DVD No. 1 ($ 3.99)  "A Day Called X" 1950's Cold War DocuDrama DVD
ivhs72
A DVD copy of the 1950's Cold War DocuDrama "A Day Called X" . This program was well done, and it showed no bias nor did it have a political agenda. It is an excellent example of the fears our nation lived in during this time. It shows how well developed our Civil Defense system was at that time, and how seriously we, as a nation, took external threats to our safety and security. The total running time is 27 minutes. 
DVD No. 2 ($ 2.99) Historic Cold War Nuclear Fallout Defense Film on DVD

1F40664135265783V has shipped. gretzky99fan4u
Radiological Defense ~ 1961
run time approx. 27 mins
This color film on nuclear fallout was produced by The Office of Civil Defense and Defense Mobilization.  It details how a large scale nuclear attack on the United States could produce radioactive fallout that could easily cover 2/3 of the nation and its effects on agriculture, water and food supplies.  Simply a great historical Cold War-era film. 
DVD No. 3 ($ 4.79) Cold War Propaganda DVD w/ Duck & Cover FREE SHIPPING
ivhs72

ATOM BOMB (1946): Actual footage of nuclear bomb testing, the scientists and military people involved in a the South Pacific and the American Southwest. Frighteningly slim and few precautions are taken with the lives of those people who jobs were to be present at the test sites. Film purports to prove that survival of nuclear attack is possible. (7:30)
RADIOLOGICAL DEFENSE (1961): Film on nuclear fallout and its potential for damage in the event of an attack on the United States. Scenes of people going about their daily activity is occasionally colored red to illustrate contamination of radioactive fallout. (26:15)
DUCK AND COVER (1951) : Famous Civil Defense film for children in which Bert the Turtle shows what to do in case of atomic attack.
SURVIVAL UNDER ATOMIC ATTACK (1951) : Explains the dangers of the atomic bomb, the effects of radiation and what the individual should do to protect himself if caught in the open or in his home. Narrated by the legendary Edward R. Murrow, this is a quick-paced, particularly for a government film. Lots of cutting. Terrific overblown musical soundtrack. Plenty of A-bomb footage. This film looks as if it had a bigger budget than most of its Civil Defense brethren. 

DVD No. 4 $ 2.00

VINTAGE ATOMIC RADIATION COLD WAR PROPAGANDA FILMS

Film 1: "The House in the Middle" (1954) COLOR Runtime 12 minutes

Clean up your yard, paint your house white and tend to your garden and you just might survive that Nuclear Bomb!

Did you know that good housekeeping can keep you safe from the atomic bomb? Houses are set up near bomb tests, some neat, some sloppy. The sloppy homes are described with barely concealed derision. "You have all seen homes like this," the narrator says, and we expect him to continue with something like, "...the homes of those weird, non-white people on the wrong side of the tracks." Needless to say, the neat homes survive the bomb lots better than the sloppy homes. "This proves that there is something you can do right now to protect yourself," the narrator continues. The fact that any people in the neat or sloppy homes would be toast is not acknowledged in any way. Appalling.
Atomic tests at the Nevada Proving Grounds (later the Nevada Test Site) show effects on well-kept homes, homes filled with trash and combustibles, and homes painted with reflective white paint. Asserts that cleanliness is an essential part of civil defense preparedness and that it increased survivability. Selected for the 2002 National Film Registry of "artistically, culturally, and socially significant" films.

Film 2: "Medical Aspects of Nuclear Radiation" (1950)  COLOR  Runtime 20 minutes
This film tries to dispel fear of nuclear radiation by such tactics as portraying the human body as a factory run by pixies, telling you you can always get a toupee if your hair falls out, and informing you that you'll be dead before getting a high enough dose of radiation to make you sterile. The narration is alternately patronizing and clueless, making this a highly amusing example of 50's cold war propaganda.

This film is so messed up! The arguments about how safe and wonderful radiation are is totally ridiculous! There's a part near the end where they talk about how radiation affects your offspring and they go so far as to say that you're better off with a kid enhanced by radiation! There's no way people could've been this naive, even in 1950.

Film 3: "Our Cities Must Fight" (1951)  B&W  Runtime 9 minutes
This short film alternately tries to persuade, intimidate, and shame those people who might try to flee their homes in American cities after attacks on the cities. To do so, our serious square-jawed narrators assure us, would be un-American and unlikely to succeed at any rate. And hey, according to these same folks, why flee when "the danger of lingering radiation is not really very serious. After an atomic airburst, the danger of radiation and falling debris is over within a minutes and a half." Riiiight. This is a simply ludicrous film which tries to convince people to stick around when the bomb hits, instead of clogging up the highway, you know, to get OUT OF THERE. Why, you could be useful in putting out fires, cleaning debris away and so on! Interesting that they never mention the fact that if you stay around, you know, you might get sort of Vaporized? Footage of London and Berlin from WWII is used extensively throughout the film. Highly recommended!

Film 4: "Rural Civil Defense TV Spots" (1965)  B&W  Runtime 10 minutes
Public service announcements by the U.S. Civil Defense office inform farmers what to do in case of nuclear attack using marionettes. PUPPETS BEWARE! The humans just might be serious about nuclear destruction, and wood is NO exception. 4 out of 5 stars simply because the puppet did not paint himself white, protecting him from blast effects.

