated School. The youngest son, Basil, was three years old at the time. He died in May 1932.

Besides farming, Otto did carpenter work, dug wells, sold and installed Deming pumps and Aeromotor windmills. In 1935 he became the janitor in the Pillsbury School and also taught shop. He was the Pillsbury News correspondent for the People's Opinion, a weekly newspaper printed in Valley City.

At the beginning of World War II he went_ to Portland, Ore., and worked in the Kaiser Shipyards until 1948. He retired in California. He died there in October 1977. Mrs. Jungnitsch died in Fargo in 1964.

Minnie married a farmer, Joe Wilson. Ewald and Abraham joined the Navy. Abraham joined in 1937 and retired as GM2/3IC in 1957 and moved to California with his wife, Vivian, daughter, Kathy, and son, Jonathon. Jim, Lisa and David were born in California.
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Waldemar Kapaun - Harriet Vance

Harriet Vance, Enderlin, N.D., and Waldemar Kapaun, Alice, N.D., were married in March of 1931 and came to the Pillsbury area that fall. They bought the Moe farm 31/2 miles south and 11/2 miles west of Pillsbury.

A son, Theodore, was born March 9, 1936. Because there was so much snow that year, they could not get to the hospital in Valley City, N.D., by car. They took the train from Pillsbury to Hannaford, transferred to the Soo Line and finally reached Valley City.

A daughter, Susan, was born January 13, 1940.

Theodore attended grades 1-4 at the Moe country school. That closed and he and Susan went to Pillsbury. The winter of 1948-1949 was a snowy one and both children missed a lot of school. Some days they rode horseback the 11/2 miles to Ken Burchill's andthen rode in with his family.

When the 7th and 8th grade teacher was unable to finish the term in the spring of 1948, Harriet taught until school was out.

Ted graduated from Pillsbury in 1953 and then went to Wahpeton State School of Science for 2 years. He worked as an auto mechanic in Hope, Fargo and in Seattle, Wash., until his death in 1976. He married Joyce Eggers, Galesburg, N.D., and they had two children, Marilyn (Mrs. Jim Curry),

Federal Way, Wash., and Roger, Seattle, Wash.

Susan graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1958. She was active in girls basketball, chorus and 4-H. She attended Valley City State College graduating with a BS in education in 1964. She taught in Cavalier, N.D.; Anoka, Minn.; Denver, Colo.; and St. Paul, Minn. She married Charles Taft and they now live in Kenmare, N.D., where he is pastor of Nazareth Lutheran Church. They have two children, Charles and Rachel.

The Kapauns were active members of Minnie Lake Lutheran Church,

Waldemar served on the Minnie Lake Township school board and was township assessor for many years. Harriet served as township treasurer. Waldemar passed away in 1978 and Harriet moved to Page in the fall of 1979 where she now lives.

Larry Kappel - Sally Nielson

Sally Ann (Nielson) Kappel was born September 4, 1946 in Fargo, N.D., to Allen and Patricia Nielson. She grew up on a farm located five miles west of Pillsbury and attended school in Pillsbury for 11 years. While in school she was active in many activities some of which were class officer, annual
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Front: Salley and Larry Kappel Back: Brad, Kristy and Michelle

staff, choir and ensembles, basketball, track and also attended Girl's State. She graduated from Valley City High School in 1964. After graduation Sally attended Wahpeton State School of Science in practical nursing and was employed by St. Luke's Hopsital in Fargo, N.D., for one year.

On September 27, 1966, Sally married Larry Kappel of Oriska. Larry was in the Navy and stationed in Key West, Fla. They lived there for 21/2 years until Larry's discharge. While there, daughter, Michelle Ann, was born on October 5, 1967.

In April of 1969 they returned to North Dakota where Larry began farming and raising sheep on his parents' farm near Oriska, N.D. Kristy Marie was born March 26, 1970. In 1972 they purchased the farm on which they now live.

Bradley John was born September 11, 1973. All three children attend or attended Oriska Public School. Michelle attends VCSC in Valley City, N.D.

They are members of Salem United Methodist Church, NDFU, Quarter Horse Association, and Oriska Parent's Organization. Sally is a leader and Kristy a member of the Flickerettes 4-H Club and Bradley is a member of North Valley 4-H Club. All .children participate in sports and music at school. Sally is also a member of the Prairie Hens Homemakers Club., Larry participates in Cutting Horse Competition.

Dean Karges - Lynnette Lindgren

Dean LeRoy Karges, son of Frank and Augustina Karges, was born in Hazen, N.D., on September 1, 1937. He attended school near Hazen before moving with his family to their farm in Minnie Lake Township in 1946. He then attended school at Minnie Lake, grades 4-8, and graduated from Pillsbury in 1955.

After graduating from Oak Hills Bible Institute near Bemidji, Minn., and attending Northwestern College in Minneapolis, Minn., Dean was drafted

into the Army in 1960. He spent two years in California and Germany and was able to travel to many European countries during "leave" time.

Marriage was the next event in Dean's life. He married Lynnette Lorraine Lindgren on October 5, 1963. Lynn, the daughter of Phillip (deceased) and Esther Lindgren, was born April 8, 1943. She graduated in 1961 from the Walsh County Agriculture School in Park River, N.D., and in 1963 from the Vocational School of Practical Nursing -affiliated with Swedish Hospital -- in Minneapolis.

Dean then went on to get a bachelor's degree in business from Valley City State College and a master's degree in accounting and business law from the University of North Dakota in 1972. He presently farms with his father, Frank; teaches part time at VCSC; is on the Oriska School Board; is involved in other school activities; and is a board member and Sunday School teacher at the First Baptist Church in Valley City, N.D. Lynn is involved in school and Christian Women's Club activities and is the pianist at First Baptist Church.

Dean and Lynn have two children. Joy Renae was born October 24, 1966. She went to the Pillsbury School until it closed in 1974 and graduated from Oriska in 1984 where she was in music, sports and 4H':. She presently attends Northwestern College in Minneapolis/St. Paul.

Blair, Dean ,was born June 23/1973 and attends Oriska Public School where he is involved in sports and music; He also works on the farm. Though most of Joy and Blair's activities have been in Oriska or Valley City, they have always enjoyed returning to Pillsbury or Colgate for DVBS and visits to Keyes Store.

Frank Karges m Augustina Engbrecht

Frank Earnest Karges was born to Earnest and Elma Karges on April 17, 1905 in Elmore, Minn.; while Augustina Sottone Engbrecht was born to John and Mary Engbrecht on a farm near Hazen and Stanton, N.D., on December 18, 1911.

Frank and Gustie were married October 6, 1936 in Bismarck, N.D. and farmed near Hazen. In 1945 they purchased their present farm in Minnie Lake Township and moved there in 1946. Frank's parents came and lived on the same farm until their deaths.

Frank is currently active on the farm, enjoys working in the shop, is a member of the First Baptist Church in Valley City, N.D., and has served on the township board in the past. Gustie has been involved in the Weimer Homemaker Club for over 25 years. She is also a member of the First Baptist Church and was a Sunday School teacher for a number of years.

Frank and Gustie have three children: Dean, Bonnie and Nita. Dean LeRoy, born September 1, 1937, lives with his family on the original farmstead, farms and teaches part time at Valley City State College.

Bonnie Marie was born January 16, 1943 in Mandan, N.D. She attended school at Minnie Lake, Pillsbury and Oriska before graduating from
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Seated: Joy Karges, Gustie and Frank Karges, Amy and Melanie Papworth.

Standing: Ruth Nelson,

Dave Nelson, Bonnie (Karges) Nelson, Nicole Nelson, Lynn and Dean Karges, Nathan Nelson, Nita (Karges) Papworth, Blair Karges and Dick Papworth.

Pillsbury in 1960. She then went to Northwestern College for two years and graduated from Oak Hills Bible Institute. Bonnie married David W. Nelson from Cohasset, Minn., on June 5, 1965 and became a LPN after attending nursing school at Grand Rapids, Minn.

Bonnie and Dave spent four years in France doing missionary work before moving to their present home near Bemidji, Minn., where Bonnie works as a nurse at the Bemidji Hospital and Dave teaches and counsels at Oak Hills Bible College.

Bonnie and Dave have three children. Ruth Colleen was born March 2, 1968, graduated from Bemidji High School in 1986 and plans to attend Oak Hills Bible College. Nathan Joel was born June 3, 1970 and presently attends Bemidji High School. Nicole Jean was born October 7, 1972 and attends a

middle school in Bemidji.

Nita Fae, Frank and Gustie's third child, was born December 13, 1945 in Hazen. She also attended school in Minnie Lake, Pillsbury and Oriska before graduating from Pillsbury in 1963. She is also a graduate of Oak Hills Bible Institute and Bryan College in Dayton, Tenn.

Nita married Richard Papworth from Lombard, Ill., on February 24, 1973. They spent six years in Iran doing missionary broadcasting before leaving in 1979 due to the political turmoil.

Dick and Nita presently live in Whittier, Calif., and are involved in a Christian radio ministry to the Iranians called the "Radio Voice of Christ." They also have two daughters: Melanie Joy, born June 13, 1977 and Amy Lyn, born August 12, 1979.

Arvin Keyes

Arvin Keyes was born in Pillsbury August 8, 1933 to Clarence and Florence (Hill) Keyes. He attended all 12 years of school in Pillsbury and

graduated valedictorian of the class of 1951. He lived in Pillsbury for 28 years.

In September of 1956 he joined the U.S. Army serving actively until 1958 and six years in the ready reserves.

He and his wife, Elsie, have three sons, Kevin, Gregg and Brian. They I ive in Aurora, Mo.

Clarence Keyes - Florence Hill

Clarence Keyes was born May 22, 1904 at Page, N.D., the son of Fred and Mary Keyes. He moved to Pillsbury in 1912 where he attended school, graduating in 1922. He attended NDSU for two years, worked in his father's grocery store and was employed by the Great Northern Railroad before he married Florence Hill on September 14, 1932.

Following their marriage, he owned and operated the Keyes Grocery Store on Main Street.

They had two children, Arvin and Nola, two grandaughters, three grandsons and two great

C:reg, Kevin, Brian, Ellie and Arvin Keyes.
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Florence and Clarence Keyes

grandaughters.

Clarence was involved in the community serving as treasurer of the Pillsbury Town Board for many years and treasurer of the Pillsbury Wildlife Club. His positive attitude toward life through his sense of humor is one of the many qualities he passed on to those who knew him. He owned and operated Keyes Store until the time of his death. He died June 13, 1985 at the age of 81. Burial was in the Page Cemetery.

Florence Hill was born February 16, 1910 at Tower City, N.D., to Harry and Myrtle Hill. She was raised and educated_ in Pillsbury and lived her entire life there. She married Clarence Keyes September 14, 1932 at Valley City, N.D. Florence died May 14, 1982 at the age of 72. Burial was in the Page Cemetery.

Fred Keyes - Mary Agnes Cook

Fred Keyes was born in Canada May 29, 1875. The family moved from Canada to Wheatland, N.D., where his father, David Keyes, farmed.

When Fred grew to manhood he worked several years for E.O. Stoudt at Page, N.D., in the General Mercantile Store.

On January 15, 1902 he married Mary Agnes (Mae) Cook of Piper City, III. To this union four

children were born at Page; Zella, Clarence,

Evelyn and Mervin.

In 1912 Mr. Keyes had a general store built in

Pillsbury, known as Keyes Store. The family moved from Page on June 5, 1912, living in part of the store for one and one-half years until their home was built.

July 22, 1919 Kenneth was born at home.

After graduation from high school, Zella worked for her father in the store for five years when she married Wesley Wittkop June 27, 1928. Mervin passed away February 23, 1929 after a short illness; 15 months later Evelyn passed away May 23, 1930 after a long illness.

Clarence attended the AC College in Fargo two years until the First State Bank here closed and had to return home. He worked on the section for one summer and then worked in the store when a cream station was installed in the back room of the store. Clarence married Florence Hill, September 14, 1932.

Kenneth attended UND, Grand Forks and joined Co. G at Valley City. They were training at a camp in Louisiana and one in Montana when war broke out and Co. G. was sent overseas to Guadacanal. He was injured by a sniper. After returning home he married Betty Johnson of Albion, Mich., April 18, 1946. They lived here for awhile, Kenneth helping in the store until January when they moved to Albion, Mich., where he was a plumber until retirement.

Mr. Keyes served on the school board for several years and as treasurer of the town. Mr. Keyes passed away December 26, 1940.

Mrs. Keyes and son Clarence continued on with the store until Mrs. Keyes became ill and she sold the store to Clarence. Mrs. Keyes passed away October 2, 1954.

Kenneth Keyes - Betty Johnson

Kenneth F. Keyes, son of Fred and Mary Agnes Keyes, was born July 22, 1919, in Pillsbury, N.D. He lived in the Keyes home on Linden Street. He attended Ellsbury School, graduating in 1937.

Kenneth enlisted in the National Guard, Co. G, 164th Infantry at Valley City, N.D., on October 20, 1940. The unit was Federalized, February 10, 1941, and sent--to-Camp Clairborne, Louisiana, for training. On August 12, 1945, he was discharged holding the rank of Tech. Sgt.

On April 18, 1946, he married Betty L. Johnson of Albion, Mich., at Valley City, N.D. They moved to Albion on January 7, 1947.

Kenneth retired September 10, 1984, from industrial and commercial construction as a plumber and pipe fitter.

Kenneth writes, "I have special memories of a favorite teacher (who, incidentally, roomed at our house), Ernest "Duke" Henderson - excellent teacher, athletic coach and Scoutmaster. We had great Scout camps at Ashtabula after school was over in the spring." He continues, "We are very pleased to know a park was named in honor of

Mae Keyes

Fred Keyes
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Clarence - and so quickly after his passing yet! Too bad the Keyes name couldn't have survived through the 75th at the business..."

Larry Kimble - Carol Himmerich

Front: Nicoie and JasonBack: Carol, Tracy and Larry Kimble

Larry Ray Kimble was born on July 11, 1942 at Page, N.D., the son of Voyed and Victoria Kimble. Larry and his family moved onto a farm near Pillsbury in 1952. Larry went to school in Hope and worked with his brother, Dick, and Uncle George. Larry has an older brother, Richard, from Sacramento, Calif., and two younger sisters, Sharon Eggert of-Barnesville, Minn., and Linda, who is deceased.

Carol Ann Himmerich was born December.20, 1943 at a farm near Rogers, N.D., the daughter of Jacob and Mathilda Himmerich. Carol is the youngest of eight children. She has four brothers and three sisters. Alton, Harry and Darlene live in Valley City. Janet and Robert live in Colorado and Ephriam and Betty are deceased. Carol graduated from North Central of Barnes High School in 1961. She worked in Valley City and Jamestown before going to California in 1965.

Larry and Carol met in Sacramento, Calif., in 1965 and were married March 12, 1966 at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Sacramento. They had four children by this marriage. Tony Lee was born on November 5, 1966 and died October 31, 1976. Tracy Wayne was born July 1, 1968 and Nicole Candace was born March 19, 1970, all in California. In May of 1970 the family moved back to the farm north of Pillsbury. In February of 1971 they moved into one of the elevator houses in Pillsbury. On April 1, 1971 Jason Peter was born.

All three Kimble children attend Hope Public School. Larry runs a backhoe business and also works at Koch Asphalt Plant.

Clayton Kingston - Mary Kraemer

Clayton Kingston, the third son of Tom and Jennie Kingston was born on February 2, 1921. He graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1939 and attended VCSTC.

He was a member of the National Guard, Co.

Clayton T. Kingston

G, 164th Infantry Battalion of Valley City, ND. He was inducted into Federal Service and was sent to Camp Clairborne, Louisiana, and served in the South Pacific. He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant for H. Co. (Jamestown, N.D.) as the 81 MM Mortar Platoon Leader. He was promoted to Captain as Co. Commander of E Co. (Williston, N.D.). He separated from the service, January of

1946.

Clayton attended NDAC in Fargo, graduated in 1948, then worked for Hormel in Austin, Minn. He worked as plant manager in Ft. Dodge, Iowa, and then 18 years at Austin as vice president in charge of the pork division.

He married Mary Kraemer from Ironwood, Missouri'. They have four children and five grandchildren. They retired in 1981 and moved to Washington State.

Gordon Kingston - Ethel Larsen

Gordon Kingston lived in Pillsbury from 1917 to 1935. He lived on a farm near town in Ellsbury Township. He attended school all twelve years and graduated in 1935 from Pillsbury High School.

Gordon's parents were Thomas and Jenny Kingston, farmers and I ivestock dealers.

Gordon served in the military from 1942 until 1946. He served in the South Pacific and attained the rank_ of a Captain.. He received. the Silver _Star medal, the Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts.

He and his wife, Ethel Larsen Kingston, have three daughters and reside in Olalla, Wash.

Maurice Kingston - Katherine Swick

Maurice went all his school years in Pillsbury and graduated in 1942. His father started him farming on the home farm which was just one mile south of Pillsbury.

He was married to Katherine Gladys Swick in 1943. They had two children, Thomas and Judith.

Maurice farmed and worked on the railroad for nine years. He quit the railroading and became the Standard Oil bulk agent until 1965.

He was also a member of the school board and a 4-H leader, besides being active in other com
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Stanley Kingston - Katherine Kingston

Front: Katherine, Judy Back: Thomas, Maurice

munity affairs. He started a tradition for his customers by acting "Santa" and giving candy to young and old around the Christmas tree in the center of town.

In 1965 he moved to Fargo and worked for Monroe Company. He was transferred to Minot, N.D., about one year later and lived there until his death in 1970.

Stanley and Gladys Kingston

Stanley Kingston was born in Pillsbury and at the age of six months moved with his family to a farm one mile south of Pillsbury.

He attended all his school years at Pillsbury and started farming on his own in 1944 in Ellsbury Township.

Stanley served in the Army from 1950-1952. After the service he returned to farming. In the winters he attended mechanical school in Fargo. In 1954 he moved to Minnie Lake Township where he still farms.

Stanley married Katherine (Swick) Kingston in 1971. They reside in Valley City in the winter and at the farm during the summers.

Thomas J. Kingston - Jennie Northridge

I

Front: Edith, Tom and Jennie Kingston, Jane Back: Maurice, John, Stanley, Gordon, Clayton

Thomas "Tom" J. Kingston was raised in an orphanage in New York. At age 14 he went to work

for a farmer in Riley, Kansas, working there for several years before going to Montana to
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homestead. Disliking the cold and loneliness he went to North Dakota where he knew he had some relatives.

Tom worked for different farmers, among them Henry Northridge. He fell in love with and married Henry's oldest daughter, Jennie, on April 13, 1916.

They farmed in Grand Prairie Township until Tom purchased the drayline in Pillsbury. He was also town marshall, which was, he used to tell his children, "Quite a full-time job by itself."

In the summer of 1927, Tom, Jennie and five sons, Gordon, John, Clayton, Maurice and Stanley, moved to a farm one mile south of Pillsbury. Two sisters, Jane and Edith, were born on the farm.

The boys farmed and Tom did trucking for the farmers. He was a Standard Oil bulk agent from 1934-1936.

Tom served on the town board, school board, was a director of the elevator and member of the Wildlife Club.

Jennie was the community "midwife." She was also a charter member of the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers Club, church board member, ladies aid member and Sunday School superintendent for 12 years.

In 1943 the Kingstons moved into Pillsbury just north of the school. Tom passed away in 1965, Jennie in 1983. Both are interred in Memory Gardens, Valley City.

Michael, Maury and Monica Kingston

Thomas was born July 10, 1944 to Maurice and Katherine Kingston at Northwood, N.D. He attended school at Pillsbury and graduated in 1962. After graduation he went to school in Grand Forks, N.D., Bismarck, N.D., and Valley City, N.D., returning to Pillsbury in 1965 where he was the Standard Oil agent. In 1971 he movedto Hope, N.D., combining two dealerships.

In 1983 Thomas again moved back to Pillsbury buying the bar, now known as "Tom's Place." Thomas has three children: Maurice, born

July 29, 1968; Monica, born August 17, 1970; and Michael, born January 24, 1972. Maurice graduated in May of 1986 from Hope Public School. Monica and Michael attend high school in Hope, N.D.

Jim Kirchner - Patty Ihry

Front: Tony, Jim Kirchner, MollyBack: Patty, Melinda, Martin

Jim Kirchner was born August 16, 1950, to Clarence and Eileen Kirchner. Jim spent his childhood years in West St. Paul, Minn., where his father worked for the school system. After graduating from high school in 1968 Jim went to work driving semi-truck over most of the mainland United States. He eventually landed a job based out of Steven's Point, Wis., hauling asphalt for a small road oil company named Asphalt Products. This job led to the opportunity of building an emulsion plant for Asphalt Products in North Dakota. Jim was in charge of choosing the site and overseeing construction of the facilities. Pillsbury was chosen for a variety of reasons: rail service, central locations to the Dakotas and Minnesota,-- etc. Construction began in the fall of 1974. In the spring of 1975 Jim moved into Pillsbury to stay. During the summer of 1975 Jim frequented the J&J Drive In owned at that time by Jackie and Jerry Jacobsen in Hope, N.D. There he met Patty Ihry one of eleven children of Elmer and Rosalie Ihry. Elmer farmed six miles outside of Pillsbury. Patty and Jim were married in 1976 at St. Agatha's Catholic Church in Hope, N.D.

Patty graduated from Luverne High School in 1974. She attended one year of college at Valley City State College, followed by a year at NDSU in Fargo. After her marriage to Jim she commuted from Pillsbury to Valley City until she completed her B.S. in education in chemistry and mathematics.

Patty taught school in Finley, N.D., for one year, but meanwhile the family was growing.
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Martin James was born in August 1977. Molly Beth was born in August 1979. Two children brought about the end of Patty's teaching career, and she became a full-time housewife. Next Anthony John was born in August 1981.

September of 1982, Jim was transferred to St. Paul, Minn., and assumed Northern Division Manager for Koch Asphalt (a company which had previously purchased the Pillsbury terminal). The family moved to Hastings, Minn., a small town outside the suburbs of St. Paul., where they presently reside.

In October 1985 Melinda Kay was born. Martin and Molly attend school at Hastings Parochial School. Tony and Melinda are at home.

Florence (Abraham) Kolstad

Florence (Abraham) Kolstad was born January 12, 1917 at Sabin, Minn. She moved with her parents to the Pillsbury area in 1917. She attended both grade and high school in Pillsbury, then attended Dakota Business College in Fargo,

N. D.

I n 1949 she was employed by the Farmers State Bank of Minnewaukan, N.D. She married Raymond Kolstad in 1956. In 1968 Florence retired from working at the bank.

Raymond passed away in 1975. In 1980 Florence moved to Valley City.

Gerald Klein - Judy Kingston

Judy Kingston Klein lived in Pillsbury, onehalf mile south on Highway 32 for most of her life. She attended PHS for eleven years, graduating from College High School in Valley City, N.D., in 1964. She is the daughter of Maurice and Katherine Gladys Kingston. Her father was a Standard Oil agent as well as a farmer and a worker on the railroad.

Judy married Gerald Klein on February 21, 1970. He is a car salesman at Larson Chevrolet in Valley City. They own Judy's Travel Service in Valley City, where they live.

J

Dale Larson - Betty Christensen

Front: Betty and Dale LarsonBack: Vicki and Marilyn

Dale and Betty (Christensen) Larson moved to Pillsbury in January of 1947. Dale was employed as a depot agent for the Great Northern Railway Company and Betty was a full-time homemaker. Betty is originally from Tioga, N.D., and Dale is from Donnybrook, N.D. Although they had planned a short stay in Pillsbury, they enjoyed the eastern half of North Dakota and stayed for 27 years.

While in Pillsbury they participated in various school, church, homemakers and 4-H activities. Each contributed to development of the community

through school board (Dale) and church and community projects.

