Veterans Museum

Perham, Minnesota

August 3, 2010
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Exterior of Veterans Museum.  Entire building was formerly the VFW building.  
Now the right portion is VFW building and left portion is museum.
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Gift shop near front entry showing wood floor, black ceiling, curved wall and lots of open space.
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Front entry has about 20' ceilings, white paint and lots of light.
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Some of the clerestory windows in the 2 story main entry area.
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Front entry welcome and introductory sign.  
Plaques to the right list various donors, based on their donation amounts.
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Server room.  Each of the 11 Dell computers appeared to be connected to one of the 
Touch Screen Monitors.
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Server Room.  Each of the 15 DVD players appeared to be play on a continuous loop to 
regular (Non-touch screen) monitor.
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Theater is also used a multi-purpose and meeting room.  Three projectors on platform suspended from ceiling projected movie on the sloped upper wall.
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Gatling Gun display was near the end of the tour.
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Theater.  The 3 projectors are on the ceiling supported platform at center of picture.
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Membership plaque in VFW portion of building.
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Round Kiosk typical of about 4.  Monitor is on the other side of this kiosk.
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Bathrooms were large, clean, handicap accessible with ceramic tile floors and 
4' ceramic tile wainscot on walls.
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Meeting room in VFW portion of building.
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Meeting room in VFW portion of building.
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Meeting room in VFW portion of building.
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Common corridor between VFW and Museum.
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Beginning of museum tour.  Halls were spacious and well lit.  
Monitors spaced far enough apart for 4 or 5 people to view simultaneously.  This also helped some with sound separation, but sound separation was still a bit of a problem.
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Touch Screen Monitors.  Monitor at right is sitting on a 6" x 12" cable tray 
concealing data and power cables.
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Continuous loop DVD monitors had 1 set of ear phones at each monitor.  This really helped with sound separation, but 2 sets of earphones would have allowed 2 people to view simultaneously.
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Two continuous loop DVD monitors.  
Touch screen monitor can be seen in circular kiosk at lower right.

[image: image22.emf]


3 more continuous loop DVD monitors.
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Five menu choices were on this Touch Screen Monitor.
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Touch Screen Monitors were model number PT 1501 MU from Planar.
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Orville and Mark pondering the Touch Screen Monitor.
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Old newspapers behind plastic film typically were around each circular kiosk.
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Technical info on side of monitor.
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Mannequin.  They used a lot of open, uncluttered clean white walls.
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All Touch Screen Monitors would power down after several minutes to show the words "Touch Screen" floating around screen.  Finger prints have not been recently cleaned off this monitor, 
but they were not really distracting.
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WW I exhibit with larger monitor.
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WW I Exhibit.  Viewing periscopes mounted at adult and child height.  
Single image was shown in periscopes.
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This exhibit was behind glass. 
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Two continuous play DVD monitors and Touch Screen Monitor in circular kiosk at lower right.

[image: image34.emf]


Acoustical down speakers that were no longer being used. 
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This appeared to be left over equipment above the acoustical down speakers 
that were no longer being used.
Additional Notes
1.  Museum was very clean and appeared to be freshly painted.
2. Museum was laid out in a maze like pattern with full height inner partition walls and 1 entrance and 1 exit to main exhibit area.  The effect was to make it seem much larger than the actual area.  There was lots of surface area for exhibits on the interior walls.  It would be hard to estimate the walking distance from the beginning to end of exhibit.  This was very desirable and made the area seem larger.
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