The Rhodes Gallery has four automata machines.
Automata is a description of humanoid machines which enable wonders by mechanical or pneumatical means such as a man opening or closing of doors or statues that pour wine.  It can be traced back to Ctesibius (285 BC to 222 BC) in Greece and Hero of Alexandria (10 AD to 70 AD).   Hero’s automata were intended as toys, religious idols, or tools for demonstrating basic scientific principles.
Some wonderful new effects were introduced in a Golden Age that lasted from the mid- 1800s to the beginning of the First World War.  Leading makers were influenced by each other's creations and would try to surpass each other in making automata that was ever more artistic and had more realistic mechanical movements.
Alonzo Rhodes was a very successful Griggs County farmer.  He had three sons and he wanted to leave each one with a section of land.  
Mr. Rhodes began making his automata in the 1930’s.  We have four separate automata machines made by him.  
1. The Moulder
2. The Shervheim
3. The Knisely
4. The Logging Camp
The first 3 automata were given to his 3 daughters.  The Griggs County Historical Society has retrieved them from …(story on where they came from here).

Here are fairly detailed descriptions of each automata.
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	Front View
	
	Top View
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	Back View
	
	Flywheel Used for Turning Operator’s Head Back and Forth



	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	Cams For Moving Horses’ Heads
	
	Front View of Steam Engine
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	Back View of Steam Engine
	
	Steam Engine rom Rear
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	Steam Engine Operator
	
	Coal Shoveler on Steam Engine
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Steam Engine and Threshing Machine
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The overall mechanical condition of the steam engine is pretty good.  It is supposed to have 
	1
	Flywheel Rotation
	Working

	2
	Vertical Cam
	Working

	3
	Piston 
	Working

	4
	Governor Rotation
	Not Working (needs belt)

	5
	Operator’s Head moving from left to right
	Not Working

	6
	Operator’s right hand moving throttle back and forth
	Working

	7
	Coal Shoveler Body Rotates to move shovel back and forth
	Working











Steam Engine Operator


	Item
	Status

	The right hand moves back and forth controlling throttle
	Working

	The head turns from left to right watching the steam engine mechanisms.
	Not working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Missing

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Collar missing.  Left hand sleeve does not cover hand

	Overalls
	Suspenders too wide.







Man Shoveling Coal into Steam Engine


	Item
	Status

	Left foot is a pivot and right foot moves back and forth to make shovel simulate shoveling coal into steam engine
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.

	Overalls
	Suspenders too wide.









Coal Wagon
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Coal Wagon
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Coal Wagon




	Item
	Status

	No motion
	

	Color
	Needs repainting

	Objects
	Whiskey jug needs to be glued to wagon.










Threshing Machine
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Front View
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Rear View




Threshing Machine Helper
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	Item
	Status

	Mouth moves up and down.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Not typical color.

	Overalls
	Not typical color.









Steam Engine Oiler


	Item
	Status

	Mouth moves up and down.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Not typical color.

	Overalls
	Not typical color.










Girl No. 1 on Swing
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	Item
	Status

	Girl sits motionless as swing moves her back and forth.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Very fancy but probably acceptable.

	Dress
	Very fancy but probably acceptable.

	Overalls
	Not typical color.








Girl No. 2 on Swing


	Item
	Status

	Mouth moves up and down.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Not typical color.

	Overalls
	Not typical color.










[image: Z:\photos\room_04\threshing_machine_helper02.JPG]









Threshing Machine Oiler
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	Item
	Status

	Mouth moves up and down.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Not typical color.

	Overalls
	Not typical color.














Woman turning Grindstone
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	Item
	Status

	Woman bends at waist to turn grindstone.
	Working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Fairly good.

	Dress
	Fairly good.







Man Pushing Wheelbarrow
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	Item
	Status

	Legs move back and forth to push wheelbarrow
	Not working

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.

	Overalls
	Suspenders too wide.







Man Sharpening Ax
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	Item
	Status

	No motion
	

	Face
	Needs repainting

	Hands
	Need repainting

	Hat
	Not typical color and style.

	Shirt
	Frayed and faded.  Not typical color.

	Overalls
	Not typical color. Suspenders too wide.










Wheelbarrow and Man
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Grindstone 
The grindstone automata has a woman bending back and forth at the waist to turn a crank which caused the grindstone to rotate.  The mechanism works.  It primarily needs cleaning and painting.
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Swing
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Well House
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Grain Cart
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Shock Wagon
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