Dale had his own business, in addition to serving as the depot agent. He operated Larson's TV and Repair Service from 1954 to 1969. A repair shop was added to the house to sell and service electrical equipment. Betty worked as a clerk at Keyes Store for five years.

Dale and Betty currently reside in Fergus Falls, Minn., where both are retired. They spend their winters in Mesa, Ariz.

While in Pillsbury, they raised two children. Marilyn, born in 1947, currently lives at Barrett, Minn., with her husband, Charles Leraas. They have four children, Krista, Murray, John and Garik. Marilyn works- with Project Head.start with the Homestart program. She works primarily with four-year-olds and their families. Charles farms_ and raises hogs in rural Grant County.

Their second daughter, Vicki, born in 1950, lives in Bismarck with her husband, Gary Neuharth. They have two sons, Tom and Grant. Vicki supervises home economics programs for the State Board for Vocational Education. Gary is employed by the U.S. Postal Service.

Marvin Larson - JoAnn Moderow

Marvin Larson from Fessenden, N.D., and JoAnn Moderow from Casselton, N.D., were married in Casselton, February 25, 1963.

Marvin went to work for Miller Elevator at Cathay, N.D., in 1951. In March of 1959 he became
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H.D. Leadbetter - Olive Bragg

Marvin and JoAnn Larson

the manager of the Pillsbury Elevator Company.

Their children are Bill, Hawaii; Jeff and Mark of Pillsbury; and James, who attends school at NDSSS.

Lewis and Florence Law

Lewis and Florence Law

Lewis and Florence Law moved to Pillsbury in 1922 from Luverne, N.D. They lived on what was called the "Drayton" farm 1/2 mile south and 11/2 miles west of town. Florence drove school bus for several years. There were six children in their family, Dorothy, Wilma, Leona, Orlin, Vernon, and Ellwin, who was born after they came to Pillsbury. The family later moved to the Luverne area, then to Seattle, Wash., where they worked at an Army base. They returned to North Dakota and settled in Valley City, N.D., to manage an apartment complex.

Lewis passed away in 1949, Florence in 1962. Three of the children are living at this writing, Wilma Kent of Page, N.D.; Vernon of Montebello, Calif.; and Ellwin in Phoenix, Ariz.

Harrison and Olive Leadbetter

Harrison Leadbetter was born in Wheatland, N.D., in 1903 and moved with his family to the Pillsbury area shortly after. He was one of the first students to attend the new Pillsbury school. On December 13, 1923, he married Olive Bragg at Moorhead, Minn. They farmed in Grand Prairie and Baldwin Townships before moving to Pelican Rapids, Minn., in 1956.

Harrison and Olive had five children: Kathleen, Kenneth, James, Evelyn and Dwayne.

James Leadbetter - Virginia Weaver

Front: Jim and Virginia LeadbetterJerry, James Jr., Randy, Janell

James Leadbetter and Virginia Weaver were both born in Barnes County. They were married in 1945. Virginia taught grades 1-3 in Pillsbury in 194344. They are parents of four children: Jerry, James Jr., Randy and Janell, and eight grandchildren. Jim and Virginia have lived in Grand Prairie Township on their present farm for 30 years.
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Jim Leadbetter Jr. - Marie Undem

Jim and Marie Leadbetter, Kristin, Michael, Jill

Jim Leadbetter Jr. was born and raised on a farm in Grand Prairie Township, the son of Jim and Virginia Leadbetter.

He went to school at Grand Prairie and Noltimier before graduating from Pillsbury High School in 1967. Jim played guard on the basketball team the year the Pillsbury Knights won the Barnes County Tournament in 1967. He went to Valley City State College and NDSU before he started farming in 1971.

Jim married Marie Undem on November 18, 1972 in Valley City. They have three children, Jill, Kristin and Michael and live on a farm in Noltimier Township.

Jerry Leadbetter - Pearl Mastin

Pearl, Adam, Lisa and Jerry Leadbetter

Jerry Leadbetter and Pearl Mastin were married April 8, 1983. Pearl is employed at Border States Electric as products manager. Jerry is president of Midwest Electric at Fargo, N.D. They have two children, Lisa Ann and Jeremy Adam.

They live at 3113 Edgewood Dr. Jerry attended school in Pillsbury from 1963-1965, graduating in 1965 as class valedictorian.

Randy Leadbetter - Barbara Caylor

Front: Barbara, Breanna and Randy LeadbetterBack: Trudy

Randy Leadbetter and Barbara Caylor were married at Carrington, N.D. on June 29, 1975. Randy is the owner of Randy's Electric at, Carrington. They have two children, Trudy Lynn and Breanna Louise.

Randy graduated from Pillsbury in 1970.

Leonard E. Lee - Della Medd

Leonard and Della Lee

Della Lorraine (Medd) Lee, daughter of W.J. and Mabel Louisa (Haynes) Medd, was born August 10, 1920 at Elliott, N.D. At four years of age she moved with her family to Walden, N.D. She attended rural schools through sixth grade and
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Top photo, front: Marcia and Amy SheggerudBack: Nathan, Darren, Virgil

Bottom photo: Norman Vangsness, Jayne, Marjorie

Pillsbury School from grades seven through ten. Shegraduated in 1937from Oakes, N.D.

When the family moved to Grand Forks, N.D., Della became a licensed hairdresser. She purchased a beauty shop in Northwood, N.D., in 1939. On April 26, 1942, she married Andrew Paul Haga. They had two children; Marjorie, born February 7, 1944; and Marcia, born July 5, 1945. They farmed until Paul's death in 1956.

Della then moved back into the town of Northwood and began working as a secretary at the school, a position she has held for thirty years. She married Leonard E. Lee, August 22, 1960.

Della has been church choir accompianist for eighteen years and is a handbell choir member of her church, which performs for groups in the area.

Olaf Lee - Emma Peterson

Olaf and Emma Lee are living in Hope after retiring from farming in 1979. Ole is the son of Peter and Mette Lee who immigrated to the U.S. from Norway in the 1890s. He is one of 12 children, 8 of which are deceased.

Emma is the daughter of Andrew and Margaret Peterson who immigrated to the U.S. from Sweden in the 1890s. They lived at Waverly,

Minn., before settling near Hope, N.D., to farm. Emma is one of nine children born to that marriage of which seven are deceased.

Ole and Emma had four children: David, Signe, Louise and Marjorie. David is a forestry engineer and lives in Billings, Mont. He has five children. Debbie married and lives in Pocatello, Idaho; Don lives in Billings, Mont.; Douglas is married and lives in Tulsa, Okla.; Diane is married, she has two children and lives in Billings, Mont.; and Dwight, married, has two sons and lives in Portland, Ore.

Signe is married to Leland Dammer and lives in Minot. They have three children. Mike is married and has two daughters and lives in Minot; Susie is married and has three children and lives in Williston; James is living at home; and Leland works for the city of Minot.

Louise is married to Phil Zerface and lives south of Hope on the Grandpa Peterson farm. They have three children. Roger is married, has three children and lives on the farm vacated by Ole and Emma. Mary is married, has one daughter and lives at Waconia, Minn. Karen has a daughter and lives in Fargo.

Marge is married to Ed Kainz and lives in Hope. They have five daughters. Sandy is married and has a son. They live in West Virginia. Sherry is married, they have three children and live near New Rockford. Shelley lives in Mayville. Vickie and Liz are living at home.

Peter Lee - Mette Johnson

Peter and Mette Lee's wedding picture.

Peter Johansen Lee (1870-1929) came to America from Norway in the 1890s and settled near
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Children of Peter and Mette Lee: Nora, Sig, Selma, Clara,Ole, Marie, June, John, Richard, Tina, Mrs. Lee and Pauline

Galesburg, N.D. He met Mette Johnson also from Norway, when they sailed on the same ship. Both worked for a farmer near Galesburg and while there, they married.

They then bought a farm (the present Glen Hanson farm) from Seth Curry, two miles north and two and one-half miles east of Pillsbury. They

lived there until their deaths.

The couple had twelve children: Clara Arntson, Sigward, Josephine Heegaard, Julia, Pauline Jones, Marie Reese, Johnny, Richard, Nora Hanson, Tina, Olaf and Selma Levin. They all attended school in Pillsbury except Clara and Josephine, who attended one of the country schools.

Richard Lee - Nellie Dailey

Richard Lee Family, front: Betty, Richard, Patty, Nellie, Gloria Middle: Glen, Robert, Peter. Back: Harvey, Richard.

Nellie B. Dailey of Verndale, Minn., and Richard Lee of Pillsbury, N.D., were married in 1924. Richard farmed in the Pillsbury area from 1926 through 1949. Following that period Nellie and Richard operated a restaurant in Pillsbury through the early 1950s. Richard also pursued the trucking and carpentry business until his retirement.

. Richard has been-a< member of the Eagles Club for 35 years, belongs to the Pillsbury Senior Citizens and was a past member of the Wildlife Club. He served as alderman for the city of Pillsbury and is currently serving his third, four-year term as Mayor of Pillsbury. Nellie died in July of 1976 and is buried at the cemetery i n Hope, N. D.

Richard and Nellie
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had eight children: Harvey of Detroit Lakes, Minn.; Richard "Dub" of Fargo, N.D.; Betty, Mrs. Lyle Barnard of Little Pelican Lake near Detroit Lakes, Minn.; Peter J. of Finley, N.D.; Robert of Milwaukee, Wis.; Glen of Seattle, Wash.; Gloria, Mrs. Gene Arend of Seattle, Wash.'; and Patricia, who died in an accident in 1955.

Richard's parents were long-time residents of the Pillsbury area. His father, Peter J. Lee, and mother, Mette Johnson, immigrated from Norway and were married in 1884. Peter and Mette homesteaded the old Lee farm northeast of Pillsbury. There were twelve children born of this marriage. There are four living children: Ole, Nora and Richard from the Barnes and Steele county areas and Pauline of Nebraska.

Nellie's parents, Andrew Jackson Dailey and Emerill Eshelman, married in 1882 and resided in Verndale, Minn. There were ten children born of this marriage. Nellie's brothers, Ray and Eugene, farmed and raised families in the Pillsbury area.

Richard and Nellie have 58 descendants including eight children, 25 grandchildren, 24 greatgrandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

Sigward and Peggy Lee

Sigward Lee resided in Pillsbury for several years. He was a brother to Richard Lee.

Sig and his wife, Peggy,.had four children. Richard is deceased. Eugene and his wife, Margaret, live, in Finley, N.D. They have three children: Larry, Sherry and Karen. Jeanette "Dolly" lives with her husband, Alan Erickson, in Bismarck, N.D. They have four children: Michelle, Dawn, Stephanie and Jessicca. Elaine and husband, Russell Johnson, live in Armour, S.D. They have two children: Terry and Matthew.

Both Sig and Peggy are deceased.

Arden Lemley Family

Arden Wayne Lemley was born at Hope, N.D., June 18, 1941, to George S. and LaMae (Cole) Lem ley.

He grew up and attended school in Pillsbury graduating in 1959. He served in the Air Force, following graduation.

Arden lives in Fargo, N.D., while serving as a letter carrier in Moorhead, Minn.

He has three children, Brian, Pillsbury, N.D.; Eric, Hope, N.D.; and Kristi, Portland, Ore.

Clarence E. "Tom" Lemley - Judith Olson

tiand~, A icki, TracN. Judy and Tom Leml~. T m

Front: Arden Lemley, KristiBack, Eric, Brian

Steve and Vicki Boutiette, Mike, Jill

Clarence Eugene Lemley was born April 24, 1925 in Ellsbury Township, the son of George A. and Francis (Walks) Lemley. He grew up in Pillsbury and in 1934 moved to Wimbledon, N.D., with his mother and sister, Amy. He entered the service in 1944 and received his high school diploma while in the service. He served in Germany during WW 11.

After the service he lived in Valley City where he worked at Leegard's gas station. On October 7, 1949 he married Judith Gail Olson of Sanborn, N.D., the daughter of Helen and Bennett Olson.

In 1950 Tom began managing the VFW Club in Valley City. He was a member of the club and also served in the DAV organization. In 1958 he served
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as state commander of the DAV.

The family moved to Wahpeton, N.D., after Tom bought the Trading Post Bar. They I ived there from 1961 until 1968 when they bought a small farm south of Pillsbury. They farmed for two years and then moved to Valley City where he worked for Nordquist Chevrolet.

In 1971 the family moved to Fergus Fall, Minn., where Tom became general manager of Rubin Klein Motors. After a short time there they moved to Fort Collins, Colo., where they owned an off-sale liquor store. They moved back to Valley City and bought the Clock Lounge Liquor Store. He served as a Barnes County commissioner from 1976-1979. He sold the lounge and set up business as T&T Excavating with his son, Tim. On November 29, 1979 he died. He is interred at Memory Gardens, Valley City.

Judy continued to live in Valley City after his death, working at the Paddock Lounge and the American Legion. She also participated in activities of the DAV and VFW Auxiliaries. Judy passed away on March 5, 1983. She is also interred at Memory Gardens.

In memory of Clarence Eugene Lemley, the DAV chapter in Valley City honored him by naming their chapter the Clarence E. "Tom" Lemley DAV Chapter. He was instrumental in organizing the chapter in Valley City when it first began.

Tom and Judy had four children. Vickie Lynn was born on March 13, 1950. She grew up and attended school in Valley City until 1961 when the

family moved to Wahpeton. She graduated from there in 1968. She attended UND for one year and then attended VCSC where she earned a BS degree in education in 1972. She married Stephen J. Boutiette of Kent, Minn., on December 4, 1970. Vickie's first teaching job was in 1973 when she taught the intermediate grades in Pillsbury. Steve and Vickie have two children, Jill, born May 30, 1975, and Michael Lee, born June 5, 1977. Vickie is presently teaching at Westside School, West Fargo, N.D., and Steve works for Pepsi-Cola of Fargo. Their children attend Horace Elementary, Horace, N. D.

Sandra Clair was born April 7, 1953. She graduated from high school in Valley City in 1971. While attending business college in Minot, N.D., she met Dale Schram from New Leipzig, N.D. They were married February 8, 1974. They presently farm as well as owning a dairy herd with his parents. They have two children, Jason, born June 24, 1977, and Corey Lee, born February 12, 1985.

Timothy James was born on July 1, 1958. He attended schools in Valley City, Wahpeton, Pillsbury and Fort Collins. He attended NDSSS for welding in 1978 and 1979. He returned to Valley City and worked for Farmers Union Oil Company. He resides at Lake Ashtabula.

Tracy Ellen was born October 12, 1960. She graduated from Valley City in 1978. After graduation she attended beauty college in Jamestown, N.D., and also attended fashion school in Denver, Colo. She resides in Valley City.

Clark Lemley - Susan Stromberg

Stromberg of Hope, N.D., daughter of Warren and Eleanor Stromberg. One week after their marriage, Clark took a position as assistant county agent in Bismarck, N.D. One and one half years late he was promoted to county agent in Emmons County, N.D.

Having an opportunity to return to the land, Clark and Susan moved back to the Pillsbury area in 1976 and began farming with his father. During the years since their marriage Susan taught elementary education in schools at Sterling, Hague and Page, N.D. In .1983 Clark and Susan. moved from the "Miller" farm, Section 5, to the home farm in Section 22 of..Ellsbury Township.

Three girls have been born to Clark and Susan, Laura Char (January 19, 1978); Lindsay Rae (August 16, 1980); and Lacey D'Hope (July 14, 1982).

Clark's sister, Michelle Ihry, resides in McVille, N.D.

Laura, Clark and Susan Lemley, Lacey, Lindsay

Clark Reed Lemley was born July 24, 1951, in Valley City, N.D., to Frank M. and Charleen (Wyckoff) Lemley. He attended Ellsbury Public School in Pillsbury and graduated from North Dakota State University in 1973 with a degree in Agricultural Engineering.

On June 23, 1973, Clark was married to Susan
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Frank M. Lemley - Ruth M. Gray

Ruth and Frank Lemley

Frank M. Lemley of Pillsbury was a farmer, a widower with two grown children, a son, Clark, and a daughter, Michelle. Ruth M. Gray, the daughter of Ben and Myrtle Gray of Page, N.D., was employed bythe bank in Page.

Frank and Ruth were married October 11, 1974 at Bismarck, N.D. They lived on the farm at Pillsbury until Frank's death, March 24, 1983. Ruth moved into Valley City in Juneof 1983.

Frank M. Lemley - Charleen Wyckoff

Charleen and Frank Lemley

Frank M. Lemley was born July 14, 1921, in Section 21, Ellsbury Township to George A. and Frances (Walks) Lemley. He was one of ten children born to George and Frances.

Frank grew up on the family farm located in Section 21, and attended school for a time in Minnie Lake School District #89. He graduated as valedictorian of Ellsbury School District #90 of Pillsbury in 1939. He served in the Army from 1942 until 1945.

On June 25, 1950 Frank married Charleen

Wyckoff. They moved to a farm home on Section 22, Ellsbury Township, and continued to farm in partnership with a brother, George. Frank and Charleen purchased the farm from Hamline University in 1963.

Two children, Clark Reed and Michelle Renee, were born to Frank and Charleen.

Frank and Charleen were members of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church. Charleen was clerk of Ellsbury Public School for many years as well as a member of the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers Club. Frank served as an Ellsbury Township officer for many years.

Both Frank and Charleen re deceased. They are interred in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

George A. and Frances (Walks) Lemley(Married on November 3, 1902.)

George A. Lemley was born at Morgantown, W. Va., May 24, 1867, the son of Samuel and Melinda (Alexander) Lemley. Frances E. Walks was born at Uxbridge, Dakota Territory, on April 18, 1885, : the daughter- of- James and -Elizabeth   (Arnold) Walks. The Walks family was part of a colony from Uxbridge, Ontario, Canada, who came to Dakota Territory in 1881.

George came to North Dakota in 1896 and taught school in Bottineau County. He later taught in District 80, Barnes County (1900-1901) and in District 56, Barnes County (1901-1902). In 1904-05 he taught in District 101 in Cass County

George and Frances were married November 3, 1902 at Valley City, N.D. They began farming in Minnie Lake Township, moving to Ellsbury Township, Section 21 in 1911. They purchased the farm from Mrs. E.E. Green. This farm was known as the Perry farm and was the site of the Ellsbury post office.

They had ten children. Melinda "Mae" born February 9, 1904, and died in 1942; James "Bud"
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George A. Lemley - Frances Walks

X"

was born May 16, 1905 and died in 1968; Clara was born September 25, 1908 and resides in Valley City, N.D.; Ida was born on January 6, 1915 and died in 1970; George was born on January 29, 1917 and died May 16, 1976; Samuel was born April 27, 1918 and is living in Fargo, N.D.; Frank, born July 14, 1921 and died in 1983. Amy was born November 15, 1922 and lives in Cooperstown, N.D.; Clarence "Tom," born April 24, 1925 died in 1979; Marcus "Marc" was born April 24, 1927. He lives in Hope, N.D. Mr. Lemley died in 1947 and Mrs. Lemley in 1958. Both are buried in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

George S. Lemley - LaMae Cole

George S. Lemley

George Sylvester Lemley, son of George A. and Frances (Walks) Lemley was born January 29, 1917. He graduated from Pillsbury High School. He married LaMae Cole, daughter of Fredrick Cole and Cynthia Baker Cole on February 8, 1941 in Finley, N.D. LaMae was born on October 17, 1922.

After their marriage they lived at Pillsbury for a short time before moving to Hope where George worked for Ole Jonason in his garage. In the fall of 1948 they moved 11/2 miles north of Pillsbury when George rented land from Mrs. Agnes Miller. They continued to live and farm there until his death in 1976. LaMae then-moved into Pillsbury where she still resides.

They had four children, Arden, Sheryl, Michael and Gayle.

Mr. Lemley is buried in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

Marcus Lemley - Joan Lindeman

Mark Lemley was born April 24, 1927 at Pillsbury, N.D., the youngest son of George and Francis (Walks) Lemley. After attending school in Pillsbury, Mark entered the Army in 1945. He served in Korea returning to Pillsbury in 1947 to farm.

Mark married Joan Lindeman, daughter of

Mark and Joan LemleyMurray, Craig, Jody, Cindy, Todd, Caryn

Florence and Adolph Lindeman, of Hope, N.D., in 1951. After their marriage he farmed north of Hope in Sherbrooke Township. He raised small grains and specialty crops as well as raising sheep. During those years Mark was a 4-H leader, served on the county Farm Bureau Board and was township clerk.

In 1969 the family moved into Hope and Mark began work as an insurance agent. Over the years, both on the farm and in town, Mark has served in the Republican Party, acting as precinct chairman and in various district offices. He is a member of the VFW of Valley City, N.D., and the Hope American Legion, serving on the drill team for several years. Mark has served on the Hope City Council and was on the Centennial Committee for Hope's celebration in 1982. Mark and Joan are longtime members of Trinity Lutheran Church where Mark i s treasurer.

Mark and Joan have six children. Murray, the oldest, was born in 1951. Upon graduation in 1969 he attended NDSU in Fargo, N.D., studying architecture and humanities. During college he worked as a photographer for the newspaper and was editor of the yearbook. He has worked as a -free-lance-photographer-.and graphic designer. Because of his work he has traveled extensively in the United States and Europe. His work has been exhibited in museums and galleries. Murray now resides in Seattle, Wash., where he is a sales representative for Atomic Press.

Craig, born in 1952, graduated from Hope and attended UND at Grand Forks, N.D., for one year before entering the U.S. Navy. After serving four years in the Navy he returned to school at Moorhead State University in Moorhead, Minn. He graduated from Western Washington University, Bellingham, Wash. Craig married Carol Thomas of Seattle, Wash., in July of 1984. They are expecting their first child in 1986. Craig and Carol reside in Seattle, Wash., where he is vice president and purchasing agent for Daniel Smith Inc.

LaMae Lemley
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Jody, the oldest daughter, was born in 1953. She graduated from Hope in 1971 and attended UND. After graduation she lived and worked in Vail, Colo., at a ski resort. She attended the Denver Institute of Para-Legals and now works for the Sherman and Howard Law Firm of Denver, Colo. She married William Hunnicut of Denver.

Cynthia, born in 1958 also enrolled in UND after graduation. She married Tim McKay, son of Marlys Arneson and the late Willis McKay, in 1977. Tim manages the Cargill Elevator at Minot, N.D., and Cindy is continuing her studies on a part-time basis at Minot State College. They have two sons, Austin Taylor, born September 29, 1977, and James Mark, born September 30, 1981.

Todd was born in 1962. He participated in sports in high school. His interest in music helped him while working at the college radio station. He graduated from UND with a degree in computer science. He now resides in Walnut Creek, Calif., and is a network engineer for Northern Telecom.

Caryn, the youngest, graduated from high school in 1985. While in school she participated in music, serving as pianist for the musical groups at programs and contests. She is enrolled at UND.

Michael Lemley - Joan Feilmier

Front: Joan, Brad, AnnieBack: Michael George "MG" Mike Lemley

Michael John Lem ley, the third chi Id of George and LaMae (Cole) Lemley, was born April 12, 1946. He attended grades one through eleven at Pillsbury and graduated from Hope School in 1964. He holds a B.S. in pharmacy from NDSU.

Michael married Joan Feilmier, from Nebraska, in 1970. They have three children Michael George, Bradford Joseph and Anne Elizabeth.

Michael worked in Illinois and Colorado before moving to Montana. He has worked in pharmacy and pharmaceutical sales. They owned a pharmacy for eleven years in Billings, Mont. Presently, Michael is a sales representative for Pfizer Labs.

Samuel A. Lemley

Samuel Lemley

Samuel A. Lemley was born at the western edge of the Agazziz Glacier track in East Central North Dakota April 27, 1918. He was the sixth child out of ten born to George A. and Frances (Walks) Lemley.