DVD No. 5  ($ 2.00) 10 JOHN SUTHERLAND COLD WAR PROPAGANDA CARTOONS ON DVD

Film 1: "Destination Earth" (1956) COLOR Runtime 13 Minutes

This animated bit of capitalist propaganda features a Martian from a totalitarian Martian society who comes to Earth to find out what makes the Earthmobiles so darned efficient, so he can repair the Head Martian’s limousine. By doing research in a public library, he discovers that oil and free-market competition make America great, so he goes back to Mars to preach this gospel (obviously the stack of books that he steals from the library don’t contain titles about air and water pollution, Middle-Eastern politics, robber barons, or the Great Depression). This inspires the Martians so much that they all go out to drill oil wells, while the totalitarian leader is conquered simply by pushing a self-destruct button–that he was defeated so easily really makes you wonder about the intelligence of the Martian race. This is propaganda, to be sure, but it’s delightfully animated, genuinely funny in spots, and less strident than many films of its kind.

Film 2: "It's Everybody's Business" (1954) COLOR Runtime 20 Minutes

Corporate Cold War-era cartoon linking Bill of Rights to free-enterprise ideology. Surprisingly well animated short detailing what's RIGHT about America, eg free enterprise, the right where we choose to work, where to live etc. I was quite interested in the animation work done here as it seems to be very different from the animation commonly drawn in the 1950's. Quite fluid, interesting story.

Film 3: "Your Safety First" (1956) COLOR Runtime 12 Minutes

This John Sutherland cartoon from 1956 begins with newspaper headlines about space travel and tax cuts while Dad contemplates buying a new car on Oct. 5, 2000. Pampered Mom, computerized home, 4 hour work day, and cars that drive themselves. A comical pre-1960 history of the auto industry's "remarkable inventions" making cars better and safer so more and more could enjoy operating them follows. Too bad the flying cars didn't work out, but the 4 hour work day would be nice.

Film 4: "What Makes Us Tick" (1952) COLOR Runtime 11 Minutes

On a typical 1950's day, typical cartoon American John Q. Public comes home to his typical American family in his typically owned-by-the-bank car, and pauses to take pride in his mortgaged home that will only last his lifetime. Mrs. JQ Public reclines eating bon bons thanks to labor saving devices (which of course are bought on credit). But the leisure of a 40 hour work week lets John help out at home and dream about bowling. In the privacy of his den, John reflects on the insurance he's paid for, his massive savings to cover emergencies, vacations, and junior's education, and yet he still he has money left to invest in the stock market! 

From here we get ideal cartoon capitalism where everything works as Milton Friedman would have us believe. Just like Enron, Worldcom etc...

This version of the American Fantasy brought to you by the honest, hard working folks at the New York Stock Exchange.

Film 5: "Working Dollars" (1957) COLOR Runtime 10 Minutes

Once again, John Sutherland has taken the Stock Exchange and made an amusing, yet highly simplified film about how the Stock Exchange works. Using Mr. Everyday Businessman, the film shows how, even with an investment of only 40 dollars a month, you can go into what was known as a Monthly Investment Plan and watch your money being put to work! Even when the stocks go down, you can make money!! It’s all a little too rosy, and sort of gets confusing when the guy goes on his car ride…

FYI this film is in pretty banged up, Scratches throughout, lots of splices too. 

 

Film 6: "Why Play Leap Frog?" (1949) COLOR Runtime 9 Minutes

In the spirit of films produced by Harding College and John Sutherland, presents a tunnel vision capitalist view of economics. This time, rising prices are blamed on increasing wages for workers, so the only hope for wages to keep up is for workers to produce more. Cartoon hero Joe comes up with an idea to increase productivity so his company's owners will earn more profits, and then he gets a raise. So make more money for someone else, and they will reward you with a bit of it. It is kind of a fun cartoon in Technicolor in spite of this simplistic view of economics.

Film 7: "Meet King Joe" (1949) COLOR Runtime 9 Minutes

Cold War cartoon aimed at American workers with the objective of convincing them of their good fortune. Very nicely animated cartoon about Joe, king of the workers, who gets paid more than other workers in other lands, can make his dollar stretch more, and have more leisure time! I liked the silly jokes and the characterization (except the racism) in this one. The story of how you should be proud to be an American is a bit pompous, but it's fun.

Film 8 "Going Places" (1948) COLOR Runtime 8 Minutes

Cold War cartoon defending the profit motive against anti-capitalist critics. A beautiful, classically animated cartoon that sort of explains the notion of business. Freddie Fudsie the soap maker, watches his company grow and grow and grow, he learns about competition, monopoly and the evils of price fixing. Although somewhat simplistic, very enjoyable.

 

Film 9: "Make Mine Freedom" (1948) COLOR Runtime 9 Minutes

Very propagandistic cartoon which asks us to thank ourselves for everything that we have, rather than forcing to swallow any bottle of ISM being thrown our way. Like the travelling salesman concept, and how he was, yes, selling bottles of ISM. The four people who want to buy it get to sample it, and are faced with the consequences. Very interesting and hardline. This film is an excellent example of a twisting words to make your point come shining through. Giving away your freedoms to the almighty "isms" of the world... a very valid point. But it cleverly disguises "capital-ISM" by using other terms to separate it from the classification.

Film 10: "The Wise Use of Credit" (1960) B&W Runtime 11 Minutes

Sutherland film production about how John and Judy learn from Mr. Money about how and why credit is so valuable in our lives. To answer all the kid's questions, Mr. Money only has turn a knob or two in his "learning machine" which the kids love because it's a "great gadget" and up comes a convenient explanation. This is a fairly sexist film as Judy winds up saying stuff like "I don't understand most of it" and stupidly asking "Do girls need to learn about credit too?" to which Mr. Money patiently advises Judy that she's doing most of the shopping in the household.