Sam attended grade and high school at Pillsbury. Upon completion of high school he traveled to the eastern United States, returning to North Dakota where he worked on his father's farm until 1939.

In the fall of 1939 he obtained an athletic scholarship at the Billings Polytechnic Institute. At that same time he also joined the Montana National Guard and on September 16, 1940 was called into active duty. He was stationed at Fort Lewis, Wash., and Fort Benning, Ga., being trained as a combat aircraft pilot and bomber pilot. His first overseas assignment was in England where he flew bombing missions over Europe. He was shot down and spent approximately seventeen months as a Prisoner of War in Germany adjacent to the Baltic Sea.

After repatriation to the U.S. in July of 1945, Sam was assigned to various supervisory positions in the comptroller field. June 1, 1966 he retired from the Air Force in the grade of Colonel.

Sam is presently living in Fargo. He has three sons, Mark of Manzanita, Oregon; Scott of Anchorage, Alaska; and--Kevin presently living in Germany. He also has one grandson, Cane, Mark's son.

Edward Levin - Selma Lee

Edward C. Levin, son of August and Ida Levin, was born April 17, 1905 in Sweden. Ed was the only child of four to come to America. He sailed on "The Dotting Holm" in 1924. He made his first home in America with his uncle, Victor Swanson, in Grantsburg, Wis., where he worked on the farm, spending winters on the timber lines.

An advertisement in The Farmer magazine caught his eye--Wanted: Man for farm work. No
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Front: Janice, Selma and Ed Levin, Nancy.Back: Sue Carol, Doris, Lawrence, Bob, Charles, Marilyn, Rita.

milking. Albert Borstad, Page, N.D.--and in 1928 Ed came to Pillsbury. He worked for Mat Murphy, who lived just south of the present Randy Jess farm. At one time he worked for Homer Smith as wel I as others.

In 1933 he married Selma J. Lee, daughter of Peter and Mette (Johnson) Lee. They lived on her parents' farm, now the Glen Hanson farm, and other area farms besides living in the town of Pillsbury.

Ed-worked-on highway crews until he. went. back to farming with Selma's father where they lived until they bought the farm Ed still lives on, the "Old Lemley Place" in 1941. Selma died on January 21, 1984.

Ed and Selma had nine children. Doris, Mrs. Mike McIntosh of Petaluma, Calif., has four

children, Dean, Lance, LeAnne and Kevin and four grandchildren. Lawrence and his wife, Kathryn, are on the home farm. They have six children, Barbara, David, Christine, Karen, Daniel and Edward and nine grandchildren. Marilyn, Mrs. Cal Moore, lives in Scappose, Ore. She has three girls, Joy, Julie and Callie and three grandchildren. Robert and his wife, Alice, live in Thief River Falls, Minn., with their two children, Marty and Cindy. Charles and wife, Evelyn, of Scappose, Ore., have two sons, Bradley and Greg._ Janice and her husband, Jack Fuller, live in Arthur, N.D. Sue Carol Egerdahl of Moorhead, Minn., has three sons, Todd, Tracy and Travis. Rita, Mrs. Roy Gray of El Paso, Tex., has two children, Cory and Andrea. Nancy, Mrs. Brent Stewart, lives in Black Creek, Wis.

Lawrence Levin - Kathryn Neys

Front: Lawrence and Kathy Levin. Middle: Christine, Karen, Edward,Jackie, Barbara. Back: Mike, Daniel, Chester, David, James.

Lawrence E. Levin, son of Edward and Selma  and since has been farming the home farm. In 1970

(Lee) Levin was discharged from the Navy in 1956  he was married to Kathryn Neys McBeain. They
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Lawrence and Kathy Levin, Eddie

lived at the Ed Barr farm for six years before building a new home just north of the home farm near Pillsbury.

They have six children and nine grandchildren. Barbara, the oldest is married to James Jacobs of Detroit, Mich. They have three very red-haired girls. Barb graduated from Hope High School and VCSC and hopes to teach some day. David attends college at the University of Minnesota. He is married to Jackie Rhone and they have two boys. Christine is married to Mike Schol of Northwood, N.D. They have a son and a daughter. Karen, Mrs. Chester Flaagan of Tolna, N.D., lives on a farm near Tolna. They also have a son and daughter. Daniel is still in college at NDSU and also works at the North Hornbachers Store, planning to pursue this as his career. Edward is still at home and attends Hope High School.

Henry Lutjens Family

Hank Lutjens

Henry "Hank" Lutjens, son of Katerina and Wilhelm Lutjens married Melinda Mae Lemley, daughter of George A. and Frances Lemley, in 1921. They lived in Pillsbury the remainder of their lives.

They had seven children. Vernon James, born

Vernon, Bette, Jack, Susie and Henry(Surviving children of Henry and Melinda Lutjens.)

in 1921, lived in Pillsbury from birth until high school graduation in 1939. He entered military service in September of 1940 and served 42 months overseas in the South Pacific until his discharge in 1945. He returned to military service during the Korean War, serving as a Lieutenant during a 23month stay. He attended NDSU, graduating in 1949 with a civil engineering degree. He worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineering at Garrison Dam and the San Francisco, Calif., office from 1949-1956. Beginning in 1956, he worked for the U.S. Air Force at March Air Force . Base, Calif., until his retirement as Chief Engineer in 1980. He and Doris Thompson, Hoople, N.D., were married in 1948. They have three children, Sheryl, Douglas and Beth, all California residents. Vernon and Doris are retired and live at Canyon Lake, Calif.

Anne Marie, born in 1923, died in infancy.

Elizabeth "Bette", born in 1924, grew up in Pillsbury and attended school there until her marriage in 1941 to Gordon Skjefte. They farmed near Pillsbury until 1947 when they purchased a farm ten miles from Oakes, N.D. They have four children, Verne, who farms the family farm; Denise of Fargo, N.D.; Dennis of Abilene, Texas; and Janel of Oakes, N.D.

John "Jack" was born in 1925 and lived in Pillsbury until he entered military service in 1943, serving in Europe until his discharge in 1945. Jack and his first wife, Helen Linerud, were married in 1943 and have five children all of whom live in North Dakota. They are Diana, Dale, John, Keith and Rodney. Jack recently retired from his career as a post office employee and lives with his wife, Charlotte, in West Fargo, N.D.

Henry "Huns" was born in 1926 and lived in Pillsbury until he entered military service in 1944. He became a 20-year career Navy man, spending much of that time as a submarine sailor. Following his Navy retirement he was a civilian employee of the Naval Ordinance Test Station in China Lake, Calif., until his recent retirement. He married Lorraine Workman and they have three children, Julie, Bill and Scott, who live in California. Huns and Lorraine now live in San Diego, Calif.
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Dorothy Mae, born in 1930, died in 1932.

Marilyn "Susie" was born in 1934 and lived in Pillsbury until 1955. Susie graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1952 and attended Valley City State College. She taught school in Minnie Lake and in Litchville, N.D. Susie married Mike Larson of Luverne, N.D., and moved to California

in 1963 and then to Scottsdale, Ariz., in 1971. Their three children, Carey, Cameron and Calvin all live in Scottsdale. Susie taught school in California and now sells real estate in Scottsdale, where she lives with her husband David Hlebechuk, whom she married in 1985.

Wilhelm Lutjens Family

Front: Wilhelm and Katerine Lutjens. Back: Henry, Gus, Bill, Erna and Annie.

Wilhelm and Katerine Lutjens came to America from Germany in 1904, along with their five children, William, Ernastine, Gustave, Henry and Annie. They lived around Mr. Vernon, S.D., until 1912, then spent five years in Minnesota, returning to Mr. Vernon in 1917. Two more children were born to them, John and Mary, who both died in infancy. Annie died in 1918.

About 1918 they moved to Pillsbury and pur

chased the butcher shop. In those days, Wilhelm would butcher the animals on the farm and do the processing back at the shop.

In the summer of 1936, Katerine passed away of a "sun stroke." Wilhelm continued in the butcher shop until 1938 when he retired and moved to Mitchell, S.D., to live with his son, Gus. He remained there until his death.

Glen Lysne - Jenine Olson

Glen Lysne, formerly of Kensal, N.D., married Jenine Olson on July 27, 1975. She is the daughter of Archie and Lorraine Olson of Oriska.

.Glen graduated from Kensal High School in 1970 and Valley City State College in 1973. He taught fourth grade at North Central of Barnes- for four years. He now farms the Archie Olson farm.

Jenine graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1971 and from Valley City State College in 1975. She taught at Oriska for seven years.

Glen and Jenine have three children. Amy Lynn was born on May 7, 1978. She attends Oriska Public School. Jill Marie was born August 12, 1981 and Kurt Robert was born February 22, 1983.

Jill, Amy, Curt, Glen and Jenine Lysne
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Dennis McGuire - Carol Hager

Dennis Jr., Carol, Dennis Mcquire, Tammy

Dennis McGuire was born May 22, 1941 at Minot, N.D. He was the second child of a family of six born to, Wilbur and Lois McGuire. He attended .grade school at Lone Tree and Des Lacs, N.D. They moved to Valley City, N.D. in 1954, where he graduated from high school. He met Carol Hager in Devils Lake, N.D. They were married on August 17, 1963.

Dennis custom combined with his father from 1964 until 1971. They made their home in Valley City, until moving on the Lyle Larson farm where he worked from 1972 until 1980. In 1980 they moved to Pillsbury where Dennis is employed at the Miller Elevator Co.

They have two children. Tammy was born March 1, 1965 in Livingston, Mont. Dennis Jr. was born October 1, 1968 in Valley City.

Carol Hager was born to John and Emma Hager, December 11, 1944 at Devils Lake, N.D. They made their home in Minnewaukan, N.D., where Carol lived and went to school. Carol had eight sisters and four brothers.

Their daughter, Tammy, attended Valley City, _Pillsbury_ and Luverne grade _schools. She graduated from Hope High School and attended VCSC for three. years. _She is living in Detroit Lakes, Minn.

Dennis Jr. attended grade school in Luverne until the family moved to Pillsbury, he then went to Hope Public School.

Frank McKay - Verda Hill

Frank R. McKay was the manager of the Pillsbury Elevator for approximately 25 years and lived most of his life in the Pillsbury area.

He was born in Baldwin Township July 3, 1904 and attended the Baldwin School. He married Verda Hill of Erie, N.D., on January 5, 1927. The couple made their home in Pillsbury except for a brief move to New Rockford, N.D., where Frank

managed a country elevator.

Returning to Pillsbury in 1930, Frank became the manager of the Pillsbury Elevator and both he and Verda became involved in community life. Having taught school previously in Luverne, Verda now did substitute teaching for the Pillsbury Public School and kept books for the elevator. The couple was interested in community sports; Frank

Frank and Verda McKay with granddaughters,Penny and Lori Plaisted.

managed an independent basketball team as well as an amateur baseball team.

In 1954, Frank and Verda McKay left Pillsbury and moved to Pickert, N.D., where they had purchased the grain elevator. They kept many friends and relatives in the Pillsbury area and continued to have farming interests there until their deaths in 1975 and 1976. The McKays had a daughter, Beverly (Mrs. Glen Plaisted) of Finley, N.D., and one son, Willis, who died in 1978.

George and Anna McKay

George and Anna McKay

George and Anna McKay were married December 21, 1915 and lived all their lives in North
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Dakota, most of it farming in Baldwin and Ell sbury townships. George moved buildings for a while when they I ived in the parsonage in Pillsbury.

During and after World War II, Anna and several other ladies managed to keep the Presbyterian Church going. She used to clean the church and put in flowers. She also taught Sunday School for years. The ladies aid, of which she was a member, did a big share of helping finance the church.

George and Anna had four children: Cliff McKay and his wife, Ruth, live in Hopkins, Minn. They have five children: Shirley, Janet, Mary, David and Bruce. All are married and live in the Minneapolis area. They also have seven grandchildren. Gladys and husband, Jack Carney, live in Santa Rosa, Calif. They have two children: Jeff, who lives in San Francisco, Calif.; and Joni who lives in Santa Rosa. Bonnie and her husband, Harold Hay, are both deceased. They lived in Petaluma, Calif. They had two children, Sandee, who lives in Santa Rosa, and Greg, who is deceased. Virginia and Larry Hull live in Santa Rosa, Calif. They have two married daughters, Debbie, living in Cloverdale, Calif., and Cindi, living in Dubten, Calif.

Lyle T. McKay - Ila McKee

crafts, cooked for 11 years at the school and was a homemaker's club member for45 years.

Their children are twins, June (Moe) and Jean (Rock); Ted, all from Vancouver, Wash.; and Terry who lives in Billings, Mont.

Lyle passed away in November of 1981. Ila makes her home in Vancouver, Wash.

Terry now owns the farm in North Dakota.

Neil McKay - Ethel Johnson

- Front: Ila and Lyle McKay. Back: June, Terry, Jean and Teddy

Lyle T. McKay, son of Neil McKays of Baldwin Township, and Ila McKee, daughter of Jap McKees, were married in 1929.

Lyle graduated from high school in Valley City, N.D., and Ila graduated from Baldwin High School after attending Pillsbury for 10 years.

After their marriage they lived on several farms and farmed through the dust bowl years. In 1942 they bought the C.O. Smith farm, one mile east of Pillsbury. They lived there 30 years. Lyle farmed and raised horses, was a school board member and an assessor for many terms as well as being a member of the Wildlife Association. I la did

Ethel and Neil McKay on their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

Neil McKay and Ethel Johnson were married January 5, 1929 and lived in the Pillsbury area where Neil farmed and worked for the Miller Elevator Company.

They had four daughters. Dona, married to Ralph Norman, now lives in El Sobrante, Calif., where Ralph was in construction and is now retired. They have two children, Roxanne a R.N., married to Brian Miner, and David, living at home and attending college. Connie, the second oldest, is married to Robert lhry and lives in Fargo, N.D. Jackie is married to Reed Washburn and has an upholstery shop in her home. Another daughter, Judy, twin sister of Jackie, passed away October 2, 1955.

After Neil's death in 1980 Ethel moved to Hope where she is now living. Neil and Judy are interred in Woodbine Cemetery, Valley City, N.D.

Neil McKay - Elizabeth Sowden

Neil McKay, when a young man, came with his two brothers, Hector and Rod, from Canada in the late 1800s. He filed a claim in the territory that is now Baldwin Township. The first claim he filed on was jumped as he wasn't yet 21. After he became of age, he filed on a claim now known as the Ackley farm. He built a sod shanty there.

On March 12, 1891 Neil married Elizabeth Sowden, daughter of George Sowden who ran a flour mill near Valley City, N.D. They continued to live on the farm. Here six of their children were
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Front: Blanche, Geneva, Mrs. Elizabeth McKay, Jessie, Katherine.

Neil McKay  Middle: Luvia, Lyle, George, Vern, Emma. Back: Frank, Lyle, Neil, Clarence.

Mary (Mrs. Roderick) McKay

born, George, Katherine, Jessie, Vern, Robert and Emma.

Needing a larger house they traded claims and moved onto Section 14 now owned by Jeanne Diemert. They purchased more land, also seven more children were born to them, Luvia (1903), Frank, Lyle, Neil, Blanch, Clarence and Geneva (1913).

Neil was instrumental in getting the Baldwin Consolidated School built to educate the children at home, rather than sending them to Valley City.

The McKay children all grew up and married. George farmed in Baldwin Township until he retired. He married Anne Nelson and they had four children, Clifford, Gladys, Bonnie and Virginia. Katherine was a teacher. She married Rueben Barr who farmed south of Pillsbury. They had two sons, Kelly and Russel. Jessie married Lawrence Grebb who farmed near Valley City. They had five children, Gordon, Harold, Iva, Dorothy and Vione. Vern and wife Meg, farmed at Sheoma, Alberta, Canada. Their three sons are Stanley, Don and Marvin. Bob also farmed in Canada with his wife Doreen. Emma taught school. She married V.A.

Watson, a teacher and later administrator of the Veterans Hospital in Fargo. They had two sons, Bob and Virgil. Luvia married Marvin Flatt. They farmed in the Baldwin and Hope areas. They had four sons, Wesley, Merle, Glenn and Marvin Jr. Blanch taught school and later married Carl Christianson. They farmed near Langdon, N.D. They had four children, Marvel, Betty, Dean and Carmen. Frank married to Verda Hill, was a manager and later owner of a grain elevator. They had two children, Willis and Bev. Lyle married Ila McKee and theyfarmed in the Pillsbury area. They had twin daughters and two sons, June, Jean, Ted and Terry. Neil married Ethel Johnson. He too farmed in this area. They had four daughters, Dona, Connie, and twins Judy and Jackie. Clarence and wife Doris lived in California. Their children are Steve, Pat and Robin. Geneva married Vivien Visby and they farmed in the Hope area. They had three children, Betty Jo, Kaye and Jerry.

The only decendents from the McKay's that still farm in Baldwin Township are Merle Flatt and sons. Merle is Luvia's son.

One daughter, Velma, married Lester Smith. They continue to live on their farm near Pillsbury during the winter months.

Martin "Jap" McKee - Minnie Stuve

Martin Jasper "Jap" McKee and Minnie Stuve were both born and raised in Iowa in the 1880s. They married in 1906 and lived in Iowa until 1913 when they moved to Minnesota. Jap came to North Dakota in the fall of 1915 as a farm laborer. He worked two harvests for Mike Lee on his threshing rig. He moved his family to North Dakota in the spring of 1917. Jap first worked as a farm laborer then worked for Nick Randon as a carpenter for

Roderick and MaryMcKay moved fromAyr, N.D., to a farmsitenorthwest of Pillsbury.They had two sons atthis time. The familythen moved to Colgate,N.D., where two girlswere born. I n 1913 theymoved back to the farm.Due to Mary'shealth, Roderick movedhis family to Oregon.They stayed there forthirteen years beforereturning to the farm.
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many years. He farmed in Baldwin and Ellsbury townships.

In the early 1940s Jap and Minnie moved to Oregon. Jap passed away in 1944, Minnie in 1977. They are both buried in Oregon.

They had five , children, Louis (deceased)

Jap McKee

McKee Children

married Helga Jacobsen (deceased). They farmed near Luverne. Eva married Malcolm McKay, son of Dan McKays. They live in Careywood, Idaho. Ila married Lyle, McKay (deceased), son of Neil McKays. Ila is now living in Vancouver, Wash. Velma (deceased) married Al Gloe and lived in Waukesha, Wisc., for many years. Addrain married Francis Clark (deceased) of Hope, N.D. She lives intake Maude, Minn

William Medd - Mabel Haynes

William Joseph Medd was born in Bemington, Iowa, near Waterloo, June 6, 1884, son of John R. Medd and Ida Elizabeth Stoner. He was the oldest of four children, William, John, Ida Jane and Ira. He was talented musically. At age 12 he made a violin for himself, conducted church choir and played the organ. In school. at that time music was taught solely by the do-re-mi. He learned to play many instruments and joined bands wherever he lived. He sang in church groups and served as director when needed.

In Waterloo, as a young man, he delivered milk

Wedding picture of William and Mabel Medd taken June 17, 1908.

Bill and Mabel Medd

for a dairy with a horse-drawn milk wagon and also worked for a dreyl ine.

After coming to Lisbon with his parents he farmed with his dad. He married Mabel Haynes, June 17, 1908 and Later when the farm was sold, they lived in Elliott, N.D., where he worked at a lumber yard and then managed a grain elevator there. He continued in this capacity at Walden, Pillsbury, Glover, Grand Forks, Karnak and Monango. On retirement he purchased a home in Oakes and in 1960 moved to Portland, Ore., where a daughter lives.

Will was a good machinist and liked .automobiles. He owned one_ of the early Model-T Fords, then a number of Chevrolets. He was always pleased with the speed and power of each new model.

Mabel Louisa Haynes was born in Merricourt, N.D., September 17, 1889, to Arthur H. Haynes and Lucy Ann Tyler. Other children were: Ellen, George, Arthur and Warren. She learned to be an excellent cook, housekeeper and seamstress. She earned pin money sewing clothes for others and also sewed most of her own and the children's garments. She could play piano and always enjoyed music.

She was creative in art work and crocheted and embroidered many items. Mabel liked gardening and all things of nature.

The children of Will and Mabel were all born in

Minnie McKee
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Elliott. They are Edith, Mrs. Palmer Davis, Portland, Ore.; Walter, deceased at age 28; Della, Mrs. Leonard Lee, Northwood, N.D.; and Glenn, Portland, Ore.

Mr. and Mrs. Medd were of Methodist faith and served their church in many ways with music, teaching Sunday School, Ladies Aid and Youth Group advisors.

In 1958 they celebrated their 50th wedding

anniversary with an open house party at their home in Oakes.

Mr. Medd passed away in 1962, age 78, and Mrs. Medd died in 1970, age 81. Both are buried at Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery, Portland, Ore.

. They are survived by three children and six granddaughters.

Joe Miller - Alva Baker

Alva Baker grew up in Pillsbury. She graduated from high school in 1952 and in June of that year joined the Navy and spent three years stationed at Bainbridge, Maryland. She worked as a dental technician where she met her husband, Joe Miller. In 1955 they were married and lived in New Jersey for several years. Their three sons were

born there. They now live in North Carlolina. At present they have two grandchildren, who live in Arizona.

In 1981 Alva graduated from Piedmont College, a school of practical nursing. Currently she is employed at a child development center.

Alfred Mitzel - Agnes Anderson

Agnes Anderson

was born January 9, 1940 to Ruby and Ernest Anderson at Hope, N.D. She lived with her parents on a farm six miles south and one

mile east of Hope: In

1945 they moved on the Mike Lee farm (21/2 miles north and east) of Pillsbury. Agnes helped her father on the farm during her junior and senior

high school years.

Agnes attended school in Pillsbury all 12 years, along with her one brother and four sisters. During those years she was in music, track, plays and other activities. She graduated in a class of six girls in 1958. After graduation she worked at the Johnson Store in Hope. In 1959 she enrolled in VCSC taking a course in secretarial work.

Agnes married Alfred Mitzel, from the HopeLuverne area, on June 30, 1960. They moved to his family farm, four miles north, three east and one north of Pillsbury. They raise wheat, barley and

Front: 1)arla, Jolelta, Agnes, Julie, Janelleand Denise; hack: Alfred, Curtis Zerface,Dustin and Michael Severson

sunflowers. They fed cattle until 1982. In 1986, they received the Steele County Farm Conservation award recognition on this farm.

The Mitzels have five.da.ughters:_Julie, born-.in 1962 is married to-Curtis Zerface. They live in Hillsboro, N.D. Janelle, Mrs. Michael: Severson, has two children, Dustin and Betsy. They live in Hope, N.D. Joletta, born in 1965 lives in Fargo, N.D. Denise, born in 1970 and Darla, born in 1972 are enrolled in Hope High School.

In 1985 Al and Agnes celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary with a barbecue in their back yard with many friends and relatives attending.

Alfred belongs to church and community organizations and activities. He is a member of the Steele County Township Officers Association. Agnes is organist of the Catholic Church in Hope as well as participating in community and school activities, serving as president and secretary of Music Mothers, and of Guild and homemakers.

The past year they have worked on the

Bets) Severson
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Pillsbury Jubilee book.

Julie, Janelle and Joletta attended Luverne Grade and High School until 1979 when the high school closed. They then went to school in Hope. Denise and Darla attended school in Luverne until 1981 when they enrolled in Hope.

Samuel Morgan - Elizabeth Burchill

attended Pillsbury grade school and Violet graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1939.

Thomas Morgan - Mavis Anderson

Sam and Elizabeth Morgan with daughters, Marian, Betty

In 1899 Elizabeth Burchill and her brother, Solomon, from Clonakilty, Ireland, stepped off the train at Valley City, N.D., to come to the Bill Burchill farm to work. Elizabeth was 151/2 years old and Sol was 23. Bill Burchill wasmarried to their sister, Sarah.

After ten years in America, Elizabeth returned to Ireland for a short time. On this trip she met Sam Morgan. She then returned to the United States, working as a maid in cities in the East and then back to Barnes County again.

In 1910 Sam Morgan came from Ireland to Barnes County. He and Elizabeth were married in March of 1913 and started farming on the Jim Burchill farm south of Luverne, N.D. Two daughters were born here, Marian on July 26, 1914 and Elizabeth "Betty", Mrs. Marvin Warren, on February 18, 1916. The Morgans then moved to the Will Barr farm southwest of Pillsbury and two sons were born, Robert on June 4, 1917 and Lester on October 13, 1918.

Next, they lived on the George Smith farm one mile north of, Pillsbury where a_ daughter, Violet was born on January 4, 1921. She is now Mrs. Everett Burchill. A son, Thomas, was born here on J u I y 15, 1928.

In 1932 the family moved to the Emma Cole farm northeast of Pillsbury and it was here on August 16, 1935 that Sam passed away. In 1943 Lester passed away from leukemia. In 1944 they moved to the J.C. Miller farm two miles north of Pillsbury. In 1946 Thomas and his mother, Elizabeth, purchased the Bill Newell farm located 41/2 miles north of Hope, N.D. Elizabeth lived there until her death on January 25, 1971.

Marian is in evangelical work in Minnesota. Robert lives in Astoria, Ore. Betty, Violet and Thomas live in the Hope area. The children all
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Front: Merna, Ryan,Kenneth HellevangBack: Tim and Charlotte Myron,Marlys, Mavis and Tom Morgan

Jessica Myron

Thomas Alfred Morgan was born July 15, 1928 to Samuel and Elizabeth (Burchill) Morgan. He married Mavis Anderson on May 31, 1957. She was born May 31, 1935 at Dwight, N.D., and graduated from Wahpeton High School. She was employed by Northwestern Bell Telephone previous to their marriage.

They had three children. Merna DeLaine was born June 4, 1960. She graduated from Hope High School and NDSSS and worked at the Vogel Law Firm in Fargo, N.D. She married Kenneth Hellevang on August 28, 1982. They live in Fargo and h ave one son, Ryan Kent.

Charlotte Ann was born December 17, 1962. She graduated from Hope High School and AVTI in East Grand Forks, Minn., later working at St. Luke's Hospital in,Fargo. She married Tim Myronon February 26,--1983 and they live in Thompson, N..D., with their- daughter, Jessica Ann, born August 30, 1985.

Marlys Joy was born July 19, 1969 and attends Hope High School.

Drew Myer - Mary Lynn Burchill

Drew Myer and Mary Lynn Burchill were married on June 12, 1971. Drew is the son of Gordon and Marjorie Myer and Mary is the daughter of Lorne and Delores Burchill.

Both Drew and Mary graduated from Pillsbury High School. Drew finished a two-year degree from NDSSS at Wahpeton, N.D., in auto body. Mary attended NDSU for one year and graduated from

Valley City State College in 1973.

In 1973 Drew started farming with his father. That fall Mary started teaching in Bottineau,N.D. She continued there for four years. Drew completed a two-year general course at NDSU - Bottineau.

In 1977 they moved to the Bismarck/Mandan, N.D., area. Drew attended Mary College for one year. Mary will have completed thirteen years of teaching at the end of the 1986 school term. She is presently teaching at the largest elementary school in the state, Dorothy Moses Elementary. Drew is a custodian with the Bismarck Public School System.

They have two children: Andrew James, born September 2, 1981 on his great-grandfather James Burchill's 82nd birthday. Maurissa Lynn was born January 18, 1985.

Drew and Mary Myer, Andrew, Maurissa

Front: Gordon and Marjorie MyerBack: Gordon Jr., Phyllis, Diane, Drew

Marjorie Smith Myer, daughter of John and Ida (Notting) Smith was raised on a farm 21/2 miles west of Pillsbury. At the age of three, her father died but her mother continued farming for a few years after his death.

Marjorie attended Pillsbury School until the eighth grade. She-was church organist and pianist for Sunday School until moving. to Valley City, N.D. She graduated from Valley City High School.

In 1932, Marjorie married Gordon Myer. They

Gordon Myer - Marjorie Smith

lived in Valley City for eight years until they bought a farm in the Sheyenne Valley near Ashtabula. When the dam was built they moved to their present farm 21/2 miles west of Pillsbury.

The Myers have four children: Diane, Gordon Jr., Phyllis and Drew. All except Diane, graduated from Pillsbury.

Gordon Sr. was county assessor in Baldwin for a number of years. He was involved in politics, served on the State Republican Committee for two years and was` state chairman and regional director of ASCS. He also served on the school board and as a 4-H leader.

Marjorie was a 4-H leader also and a member of homemaker's clubs.

Their children are all married. Diane, Mrs. Eldy Korf, is a dietician in the Valley City hospital. She has two daughters. Gordon Jr., has a Ph.D. in agricultural economics, has two sons and lives in Reno, Nev. Phyllis, Mrs. David Mosely, lives in Seffner, Fla. She is a registered nurse and works as a rehab nurse for Hartford Insurance. Drew married Mary Lynn Burchill, a neighbor girl. They live in Bismarck, N.D., where both work in the school system, Drew as a custodian and Mary as a teacher. They h ave two children.

Gordon and-Marjorie spend their winters in Florida and summers backon the farm.

ins

Dennis Nathan - JoAnn Jensen

JoAnn Jensen was born at Valley City, N.D., the daughter of Leon and Annie Jensen. She has one sister, Arlene Burchill of Page, N.D. She was raised on a farm 21/2 miles northwest of Pillsbury and attended Pillsbury School all twelve grades. She graduated in 1959 and attended college at Jamestown College and St. Luke's School of

Nursing at Fargo, N.D.

Dennis Nathan was born at Fargo, N.D., the son of Otto and Sylvia Nathan. He has one brother, Gary, of Hayward, Wis. He was raised on a farm nine miles southwest of Pillsbury and attended school at Minnie Lake and Grand Prairie before coming to Pillsbury in 1957. He graduated in 1960
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and attended college at NDSU in Fargo.

JoAnn and Dennis were married at Pillsbury in 1962. They lived in Fargo, Alsen, Adams and Goodrich, N.D., before moving to Wyndmere, N.D., in 1977 where Dennis is superintendent of schools.

Front: Dan, Wendy and JeffBack: Dennis and JoAnn Jensen

JoAnn and Dennis have three children. Jeffrey is a funeral director at Finley, N.D.; Wendy is a student at MSU, Moorhead, Minn.; and Daniel is a student at Wyndmere High School.

Gary Nathan - Sharon Jacobs

Gary A. Nathan was born in 1951 at Fargo, N.D., the son of Otto and Sylvia (Slater) Nathan. He was a 1969 graduate of Pillsbury High School, graduating from N.D.S.U. in 1973 and from the University of Minnesota in 1975. He lived at Crookston, Minn., and Fargo, N.D., prior to moving to Hayward, Wis., in 1980. Gary married Sharon Jacobs in 1980. They have two children, Sarah and Nicole. Gary owns and operates Anderson-Nathan Funeral Home & Crematory and Northland Evergreens, a Christmas wreath and garland factory.

Otto Nathan - Sylvia Slater

Sylvia Slater was born in Sioux County at Selfridge, N.D., the daughter of Herbert and Clara Slater. She had three brothers and five sisters. Her family moved to the Blabon area in 1938 and Sylvia attended school in Blabon and Hope.

Otto Nathan was born in Emmons County at Linton, N.D., the son of Andreas and Phillipena Nathan. He had eight sisters, three brothers, a stepsister and a stepbrother. His family moved to Grand Prairie township in .1935, later to Minnie Lake Township and finally to the Hope area. Otto attended school at Grand Prairie and in the U.S. Navy during World War 11.

Otto and Sylvia moved to N.W. 1/4 of Section 19, Minnie Lake Township in March of 1946 shortly

Otto and Sylvia Nathan and sons, Dennis and Gary

after Otto returned from the Navy. They have two sons, Dennis of Wyndmere, N.D., and Gary of Hayward, Wis.; and five grandchildren.

They farmed in Minnie Lake and Grand Prairie townships for twenty-five years before moving to another farm northeast of Hope in the fall of 1971. In 1985 they purchased a home in Valley City where they plan to retire in the fall of 1986.

Kenneth Nelson - Elizabeth Watson

Elizabeth Jeanne (Watson) Nelson was born in Pillsbury, N.D., onApril 8, 1924 to H.A.. and Nieta . Watson.

Her father was prinicpal at the school and they lived in the teacherage until August of 1930 when they moved to Sheldon, N.D. In 1941 they returned to Pillsbury and Elizabeth finished her junior year there graduating in 1942 from Valley City High School.

On September 19, 1945 Elizabeth married Kennetl. Nelson of Valley City. They have lived on a farm four miles from Valley City for 40 years. Kenneth is a carpenter. The Nelsons have ten children. They are Thomas, a teacher in Spenser, Iowa; Terry, a businessman in Red Lake Falls, Minn.; Cheryl Johnson, Osage, Kan.; Barbara Seagraves, East Liverpool, Ohio; Susan Patrick, a teacher _in Saratoga, Wyo.; . _ Linda _ Stuart, a restaurant manager in Caspar, Wyo.; Michael, a carpenter in Caspar, Wyo.; Diane Weber, Valley City, N.D.; Pam Jensen, Zap, N.D.; and David, a carpet layer in Valley City, N.D.

They also have 19 grandchildren.
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Ole and Maebelle Ness

Ole Ness in front of"Ness' Lunch" in Pillsbury.

Ole and Maebelle Ness operated Ness' Lunch next to Keyes Store. The telephone switchboard was also housed in the lunchroom.

Ole was a traveling salesman for a produce company out of St. Paul, Minn. They moved to Pillsbury from Luverne in 1923 or 1924, moving to Hannaford in 1928.

There were four Ness children, Ludolph, Ordway, Howard and Dolly. Ordway, Howard and Dolly attended school in Pillsbury, however, none graduated from there.

Dolly (Mrs. Barney) Neumann, presently lives

Lud, Ordway, Dolly and Howard Ness

in Valley City. She had been in the restaurant business.

Allen Nielson - Patricia Gagnon

Allen and Pat Nielson and families, Larry Kappel family, Myron Grueneich family and Steven Nielson family

Allen and Patricia (Gagnon) Nielson were married on October 24, 1945 at Page, N.D., and took over the family farm where Allen had lived with his parents, two brothers and two sisters. His parents, Peter and Alice Nielson, moved their family to the farm in Baldwin Township in 1928, which had been homesteaded by Jessie and Alfred Algeo, Alice's sister and brother-in-law.

Allen attended Baldwin Consolidated all  twelve  years
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of his schooling, graduating in 1941. He served as a school board Member at Baldwin and also again in Pillsbury after Baldwin closed. He was clerk of the township for a number of years, and an elder in Baldwin Presbyterian Church in Pillsbury for six years. He and Pat are members of the Gideons International since 1965, having served on both local and state offices. They are church members and served as State Lay Witness coordinators for several years. Pat is involved in Christian Women's Clubs as a speaker.

Four children were born to Pat and Allen. Sally, Mrs. Larry Kappel of Oriska, N.D., has three children. Nancy, Mrs. Myron Grueneich, New Hampshire, has two sons. George, who died in 1956 when a piano tipped over in the Wildlife Hall in Pillsbury at a PTA family night gathering. He was five years old. Steven, of Hope, is married to Mary Lee Peterson. They have three sons.

In 1963, Pat and Allen purchased the former Nestoss house in Valley City, N.D., well known as a rooming house and store. It has been converted into apartments. The family moved into Valley City where the children attended school. Each spring they went back to the farm, then back into Valley City in the fall when school started. When Steven was married in 1976, they moved to the farm and Allen and Pat moved permanently into Valley City. Allen is still actively engaged in farming with Steve. During the winter he and Pat travel in their motor home.

George Nielson

George Nielson

was born near Valley City, N.D., on April 16, 1921. He moved to the farm in Baldwin Township with his parents in 1929. He received his education at the Baldwin School and graduated in 1939. He helped his parents on the-farm and later farmed for himself on the farm. which now belongs to Annie and the late Leon Jensen.

On November 12,

1942, he was called into the armed forces. He trained at Shreveport, La., in Camp Barkley, Texas, and Camp Cooke, Calif. He left for overseas with Company C of the 22nd Tank Bat

talion in September of 1944. George spent some time in England and from there went to Luxemburg, Germany. He was killed in action on March 3, 1945.
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Peter Nielson - Alice Sowden

Front: Peter and Alice Nielson, GeorgeAnnie, Allen, Jim, Jessie

Peter A. Nielson was born in Vislanda, Sweden in 1885. In 1903 he left his homeland and went to Denmark where he found work. In 1908 he came to the United States and found work near Valley City, N. D.

Alice Sowden was born in 1891 in Baldwin Township, Barnes County, N.D., the youngest daughter of George and Annie Sowden, who were some of the first settlers and chartermembers of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church. Their first home was a sod house. on the NW1/4 of Section 14. Later a new home was built. It was here that Alice was born. She received her education at the one-room schoolhouse which was located on the southwest side of Section 15, a short distance from the Sowden home. Alice also attended the 'Valley City State Teachers College and was the primary teacher after the new Baldwin Consolidated School was built.

In June 1917 Peter and Alice were united in marriage. They farmed near Valley City, N.D., until the spring of 1929 when they moved to the Alfred Algeo farm. They continued farming there until 1943 when they retired and moved to Valley City..

Peter and Alice were both involved with school activities, with Peter. serving on the school board. Alice was a member of the Pillsbury Ladies Aid and the Baldwin Homemakers Club.

The Nielsons had five children: Annie (Mrs. Leon) Jensen lives in Valley City, N.D.; George who was killed in action in WW 11; Allen who lives in Valley City, N.D.; Jessie (Mrs. James) Buehler who lives in Klamath Falls, Ore.; and James lives in Olathe, Kan.

Peter passed away in December of 1963 and Alice passed away in September of 1963. Both are interred in Woodbine Cemetery, Valley City, N.D.

George

Nielson

Steve Nielson - Mary Lee Peterson

Blanche Vigesaa. He farmed and managed the Pillsbury Elevator, as well as the Karnak Elevator. He served in the CCC. He died in October of 1960. Blanche owned a cafe in Pillsbury until her

Steve and Mary Nielson with sons,Peter, Mark and Matthew.

Steve and Mary Lee Nielson live on the family farm four miles west of Pillsbury. They moved to the farm after their marriage in 1976. The house has been completely remodeled to make room for their three sons, Peter, Matthew and Mark.

Steve attended school in Pillsbury through the third grade. His family (Allen Nielsons) moved to Valley City where he graduated from high school. Steve attended Wahpeton State School of Science. After his graduation he went to work at Enterprise Sales in Valley City. Later Steve bought into a small business while he continued to farm.

Flying is Steve's hobby and he has his private pilot's license. He currently owns two ultralights which he flies from the farm. He is also a member of the National Eagle Scout Association and the Barnes County Marketing Club.

Mary Lee commuted to VCSC until her

graduation in 1979. Now she is a member of the the Country Casuals Homemakers Club and is past

president of the Barnes County Homemakers. In Myrtle attended Pillsbury High School and 1985 she was elected to the Alumni Boardof VCSC.  participated in softball, basketball and choir. She

'Mary Lee has family- ties- to. Pillsbury.- Her  moved toCalifornia in 1938 to work. Shemarried

-.

grandparents, Harold and ' Neita (Schoeppach).  Bill Cobbs and has one son and one daughter, five

Watson, lived in Pillsbury and her mother, Carol -- grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. Bill

(Mrs. Ty) Peterson, was born there. passed away in 1974. Myrtle married Bob Wortham in 1977 and he passed away in 1979. She has lived in Waco, Texas, for the past 25 years.

Ralph graduated from Pillsbury and was on the basketball and baseball teams. He served in the U.S. Army. He is married to Dona McKay and they have a son and daughter. He is retired and lives in El Sobrante, Calif.

Wally played basketball, baseball and other sports while in high school. He served in the U.S. Army. He is married to Doris Boeder of Hope, N.D. They have one son and one daughter and four grandchildren. He owns a farm near Foxhome, Minn., and is retired from Burlington Northern Railroad.

Ida and Helmer Norman

Rudy, Art, Myrtle, Ralph, Wally, Lucille and Blanche Norman

death. Their children, Jerome, Jerry and Kaye, are all graduates of Pillsbury High School.

Art attended and graduated from Pillsbury High. He participated in sports, especially basketball. He served in the CCC. Art was killed in a car/train accident in January of 1941, at the age of 24. He had one son, Norm.

Helmer and Ida Norman Family

Helmer and Ida Norman moved from Steele County with five children in 1925 to Barnes County, settling near Pillsbury. Two more children were born to them after this move. In the early 1930s they bought a farm one mile west of Pillsbury. The house was formally a school house that had been moved in. This was to be called the Norman Place for approximately 45 years, until it was sold in the late '70s. All seven children attended Pillsbury School.

Their children were: Rudy, who married
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Lucille was active in glee club, plays, softball and basketball. She moved to southern California in 1945. She married Ross Collins and had a son, Allan, who passed away at 22 months. Lucille passed away in April of 1970 and Ross passed away in November of 1971.

Blanche attended ten years at Pillsbury School. She participated in music, plays, softball and basketball as well as cheerleading for the boys' basketball team. She married Joe Jensen and they have a son and two daughters. They also have three grandchildren. They live in southern California.

Ralph Norman - Dona McKay

Ralph Norman was born December 1, 1921 to Helmer Norman and Ida Peterson Norman in Finley, N.D. After his birth they moved four miles southwest of Pillsbury. Ralph graduated from Pillsbury High School.

Dona was born March 26, 1929 to Neil and Ethel

his death in 1960. Rudy was a member of the Pillsbury Wildlife Club.

Bkmche Norman

David Norman  Roxanne Norman Miner

(Johnson) McKay in Pillsbury.

Ralph and Dona have two children. Roxanne, born October 23, 1954 in Vancouver, Wash., is married to Brian Miner. She is a nurse at Kaiser Hospital in Oakland, Calif. Her husband manages Pneucom Controls in Richmond, Calif. David was born December 22, 1966 in San Pablo, Calif. He is a college student and works at 4 Star Lumber.

Ralph is retired from-Long's Drug stores. He and Dona reside in El Sobrante, Calif.

Rudy Norman - Blanche Vigessa

Rudy Norman was born October 27, 1914 at Finley, N.D., the son of Helmer and Ida Norman. He had three sisters and two brothers. They lived on a farm one mile west of Pillsbury. Rudy attended school in Pillsbury where he participated in sports.

Rudy was employed by the Pillsbury Elevator Co. as a gas truck driver for many years. He also farmed. Later he became manager of the elevator, a pGsition he held for a number of years.

In 1956, Rudy and Frank McKay purchased the Karnak Grain Elevator which Rudy managed until

Jerry, Jerome, Blanche Norman, Kale

Rudy married Blanche Vigessa on September 23, 1937 at Fargo, N.D. They had three children: Gerald Helmer was born June 11, 1938. He attended school in Pillsbury and after high school entered the military. He now lives in California where he works on construction. Jerome Clifford, born April 1, 1942 also attended and graduated from Pillsbury-High School. He also entered the military and lives in California where he has a car dealership.-Kaye - Marie, born February 2, 1945 graduated from Pillsbury, also. She is employed by St. John's Hospital in Fargo, N.D.

After Rudy's death Blanche worked for Clarence Keyes in his grocery store. Later she ran a cafe on Main Street. In 1960 Blanche purchased William Wittkop's Hardware and Service Station located on the corner of Highway 32. She sold the hardware business and started a cafe. She also worked at VCSC for a number of years. In 1981 she retired from her job. While in Pillsbury Blanche was a member of the Pillsbury Loyal Homemakers Club. She died of a heart attack in 1982. Both Rudy and Blanche are interred in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D.

248.

Henry Northridge - Mary Jane Burchill

Henry Northridge  Mary Jane Northridge

Henry Northridge was born December 24, 1868 and Mary Jane Burchill was born June 20, 1871. They were married on April 3, 1894.

Henry Northridge first came to North Dakota in June of 1902, working for Bill Burchill Sr. through harvest. He returned to Massachusettes at that time only to return to North Dakota in 1904. He bought the farm which is presently owned by a grandson, Stanley Kingston.

Henry farmed with horses and machinery of

Bill Burchills. After his wife and three daughters arrived, they settled on the farm. The children attended school in Minnie Lake Township.

In 1916 they built a new home, north of the Pillsbury School. In 1918 he bought the farm where Lorne Burchill now lives - Sec. 17. In the late '20s and early '30s he bought and sold cattle. Over the years he bought Sec. 4, SW1/4; Sec. 6 NW Minnie Lake Township; bought the farm, 2 quarters and an 80 that Maynard Burchill now ovens; and Sec. 1

SE1/4.

From 1927 to 1937 he owned a threshing rig. He owned the tractor and T.J. Kingston owned the threshing machine. They threshed in the Pillsbury, Luverne and Minnie Lake areas.

Henry retired around 1944 and just oversaw his land that people were farming.

He died on July 16, 1955 at the age of 86. He is buried in Woodbine Cemetery, Valley City, N.D.

The children from his marriage were: Susan Jane, "Jennie," born January 21, 1985 in Worcester, Ma.; Edith Elizabeth born February 3, 1897; and Lillian Esther born April 2, 1899.

Doris Rock Nygaard

Doris Rock attended all twelve years of school in Pillsbury, graduating in 1936 from a class of six members. Her father worked at the elevator under Hank Tenneson.

While in school Doris sang in a trio with Della Medd and Leone Nafus, known as "Trip, Trap and Trisco."

She married Edwin J. Nygaard of Hope, N.D., on September 19, 1940. They had five daughters, Carmen, Shirley, Judy, Diane and Sandy.

Edwin worked for the railroad and they lived in Page, New Rockford and Breckenridge, Minn. After his death on March 16, 1981, she moved to Wahpeton, N.D.

She has ten grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.

John and Annie Rock and daughter, Doris.
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X71

Odermann Family

Jay Wellwood of England was one of the early pioneers of Barnes County. He was born in November of 1858 near Syracuse, N.Y., and married Carrie May Button, March 29, 1878. To this union ten children were born. In June 1915 he was married a second time to Miss Hattie Emmons. Jay died in 1929 leaving his wife and his last two children.

Jay Wellwood came west in the eighties. He first took a homestead in Baldwin Township but later settled with his family on Section 14 in Grand Prairie Township where they lived for 25 years. In January 1907 he moved to Herradura, Cuba, where he resided unti I his death.

When Jay settled in Pillsbury, the country was all prairie land and oxen were used to farm. They hauled wood for fuel from the Sheyenne River. Jay served on both the township and school boards for years and was one of three representatives from Barnes County to go to the constitutional convention held at Bismarck during the summer of 1889 when North Dakota became a state.

Jay's daughter, Credola, became the wife of Bernard Odermann whose parents were from

Germany. Bernard and Credola had seven children and also lived on Section 14 of Grand Prairie Township. One child, Earl, continues to live part of the year on the family farm.

Earl married Gladys Ludwig, also from the Luverne area, and they raised two children, Clif and Evelyn. Evelyn married Don Winter and now lives in Clayton, Calif. They have two grown children.

Clif Odermann married Carmen Lugo of Etiwanda, Calif., in 1950. Clif joined the Air Force in 1949 and later came to farm with his father. They also live on Section 14. They havetwo children, Clif Jr., born April of 1951; and Spencer, born December of 1955. Both sons came to the farm in 1973 to farm with their grandfather and father.

Clif Jr. married Faye Anderson of Buffalo, N.D., in 1975. They now have two children, Arlen, born in 1979 and Andrea, born in 1982. They live in Valley City.

Spencer married Doris Blackwell of Fontana, Calif., in 1979. They live on Section 25, Baldwin Township near Pillsbury. They have a daughter, Shannon.

Andrew Olson - Maryanne Stemhagen

Andrew Wigeland (born March 18, 1881) came  years on the Great Northern Railroad. He died in

to the United States by himself at the age of 13. He  March, 1986.

was the son of Ole and Martha Wigeland of the  Mildred Olga (born August 18, 1909; died

Christianson District in Norway. Later, three  August 18, 1979, her 70th birthday). She married

sisters and two brothers also came. When he  Mac McQuire in September 1936. They lived in

arrived, he first stayed with the Ole Sundes of  Fargo, but later moved to Hawthorne, Calif., and

Grand Prairie Township. The Sundes were from  owned an apartment house there.

the same district in Norway.  Willard Alfred (born December 2, 1911 - died

Andrew attended one year of school at Grand January 10, 1979) married Olga Benush in SeptPrairie School, then started working for Nels ember 1938. They have retired and reside in Palo Olson, a farmer in Minnie Lake Township. He took Alto, Calif. They have three children: Maryanne, the "Olson" name while working for him.  Patricia and Muriel.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1907, he married  Myrtle Anne (born November 17, 1914)

Maryanne Stemhagen (born December 21, 1881)  married Pete Sorenson in the spring of 1942. They

daughter of Ole and Matilda Gilbertson  are-retired and have moved to Desert_ Springs,

Stemhagen. They were married on her parents'  Calif. They have four children: Jeanne, David,

farm. This farm was originally homesteaded by  Bobby Andrew and. Debra.

her grandparents, Martin and Martha Gilbertson,  Richard Ores (born August 27, 1928 - died

who had immigrated from Sparta and Elvina, Wis.,  January 22 atfive months of age).

when Matilda was a young girl.  Gwendolyn Fern (born February 26, 1923)

After their marriage, Andrew and Maryanne married Kenneth Erickson in 1952. They live in bought a farm in Baldwin Township. All of the Babbitt, Nev. They have three children: Andrea, children were born on this farm. No doctor was  Tom and Kelly.

ever present at the births, but she was midwifed by In total, Andrew and Maryanne's descendants her mother, Matilda Gilbertson Stemhagen. total six children, eleven grandchildren and twelve Following is a list of their children:  great-grandchildren.

Floyd Martin Olson (born June 11, 1908). On Andrew continued farming this farm until 1942 June 27, 1940, he married Christine Dorthea (born when he moved to Fargo and worked at Simonson's May 24, 1909 to Hans and Dora (Paulson) Gas and Lumber Co. While he was farming, he Bergstrom of Nekoma, N.D.). He lived on this old bought the first threshing machine in Baldwin family farm and farmed all his life except nine  Township. It was a 1918 model John Deere with 22"
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Woods Bros. Separator, and a Waterloo Tractor.

Maryanne passed away on March 21, 1931 at age of 49. This left Andrew to raise the young family. The going may have been a little rough at times, but the family pulled together. Then, as the children grew up and left home, Andrew made the move to Fargo. He lived in Fargo then, and was hospitalized at St. John's Hospital for just a short while before his death on March 18, 1953, his 72nd birthday.

Archie Olson - Lorraine Kleingartner

children, Anthony, born March 4, 1977; Nicholas, born March 24, 1980; and Melissa, born November 4, 1982.

Susan Ann was born February 1, 1951 and graduated in 1969 from Pillsbury. She lives in Missoula, Mont., and she teaches at Arlee, Mont.

Jenine Mary was born December 31, 1953 and graduated in 1971 from Pillsbury. Jenine and her husband, Glen Lsyne, farm the home place. They have three children, Amy born May 7, 1978; Jill born August 12, 1981; and Kurt born February 22, 1983.

Barbara Lynn, born April 12, 1956, was among the final graduating class of Pillsbury in 1974. Barbara and her husband, Roger Zerface, farm near Hope, N.D. They have three children, Rachael born October 5, 1975; Ryan born January 20, 1978; and Ashley born November3, 1984.

David Olson - Shirley Borg

Front: Barbara, JenineMiddle: Susan, Karen, Carolyn, KathyBack: Lorraine and Archie Olson

Archie Olson, son of Gusta (Bjerke) and Oscar Olson was born on the home farm about six miles south of Pillsbury. When he reached adulthood he took over the farm which his son-in-law Glen Lysne is now operating. On June 14, 1945 he married Lorraine Kleingartner, a teacher at the rural school of Minnie Lake.. Lorraine was .originally from Gackle, N.D.

Archie and Lorraine had six daughters. Carolyn lone was born November 12, 1945. She graduated from Pillsbury in 1963. Carolyn is a registered nurse in Bismarck. She married Rodney Fischer of Bismarck. They have two children, Daniel, born January 16, 1973 and Deanna, born September 8, 1975.

Karen Jean was born January 5, 1948 and graduated from Pillsbury in 1966. She lives outside of Brainerd, Minn. She teaches third grade at Nissua, Minn. Karen married John Zaffke of Backus, Minn.

Kathryn Linda, born January 7, 1949, lives in Kalispell, Mont. She graduated from Pillsbury in 1967 and from Minot State College in 1971. Kathy married Rick Slama of Kalispell. They have three

Front: Rick, Shane, Karli Jo, SusanBack: Kim, Shirley and David Olson, Shelly

David Olson was born September 29, 1933, the youngest child of Oscar and Gusta Olson. He attended rural Minnie Lake School and graduated from Valley City High School. On December 20, 1952 he married-Shirley Borg.

Shirley was born April 16, 1933 to Carl and Clara Borg. She. attended rural Heman Township School and graduated from Valley City High School. Besides farming in Minnie Lake Township, David works construction and Shirley is a laboratory technician at the Valley City Clinic. They also raise registered quarter horses, specializing in cutting horses. They have three children.

Kim was born December 4, 1953. She attended school in Pillsbury and the School for the Deaf at Devils Lake. She is presently a resident and is employed at the Minot Vocational Rehabilitation Center in the crafts department.

Rick was born July 22, 1957. He attended school in Pillsbury until its closing and graduated from Valley City High School. He also graduated from the State School of Science at Wahpeton, N.D., as a
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welder. He is employed atWedgecor in Jamestown, N.D. Rick married Susan Langemo on August 30, 1980. She is assistant director of occupational therapy at Dakota Central Nursing Home in Jamestown. They have two children, Shane, born June 26, 1981 and Karli Jo, born January 3, 1983.

Shelly was born September 24, 1960. She attended school in Pillsbury and graduated from Oriska High School and Moorhead Vocational Technical Institute. She is employed by the State Highway Department in Valley City. Shelly performed in the North Dakota High School Rodeo and won the 1979 State Cow Cutting Championship which qualififed her for the National Finals Rodeo where she place 15th in the national and also placed her name on a plaque in the National Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City, Okla.

Floyd Olson - Christine Bergstrom

Christine and Floyd Olson

Christine Bergstrom, daughter of Hans and Dora (Paulson) Bergstrom came from Nekoma, N.D., to Pillsbury to help her married sisters, Amelia (Mrs. John) Stevenson and Pauline (Mrs. Adolph) Odegaard.

She also worked as housekeeper for John Jacobson, helped out in Abas' Restaurant and managed the North American Cream Station.

In 1940 she married Floyd Olson, son of Andrew and Maryanne Olson. They had two daughters, Dorothy (Mrs. Dick) Moe, lives in Burlington, Wash.; and Sonia, who died in 1951.

James and Anna Olson

Mabel Ryan, Herbert Anderson, Joyce OlsonArdyce Olson, James Ryan, Anna Olson

James Olson worked for Albert Borstad in the blacksmith shop. He, his wife Anna and family lived in a small house next door to the shop at the base of the overpass. Their daughter, Ardyce, started school in Pillsbury until the family moved to Cosmos, Minn., in 1940. James operated a blacksmith shop there. In 1950 they moved to Litchfield, Minn., where he worked as a custodian at the school. Anna died in 1967 and James in 1981. There were three children, Ardyce Flugstad who resides in Citrus Heights, Calif.; Joyce Kuehn living in Colorado; and Marcia, from Northfield, Minn.

Ardyce writes, "To be honest, I think my greatest memory of Pillsbury was one winter day while I was looking into the tavern (which I wasn't supposed to do), I put my lips on a metal rail which was in front of the window and I stuck. It was a very painful experience."

Oscar Olson - Gusta Bjerke

Oscar A. Olson was born December 23, 1876 in Canton, Fillmore County, Minn. Oscar Olson's parents were Andrew Olson, who was -born in Norway, and Martinia (Ericson) Olson, who was also born in Norway. They were married about 1873in the U.S.A.

I n the early 1880s the Olson family moved to the Grafton area. They traveled by covered wagon drawn by oxen. The parents, Oscar, two sisters and three brothers lived in a sod house.

Because the rich Red River Valley was so hard to farm with oxen and with very little equipment, the Olson family again moved. The move brought them to northern Barnes County.

In 1899, Oscar Olson purchased the south half of Section 15 in Minnie Lake Township. At this time it was all prairie land, no trees and just a vast area of grassland. Mr. Olson farmed as a bachelor until 1907 when on February 13, he married Gusta
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Bjerke in Moorhead, Minn.

Gusta Caroline Bjerke was born on August 14, 1889 in Nannestad, Norway, the daughter of Karen (Rudd) Bjerke (born February 21, 1860, Norway) and Olaus Bjerke (born March 10, 1863, Norway). She came to the United States with her parents in 1893. They settled in Minnie Lake Township on what is now the Ben Sundstrom farm.

Gusta and Oscar were the parents of six children. Arthur died in infancy, lone, the only daughter, died of diptheria when she was two years old. Olaf, who taught many years in Phoenix, Ariz., died in December of 1984. Archie lives on the original farm in Minnie Lake Township. Vince is a retired funeral director and was co-owner of the Peterson-Olson Funeral Home in Valley City. He is now a State Representative. David farms in Minnie Lake Township.

Oscar Olson died in December of 1943. Gusta Olson then married Edwin Stemhagen on June 20, 1945. They moved to Valley City in 1946, but continued to farm. Edwin passed away August 10, 1967 and Gusta died May 24, 1969.

Vince Olson - Dorothy Ratzlaff

Vince Olson was born March 28 1929 on the farm home in Minnie Lake Township, the son of Gusta Bjerke Olson and Oscar A. Olson. He attended

Minnie Lake School through the eighth grade. He attended high school at Pillsbury and Oriska before transferring to Valley City High School where he graduated in 1948. He attended Valley City

State Teachers College until entering the Army in January of 1951, serving in Korea in 1951 and 1952.

Following his discharge, he returned to Valley City State College where he graduated. He then moved to Milwaukee, Wis., where he graduated from the Wisconsin Institute of Mortuary Science in 1955. He owned a funeral home in Valley City since 1957; from 1965-1983 he was a partner in the Peterson-Olson Funeral Home. Vince was elected to the State Legislature in 1984 serving in the House of Representatives. He was married to Dorothy Ratzlaff on June 24, 1951.

Dorothy was born on September 20, 1930 at Valley City, the daughter of Alice and Art Ratzlaff. She graduated from Valley City High School and the Mercy School of Nursing. She is employed as a medical rehabilitation coordinator for a private

rehabilitation company.

The couple has five children: Elizabeth, who is married to Robert Schlotman of Grace City, N.D. Both are graduates of Valley City State College and teach in Rapid City, S.D. They have one son, Michael, born September 28, 1983. Linda, also a graduate of VCSC, received her master's degree from North Dakota State University in 1985 and now teaches science at Cooperstown, N.D. David graduated from VCSC and the Northwestern School of Chiropractic Medicine. He has a chiropractic office in St. Paul, Minn. He is married to Holly Sorenson of Valley City, who is an industrial engineer at 3-M Company. They have one son, Dustin, born October 30, 1985. Connie is married to Steve Dahl of Cooperstown. She is attending VCSC, commuting from Cooperstown, where Steve farms and operates an auto shop. They have two daughters, Sarah, born July 24, 1982, and Rebecca, born October 21, 1983. Daniel is a graduate of VCSC and works for FM radio station K LTA in Fargo as a disc jockey. Another son, Michael, died shortly after birth.

Arne Overland - Alma Hetland

Arne and Alma Overland

The youngest child of the Martin Hetland family, Alma, was born at their farm home in 1913 with Dr. Abbot of Hope, assisting. She attended the Gray School, north of the farm and then went to high school in Hope, but graduated from Clear Lake, Iowa, the boyhood home of her father, in 1930.

In 1933, Reverend Boe officiated at her marriage in Finley, to Arne Overland of Rissa, Norway, which is across the fjord, north of Trondheim. He first came to Escanaba, Mich., in 1930 where a sister lived, later coming to the GalesburgPillsbury area. After spending a year in Escanaba, the Overlands returned to North Dakota and farmed several years south of Hope where their son,
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Arnold, was born in 1935.

For a period of five years Arne worked as a carpenter and lawn builder in Billings, Mont. During this time, one summer was spent working at Person's Dairy on Mercer Island in Lake Washington by Seattle, and one summer at a surface gold mine in Ophir, Ark. They returned to Billings in 1939 where a daughter, Carol, was born.

In 1941 they returned to North Dakota and bought the James Sussex farm in Carpenter Township, just north of the Hetland farm. With the exception of three winters in Missoula, Mont., this was their home until 1975.

Their son, Arnold, a physician-surgeon, lives in Rolla, N.D. He graduated from Hope High School and went on to Montana State University, the University of North Dakota, and attented two years at Pennsylvania University in Philadelphia before returning to intern in St. Luke's Hospital in Duluth, Minn. He married Hazel Richtsmeier of Hunter in 1957. They have three children, John, William and Anne. John and his family now live on the home farm.

Carol attended Hope and Missoula schools and graduated from Valley City State College. She also

attended the University of North Dakota for one year. She taught school in Missoula, Ayr, Pillsbury and Finley. She was married to Roger Evanson of Sheldon, N.D., and they have one son, Arne Jon. In 1969 she moved to Rissa, Norway, where she has taught school since. Later she married Ivar Stavens of Rissa, and in 1982 a daughter, Karen Andrea, was born.

The youngest child, Margrete, was born at Mayville Hospital in 1954. She attended school in Hope except for one year in Rissa. She married Anders Ramso of Rissa in 1972, where they make their home. They have three children, Elizabeth, Trond and Robin. Margrete is a substitute teacher and Anders teaches in a vocational school in Rissa.

In 1969 the Overlands built a home in Rissa and since 1975, when they rented their farm to their son, have spent much time there. In 1980 they moved to a new home in Hope to spend more time here.

Mrs. Overland writes that they enjoy being near their daughters and many relatives in Norway as well as being near their son and family here, but the feeling of freedom the prairie gives and true friendliness of its people, cannot be equalled.

John Overland - Nancy Sabe

John Arnold Overland was born January 25,. 1962 at St. Paul, Minn. He made his home at Greenbush, Minn., for three years and moved with his family to Rolla, N.D., where he graduated from high school in the spring in 1980. After graduation, he attended the East Grand Forks AVTI for two years and helped on the family farm, north of Pillsbury, during the farming season.

Nancy Ann Sabe was born July 21, 1962 at Fargo, N.D. She was raised on her family farm south of Tower City and graduated from Maple Valley High School in the spring of 1980. After graduation she moved to Valley City, N.D., and was employed by Mercy Hospital until March of 1984.

John and Nancy were married June 4, 1983 at St. Bernard's Church in Oriska, N.D. They reside at the Overland farm, north of Pillsbury, where John's father was raised. On January 30, 1985, John and Nancy became the parents of a son, Michael John.

John and Nancy manage the family farm, where both work spring through fall in the fields.

Nancy is a member of the Country Casuals Homemakers Club. John enjoys hunting and fishing.

John, Nancy and Michael Overland
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Axel Persson

Axel Persson moved to Pillsbury from Luverne in 1936 when Standard Oil combined the Luverne and Pillsbury areas. He served as the bulk agent for these areas until 1948.

His wife died when his youngest child was eight years old. He never remarried.

One daughter, Harriet, married a Pillsbury man, James Lemley. They lived in Seattle, Wash., where Harriet has continued to live after James' death. They had one son, Paul.

Axel Persson

Leonard Peter - Debby Flatt

where she is employed by Howard's Steakhouse, and he is employed by Blumer Construction.

Peter J. Pickar - Marion Shiek

Leonard and Debby PeterRobyn and Amanda

Debby Kaye Flatt, daughter of Jeanne Diemert and the last Wesley Flatt, attended Pillsbury Public School and graduated in 1967. She attended Interstate Business College in Fargo, N.D., and worked as a secretary i n Fargo and Denver, Colo.

In 1971 she married Marvin Melhus, Fargo, N.D., where they lived and worked until Marvin's death in 1972. They had one daughter, Robyn Jeanne.

In 1977 Debby married Leonard Peter, formerly of the Page, N.D., area. A daughter, Amanda Kaye, was born to this union.

Debby and Leonard live in Valley City, N.D.,

Marion and Pete Pickar

Peter J. Pickar, son of Peter and Alma Pickar was born in Sebeka, Minn. His father passed away in May of 1935 and his mother in July of 1944. After their deaths he lived with a sister in Wadena, Minn. In 1947 he came to the Pillsbury area and worked for various farmers. He started to work for Boyd Callahan and Bessie Elbers in 1950.

In 1952 Peter gent into the Army. After a year in the States, he was stationed in Austria. After his discharge in 1954 he returned to Pillsbury and went back to work for Boyd. He took over their farming
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operation in 1973 when Boyd and Bessie retired and moved to Hope, N.D.

Marion C. Shiek, daughter of Frank and Hattie Shiek, was born at Litchville, N.D. She grew up in Fargo, N.D. She married Morris Lattimore and they lived in Mandan, N.D., until Morris' death in May of 1966. She moved back to Fargo in 1969.

Peter and Marion were married in November of 1973. They continue to operate the farm north of

Pillsbury.

Marion has three sons from her first marriage. They are Marvin of Columbia Falls, Mont.; Greg of Mandan, N.D.; and Mark of Fargo, N.D. Mark attended Pillsbury School for one year before it closed, then he attended school in Hope, N. D.

Gerald Pittenger - Jane Kingston

Gerald and Jane Pittenger family.

Jane Kingston, daughter of Jennie (Nor-  returned to Pillsbury to graduate in the class of

thridge) and Thomas Kingston lived in Pillsbury  1946.

from 1928 through 1946. She grew up on the family  Jane is married to Gerald Pittenger and has

farm south of Pillsbury.  four children. The Pittengers live in Belleview,

During 1944 and 1945 Jane attended school in  Wash.

Page as the Pillsbury School closed. However, she

Gordon Pritchett - Etta Carico

Henrietta "Etta" (Carico) Pritchett, daughter of Hank and Genevieve Carico, lived in Pillsbury from 1944-1964. She attended school there from 1950-1962. She was the 1961 Queen of Pillsbury High School and graduated in 1962-as-salutatorian. She belonged to 4-H and the Young Peoples Church

group besides serving as pianist for Sunday School and Glee Club.

Etta married Gordon Pritchett from Nebraska, stationed at the Finley Air Base, on June 13, 1964. They havetwo children, Monte, born - April 21, 1965, and Angela born December 9, 1971.

Howard Pross - Hazel Scoular

ily farm. He is an enthusiast for restoring old steam engines and other antiques. Harold Scoular Pross, along with his wife Janet, also reside on the family. farm. Harold served with the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict. After his discharge from the Army, he returned to the family farm to farm. Evelyn Elda (Pross) Petersen, along with her husband Bruce Pedersen, live northeast of Luverne on their farm.

Howard and Hazel Pross were active farmers until Howard's death in 1975. Hazel remained on the farm with her sons, Norman and Harold, until entering the Sheyenne Care Center in June_ of 1982, where she still resides.

Howard and Hazel Pross

Howard Pross was born in 1900 to David and Clara (Winer) Pross at Fessenden, N.D. Howard grew to manhood on the family farm at Fessenden. In 1926 Howard Pross and Hazel Scoular were united in marriage. After their marriage they moved to a farm in Baldwin Township, Barnes County, North Dakota. They were active in their community and worked hard farming. They were blessed with three children.

Norman Howard Pross still resides on the fam

Lloyd Ptacek - LaVerne Skjefte

LaVerne (Skjefte) Ptacek was born to Sever and Martha Skjefte February 29, 192.8 in Dunn County, North Dakota. In 1937 they moved to the farm in Ellsbury Township, Section 27, called the Thilmony place. She attended school in Pillsbury. In 1944 they moved to the Oakes area where she met and married Lloyd Ptacek on October 6, 1946.

They had six sons and one daughter. One son has passed away.

They own and operate eight quarters of land, three of which are irrigated. This farm is three miles west and three miles north of Cogswell. They also rent four quarters. In 1975 they built a new splitlevel home.

Harold and Janet Pross

Lloyd and LaVerne Ptacek family.

Rick Rahlf - Jody Flatt

Jody and Rick Rahlf

Jody (Flatt) Rahlf, daughter of Mrs. Marvin Diemert and the late Wesley Flatt, grew up in Baldwin Township. She attended Pillsbury School until it closed in 1974. She finished her last three years in Luverne High School graduating in 1977. She attended NDSSS at Wahpeton, N.D., VCSC at Valley City, N.D., and graduated from Mr. D's Town and Country Beauty College of Jamestown, N.D. She worked four years at Barb's Hair Service in Valley City, N.D. She is now part owner of His 'N Hers Beauty Shop in Valley City which opened in February of 1985.

Jody married Rick Rahlf of Cooperstown, N.D., on April 18, 1986 in Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Valley City where they now reside.

Marvin Rhoades

Marvin Rhoades

Marvin Rhoades made his home with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J.I. Rhoades of Pillsbury, for a good share of his life. -Boyd Callahan and Bessie Albers, cousins, operated the farm on which they all had lived.

Marvin graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1950 and shortly after graduation was killed in a train accident in Pillsbury.

Harold Risser - Dolores Anderson

Dolores Anderson, born August 1, 1935, to Ernest and Ruby Anderson, attended school in Pillsbury for twelve years, graduating in 1953.  On August 2, 1953, she married Harold Risser

of Valley City at the Pillsbury Presbyterian Church in Pillsbury. They lived in Valley City from 19531965 where Dolores worked in the hospital and at different restaurants.

They moved to Glendive, Mont., in 1965 where both were employed until 1983, when they moved to Colestrip, Mont. They have seven children: Steve, Gerene (Grueshella), Brian and Christine; all live in Colestrip. Teresa lives in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo., and Daun (Sarmiento) lives in Miles City, Mont. Ellen (Herbst) lives in Baker, Mont.

Bennie Sather - Norma Wisted

Benny and Norma Sather

Bennie and Norma (Wisted) Sather were married September 4, 1946. They have lived on a farm ten miles south of Pillsbury since 1948. They have five children: Tom (Fort Hood, Tex.); Bev Archer (Williston, .N.D.); Duane (Valley City, N.D.); Susan Willert (Marion, N.D.); and Joan Wenzel (Spicer, Minn.). They also have twelve grandchildren. They have spent much of their time in their travelhome going to various areas in the United States.

Pictured in the top, right photo are, front: Susan, Norma and Ben Sather, Joan; back: Tom, Bev, Duane

To the right are: Seth, Sean, Grant and Bev Archer

Millicent, Louis andMildred Schoeppach, Roy, Myril

Louis Schoeppach - Mildred Boyer

On December 29, 1918, Louis Schoeppach married Mildred Boyer and they set up housekeeping in Rochester Township, Cass County, N.D. From this union three children were born: Myril Duane, born October 29, 1919; Roy Louis, born October 23, 1924; and Millicent Louise, born on March 26, 1929.

The family moved to Ellsbury Township and farmed for a number of years. Myril started school in Pillsbury in 1925 while the family lived east of town, but they later moved into Pillsbury when Louis was employed at the elevator.

They moved to Luverne, N.D., in 1930 when Louis was employed at the Farmers Elevator.

During the early Forties, Louis and Mildred moved to Washington state where they were employed until their retirement.

Louis passed away September 26, 1983. Mildred is living with her daughter, Millicent in Pasco, Wash.

Myril Schoeppach - Marjorie Reisenburg

where they lived on different farms. The summer of 1910 William spent hauling steel by horse and wagon from Colgate for the railroad being built through Pillsbury.

After retiring in 1941, the Schoeppachs moved the Valley City, N.D., where they remained for the rest of their lives. Vinnie died in 1964 and William died in 1965. They had been married for 64 years

William and Vinnie Schoeppach on their

60th Wedding Anniversary.

Front: Marge and Myril SchoeppachBack: Duane, John, Roger

Pictured below are front: Vinnie and William Schoeppach; middle: Harriet, Vivian, Vera and Neita; and back: Arvid, Arnold, Miles, LaVona and Harold.

On May 17, 1941 Marjorie Mae Reisenburg and Myril Duane Schoeppach were united in marriage. They settled in Hope, N.D., where Myril was employed at the Hope Grain Co., until drafted into the armed services in 1942. On June 1, 1942 a son was born to this union and was named Duane Myril.

In December 1945 Myril was discharged from the Army and was employed at the Hope Implement Co. in Hope, N.D., which at that time was an International Harvestor dealership under the direction of Albert Lockwood.

On April 19, 1947 another son was born to Myril and Margie and they named him John Henry. A third son, Roger Lee was born on August 16, 1948. The boys all attended school at the Hope Public School, Hope, N.D.

In 1955 Myril was employed by Mars Equipment as a mechanic and later moved into the parts department. They moved to Page, N.D., in 1968 and Myril remained in the parts department of AP Equipment, Inc.

Myriil retired in 1982 and is doing part-time work.

William Schoeppach - Vinnie Boyer

William George Schoeppach was born July 16, 1877 at Racine, Wis. Vinnie May Boyer was born July 20, 1878 at Vernon Center, Minn. William and Vinnie were married August 13, 1899 at Truman, Minn., Martin County. They moved to Clay County, Minn., in 1902. After spending two years there they moved to Colgate, N.D., in the spring of 1905 when they were flooded out. This move was done by driving overland with horses and wagon. The cattle were shipped by train. Vinnie and her two children, Neita and Vivian, came by train.

In 1907 they moved to Barnes County, N.D.,

and had nine children.

Neita, born June 25, 1901 married Harold

Watson in 1923. They have six children, 22 grand

children and 22 great-grandchildren. Vivian, born

May 14, 1904 married E.C. Smoot. Bert was

manager of the elevator in Pillsbury. He is deceased.. They had three children. Arvid, born October 30, 1906 married Viola Kranker. They are deceased. They had five children Vera, born January 27, 1908, married Lloyd Stufflebean, divorced, and married F.C. Williams. Both men are deceased. Lavona, born April 7, 1911 married Axel Moe. They have four children and live in Abercrombie, N.D. Arnold "Pat", born September 7, 1913 married Hannah Venaas and they live in Lisbon, N.D. Harold "Pete", was born February 23, 1915. He married Lorraine Schuldt and they had three children. He is deceased. Harriet, born September 5, 1918 married Cliff Burley and had three sons. She divorced and married Milton Miller. They live in Willows, Calif. Miles "Joe", was born September 24, 1924. He married Frances Kunze. They had three daughters. He is deceased.

Alexander Scoular

Alexander Scoular was born in Scotland about the year of 1870. As a young man, he came to Baldwin Township, Barnes County, North Dakota, in the late 1880s and settled on the NW1/4 of Section 20. After farming a short time he returned to Scotland, where he met and married a young lady named, Lily. They then returned to the farm in Baldwin Township, farming together.

Alexander Scoular died in 1914 with Lily Scoular continuing on with the farm operation until 1942, when she died.

This marriage was not blessed with any children.

James Scoular - Annie MacDonald

Fargo, the family farm was operated by their son, Clark, until 1939 when Hazel and Howard Pross took over the farm operation. The land is presently being farmed by the third generation, Norman and Harold Pross.

Hans Simonson - Julia Distad

James and Annie Scouler

James John Scoular was born in Sterling, Scotland, on July 13, 1872. He came to Wheatland, N.D., in 1891 where he followed the blacksmith trade. In 1893 James John Scoular returned to Scotland where he married Annie MacDonald of Hougharry, North U ist, Scotland. They then returned to Baldwin Township, Barnes County, North Dakota, where they homesteaded on the N E1/4 of Section 28.

They never spared themselves and met the  Sever Skjefte - Martha Roschild

rigor of pioneer life with reliance and- depen -  Sever Sklefte was born on October-4,-1885 of

dability. "They had a strong mind, a great heart,  Norwegian immigrant parents in Renville County

true faith with ready hands and took an active part  near Sacred Heart; Minn. He left Minnesota for

in the development of the community. They were  North Dakota where he homesteaded in Dunn

members of the Presbyterian Church then located  County in western North Dakota.

in Baldwin Township. They were blessed with four  Martha (Roschild) Skjeft was born on Sep

children: James J. Scoular, born in 1895 and died in  tember 2, 1888 in Reriville, Minn. She is of German

1957; Mary Scoular Lilyerd, born in 1898 and died in  descent. Martha moved with her family to the

1955; Hazel Scoular Pross, born in 1899 and who is  same area as Sever and it was there they became

now a resident of the Sheyenne Care Center in  acquainted and married on March 14, 1910. They

Valley City, N.D.: and Clark Scoular, born in 1901,  lived in the homestead shack and later builta house

who is novvretiredfrom farming and lives in Valley  to live in. In 1933 they moved to a farm near the

City, N.D.  Killdeer Mountains. In 1937 they moved to eastern

The Scoular family continued to farm in North Dakota in Ellsbury Township Section 27 in Baldwin Township until they moved to rural Fargo, Barnes County. Some of their neighbors were Iver N.D., about 1920 where they spent the rest of their Wisteds, Bill Abraham, George Lemley, H. Lutyears. James John Scoular died in 1952 and Annie fens, Ed Levin, Matt Murphy, Emmett Bowe and MacDonald Scoular died in 1958. After moving to  Henry Fox.
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Hans and Julia Simonson

Hans Simonson came from Norway to work for Nels Olson in Minnie Lake Township. He met Julia Distad of Perley, Minn., when she ta.ught school in the Moe School (just one-half mile west of Maynard Burchill's farm). They married in 1913 and moved to Montana for a few years before returning to this area. They bought a quarter of land from Olina Odegaard, living in a cook car for a year before building their new home. The home is still standing today.

Hans died in November of 1971 and is interred in the Page Cemetery. Julia moved into the Sheyenne Care Center in Valley City after his death. At this writing she is in good health at 98 years of age.

Farming improved and the cattle herd increased, so in 1944 they purchased and moved to the Glover Ranch, west of Glover, N.D. This consisted of 1600 acres of farm and pasture land needed for the large herd of cattle.

Age took its toll and in July of 1969 they purchased a new home at 19 North 12th in Oakes to retire in and enjoy. Sever passed away on September 11, 1969. Martha passed away on January

Martha and Sever Skjefte, 1950

31, 1976. 'They are both buried in the Oakesview Cemetery.

Sever and Martha had ten children, eight of which are still living. Sylvia and Mabel, twins, were born first. Mabel passsed away at the age of five. Sylvia married Alf Gross of Enderlin, N.D. They farmed near Enderlin. and Verona before retiring and now reside in Oakes. Cyril married Barbara Nolting of Hope, N.D. They farmed near Hope and Oakes before moving into Oakes where they now reside. Adeline married Kenneth Olson of Killdeer, N.D. They continue to live on their farm there. Gordon married Betty Lutjens of Pillsbury, N.D. They farmed at Pillsbury and Oakes before moving to Oakes. Ruben and Ruby are twins. Ruben married Sylvia Ptacek of Oakes. They farmed until his health failed. Ruben passed away on October 22, 1965. He was living in Lisbon at the time. Ruby married Hall Washburn of Hope, N.D. They reside on their farm. Alton married Corrine Theisen of LaMoure, N.D. They now live on and farm a portion of the Glover Ranch. Wallace farmed-part of the Glover Ranch -and is now living in. Oakes, N.D. LaVerne married Lloyd Ptacek of rural Oak:es,-N-.D. They are farming near Cogswell, N. D.

Ruben, Ruby, Alton, Wally and LaVerne all attended school at Pillsbury. Sever and Martha Skjefte observed their 50th wedding anniversary in Grace Free Lutheran Church in 1960.

Richard Slama - Kathryn Olson

Kathy Olson, daughter of Lorraine and Archie Olson, grew up on a farm seven miles south of Pillsbury. She attended Pillsbury School from 1958 -until graduation from high school in 1967. She was a cheerleader, participated in track and worked on the annual and school paper staffs.

Tony, Richard and Kathy Slama, Melissa, Nick

Upon graduation from Minot State College with a degree in special education in 1971, Kathy moved to Kalispell, Mont. She taught school there for several years.

Kathy was married to Richard Slama on July 6, 1974. They still reside in Kalispell where Rick is a building contractor. They have three children, Anthony born in 1977, Nicholas born in 1980 and Melissa in 1982.

Earl Slater - Helen Kleingartner

Front: Helen and Earl Slater Back: Marilyn, Mark, Sharon

Earl Slater was born March 21, 1920 at Garden City, S.D., the son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Slater. He graduated from high school at Selfridge, N.D., and moved to Oriska in 1940 in Minnie Lake Township.

On March 21, 1946 he married Helen Kleingartner in Valley City, N.D. She was born on January 8, 1925, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Em

Kleingartner, at Gackle N.D. She received her education at the Gackle School, taught two years in the Gackle area and two years in Minnie Lake Township, Oriska.

They have three children. Sharon, born in 1947, graduated from Pillsbury High School and Interstate Business College in Fargo, N.D. She was employed at Macdonald Clinic in Valley City, N.D., before her marriage to Robert Klein Jr. of Eckelson, N.D., in 1968. They have five children, Jason, Tracy, Jon, Mary and Brent.

Mark, born in 1956, graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1974. He attended Moorhead Tech for one year and Valley City State College for two years. He is presently farming in Hope, N.D.

Marilyn, born in 1959, attended Pillsbury School until 1974. She graduated from Luverne High School. She is married to Wade Ihry of Hope, N.D., where they farm. They have three children, Joshua, Kent and Dena.

C.O. Smith

C.O. (Charles O'Laughlin) Smith was born in Granby, N.Y., in 1866. He grew up on a farm, learning farming and carpentry. In 1903 he came to North Dakota and did carpenter work. He also homesteaded on three quarters of land just east of Pillsbury. He built a house and coal shed in Pillsbury, selling coal for several years. In the fall of 1913 he went back to New York and returned with a bride. There were no children from this union.

Charles continued to farm for a number of years. In the spring of 1929 he held an auction sale and returned to New York to I ive.

Gordon Smith

Hattie Smith

Hattie Smith

Hattie Smith was born October 27, 1876 at Fulton, N.Y., and died July 21, 1975 at Valley City, N. D.

She moved to Dakota in the early 1900s. She taught school for several years in Pillsbury and following that was the postmistress. She helped raise her two nephews, Gordon and Lester. She was the church treasurer and the Sunday School superintendent.

Jay Walker Smith - Sophia Goldberg

Gordon Smith was born October 30, 1905 in Fulton, N.Y. He moved to Pillsbury with his parents as a young boy and continued to live there the rest of his life doing farming. His parents were Jay and Sophia Smith. He died on May 22, 1984.

Lester and Gordon Smith

Jay and Hattie Smith

Jay Walker Smith was born and raised in the town of Goanby, N.Y., on September 14, 1869. His parents were Samuel and Bertha Smith. He attended a country school nearby for seven years before being forced to stay home and help on the farm. In the year of 1881 he applied for a job as a railroad mail carrier. There were 69 applications for the same job, he was turned down. He then managed the home farm for several years.

I n September 1903 he was married to a very attractive lady by the name of Sophia Goldberg, who was born in Germany, but migrated to this country at the early age of three years old with her parents. To this union were born two boys, Gordon and Lester'. Lester was badly affected with asthma at a very early age, so in 1910 they came to North Dakota to see if moving would help him.

Sophia passed away on August 14, 1913. Jay then built a house and other farm buildings in Pillsbury. In 1923 he was appointed relief postmaster. He held this job for several years, besides his farm work. He lived to be 93 years old, passing away on July 26, 1963 and was laid to rest in the family plot in Fulton, N.Y.

Lester Smith - Velma McKay

Front: Lester and Velma SmithBack: Katherine, Lloyd and Marian

Lester Smith, son of Sophia and Jay Smith, was born in Fulton, N.Y., in 1907. At three years of age he moved with his family to Pillsbury where they, lived on the C.O. Smith farm 1/2 mile east of Pillsbury.

After Mrs. Smith's death in 1913, the family moved into Pillsbury in 1914, where Lester and his brother, Gordon, were raised by their father and aunt, Hattie Smith.

After graduation from Pillsbury High School, Lester attended the Agricultural College at Fargo, N. D. Gordon stayed home and helped on the farm.

Velma McKay, daughter of Roderick.and Mary McKay, and Lester Smith were married in 1931 by Rev. Calvin in Hope, N.D. They lived nine years on a farm 1/2 mile east of Pillsbury, moving to their present_h_ome 1/2 mile south and two miles east of Pillsbury.

Three children were born to this union. Marion, Mrs. Merle Flatt, I ives on a farm west of Pillsbury. Lloyd married to Doris Woodbury, manages an elevator and lives in Walum, N.D. Katherine, whose husband Ron is deceased, lives in Kennewick, Wash.

Samuel F. Smith

Samuel F. Smith, born in Belfast, Ireland, arrived in the United States at the age of twelve, making his home in New York state, and working on the Erie Canal. Later, He married the boss's daughter, Mary Laughlin. To them were born six sons and one daughter: William, George, Charles, Jay, John, Hattie and Fred.

In 1882, Samuel Smith came to Valley City  to visit  this brother-in-law,  William Laughlin. At this time he filed claims for his two oldest sons, William and George, in the Goose Lake district, twenty-five miles north of Valley City, before returning to New York.

The next spring, in 1883, Will was married and the newly wed couple left for Valley City. They spent the next few years proving their claims. Will and his wife, Lydia, were living in a tar-paper claim shanty. To them were born two sons, Roy and Leland. Roy continued farming after his father retired. His other son, Leland, became a lawyer settling in Fargo.

George, a bachelor, lived a short distance from his brother, Will. In the fall of 1897 he married Mamie Northrup at Hope, N.D. They had three sons and one daughter.

Lots of building was going on, and another brother, Charles, came out and worked as a carpenter and in 1889 he built a large nine-room house for his brother, Will, and Lydia.

In 1900, another brother, John, came west and took up farming. With him were his wife and infant son. In 1905, his wife died and the boy was raised by his wife's parents in Pennsylvania. In 1908, he married Ida Nolting,-and they hadtwo children,-Marjorie and Willard. Marjorie lives on the home farm with her husband, Gordon Myer,-and Willard is teaching in Ashland, Ore. In 1916, John had sunstroke and passed away, leaving his widow and two very small children.

I n 1910, Jay, his wife and two sons arrived from the east. He became a farmer with his land just outside Pillsbury. One of the sons, Gordon, lived there until his death. The other son, Lester, is married to Velma McKay, a daughter of another early pioneer. They live on a farm near Pillsbury.

In 1911, Hattie, the only daughter of Samuel Smith, came to North Dakota. She was a teacher; first in a one-room school just west of Pillsbury, and then in the Pillsbury School after it was built. When Jay's wife died, shortly after Hattie arrived,

Samuel Smith

she took over the raising of his two small boys. She served as postmistress in Pillsbury for many years. She passed away in 1975 at the age of 98.

Willard Smith

Willard Smith is the son of John A. Smith and Lydia (Nolting) Smith. He has one sister, Marjorie Smith Myer.

He lived with his family on their farm, three miles west of Pillsbury. During the summer of 1916, when Willard was six years old, his father, John, died. Lydia continued to farm with the help of hired men for five years, then moved to Pillsbury into the house just north of Keyes'.

After completing the sixth grade in Pillsbury, Willard and his family moved to Valley City, N.D. He completed public school there and earned a B.A. degree at Valley City State College. He taught two years in Montana and went into school administration. He served in the infantry during World War II and was discharged as a Staff Sergeant. He served as superintendent of schools at Hot Springs, Mont., for eleven years and then migrated to Ashland, Ore., serving as principal of the junior high school until his retirement in 1978.

Willard was married to Jeanne Holmen in 1939. She died in 1969. They had two children, Clark and Sharon. He also has one granddaughter and two great-grandchildren.

His present wife is Elfriede, who was born and educated in Austria.

The Smiths now reside in Medford, Ore.

Maurice Sowden - Angeline Colbert

Angie and Maurice Sowden on their Golden WeddingAnniversary with her mother, Mrs. Colbert.

Maurice "Swede" Sowden was born on the family farm to William G. and Minnie (Nelson) Sowden on February 10, 1910. This was in Baldwin Township, Barnes County, between the towns of Pillsbury and Luverne. He joined a brother, William; a sister, Viola; and later another brother, Vernon. The Sowden ancestors were from England and the Nelsons from Sweden.

. Maurice received his education at the Baldwin Consolidated School and then continued to live in Baldwin Township as a farmer. In the 1930s he also ran barn dances in the haymow of the barn on the home farm. He ran this before he was married and continued for a few years after he married Angie Col bert.

Angeline "Angie" Colbert was born at Aneta, N.D., to James J. and Lilian Ann (Becker) Colbert on April 21, 1916. She joined a brother, Patrick Leo, who later lost his life in the battle of the Java Sea in WW II. When she was about two years old, she moved with her family to Hope, N.D. A sister, Bette, later joined the family. The Colbert ancestors were from Ireland and the Beckers were from Germany.

Angie received her education at the Hope Public School while working at various jobs there.

Davin, Wayne and Joyce, John, Scott,Christine (John's wife) and Bill.

Swede and Angie were married at Hope on September 29, 1935 and farmed in Baldwin Township. They had one son, William James Sowden, born on November 12, 1935. He was not very old before they realized he was a "special child" because he was deaf. He attended the School for the Deaf at Devils Lake, N.D., and graduated from there. Billy has taken many courses to keep up with the new machines as they come into the newspaper business. He is now an Atex operator for the Minneapolis Tribune at Minneapolis, Minn.

Billy is married and has four sons: Wayne, John, Scott and Davin; and two grandchildren,

Nicky and Linnea. They make their homes in the Coon Rapids, Minn., area. In the fall of 1952, Swede and Angie moved to Pillsbury where Swede worked in the Pillsbury Elevator. In June 1957, they moved to Oriska, N. D., where Swede became manager of the elevator, the position he held until he retired in January, 1975. Angie worked as bookkeeper at the elevator and part-time clerk at the Farmer's Mercantile store. She became clerk at the Oriska Post Office in 1963 and was appointed postmistress in 1976, retiring in June of 1985. The Sowdens are both retired and continue to live in Oriska.

William Sowden - LaVerne Harrington

William and LaVerne Sowden family.

LaVerne Harrington, daughter of Agnes and Gladstone Harrington, attended twelve years of school, at Pillsbury, graduating in 1928.

She married Bill Sowden of Baldwin Township and they rented the Smith farm (home of Gordon Myer) for five years until they moved to Valley City where_ Bill managed the Harrington Feedlot and also farmed.

LaVerne and Bill have three children, Joyce, Jerry and Linda. All three graduated from Valley City State College.

Joyce was born on a farm near Pillsbury. She and her husband, LeRoy Larson, live near Banks, Ore., where he develops subdivisions. They have four children, Karen, Dean, Paula and Linda.

Jerry is superintendent of schools at Hot Springs, Mont. Jerry and JoAnn have four children, Kathy, Jeff, Dee and Jerilyn.

Linda lives in Valley City, N.D. She was a school teacher. She is, married to Luther Skogen, director of college relations at Valley City State College. They also have two children, Sara and Matthew.

LaVerne and Bill's family consists of 30 including grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

They have retired and are living in their home of 41 years in Valley City.

LaVerne worked 17 years at Sears in Valley City.

Joe Sparkman - Nola Keyes

Nola (Keyes) Sparkman was born January 6, 1935 in Pillsbury, N.D., in a house owned by Jake Benson, located near where the post office now stands.

She is the daughter of Clarence and Florence Keyes and the granddaughter of Fred and Mae

Keyes. She was raised in Pillsbury, living in three different houses, all on Linden Street. She attended all twelve years of school in Pillsbury, graduating in 1952. She worked for her parents in the Keyes Grocery Store.

Nola attended Valley City State Teacher's College from 1952-1954. After teaching in Finley, N.D., from 1954-1956 and substitute teaching 19561957 in Pillsbury, she took the primary grades teaching position at the Pillsbury School where she taught from 1957-1960.

Nola married Joe Sparkman in 1955 and they have two daughters, Sherry and Jill. The Sparkmans now live in Helena, Mont.
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Joe and Nola Sparkman with daughters,Jill O'Toole and Sherry Gillespie.

David Steele - Debbie Sundstrom

Debbie, David, Kylee and Brandon Steele

Debbie Sundstrom Steele is the youngest daughter of Ben and Marjorie Sundstrom. She lived on their farm in Minnie Lake Township her entire childhood, attending Pillsbury School all twelve years and graduating in 1974. Throughout those years, 4-H and sports played an important part of her I if e.

After graduation she attended college in Valley City and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in both art and elementaryeducation in 1978.

In August of 1977 she married David Steele from Pingree, N. D. Together they taught elementary grades in Medina, N.D.

Presently they have made Jamestown, N.D., their home. David teaches 7th grade life science in Jamestown and she is now a licensed day care provider. They have two children, a daughter Kylee, who was born in 1980 and a son, Brandon, who was born in 1982.

Besides day care, Debbie is involved with volenteer services in town, an active member in the Jamestown Women of Today and the Jamestown Association for Child Care Services.

Ilia Mae Stevenson

Ilia Mae Stevenson, daughter of Amelia and John Stevenson, farmers, attended grade school in Minnie Lake Township. From eighth through sophomore she attended Pillsbury High School. In 1949 1 lia graduated from Valley City High School.

She presently lives is Minneapolis, Minn. She has one brother, Kenneth, who lives in Fargo, N.D.

John Stevenson - Edith E. Northridge

lone Persson Steinmann'

lone Alda Persson was born in Luverne, N.D. She moved with her father, Axel Persson, to Pillsbury and attended high school, graduating in 1941. While in high school she played basketball, was a cheerleader and entered many singing and speech competitions.

In 1941 lone married Harold "Pete" Schoeppach. They divorced in 1948. She moved to Salem, Ore., in 1948 and has lived there since. In 1954 she married George Steinmann, a mail carrier. They have one daughter, Paulette.

John Stevenson, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Stevenson of Clough, North Ireland, was born March 2, 1887. He immigrated to the United States, living in Illinois and Minnesota before moving to North Dakota. He died March 25, 1951.

On June 27, 1916 he married Edith Elizabeth Northridge, the second daughter of Henry and Jane Burchill Northridge. Edith was born February 23, 1897 in Worcester, Massachusettes. At the age of seven she moved with her parents to a farm near Pillsbury, where she made her home until her death. Edith died of pneumonia on February 3, 1927 at the age of 29 years and 11 months. It was said of her, "She was never so happy as when doing a kind act or helping to lighten another's burden.". To this union one son, Robert L., was born on May 2, 1921.

Robert "Bob". lived in. Minnie Lake Township

until he joined the Army in World War II. Bob is

now retired after 20 years in the Army as an officer

and 20 years with the Department of Health,

Education and Welfare. He and his wife, Leila

(Fuller) Stevenson, reside in Ft. Smith, Arkansas.

They have one son, John S. Stevenson.

After Edith's death, John married Amelia

Bergstrom.
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Glade Cowles Stranahan

Glade Cowles Stranahan with the Peterson Twins.

Mrs. Glade (Cowles) Stranahan moved to Pillsbury in 1916 with her family. Her father managed a grocery store for Mrs. J. Smith, located next to the hotel. The family moved from Pillsbury in 1925. Both Mr. and Mrs. Cowles are deceased.

Glade attended schools in Fargo and North Dakota State University. She married in 1933 and has one daughter and two grandsons.

Before retiring, Glade worked as credit manager for O.J. deLendrecies Co. for 25 years. She presently lives in a retirement home near Peoria, III:.

Harland and Inger Strand

Harland and Inger Strand lived in the parsonage in Pillsbury. Besides working in the Red Owl Store they had a restauant on the second lot north of the store on Main Street next to Keyes Store.

Inger writes, "We enjoyed our time at Pillsbury and had many friends we're loooking forward to seeing."

Eric Sundstrom - Clara Peschek

Albert, Olive and Alvin Sundstrom

Eric Sundstrom came from Stockholm, Sweden, to Minnie Lake Township in 1902. His post office was Page, N.D. He married Clara Peschek on April 14, 1909. They farmed, raising grain and

cattle. Six children were born to them, they are: Albert, February 20, 1910, now retired from farming but still living on the farm with his sister Olive. Alvin was born November 26, 1911, he was farming in partnership with his brother Albert, but passed away February 22, 1978. Frank was born September 15, 1913. He purchased. the John Stevenson farm and farmed the land until his retirement. He now lives in Valley City, N.D. A nephew, Jerrold Sundstrom and his family live on the place and farm the land. Josephine, Mrs. Leonard Larson, was born September 12, 1915, and now lives in St. Paul, Minn. Ben was born February 25, 1919. He married Marjorie Bakke. Olive was born November 1, 1921.

Eric Sundstrom passed away September 6, 1939. Clara Sundstrom died January 29, 1961. Ben and Frank were in the U.S. services during World War 11.

Gordon and Pam Sundstrom

Andrea, Sherre and Garrett Sundstrom, children of Gordon and Pam Sundstrom.

Jerrold Sundstrom - Lorrie Altringer

Jerrold Sundstrom was born May 6. 1953 it! Valley City, N.D. He is the third child of Ben and Marjorie Sundstrom of rural Oriska, N.D. He received his education in Pillsbury, graduating in 1971. Throughout his high school years he was active in baseball and basketball. He was a member of the Weimer Rustlers 4-H Club.

Lorrie Altringer, daughter of DuWayne and Phyllis Altringer, was born October 21, 1957 in Jamestown, N.D. She received her education at Spiritwood, N.D., for nine years, moving to Pillsbury with her family in August of 1973. She graduated from Oriska High School in 1976. During high school she was active in basketball. She was a member of the High Spirit 4-H Club in Stutsman County while living there.

Jerrold and Lorrie were married July 30, 1976
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R.N. (Norris) Swick - Erna Lutjens

Teather, Lorrie and Jerrold Sundstrom, Thane

at Minnie Lake Lutheran Church. They lived in Finley where Jerrold owned and operated Jerrold's Standard Station. In 1978 they moved to Minnie Lake Township where they are presently farming.

They have two children, Thaine Allen, born January 26, 1977 at Valley City, N.D., who is in grade school in Oriska. He belongs to Cub Scouts. Teather Jo, was born May 27, 1982 in Valley City, N. D.

Jerrold and Lorrie lived south of Pillsbury on the Morton farm. Due to Frank Sundstrom's health they moved onto this farm _.and have lived there since. They attend church at Zion Lutheran Church of Oriska,.

Howard Svenningsen. - Mary Ellen Wagner

Erna and Norris Swick

Norris Swick and Erna Lutjens were married in June of 1916 at Frazee, Minn. A year later they came to North Dakota and went to work on a farm for some friends. A few years later he farmed on his own on some land on the edge of Goose Lake, west of Pillsbury.

They had three children, Robert (died in 1980); Harry Raymond and Katherine Gladys.

Norris was a self-taught veterinarian. He also raised sheep. He did most of his farming with horses although he also owned a pair of mules. These mules were quite an attraction with people from the area coming to see them. They were used on the machinery if they were in the mood. In not, Norris would go back to the horses.

Besides farming and doing vet work he also hauled ice from the river to Pillsbury and Luverne.

I n 1934 the Swicks moved to a farm near Hope, N.D., living there until 1940 when they returned to Pillsbury. Norris worked for the Van Winkels and Mr. Price in the tavern.

Erna opened a restaurant in their home. She did this until Christmas Day of 1948 when their home caught fire and burned. She then opened a restaurant on main street until 1955.

Norris passed away in 1959 and Erna in 1974. Both are interred in Memory Gardens, Valley City, N.D

Quin, Howard Svenningsen, Glenn, Ann, Mary, Jo, Emy

Howard and Mary Ellen (Wagner) Svenningsen bought the Harold Eberle farm south of Pillsbury in the fall of 1968 and moved therein 1969. They have five children: Ann, Emy, Quin, Glen and Jo Marie. The children attend school at Oriska, N. D.
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Allen Thielman - Carol Baker

Carol Baker Thielman, daughter of Floyd and Alene Baker, lived in Pillsbury for 19 years. She married Allen Thielman of Page, N.D., and they are presently living in Fergus Falls, Minn., where

they own a fabricating business. Carol is a secretary/accountant.

Carol and Allen have three children, Wanda, Michelle and Jeffery.

Theodore Thilmony Family

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Thilmony moved from Lodi, Ill., to Oriska, N.D., in 1911 with eight of their fifteen children.

Theodore and Luzia purchased section 27 inEllsbury Township from Eliner Richardson in 1914.Their children are: Mike, married to RosePehr; Charles, married to Lena Pehr; Frances,Mrs. John Ertell; Mary, an R.N. married Art

Zigmund; George married Hazel Brace; Clara, Mrs. Leavitt Barker, lives in Detroit, Mich.; Loretta, Mrs. John Dunn, from Minneapolis, Minn.; Lucille, Mrs. Albert Enders of Wichita, Kan.; Katie, Mrs. Paul Hubner of Rochester, Ind.; Annie, Mrs. Harley Joy, Chicago, Ill; and Freda, Mrs. George CruII.

Henry G. Tooley

Henry Tooley lived with his parents on a farm eight miles south of Pillsbury on Highway 32 known as the "Van Steenberg Farm," directly west of Minnie Lake School. He attended his first two years of high school in Pillsbury, leaving because of hi; father's ill health.

Henry is retired and lives near the Mississippi River in the town of Anoka, Minn. He worked for

the McQuay Air Conditioning Co. of Minneapolis twenty years and a plant superintendent for ten years.

He and his wife, Jeanne, owned the Forest Variety and Hardware in Minneapolis for two years. They helped start the Cornelius Beverage Co. in Anoka from 1957 to 1981 when he retired.

Benjamin Tuenge - Ella Hass

Benjamin and Ella (Hass) Tuenge moved to Pillsbury in June of 1943. Ben ran the road main

tainer out of Pillsbury. They started out living in a cook car along the side of the maintenance shed. Ben drove school bus for Pillsbury School for several years, also was janitor in 1947-1948. They then moved into the parsonage just north of the church. Henry, the oldest son, joined the Navy in 1944. Margary, Delores and Clarence "Ole" attended Pillsbury School. Margary and Delores graduated from there in 1946-1947, respectively. Clarence joined the Army in 1947,

Ben and Ella farmed in Baldwin Township and also in Minnie Lake. They had farmed in the Fingal and Kathryn area also. They quit farming in 1966 and retired to a trailer on the Lorne Burchill farm south of the elevator. Ben died May 3, 1973. Ella moved to Valley City where she lived until her death in April 29, 1983. They are buried in Memory Gardens.

Front: Ella and Ben TuengeBack: Delores, Clarence, Henry and Margery
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Russell Umsted - Sheryl Lemley

Sheryl Kay Lemley is the daughter of George

S. Lem ley

and LaMae C. Lemley. She graduated

from Pillsbury High School in 1960. She attended VCSTC and received her degree in elementary education. She taught school in Tappan, N.D., Blooming Prairie, Minn., St. Paul Park, Minn., and Buffalo, N.D.

On August 8, 1968 she was married to Russ Umsted, son of Harry and Margaret (Jack) Urnsted of Page, N.D. Russ is a graduate of NDSU, graduating in 1968. He is supervisor for Northwestern Bell Telephone Company. Sheryl works at Western States Life Insurance Company in the marketing department.

They have a son, Jason Douglas, born in 1970. He attends North High School in Fargo, N.D. Their daughter, Melinda Kay, born in 1972 attends Ben Franklin Jr. High School. They are members of Hope Lutheran Church in Fargo.

Jason, Sheryl and Russ Umsted, Melinda

Caroline Sundstrom Vadnie

Carol was born to Ben and Marjorie Sundstrom in February of 1943. She lived on their farm in Minnie Lake Township. Her first eight years of education were at the Minnie Lake School. She attended high school in Pillsbury and graduated in 1960.

Carol attended college in Valley City and graduated with a teaching certificate in elementary education in 1962. She taught grades 1-3 in Ayr Public School.

In August of 1963, she married Marlynn Vadnie from Hope, N.D. They have one son, Ritchie, born

in September of 1964. They lived in Minnesota for several years. In 1976 they moved to Nashville, Tenn. Carol went back to school at Helena Dye Beauty School in Nashville and graduated in 1980.

She now resides in Orlando, Fla., and presently attends Southern College, working toward a degree in business administration. She owns and operates an office and home cleaning service.

Ritchie is presently a machinist mate in the U.S. Navy stationed on the U.S.S. Hawkbill submarineout of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii:

Tom Vagle - Diana Baasch

Diana Baasch Vagle moved to the Pillsbury area in 1952 with her parents, Clayton and Beatrice Baasch, and six brothers and sisters. They lived on the Victor Karges farm (also known as the Bill Dorothy farm) east and north of Pillsbury. Besides farming they also sold cream at Keyes Store.

Diana, James, Dale, Jeannette, Stuart and Dennis attended school in Pillsbury. The youngest, Kathleen, was a baby. Diana was the only member of the family to graduate from Pillsbury. Her folks

had moved to Colgate, N.D., while she finished school in Pillsbury. She graduated on May 29, 1957

as valedictorian.

Diana's parents are retired and live in Elliott, N.D. James lives in Oakes, N.D.; Dale, Jeannette and Kathleen live in Lisbon, N.D.; Stuart is in Billings, Mont.; and Dennis is at Maxbass, N.D. All are married and have families. Diana is married to Tom Vagle and lives in Valley City, N.D. She has four children, two cats and three grandchildren.

271.

Allen Van Winkle

Allen Van Winkle

Allen Van Winkle came to Pillsbury in January of 1938, buying the liquor store from Vic Lapel. Orville and Grace Price came along with him to help run the store. They lived above the place of business.

Allen later married and moved to the old Hank Northridge house. His wife, Nina, taught school in Pillsbury during the war.

Sam Vangsness - Janet Burchill

Janet Evelyn Burchill was born December 17, 1949 at Valley City, N.D., to Ronald and Evelyn (Ostreim) Burchill. She attended school at Pillsbury and graduated in 1967. She attended North Dakota State University and graduated from St. Luke's School of Nursing in 1970. She attended Moorhead State University and graduated from there in 1979.

Janet married Sam Vangsness on August 18, 1979 in Fargo, N.D. They have two daughters, Amanda Jo, born June 17, 1981; and Ashley Elizabeth, born April 16, 1985. Sam and Janet farm and ranch near Leonard, N.D. Janet continues to work in the nursing profession.

Amanda Jo and Ashley Elizabeth

Marvin Warren - Elizabeth Morgan

Marvin Warren was born February 27, 1914 at Sutherland, Iowa. In 1935 he came to work for George Burchill who lived 31/2 miles west of Hope, N.D. During the summers of 1935 and 1936 he worked on the Ed and Josie Erickson farm two miles north of Pillsbury.

On October 5, 1936 Marvin married Elizabeth Morgan, having met her when they both worked for George Burchill. They lived with her parents the first two years they were married. A daughter, Grace, was born November 5, 1938. She is now married to Julius Ferch and they farm near LaMoure, N.D.

In September of 1938, the Warrens moved to the Furlong farm one-half mile south of Colgate, N.D.

There a daughter, Janet, was born on December 26, 1939. She is living in St. Louis, Mo., with her husband, Don Westerbur.

In September 1940 the family moved to the Van Arnum farm north of Colgate. It was here that Louise was born on August 9, 1943. She and her husband, Joey Schmidt, now farm near LaMoure, N. D.

A son, Keith, was born in 1946. The family had moved one mile east of Colgate by this time. Elizabeth still lives on this farm. Marvin passed away December 23, 1981.

Keith married Shanda Neumiller of Bowdon, N.D. They live on the home farm.
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Reed Washburn - Jackie McKay

basketball. His girls' team won the Barnes County title in 1927. He also started the first "Play Day" in competition with Grand Prairie and Baldwin Schools.

Neita and Harold were married June 12, 1923 and lived in Pillsbury until 1930. Three daughters were born in the teacherage; Betty in 1924, Joyce in 1925, and Carol in 1927.

After receiving his B.S. degree from VCSTC, the family moved to Sheldon, N.D., where Harold remained superintendent for nine years. Their first

Jackie and Reed Washburn

Reed and Jackie were married September 23, 1980. They farm 61/2 miles northwest of Pillsbury. Jackie owns and operates her own upholstery shop, Jack's Country Upholstery, in the basement of her home. She graduated from Pillsbury in 1959. Reed graduated from Hope, also in 1959.

Jackie has two children. Scott works with Ihry Construction in Hope. Judy, Mrs. Kirby Voltz, lives in Galesburg, N.D.

Reed has four children. Greg, married to Jill Jacobsen of Finley, has two daughters, Kaylee and Lisha. They live in Hope.

Teresa, the second child, graduated from Mayville College.

He also has twin daughters, Lesley and Laurice. Lesley is married to Marvin Pederson. Laurice attends AVTI in Grand Forks, N.D.

Harold[ Watson - Neita Schoeppach

Front: Mary Susan, Neita and Harold Watson, ElizabethBack: Jerome, Joyce, Carol and Houston

son, Jerome, was born in 1932 while they lived there. One year was spent as prinicpal of the Leal, N.D., school. He retired from teaching in 1940 and moved his family to Pillsbury for one year. Pillsbury was the summer vacation and Thanksgiving retreat for the Watson clan as the Schoeppach grandparents farmed four miles north and a m ile west of Pillsbury.

In 1941 the Watsons moved to Valley City where

Neita Schoeppach was born June 25, 1901 to Harold worked as a sales manager for the William and Vinnie (Boyer) Schoeppach in Martin Harrington Brothers Livestock Sales for twelve County, Minn. I n 1906 she came to North Dakota years. Two other children were born in Valley City; with her parents andp grew. up on a farm.11/2 miles  Houston in 1941 and Mary Susan in 1945. In 1953

theymovedto Charles City, Iowa, to work with the Link Sale Company.

At age 65 Harold retired and took up antique - collecting, furniture refinishing and had a shop in their home to sell these articles. In 1968 they retired to Valley City continuing with their antiques and added Beam Bottles and collector plates, which Harold collected until his death in 1983 at the age of 89. Harold was a 60-year Mason and American Legion member. The Watsons were charter members of the Veterans of World War I in Charles City, Iowa, and helped to organize the Barracks there. They continued this association when they returned to Valley City.

Their children are: Elizabeth Jeanne, born April 8, 1924, is married to Kenneth Nelson. They live in rural Valley City. They have 10 children and

northeast of Pillsbury (now the Dale Burchill farm). and was educated in country schools and in Pillsbury when the school was opened. She spent one year in Commercial College in Mankato, Minn., returning to work in the Pillsbury Bank.

Harold 'Watson was born November 13, 1894 in Aldrich, Mo., and grew up on a farm. He was educated in rural schools and the Academy in' Morrisville, Mo. He was called into service for his country in February of 1918. He spent one year in France with the Engineers and after the Armistice, spent time teaching English to French children. He was discharged in 1919 and entered Normal School in Valley City, N.D. In September of 1920 he was hired as principal for the school in Pillsbury where he taught for ten years. While there he helped organize a band, a baseball team and also coached
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15 grandchildren. Joyce Elaine, born December 17, 1925, married Earl Frankhanel and they run a Variety Store in Hillsboro, N.D. They have three children and three grandchildren. Carol Lorraine was born December 24, 1927 and is married to Ty Peterson who is a partner in Oliver's Funeral Chapel in Valley City. They have three children and three grandsons. Jerome Alexander was born May 5, 1932 and married Mary Hagen. They live in Medford, N.J., have three children and one grandson. Harold Houston was born April 28, 194.1. He is married to Jeannie Strublle and lives in West Des Moines, Iowa. He has two children. Mary Susan, born December 17, 1945 married George Ford and lives in Bloomington, lll. They have one son.

Neita Watson continues to live in Valley City in the home they bought when they returned to North Dakota. She still dabbles in collector plates and Frankorna mugs.

Doug Wenzel - Joan Sather

Doug and Joan Wenzel, Melissa, Suzanna, Benjamin

Joan (Sather) Wenzel graduated from Pillsbury High School in 1974. She graduated from Golden Valley Lutheran College in 1976 with an AA Degree and in 1979 graduated. from Valley City State College in elementary education.

She moved to Texas in 1979 and taught for one year. In October of that year she was married to Doug Wenzel from Spicer, Minn., in Seguin, Texas. They have four children: Melissa, Suzanna, Benjamin and Krista. They currently live near Spicer, Minn., near Willmar where Doug works at the Willmar Regional Treatment Center.

Kenneth Weshnevski - Darlene Hoff

Darlene Hoff was born December 18, 1948 to Tillie and Julius Hoff. At the age of four, her family moved 'to Valley City where she attended kindergarten. In April of 1954, the family moved to the Joe Grotberg farm near Pillsbury. She attended

Pillsbury School from 1954 to 1964. From 1964 to1966 she attended Goodrich High School inGoodrich, N.D. After graduation she attendedCapital Commercial College in Bismarck. Sheworked part time during college forthe J.C. PenneyCompany and the North Dakota Wheat Commission. She worked at KFYR-TV from 1967 to 1971as commercial traffic manager. She marriedKenneth Weshnevski on April 24, 1971 in Bismarck.Kenneth Weshnevski was born on January 4,1948 to Mary and Lawrence Weshnevski of ruralTower City, N.D. He graduated from Tower High in1966 and graduated from VCSC in 1970. He farmedwith his dad until 1976, when his brother, Ted,

Mike, Phil, Darlene and Ken Weshnevski

began to farm with him. The farm is located 61/2 miles northeast of Tower City.

Darlene and Kenneth have two sons. Philip Lee was born on December 8, 1972. He attends Maple Valley Junior High in Tower City, N.D. Michael Paul was born on November 5, 1975. He attends elementary school in Buffalo, N.D. The family belongs to St. Bernard's Church in Oriska, N.D., where Darlene works as parish secretary and teaches religious education classes. She is also a member of the Tower City Leftovers Club.

While attending school in Pillsbury, Darlene was a class officer, cheerleader and took part in the annual school plays.

Leo "Red" Willert - Myrtle Conner

Leo, son of Herman and Ida Willert, was born and raised in Page, N.D. Myrtle Conner was the daughter of Edward and Renee Conner of Minnesota.

Leo and Myrtle were married November 27, 1935. They had seven children: four boys and three girls.

Darryl was born July 7, 1936. He married Kathy Faul of Harvey, N.D. Darryl spent 20 years in the Army. He is now retired from the service and works for the post office. Darryl and Kathy have four children, Tim, Pam, Morrie and Ronda. They now make their home at Fountain, Colo.

Gloria was born in December 20, 1938. She married Robert Stroh of Heaten, N.D. They have seven children, RoxAnn, Vicky,- Robin, Sandy, Donna, Steven and Melissa. They reside at Brockway, Mont.

Benjamin was born August 20, 1940. He married Linda Leidall of Page, N.D. They have two sons, Bruce and Bradley. Ben also made the Army his career and has retired after twenty years. He works at the post office at Fountain, Colo., where they all live.

Joyce was born January 18, 1942. She is now married to Dick Peak of Underwood, N.D. She has three children, Nancy, David and Nicole.

Steven was born December 13, 1949. He attended school in Pillsbury and graduated in 1968. He attended Valley City State College. He married

Susan Sather. They have two daughters, Lisa and Erin. They Iive at Marion, N. D., where both Steven and Susan teach school.

Cynthia was born May 2, 1952. She attended school and graduated from Pillsbury High School. She married Randy Jess December 22, 1969 at Pillsbury, N.D. They have three children, Heather, Nathan and Nicholas. Randy and Cindy farm in the Pillsbury area.

Rick was born January 5, 1954. He attended Pillsbury School. He married Renee Jacobsen of Hope, N.D. Rick is in the Army and lives in Fountain, Colo. They have two girls, Andrea and Micki.

Myrt and Leo moved to Pillsbury in 1960. Leo worked at the elevator for six years. He passed away August 10, 1966. He is buried in the Page Cemetery at Page, N.D. Myrtle now lives at Hope, N.D. Myrtle works for the Steele County Historical Society.

Rick Willert - Renee Jacobsen

Ricky Wayne Willert, son of Mrs. Myrtle Willert and the late Leo Willert, lived in Pillsbury from 1960 until 1973. At that time he enlisted in the Armed Forces. On February 28, 1975, he married Renee Le Jacobsen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Viggo Jacobsen of Hope, N.D.

Their first home was Colorado Springs, Colo., site of Fort Carson, his then present duty assignment.

Andrea Kay, their first child was born on November 19, 1977 at St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Their second child, Micki Marie, was born on August 19, 1980 at Wurzburg Military Hospital, Wurzburg, West Germany.

The Willert family has had numerous homes; including West Germany, Oklahoma and presently Fountain, Colo., due to Ricky's military career. On October 18, 1985, they purchased their first home and will make Colorado their home.

Steven Willert - Susan Sather

Steven Willert, son of Leo and Myrtle Willert, and Susan Sather, daughter of Ben and Norma Sather, were married in 1972. They have two daughters, Lisa and Erin.

Steven and Susan graduated from Pillsbury and attended college in Valley City, N.D., graduating in 1976 and 1978, respectively. They are both teaching in Marion, N.D.

Joe Wilson - Minnie Jungnitsch

Minnie Jiingnitsch graduated from Pillsbury High School iM 1932 and married Joe Wilson on September 19, 1934. They farmed all their married life in Elisbury Township, except for four years in Baldwin Township. Minnie was leave postmaster for Ella Graven for 19 years, and postmaster for 15 years in the Pillsbury Post Office.

Joe was born at Tower City, grew up there and went to school. In 1933 he moved to the Pillsbury area with his parents, his brother Art, and his sisters Mable and Vivian.

Joe and Minnie have five children, all have graduated from Pillsbury High School. The children are: Lynn, Vadne, Jean, Clayton and Reid.

Lynn married Margaret "Peggy" Thilmony on February 19, 1957 in California. He entered the U.S. Army in 1958 and took basic training at Fort Carson, Colo. He was assigned to the transportation on the Army and received more training at Fort Ord, Calif. He then was transferred to Fort Richardson in Alaska, near Anchorage. Their daughter, Brenda, was born at Anchorage. He was separated from the Army in 1960 and he moved his family to Dazey, N.D., where he operated a garage and farmed for two years. In 1968 Lynn and Peggy purchased the Roy Griffith farm in Wiemer Township. Charles and Wayne were born in Valley City.

Vadne married Robert Tetzlaff in Long Beach, Calif., on November 30, 1955. They had five children: Steven, Kathy, George, Nancy and Robert. Bob died of a heart attack in June of 1983. In February of 1984 Vadne married Everett Bidwell in Atlanta, Ga. They live in Chula Vista, Calif.

Steven Tetzlaff graduated from Marina High School, Huntington Beach, Calif., and attended Golden West College. He is employed at a factory manufacturing centrilift submersible pumps for oil companies. In 1982 he and Michele Nysse were married.

George Tetzlaff is employed at the same company as Steven, since his graduation from Marina High School. On October 20, 1984 George and Louisa Moon were married in Garden Grove, Cal if.

Kathleen (Tetzlaff) Lender graduated from high school and attended Golden West College and was employed at Rockwell International. She has a son, Brandon.

Robert is employed at an electric shop, wiring boards for sale in all parts of the world.

Nancy is a student at Valley City State College. On August 26, 1984, Nancy and George Colwell, who is also a student at VCSC, were married.

Jean and Arnie Slotto were married in Valley City, October 1, 1960. Arnie taught in the Courtney and Souris, N.D., high schools. In 1967 the family moved to Poulsbo, Wash., where they built a new home. Arnie is a chemist at the Bremerton Navy station. They have four children: Allen is a warehouse attendant at Temecula, Calif. Kraig is an electrician at the Trident Submarine Factory, Bremerton, Wash. Bonita is a cook at the Poulsbo cafe. Ronica is attending Poulsbo High School.

Clayton enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1962 and was stationed at Lackland Air Base in Texas. He married Lana Calan on September 27, 1969. They have three sons: Jeffery, who is in the U.S. Air Force and is stationed at Travis Air Base in California. He is married and has a son, Christopher. John graduated from Yucca Valley High School. Randolph is in the Yucca Valley California High School. Clayton drove a truck for the Beyer Cement Company in Valley City, N.D., before moving to California. The family bought a home near Yucca Valley. They own and operated Desert Iron and Welding, manufacturing and installing wrought ironworks. Reid enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1969

and spent his tour of duty at Guanta'namo Bay, Cuba, and at Norfolk, Va. On his return to North Dakota he farmed and also worked part time at Fleet Wholesale in Valley City, until moving to Valley City when he began full employment at Fleet Wholesale. He is a member of the Co. G National Guard. He has a daughter Staci, and a son, Trevor.

Lynn Wilson - Margaret "Peggy" Thilmony

Lynn Wilson was born and raised at Pillsbury, N.D. He attended all 12 years of school at Pillsbury. After graduation Lynn worked in Fargo, N.D. He met Peggy Thilmony of Valley City, N.D., while working there. Lynn is the son of Joe and Minnie

Wilson.

In January of 1957, Lynn moved to Long Beach, Calif. Peggy joined him in February of that same year. They were united in marriage on February 19, 1957. They both worked until Lynn was drafted into the Army in September of 1958.

_ _While stationed in - the Army at Anchorage, Alaska, a baby girl, Brenda Kaye, was born in June of 1960. In August_ of 1960 Lynn was discharged from the service.

The family moved to Dazey, N.D., where they bought a garage, selling it in 1962. They then moved to Pillsbury where Lynn worked for the Barnes County Highway Department driving a maintainer.

A son, Charles Lynn, was born in June of 1967. In October of 1968 a second son was born, Wayne Alan.

In the spring of 1969 Lynn and Peggy purchased the Roy Griffiths farm south of Pillsbury where they presently reside.

Iver Wisted Family

Iver Wisted, his wife, Esther, and eight of their children came to Barnes County in October of 1937. They came from Dunn County and settled two miles south of Pillsbury in Ellsbury Township. They rented until the fall of 1943, then purchased the farm. Mr. Wisted passed away October 30, 1967 at the age of 87.

Mrs. Wisted continued to make her home on the farm and then later in Valley City. In July of 1983 Mrs. Wisted married Thelman Motland, a life-long friend. They now live in Osage, Iowa.

Evancieline was the oldest of 10 children. She finished her school in Pillsbury and graduated in 1941. That fall she married Kenneth Badger, a boy from Hope. The first winter they lived with his folks, then moved to their present farm in 1943. Ken passed away July 8, 1985. They had eight children. Karen, the oldest, was married to James Oftelie from Crookston, Minn. She died in 1971 and Kenneth and Evangeline took their children to raise. They are Dennis and Sherry. Dennis is married and has a-boy and a girl Edgar, "Bud"., is married to. Lois Berntson from rural Valley City, N.D. They live in Casselton, N.D., where Bud owns his own electric business. They have four boys. Darrell married Geraldine Severson, a Valley City girl. They live at Corcoran, Minn. Both work in The Cities, Darrell as a cabinet maker and manager of a shop and Gerry as a computer lady. They have two boys. Eileen married Carl Sweeten from Seattle, Wash. Carl works in a furniture factory and Eileen has a day care service. They have two boys and one girl. Nola married Kenneth Bakke, formerly of Luverne, N.D. Kenneth is a meat cutter in West Fargo and Nola is a private secretary at Blue Cross-Blue Shield in Fargo. They have a boy and a girl. Harmon married Laurel Berlin from

Buhl, Minn. He works for the Federal Land Bank in Grand Forks. Laurel is a pharmacist at Crookston, Minn. They have one girl and twin boys. June married Larry "Pete Eberle-from -Dazey.-He farms and drives semi-truck. June is a housewife. They have a boy and a girl. Kevin married Gail Bolgren from Fargo, N.D. He is a 1st Lt. in the Army in Germany. Gail works in a hospital as an X-ray technician. Evangeline has 18 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Arland, the oldest boy, never married. He rented the home farm for several years and purchased the farm in 1975. He still lives and farms there. He plays cards, pool and travels.

Kermit, never married, owns and operates his own barber shop in Valley City, N.D. He has been a barber since 1950. He served in the Army from January 1945 to October 1946. He spent time in the Philippines and Japan. Kermit plays fiddle and guitarfor enjoyment and also travels.

Norma attended Pillsbury High, when it closed she went to Oriska .two years and graduated therein 1945. Norma is married to Benny Sather. They live on their farm in Grand Prairie Township. Norma plays the accordian and entertains quite often in the Valley City, N.D., area. They have five children. Tom, the oldest is in the service stationed in Texas. Tom and his wife, Val, have two children, a boy and a girl. Beverly, Mrs. Grant Archer, lives in Williston and has two sons. Duane is a carpenter in Valley City, N.D., and has two boys. Susan, Mrs. Steve Willert, lives in Marion, N.D. Both Susan and Steve are teachers. They have two daughters. Joan is married to Doug Wenzel. They live in Spicer, Minn. They have two daughters and one son.

Elmo and his wife, MaryLou, live in Fairbault, Minn. Elmo has been a pharmacist since 1954. They have five children. Jeff, the oldest, and his wife, Anita, have two girls and a boy. Judy and her husband, Jeff, have a daughter. Barbara and Beverly acre twins. Beverly and her husband, Dale, have a daughter. Barb and her husband, Dick, have a son. Eric, the youngest, is in college, attending NDSU in Fargo, N.D. Elmo was in the Army from 1948-1952.

Harmon graduated from Pillsbury in 1948. He is an electrical engineer living in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He lost his wife, Irene, in November of 1985. They had five children. Tim, the oldest, and his wife have two children and live in Texas. Dorothy is in the service stationed in California. Marie lives in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and has three children. Jerry, also in the service, is married and stationed in California. Kathy, the youngest, also lives in California. Harmon was in the Air Force from 19531957.

Ivan and his wife, Alice, live in Casselton, N.D. He is employed at the Veterans Hospital in Fargo. Ike retired from the Navy in 1972 after serving 20 years. They have one daughter, Diana, and one grandson.

Selma graduated from Pillsbury in 1954. She was active in basketball and cheerleading while attending school. She is married to Clarence "Ole" Tuenge. C)le is employed as a lineman and Selma works in a grocery store. They have three children. Janice, Mrs. Paul DeMars, and her husband live in Monticello, Minn. Dale, the oldest boy goes to the University of Minnesota. Jim is a senior at Montecello, Minn. Selma attended VCSC and taught in Pillsbury several years.

Evelyn, born September 1, 1939 was the first of Iver and Esther's children to be born in Barnes County. She was born in Ellsbury Township, and has lived her entire life in Barnes County. She graduated from Pillsbury in 1957 and her class is celebrating their 30th reunion this year, 1987. Evelyn is married to Jack Delmore. They farmed several years in the Rogers, N.D., community. They moved to Rogers and Jack worked on construction. Later they moved to Sanborn, N.D., where they now live. Evelyn is employed at ITS Stieger at Valley City. They have seven children. Wayne, the oldest, is a carpenter in Valley City.

Albert Wittkop - Josephine King

near the close of the Civil War, Albert Wittkop grew up in Afton, Minn. His sisters, Wilhelmina and Bertha, had married brothers from New York and had migrated to Dakota Territory where they had settled in what was later to be known as Ellsbury Township in Barnes County.

Albert Wittkop moved to Barnes County shortly after his sisters, settling in what later was known as Minnie Lake Township. He homesteaded the northwest quarter of Section 4 and since his sisters and their husbands, William and Henry

Julie, Mrs. Ronald Roehrich; lives near Jamestown  Barr, had settled on the south one-half, the farms

and has two daughters. Patty, Mrs. David :  were within two miles of each other.

Hollinshead, lives in Parker, Colo. They have two  The, families gottogether and organized _. a

girls and one boy. Ellen, Mrs. Brent Beck, lives in  Sunday School and later a church was built in

Fargo, N.D. They have one son. Tina lives and  Section 6 in Minnie Lake Township. The School

works in Fargo. Carla married in May of 1986 to  District #88 defined the boundaries of the first set

Cliff Diemert lives and works in Sanborn. Katie is 9  tlement, but was enlarged later in 1904.

years old. She goes to school at North Central of  Albert Wittkop married Josephine King in 1891

Barnes.  and to this union were born five children: William,

Norman, the youngest of Iver and Esther's was  who married Hazel Benham; Mary, who married

also born in Ellsbury Township in December of  Orlin Slocum; Wesley, who married Zella Keyes;

1941. He graduated from Pillsbury High in 1960. He  Waldo, who married Ruda Blegen; and Esther, who

served in the Navy from 1961 until 1966. He and his  married Cloyce Carico.

wife, Arlene, live near Paynesville, Minn. Norman  Albert and Josephine operated the farm until

works as a lineman there. They have two sons,  1941, when he retired and moved to Pillsbury.

Matt, a senior at Paynesville High and Paul, an eighth-grader in Paynesville.

Bor

Wesley Wittkop - Zella Keyes

Wesley Wittkop and Zella Keyes married and lived in the Nelson four-room bungalow from July 1928 until March, 1944 when they bought the Albert Borstad home.

They head one daughter, Karen, born June 1,

William and Hazel Wittkop

Carl Workman - Julia Olson

1939. After graduation she worked as receptionist for Northwest Airlines in Fargo, N.D., for several years. On August 19,, 1963 she-married-Ronald J. Peterson of Fargo. He is employed as manager of the steel department at Fargo Foundry and Karen is employed at General Nutrient Foods Inc. four days a week.

To this union were born three children, Eric James, Julie Marie and Mark Allen. They live on Highway 81, South Acres. They are members of the Atonement Lutheran Church.

Carl Thurston Workman was born in South Dakota, the son of Charles and Etta Workman. Julia Olive Olson, daughter of John and Betsy Olson, was born near Litchville, Minn. Carl and Julia were married in Minnesota in 1910 moving to North Dakota in 1917, and living on various farms in Cass and Steele counties. They moved to their farm in Barnes County in 1937.

Julia was a member of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church and the Baldwin Homemakers Club. She enjoyed sewing and always had a large garden. Carl liked to spend any extra time he had playing cards with his many friends in Pillsbury.

Carl and Julia had nine children: Earl, the oldest farmed the land until he retired. He lives in Finley, N.D., as do Kenneth Workman and Marlys Workman Arneson. Thurston Workman died in Chicago, Ill., in 1971. Etta Workman Nokleberg, Lorraine Workman Lutjens and Lawrence Workman, all live in California. Clarence and Stanley Workman were killed while serving their country during World War 11. Kenneth, Thurston,

Clarence and Stanley all served in the military service during WW 11. There are sixteen grand-children and four great-grandchildren.  Carl Workman died in 1961, Julia in 1963.

Phillip Zerface - Louise Lee

Phillip Zerface and Louise Lee were married in June of 1954. They lived in the Pillsbury area where, Phil worked on the railroad for four years before becoming a farmer. In 1961 they moved to the Andrew Peterson farm, grandfather of Louise, south of Hope.

Phil is a native of the Page - Tower City area. Louise attended school in Pillsbury through the sixth grade and attended six years at Hope. She is the daughter of Ole and Emma Lee.

Phil and Louise had four children: Roger, Steven (deceased), Mary and Karen. Roger married Barbara Olson, daughter of Archie and Lorraine Olson of the Pillsbury area. They have three children, Rachael, Ryan and Ashley. They l ive on the former Ole Lee farm.

Mary is married to Ron Mehus of Finley, N.D. They have one daughter, Kym, and live in Waconia, Minn., where Ron is a carpenter in the Minnetonka School District.

Karen is living in Fargo and is a nail artist at Cameo Hair Care. She has a daughter, Jessica.

Roger Zerface - Barbara Olson

Barbara Olson and Roger Zerface were married on April 4, 1975. Barb graduated from Pillsbury in 1974. Roger was a graduate from Hope in 1973.

They live on a farm near Pillsbury which used to be owned by Ole Lee, Roger's grandfather. They have three children: Rachael, Ryan and Ashley.

More People Pictures ...

Visiting outside on a brisk day are Marion Smith, Marlys Workman, JoAnn Baker and Janet Carico.

Pictured in this group gathering are(foreground): Glades (Stranahan) Cowles,Marjorie (Myer) Smith, Willard Smith; ason of the visiting lady; seated:Mrs. Cowles, Mrs. Sorenson with Stanleyand Otto; Lydia Nolting (Mrs. W.J. Smith);and standing: Mr. Cowles, manager ofMercantile Store; Mr. Sorenson of PillsburyElevator Co.; Monte Lake, an unidentifiedlady visitor and Ida Smith.

Ole Keyes, Frank Campbell,Oscar Edstrom and Jimmy Ferguson.

The members of the Class of

1941 after their baccalaureate service are (front): Ginny McKay, Norma Wisted, Margaret Fox, two unknown individuals, Mark Lemley, Carroll Burchill; back: an unknown person, LaVerne Skjefte, Bev McKay,

Lucille Norman and LaRene Young (teacher).

Seated on the horse, Lillian Helgard Fletcher holds Harley Helgard, son of Josephine Lee Helgard standing with her sister, Tina Lee.

282.

Out horseback riding areLillian Helgard and Josephine Lee.

A gathering of the Lee Family.

283.

Sheryl Lemley in the 1940s. Note the fashion for girls then and the old baby stroller

in the background.

Alice Nielson,Ida Pederson, JessieMcKay and Katherine McKay.

Standing on Main Street are Verda Mcl+aN and Jt uc i'I ~stad.

Beverly Plaistad, Judy, Jackie and Connie McKay.

Jenny, Lillian and Northridge.

Wally and Doris Normanwith Kim and her husband,and Kirby and his family.

284.

Karen WittkopandBev Plaistad.

Gordon and Lester Smith.

285.

MAIDEN NAMES. INDEX

Abraham, Florence Kolstad Abraham, JoAnn Bloomquist Altringer, Lorrie Sundstrom Anderson, Agnes Mitzel Anderson, Dolores Risser Anderson, Gwen Downs Anderson, Marjorie Jarvis Anderson, Mavis Burchill Asbe, Lucille Garrahy

Baasch, Diana Vagle

Baker, Alva Miller Baker, Carol Thielman Baker, Joanne Erickson Baker, Laurel Dahl Beaudry, Regina Jarvis Bellon, Carol Iseaks Bergstrom, Christine Olson Bjerke, Gusta Olson Bofferding, Margaret Abraham Borg, Shirley Olson Borstad, Alene Baker Borstad, Janice Anderson Boyer, Mildred Schoeppach Boyer, VinnieSc:hoeppach Bragg, Olive Leadbetter Brooks, Marilyn Henderson Brown, Josephine Jess Bruns, Geneva Burchill Burchill, Cecilia Downs Burchill, El izabethMorgan Burchill, Janet Vangsness Burchill, Linda Bishop

Burchill, Mary Jane Northridge Burchill, Mary Lynn Myer Burchill, Sarah Burchill Butterman,Jane Burchill Byberg, Beth Dreher

Callahan, Bessie Elbers Carico, Etta Pritchett Carico, Janet Alberts Cavanaugh, Mary Campbell Caylor, Barb Leadbetter Christenson, Betty Larson Colbert, Angeline Sowden Cole, LaMae Lemley

Conner, Myrtle Willert Cook, Mary Keyes Cowles, Glade Stranahan Curry, Eunice J arvis

Dailey, Nellie Lee Davis, Leeta Bode Distad, Julia Simonson Domier, Myrtle Hetland

Earles, Ruth Henderson Ellis, Grace Bown

Engbrecht, Audustina Karges Eriksen, Ovidia Harrington

286.

Faarsenlokken, Inga Henderson Feilmier, Joan Lemley Flatt, Becky Burchill Flatt, Debbie Peter Flatt,Jody Rahlf Flatt, Kelcey Burchill Fuglestad, Margaret Gunderson Fuglestad, Susan Bellon

Gagnon, Pat Nielson

Gaye, Alice Carico Goldberg, Sophia Smith Graham, Elizabeth Gately Graven, Bernice Flickinger Graven, Lucille Hendrickson Gray, Ruth Lemley Grenz, Tillie Hoff Gunderson, Kathy Burchill Gunderson, Linda Carico Gunderson, Paulette Everson

Hager, Carol McGuire Hannig, Teresa Garrahy Hanson, Irene Germundson Harrington, LaVerne Sowden Hartman, Genevieve Bellon Hass, Ella Tuenge Haynes, Mabel Medd Heck, Robbyn Burchill Hetland, Alma Overland Hetland, Gladys Anderson Heuther, Dorothea Henricks Hicks, Ardith Brudevold Hill, Florence Keyes Hill, Verda McKay Himmerick, Carol Kimble Hoeft, Lucille J ungnitsch Hoff, Darlene Weshnevski Holmen, Ruby Anderson

Ihry, Pat Kirchner

Jacobs, Sharon Nathan Jacobsen, Jeneva Burchill Jacobsen, Renee Willert Jensen, Arlene Burchill Jensen, Darlene Ihry Jensen, JoAnn Nathan Johnson, Alice Henricks Johnson, Betty Keyes Johnson, Ethel McKay Johnson, Jeanne Diemert Johnson, Mette Lee Jondahl, Louise Abraham Jorgensen, I nger Strand Jungnitsch, Minnie Wilson

Keister, Emma Burchill Keyes, Nola Sparkman Keyes, Zella Wittkop King, Josephine Wittkop Kingston, Edith Greatsinger Kingston, Jane Pittenger Kleingartner, Lorraine Olson Kleingartner, Helen Slater Kracht, Bertha Gunderson Kraemer, Mary Kingston Kubischta, Amelia Bauer

Larson, Ethel Kingston Leadbetter, Janell Grudniewski Lee, Alma Hanson Lee, Louise Zerface Lee, Selma Levin Lemley, Clara Hill Lemley, Gayle Burchill Lemley, Melinda Lutjens Lemley, Michelle Ihry Lemley, Sheryl Umsted Lindeman, Joan Lemley Lindgren, Lynn Karges Lutjens, Erna Swick

MacDonald, Annie Scoular McKay, Connie Ihry McKay, Dona Norman McKay, Jackie Washburn McKay, Luvia Flatt McKay, Velma Smith McKee, I la McKay Mastin, Pearl Leadbetter MeJd, Della Lee Moderow, JoAnn Larson Morgan, Elizabeth Warren Morgan, Violet Burchill

Nash, Marlis Hanson

Neyes, Kathryn Levin Nielson, Annie Jensen

N ielson, Nancy Gruneich Nielson, Sally Kappel Northridge, Edith Stevenson Northridge, Jennie Kingston Northridge, Lillian Burchill Nygaard, Betty Burchill

Olson, Barbara Zerface Olson, Jenine Lysne Olson,Judy Lemley Olson, Julia Workman Olson, Kathy Slama Ostreim, Evelyn Burchill

Pahl, Katherine Gage Perrson, I one Steinmann Peschek, Clara Sundstrom Peter, Minnie Gage Peterson, Edna Burchill Peterson, Emma Lee Peterson, Mary Lee Nielson

Ratzlaff, Dorothy Olson

Reck, Dorothy Bowe

Reisenburg, Marjorie Schoeppach Richards, Rochelle Flatt Rock, Doris Nygaard Roschild, Martha Skjefte Rowe, Hattie Drayton

Sabe, Nancy Overland Sather, Joan Wenzel Sather, Susan Willert Schmidt, Jan Anderson Schoeppach, Neita Watson Scoular, Hazel Pross Shiek, Marion Pickar Skjefte, Laverne Ptacek Slater, Marilyn Ihry Slater, Sylvia Nathan Smith, Ella Graven Smith, Marion Flatt Smith, Marjorie Myer Smith, Rosilia Hicks Sorensen, Ellen Jensen Sowden, Alice Nielson Sowden, Annie Burchill Sowden, Elizabeth McKay Stemhagen, Maryanne Olson Stromberg, Susan Lemley Stuve, Minnie McKay Suedel, Irene Abraham Sundstrom, Caroline Vadne Sundstrom, Debbie Steele Swick, Gladys Kingston

Thilmony, Peggy Wilson Thumm, Genevieve Carico Towle, Phyllis Altringer Town, Ida Gage Tuenge, Delores Burchill Tuenge, Margary Abraham

Undem, Marie Leadbetter

Vance, Harriet Kapaun Vigessa, Blanch Norman

Wagner, Mary Ellen Svenningsen Walks, Frances Lemley Watson, Elizabeth Nelson Weaver, Virginia Leadbetter

Willert, Cindy Jess Wisted, Norma Sather

Wittkop, Bertha Barr Wittkop, Wilhelmina Barr Wyckoff, Charlene Lemley

-~ DONORS

Colgate, N.D.

Colgate Grain Countryside Equipment

Hope, N.D.

Agri-SC-Val Huschka American Legion Bob's Upholstery Don's Bar

Farmer's Union Oil First State Bank of Hope Hope Electric

Hope Farmer's Elevator Hope Lanes and Cafe Hope Locker Plant

Hope Lumber and Hardware

L&GOil

Mark Lemley Insurance Mic's Grocery  - Parkman's Furniture

Restoration

Ron's Repair Sport's Bar Tim's Auto Glass Valley Crop Insurance

Luverne, N.D.

Luverne Farmer's

Co-op Elevator

Page, N.D.

EEE Inc. Lindsay-Carlson

Funeral Home Page Cleaners,

Laundromat and Car Wash Page Farmer's Elevator Page State Bank Page Super Valu Suhr Motors

The Page Boy

Pillsbury, N.D.

Brudevold Construction Harvey Abraham -

Sigco Research

Jack's Country Upholstery

Koch Asphalt Pillsbury Elevator Co.

Valley City, N.D. A Block West

AP Equipment

Farm Credit Services of

Fargo-Valley City Branch J udy's Travel Tait Fuel and Oil, Inc. Valley City Equipment -

John Deere

Times-Record
